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A TESTIMONY 


FROM  THE 


Monthly  Meeting  of  Providence 


CONCERNING 


JOB  SCOTT, 

U R beloved  friend  Job  Scott  was  born  ia 


Providence  the  18th  of  ioth  month  1751, 


new  ftyle,  in  that  part  of  it  now  North-Providence* 
His  parents  were  John  and  Lydia  Scott,  who  gave 
him  fuch  opportunities  as,  through  his  turn  for  lite- 
rary improvement,  he  acquired  both  a competent 
fhare  of  common  fchool  learning,  and  made  fome 
progrefs.  in  fome  other  branches  ©f  literature. 

In  his  young  years  it  appears,  that  by  difregard- 
ing  the  reproofs  of  inftrudtion,  manifefted  in  his 
own  mind,  he  was  drawn  into  vanity,  diffipation 
and  folly.  Repeated  and  great  were  his  conflicts 
between  his  depraved  propenfities  and  the  convic- 
tions of  truth,  but  the  latter  humbling  and  melting 
his  heart  into  contrition,  he  was  gracioufly  favour- 
ed to  fee  the  evil  of  his  ways,  and  the  deftru&ion 
which  awaited  him  if  he  did  not  reject  the  Tempt- 
er, forfake  his  wicked  companions,  and  turn  to  the 
Lord,  in  obedience  to  his  holy  law  written  in  his 
heart  •,  until  at  length  he  fo  learned  obedience  by 
the  things  which  he  fuffered,  that  he  gave  up  to 
the  operations  of  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  upon  him,  in 
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the  faith  of  its  divine,  reftraining,  preferving  and 
famftifying  power,  and  therein  experienced  the 
confolation  of  his  heavenly  Father’s  love. 

Being  thus  humbled  under  the  various  turnings 
of  the  Lord’s  hand  upon  him,  tfnd  clearly  convinc- 
ed of  the  power  and  efficacy  of  the  diftinguifhing 
principle  of  our  holy  profeffion,  viz.  the  light  of 
Chrift  within  man,  as  God’s  gift  for  his  falvation  ; 
he  requefted  the  care,  and  became  a member,  of 
the  monthly  meeting  of  Smithfield,  then  extend- 
ing to  Providence  ; and  being  of  ftrong  and  ready 
abilities,  and  his  mind  improved  and  enlarged  by 
the  fan&ifying  power  of  Truth,  he  was  enabled , and 
zealoujly  and  very  ufefully  difpofed  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  caufc  of  righteoufnefs  in  which  he 
was  engaged. 

Having  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift  meafurably  learn- 
ed the  myftery  of  the  fall  and  reftoration  of  man, 
and  to  underhand  the  fcriptures  and  pertinently  to 
apply  them,  he  was  brought  under  the  preparing 
hand  of  the  Lord  for  the  work  of  the  minift^%  > 
tinder  which  difpenfation  his  foul  was  deeply  bap- 
iized  and  brought  under  great  fympathy  with  feek- 
ing  fouls,  who  were  travailing  in  birth  that  Chrift 
might  be  formed  in  them,  to  whom  he  was  at 
times  and  feafons  enabled  powerfully  to  adminifter 
encouragement  and  confolation.  Thus  for  feveral 
years,  as  well  as  by  letters  and  epiftles,  for  which 
he  was  eminently  gifted  with  inftrudtive  and  edify- 
ing talents,  he  laboured  for  the  promotion  of  the 
caufe  of  truth,  now  become  precious  in  his  fight  \ 
and  about  the  23d  year  of  his  age  he  appeared  in  the 
miniftry  at  a publick  meeting  in  Providence,  ex- 
preffive  of  the  defire  of  his  foul,  that  ‘ Sion  might 
arife  and  lhake  herfelf  from  the  duft  of  the  earth. 
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and  put  on  her  beautiful  garments.’  The  gravity 
in  which  he  appeared,  the  iympathy  which  was 
felt,  and  the  folemnity  of  that  feafon,  are  refrelh- 
ingly  remembered  by  fome  to  the  prefent  day. 

At  this  time  he  taught  a fchooi  in  Providence, 
in  which  employ  he  continued  for  feveral  years, 
and  afterwards  in  Smithfield,  much  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  his  employers,  and  the  children  and  youth 
under  his  care,  whofe  confidence  and  affeftions  he 
very  generally  gained  and  preferved,  to  fome  of 
whom  his  memory  is  yet  precious.  In  his  attend- 
ance of  all  our  religious  meetings,  and  in  the  vari- 
ous duties  of  private  life,  as  well  as  in  the  relations 
of  fon,  hufband,  parent  and  neighbour,  he  was 
truly  exemplary.  His  appearance  in  the  miniftry 
was  not  very  frequent  when  at  home,  and  he  was 
frequently  led  into  an  example  of  filcnce  when 
abroad,  circumfpeft  not  to  minifter  without  freih 
anointing,  and  careful  in  attending  clofely  to  the 
turnings  of  the  key  of  David  ; well  knowing  when 
that  fhuts  none  can  open,  and  therefore,  when  he 
perceived  his  fubjeft  to  clofe  and  the  life  withdraw, 
however  clear  his  opening,  and  free  the  fpring  of 
life  had  been  at  his  beginning,  he  would  fuddenly 
fit  down,  however  in  the  crofs  ; for  he  had  a tefti- 
mony  to  bear  againft  all  fuperficia!  and  lifelefs  mi- 
niftry, and  very  exemplarily  avoided  it. 

His  firft  vifit  abroad  was  to  the  northerly  parts 
of  the  yearly  meeting  of  New-York,  which  proved 
a feafon  of  clofe  probation  and  confiift  of  mind, 
yet  endeavouring  to  attend  to  the  pointings  of  duty 
Irom  place  to  place,  he  was,  as  appears  by  his  cer- 
tificates, favoured  to  return  with  the  approbation 
of  thofe  he  vifited  ; and  by  a profpeft  which  it  ap- 
pears he  had  as  he  was  returning  home,  npt  who!- 
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ly  unlike  the  apoftle  Paul’s  ; 2 Cor.  xii.  he  was 
ftrengthened  to  perfeverance  in  a dedication  of 
heart  to  the  Lord  ; for,  in  this  luminous  and  extatie 
profpett,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  all  his  corrup- 
tions and  fpots  were  made  clean  before  the  Lamb, 
and  he  made  to  partake  of  the  confolations  and 
joys  of  the  heavenly  hoft  *,  yet  like  the  apoftle,  he 
had  foon  to  experience  a thorn  in  the  flefli,  left 
he  lhould  be  exalted  above  meafure,  and  even  the 
meflengcr  of  Satan  was  permitted  to  buffet  him  ; 
but  he  befought  the  Lord  for  his  prefervation,  and 
received  the  confoling  anfwer  of  ‘ my  grace  is  fuf- 
fieient  for  thee  ; for  my  ftrengtli  is  made  perfect 
in  weaknefs.’  Thus  buffeted,  tried  and  tempted, 
he  had  to  tread  in  the  fteps  of  the  great  apoftle  and 
his  dear  Lord  and  Mafter,  and  thereby  became 
more  perfected  through  fufferings. 

He  afterwards  vifited  New- York,  New-Jerfey 
and  Pennfylvania  twice,  and  once  the  Southern 
states  as  far  as  Georgia,  returning  certificates  of  the 
approbation  of  thofe  he  vifited,  among  whom  we 
.have  good  reafon  to  believe  he  has  left  many  feals 
of  his  gofpel  miniftry,  and  impreflions  of  near  and 
dear  unity  and  fellowship  with  him  as  a brother 
beloved,  as  well  in  tliefe  ^s  in  other  parts  of  our 
own  yearly  meeting.  He^lfo  vifited  fome  part  of 
the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  arid  had  meetings  among 
thofe  not  of  our  fociety.  Soon  after  which  a prof- 
peCV,  that  for  fome  years  before  had  opened  to  his 
view,  of  vifiting  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  had  fo 
ripened  on  his  mind,  as  to  induce  him  to  open  the 
fame  to  his  friends  for  their  concurrence  and  cer- 
tificate.  In  the  ninth  month,  1792,  he  received 
one  from  this  monthly  meeting,  and  alfo  one  in 
the  tenth  month  from  our  quarterly  meeting  for 


Job  Scott. 


vii 

Rhode-Ifland.  On  the  26th  of  the  nth  month 
he  took  a folemn  leave  of  his  family  and  Friends  at 
home*  and  failed  from  Bofton  the  5th  of  the  12th 
month,  for  Dunkirk  in  France.  On  the  paffage 
the  fhip  fprung  a leak,  and  had  a fevere  gale  of 
wind  ; but  it  appears  this  our  friend  was  prefer  ved, 

‘ refigned  and  flayed  through  all/  while  the  mari- 
ners on  board  were  tofTed  with  amazement  and  ter- 
ror; correfponding  with  a profpedt  which  he  re- 
ceived and  recorded,  in  his  journal  left  at  home, 
about  twelve  months  before  he  failed,  on  a view  of 
which  a ftriking  evidence  is  thereby  raifed  that 
prophecy  or  communication  to  the  mind  of  future 
events  has  not  ceafed  *,  but  that  the  Lord  ftill  con- 
tinues gracioufly  to  open  his  vifions  of  light  to  his 
devoted  fervants  by  way  of  pointing  to  duty,  fore- 
warning of  events,  and  guiding  the  mind  through 
them,  in  confirmation  of  divine  fuperintendancc, 
*and  their  faith  in  his  gracious  appearance. 

He  arrived  at  Dunkirk  the  5th  of  the  ift  month, 
and  after  tarrying  there  about  ten  days,  much  to 
his  own  and  friends  fatisfadlion,  he  proceeded  to 
.England,  taking  fome  meetings  in  Kent,  went  to 
London,  attended  the  different  meetings  in  that 
city,  then  into  Wales,  and  attended  the  fever ai 
monthly  and  quarterly  meetings  and  the  yearly 
meeting  at  Carmathan,  thence  to  Briftol,  and,  re- 
turning to  London,  attended  the  yearly  meeting 
there,  who,  in  their  epiftle  to  ours,  fpeak  of  him 
in  a very  fatisfadlory  manner.  He  then  went  to 
Liverpool,  taking  meetings  in  his  way,  and  fo  paff- 
ed  over  to  Ireland,  'and  vifited  all  the  meetings  of 
Friends  and  fome  of  other  focieties  there  ; attended 
the  national  half-year’s  meeting  in  Dublin  ; and, 
while  vifiting  a few  meetings  a fecond  time,  he 
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was  raken  ill  of  the  fmall-pox,  at  the  houfe  of  our 
friend  Elizabeth  Shackleton,  in  Ballitore,  from 
whence  he  dilated  a letter  on  the  14th  of  the  1 ith 
month,  to  his  relations  and  friends  ; out  of  which, 
and  an  account  taken  by  the  Friends  who  attended 
him,  we  extradl  the  following  : he  fays,  4 I am  now 
4 twenty-eight  Iriih  miles  from  Dublin,  entered  five 
4 days  into  the  fmall-pox  ; I feel  eafieft  to  addrefs. 
4 you  principally,  that  you  may  know  my  mind 
4 enjoys  that  whieh  removes  beyond  all  forrow/ 
Of  his  children  he  fays,  4 I wifh  them  to  get  a 
4 little  more  learning  than  fome  of  them  are  at  pre- 
4 fent  in  the  way  of ; and  although  I do  not  wifh 
4 much  of  the  world’s  polifh,  yet  it  is,  at  this  awful 
4 moment,  my  defire  that  they  may  not  be  brought 
4 up  with  much  rufticity,  for  this  I believe  has  not 
4 very  often  contributed  either  to  civil  or  religious 
4 ufefulnefs.  My  defire  for  my  children’s  fubftan- 
4 tial  growth  in  the  truth,  and  ftrict  adherence  to 
4 all  its  difcoveries  to  the  clofe  of  their  days,  is  by 
4 far  my  principal  wifh  for  them.  Out  of  the  enjoy- 
4 ment  of  a good  degree  of  this  precious  inheritance, 
4 I know  of  nothing  in  this  world  worth  living  for. 
4 Ye  that  know  it,  fulfer  nothing,  I moft  cordially 
4 befeech  you,  ever  to  divert  your  minds  from  an  in- 
4 creafing  and  fervent  purfuit  after  the  fulnefs  of  it ; 
4 even  unto  the  mealure  and  ftature  of  the  fulnefs 
4 of  Chrift.’  At  another  time  he  faid,  4 My  fpirits 
4 are  under  little  or  no  depreffion  ; perhaps  I never 
4 faw  a time  before,  when  all  things  not  criminal 
4 were  fo  nearly  alike  to  me  in  point  of  any  difturb- 
4 ance  to  the  mind.  When  I verge  a little  towards 
4 fleep,  I am  all  afloat,  from  the  ftate  of  my  nerves, 
4 and  forced  immediately  from  beginning  repofe  ; 
4 but  through  all,  the  foul  feems  deeply  anchored 
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* in  God — adding,  f My  heart  feems  melted  with- 
c in  me  in  retrofpeCfive  view  -9  all  the  former  con- 

* Aids,  however  grievous  in  their  time,  are  lighter 

* now  than  vanity,  except  as  they  are  clearly'  feen  to 

* have  contributed  largely  to  the  fanCiification  of  the 
i foul ; as  they  are  remembered  with  awfulnefs  and 
c gratitude  before  Him  who  has  not  been  wanting 

* to  preferve  through  them  all  •,  and  as  they  feem 

* likely  to  introduce,  before  long,  an  exceeding 
‘ and  eternal  weight  of  glory.’  At  another  time 
he  faid,  ( It  is  the  Lord  that  enables  to  coincide 

* with  his  will,  and  fay  amen  to  all  the  trials  and 
‘conflicts  he  permits  to  attend  us.  My  mind  is 
1 centred  in  that  which  brings  into  perfect  acqui* 
c efcence.  There  is  nothing  in  this  world  worth 
4 being  enjoyed  out  of  the  divine  will/ 

He  gave  directions,  that  if  he  fhould  go  hence, 
every  thing  about  his  interment  fhould  be  plain 
and  Ample ; exprefled  his  entire  refignation  to  di- 
vine difpofal  j and  that  he  found  nothing  to  ftand 
between  him  and  the  Fountain  of  everlafting  love* 
At  another  time  faid,  ‘ I have  no  fear,  for  perfect 

* love  cafteth  out  all  fear,  and  he  that  feareth  is 
€ not  perfected  in  love.’  His  ftomach  refuting  all 
nourifhment,  and  a hiccough  coming  on,  he  faid, 
( Do  not  force  nature,  let  me  pafs  quietly  away  to 
1 the  eternal  inheritance/  Soon  after  faid,  € I am 
‘ waiting  patiently  to  fee  the  falvartion  of  God — * 
€ do  you  wait  patiently  with  me — I have  no  defire, 

* nor  the  fhadow  of  a defire,  to  be  reftored — I 

* hope  the  doCtors  will  foon  find  that  they  have 

* done  their  part/  To  one  he  faid,  € Thy  being 

* here  has  been  an  inexprefiible  fatisfaftion  to  me/ 
Afterwards  faid,  ‘ I have  known  fomething  of  that 

* law  of  love  whereby  all  boafting  is  entirely  ex- 
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1 eluded  *,  but  I may  fay,  through  that  which  has 
c fupported  me  under  all  the  trials  and  conflicts 
* which  have  attended  my  pallage  through  life,  to 
c you  my  beldved  friends,  as  to  dear  children, 
c Follow  me  as  I have  endeavoured  to  follow  Chrift 
{ Jcfus,  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory,  and  the  Rock 
€ of  my  eternal  falvation.’  We  omit  many  other 
weighty  and  inftruiftive  expreflions  of  our  beloved 
friend,  which  he  uttered  during  his  illnels  and  till 
near  his  dole,  left  this  teftimony  Ihould  extend  be- 
yond its  proper  limits.  He  quietly  departed  this  life 
the  22d  of  the  I ith  mo.  1793,  at  the  houfe  of  our 
aforefaid  friend  Elizabeth  Shackleton,  in  Ballitore, 
in  Ireland  * and  we  doubt  not  finished  his  courfc 
with  joy,  and  is  entered  into  the  place  of  his  reft, 
where  the  righteous  fhine  forth  as  the  fun , in  the 
kingdom  of  their  Father . 


Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  faid  monthly  meet- 
ing, by 


A Tejlimony  from  the  fictional  half-year's  meeting  of 
Friends  in  Ireland  concerning  Job  Scotty  late  of 
Providence , in  the  fate  of  Rhode-I/landy  5sV.  in 
America . 

IT  having  pleafed  the  Almighty  to  call,  from 
works  to  rewards,  this  our  beloved  friend,  we 
feel  our  minds  engaged  to  give  forth  a teftimony 
concerning  him. 

From  genuine  marks  evinced  in  the  courfe  of 
his  religious  fervices,  we  believe  him  to  have  been 
an  inftrument  fitted  and  prepared  by  the  great 
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and  fervice  in  his  ehurch  militant ; called  and  fent 
forth  by  the  immediate  influences  of  his  fpirit  to 
publifli  the  gofpel ; and  being  preferved  in  an 
eminent  degree,  carefully  attentive  to  the  leadings 
thereof,  the  wcfrd  of  the  Lord  through  him  was 
often  ‘ as  a fire  and  as  a hammer  to  break  the 
< rock  in  pieces.5  Many  were  the  bitter  cups  al- 
lotted him,  in  the  difpenfations  of  unerring  wif- 
dom,  which  though  hard  to  flefib  and  blood,  yet 
he  appeared  not  to  flirink  therefrom  ; but  in  re- 
fignation  to  the  divine  will,  and  a furrender  of  his 
own,  he  was  concerned  to  follow  the  Captain  of 
his  falvation,  who  was  made  perfect  through  fuf- 
fering  and  thus,  by  abiding  under  the  power  of 
the  crofs,  he  might  well  have  adopted  the  language 
of  the  apoftle,  € by  the  grace  of  God  I am  what  I 

* am,  and  his  grace  which  was  bellowed  on  me 

* was  not  in  vain  ; but  I laboured  abundantly,  yet 
1 not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with  me/ 

He  was  a diligent  waiter  to  experience  renewed 
qualification  for  fervice  before  he  attempted  to  move 
either  in  the  miniftry  or  in  the  tranfadtions  of  the 
difcipline  $ as  well  knowing  that  without  a frelli 
anointing,  any  endeavours  to  aft  mull  prove  inef- 
fectual, and  tend  to  centre  in  lifelefs  formality, 
againft  which  he  was  zealoufly  concerned  to  bear 
tellimony.  f 

His  converfation  was  coupled  with  fear,  as  well 
as  feafoned  with  grace  *,  and  being  deep  in  heavenly 
myfteries,  he  was  cautious  of  fquandering  the  fame, 
yet,  when  at  liberty  for  converfation,  his  communi- 
cations were  agreeable,  and  remarkably  inftruftive. 

He  vifited  the  meetings  of  Friends  in  this  na- 
tion— alfo  had  much  religious  fervice  among  thole 
not  in  profeflion  with  us,  and  was  a lharp  threfli- 
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ing  inftrument  in  the  Lord’s  hand,  againft  all  who 
preached  for  hire  and  divined  for  money,  being 
earneftly  concerned  to  call  the  people  off*  from  dead 
works,  that  they  might  be  brought  to  experience 
the  efficacy  of  true  religion  in  the  newnefs  of  life. 

In  his  laft  illnefs,  at  the  houfe  of  our  friend 
Elizabeth  Shackleton,  of  Ballitore,  he  was  much 
religned,  although  the  diforder,  which  proved  the 
fmall-pox,  by  heavy  on  him.  He  fpoke  of  the 
things  of  God?  and  thofe  that  appertain  to  his 
kingdom,  yet  was  very  modeft  and  diffident  of  his 
labours  to  promote  them  in  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple *,  but  gave  evident  marks  of  his  peace  of  mind, 
and  aflurance  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  a manfion 
of  reft  prepared  for  him,  where  the  wicked  ceafe 
from  troubling,  and  where  the  weary  be  at  reft, 
experiencing  great  ferenity  and  compofure  even  as 
a morning  without  clouds. 

He  departed  this  life  the  22d  of  nth  mo.  1793, 
aged  upwards  of  42  years,  and  has  left  an  example 
which  fpeaks  loudly  to  us  his  furvivors,  i follow 
me,  as  I have  followed  Chrift.’ 

Signed  in,  by  order,  and  on  behalf  of  our  half- 
vear’s  meeting  for  the  nation  of  Ireland,  held  in 
Dublin,  the  ift  of  5th  mo.  1794,  by 

James  Fisher,  Clerk  to  the  mens  meeting. 
Anna  Shannon,  Clerk  to  the  womens  meeting. 
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CHAP.  I. 

His  birth  and  parentage.  The  early  imprejfions 
of  truth  on  his  mind.  On  children  in  general. 
A feries  of  vi fit  at  ions  of  divine  love.  His 
frequent  tranfgrejfion,  trials  about  vcater- 
baptifm , predefination , &c. 

FORASMUCH  as  it  hath  pleafed  divine 
wifdom  to  lead  and  conduct  my  foul 
through  many,  various  and  affli clive  difpen- 
fations  ; as  well  as  through  fome  very  com- 
fortable enjoyments  ; giving  me  to  partake 
largely  of  afflictions  ; bearing  up  my  mind 
through  them  ; bringing  me  forth  again  and 
B again 
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again  rejoicing,  after  feenes  of  deep  diftrefs; 
and  wonderfully  preferving  me  through  fome 
very  deep,  and  perhaps  fomewhat  unufual 
probations,  in  my  travel  towards  the  land  of 
reft  : I feel,  and  have  often  felt,  an  engage- 
ment of  mind  to  leave  behind  me  fome  memo- 
randums in  commemoration  of  his  gracious 
dealings  with  me  from  my  youth. 

I was  born,  according  to  the  beft  account 
I could  obtain,  and  according  to  the  prefent 
or  new  ftyle,  on  the  18th  day  of  the  10th 
month  1751,  in  the  tdwnlhip  of  Providence, 
now  North-Providence,  in  the  colony  (now 
Rate)  of  Rhode-Iiland  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, in  New-England.  My  parents  names 
were  John  and  Lydia  Scott ; who  were  ac- 
counted honeft  people,  though  my  father 
made  but  little  profeflion  of  religion.  My 
mother  was  more  zealous,  and  attended 
Friends  meetings  when  Hie  conveniently 
could,  taking  me  divers  times  with  her,  and 
I think  a few  times  another  or  two  of  the  chil- 
dren ; though  we  were  all  but  young,  for  I 
being  the  eldeft  was  but  ten  years  old  when 
file  died.  I can  weli  remember  the  ferious  im- 
preiTions  and  contemplations  which,  at  that 
cariy  period  of  life,  and  for  fome  years  before 
my  mother’s  deceafe,  attended  my  mind  as  I 
fat  in  meeting  with  her,  and  on  the  way  home. 

I even  had  longing  defires  to  become  truly 
religious,  and  to  ferve  and  fear  God,  us 
Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  did,  and  others  d 
that  I read  or  heard  of.  My  mother  endea- 
voured 
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voured  much  to  reftrain  us  from  being  in  the 
company  of  rude  and  vicious  children,  and 
would  fometimes  call  us  together,  and  labour 
to  have  us  fit  in  filence  with  her,  which  we 
did  : and  though  I then  underitood  but  little 
of  the  intent  of  it,  it  has  fince  afforded  me  a 
degree  of  folid  fatisfaclion,  in  believing  the 
Lord  had  given  her  to  know  and  partake  of 
the  fubiime  enjoyments  and  fubftantial  bene- 
fits of  true,  inward,  chriftian  filence,  and 
waiting  upon  God  : and  that  five  was  defirous 
we  her  children  might,  in  our  tender  years, 
be  made  acquainted  with  at  lead  fome  fccret 
touches  of  that  divine  favour  which  I doubt 
not  (he  felt  and  experienced  in  fuch  feafons  of 
retirement : and  though,  as  I obferved,  I un- 
derftood  but  little  about  it  then ; yet  I have 
fince  had  reafon  to  believe  it  was  a real  ad- 
vantage to  me ; and  that  it  has  often  been 
remembered  fince  to  my  benefit. 

I am  fully  perfuaded  of  the  great  advantage, 
and  fpiritual  ufefulnefs  to  children  and  others, 
rtfulting  from  frequent  filent  waiting  on  the 
Lord.  I have  fcen  lively  and  convincing 
evidence  of  it,  even  in  children  very  young 
in  years ; and  fully  believe  the  impreffions  of 
divine  goodnefs  have  been  fuch  to  their  minds 
at  fome  fuch  feafons,  even  when  there  has  not 
been  a word  uttered  vocally,  as  have  laflingly 
remained,  and  powerfully  tended  to  beget  the 
true  fear  and  love  of  God  in  their  young  and 
tender  hearts.  And  O ! that  parents  were 
more  generally  concerned  to  do  all  they  could 
B 2 towards 


4 


JOURNAL  OF 

towards  landing  their  tender  offspring  into  an 
early  acquaintance  with,  and  relilh  of  divine 
things  : bed  learned,  and  mod  livingly,  and 
experimentally  fealed  upon  the  foul,  in  a ftate 
of  fflent  introverfion,  and  feeling  after  God. 

I was  told  by  fome  of  my  kindred  who  were 
prefent  at  my  mother’s  death  (for  it  being 
night  I was  not  prefent  myfelf)  that  her  de- 
parture was  joyful  and  glorious  ; and  that 
very  near  her  lafl  breath  was  fpent  in  fervent 
fupplication  to  the  Lord  her  God. 

And  now,  not  at  all  doubting  but  her  im- 
mortal fpirit  is  at  reft  in  jefus,  I leave  her, 
and  proceed  to  a further  relation  of  the  exer- 
cife  of  my  own  mind,  having  this  teftimony 
to  bear,  that  almoft  as  early  as  I can  remember 
any  thing,  I can  well  remember  the  Lord’s 
fecret  workings  in  my  heart,  by  his  grace  or 
holy  fpirit ; very  fenfibly  bringing  me  under 
condemnation  for  my  evil  thoughts  and  ac- 
tions, as  rudenefs  and  bad  words,  (though 
not  frequent  in  the  ufe  of  them)  difobedience 
to  parents  ; inwardly  wilhing,  in  moments  of, 
anger,  fome  evil  to  fuch  as  offended  me  ; and 
fuch  like  childifh  and  corrupt  difpofnions  and 
practices,  which  over  and  beyond  all  outward 
inftruftion  I was  made  fenfible  were  evil,  and 
i’prang  from  a real  root  of  evil  in  me.  And 
1 am  in  a full  belief,  that  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  children, at  an  early  age,  have  good 
and  evil  fet  before  them,  in  the  fhinings  of 
the  light  of  Chr-ift  in  their  hearts,  with  clear- 
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refs  and  evidence  fufficient  to  afcertain  to 
them  their  duty,  if  they  honeftly  attend  to  it. 
And  tiiough  I am  deeply  fenfible  of  the  necef- 
fity  and  utility  of  much  careful  guardianlhip, 
cultivation  and  inftru&ion,  in  order  to  guard 
children  againft  the  corrupting  influence  of 
example,  invitation,  and  perverfe  inclination, 
which  abundantly  and  prevalently  furround 
them  ; yet  I fear  a great  part  of  the  tuition, 
which  too  many  children  receive,  tends  rather 
to  blunt  the  true  fenfe  and  evidence  of  divine 
truths  upon  the  mind,  and  to  fubflitute  no- 
tions and  fyftems  inftead  thereof,  than  to  en- 
courage an  hpneft  attention  to  the  teachings 
which  lead  into  all  truth.  I am  fatisfied,  if  the 
teachings  of  men  were  never  to  thwart  the 
teachings  of  the  holy  fpirit,  many  things 
would  fix  on  the  minds  of  children  to  be  evils 
which  they  are  now  inftructed  and  perfuaded 
are  innocent  and  commendable.  Indeed  it  is 
mournful  to  obferve  how  many  of  them  are 
bolftered  up  in  pride,  vanity  and  revenge ; 
t;ytfght  to  plume  themfelves  upon  their  fup- 
pofed  fuperiority  of  parts  and  attainments  ; 
nurfed  up  in  the  ideas  of  grandeur  and  world- 
ly honour;  yea,  infpired  with  exalted  notions 
of  the  merit  of  valour,  heroifm,  and  human 
daughter. — Thus  the  very  image  of  God, 
which  more  or  lefs  fhines  in  the  countenance, 
and  in  the  tender  fen fibilities  and  compaffion- 
ate  coramiferating  feelings  of  an  innocent 
child,  is  defaced  or  obfcured. 

Obferve  an  innocent  child  attentively,  and 
B 3 though 
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though  anger,  paftion  and  revenge,  are  very 
obvious  features  of  the  firfl  nature,  and  fhew 
plainly  that  there  is  much  to  be  fubdued  in 
them  ; yet  it  will  be  found,  they  feel  nearly 
and  tenderly  for  the  didrefs  of  others  ; their 
little  bofoms  beat  with  compaflion  ; and  if 
they  fee  cruelty  exercifed,  by  one  upon  ano- 
ther, they  will  often,  in  the  bell:  manner  they 
can,  manifeft  their  abhorrence  of  the  cruelty, 
and  diilikc  of  the  cruel.  There  is  in  them 
-hat  which,  as  attended  to,  will  redrain  the 
violence  of  nature,  and  by  degrees  bind  the 
ftrong  man,  and  call  him  out,  fpoiling  all  his 
goods.  It  is  no  fubdantial  obje&ion  to  the 
difeernment  given  to  children  by  the  holy 
light  which  fhines  in  all,  either  that  they  evi- 
dently know  but  very  little,  for  they  have  to 
act  in  but  few  and  very  fmall  matters,  and 
their  difeernment  is  proportionate  ; or  that 
the  feeds  of  evil,  and  propenfities  to  evil  ac- 
tions, are  fome  of  the  firft  things  evident  in 
them. 

I am  not  infcnfible  of  the  volumes  of  contro- 
rerfy  about  neceility  and  free  will,  fate  and 
choice;  but  I have  no  mind  now  to  meddle 
with  any  of  the  common  arguments  pro  or  con 
refpefting  them.  Men  muffle  and  blind  their 
own  underlfandings,  by  running  into  abftrufe 
and  mctaphyfical  inquiries,  wherein  they  are 
fcarce  ever  the  better  fatisfied  for  their  niceft 
invedigations,  or  keened  difeuffions.  God 
lias  made  mankind  univerfally  fenfible  (in 
degrees  fuflkient  for  their  various  circum- 

flances. 
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fiances,  and  allotments  in  life)  of  their  duty, 
and  enabled  them  to  perform  it,  fo  far  as  they 
improve  the  means  afforded  them. 

Adam  was  as  certainly  (fo  it  ftands  in  my 
mind)  made  able  to  obey,  or  conform  to  the 
divine  will,  fo  far  as  revealed  to  him,  as  God 
is  perfeft  goodnefs ; and  fo  I am  perfuaded 
are  all  his  offspring.  I have  no  more  belief 
that  God’s  revealed  will  required  any  thing 
of  our  firft  parents,  beyond  ability  to  per- 
form, than  I have  that  God  is  cruel  or  per- 
verfe ; and  as  little  do  I believe  that  any 
infant  on  earth  comes  into  the  world  under 
a moral  impoffibility  of  conformity  to  the  di- 
vine will,  fo  far  as  by  any  means  whatever 
made  manifeft,  which  I call  revealed.  Man 
is  here,  upon  practical  principles : nothing 
is  or  can  be  a law  to  him,  further  than  it  is 
fome  way  or  other  difcovered  ;.and  that  which 
ultimately  affures  and  feals  ik  to  him  as 
God’s  law,  whatever  outward  manifeftation 
may  be  made,  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  bears 
witnefs  with  his  fpirit,  fettling  and  fatisfying 
his  mind  fufficiently  w'hat  is  good  and  what 
is  evil.  And  I firmly  believe,  if  children 
would  be  as  ftriftly  and  fteadily  conformable 
as  they  might  be  to  the  divine  will,  fo  far  as 
from  time  to  time  it  is  gradually  opened  and 
made  known  (and  there  is  always  power  with 
the  opening)  they  would  foon  acquire  a good 
degree  of  dominion,  in  the  ftrength  of  divine 
life,  over  the  ftrength  of  evil  inclinations  in 
them. 


Our 
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Our  Rate  in  this  life  is  a Rate  of  pro- 
bation. Such  was  the  Rate  of  man  original- 
ly, and  fuch  it  is  now.  And  in  order  that 
man  at  firR,  or  ever  after,  might  be  able 
to  conquer,  or  be  juRly  punifhable  for  de- 
fertion  or  deleat,  he  was,  is  and  muR  be, 
armed  with  armour  invincible  againR  all 
the  powers  that  were  or  are  fuflered  to  af- 
fail  him.  This  is  juR  our  ground,  our  Rate 
and  fituation.  Subject  to  vanity,  or  to  ma- 
ny and  various  temptations;  yet  being  in- 
wardly armed  with  the  Spirit  of  Omnipo- 
tence, fo  far  as  we  Rand  faithful,  and  fight 
valiantly  in  the  Rrength  afl'orded  us,  we  are 
fure  of  vidtory.  Our  Rrength  or  help  is  only 
in  God;  but  then  it  is  near  us,  it  is  in  us — a 
force  fuperior  to  all  poflible  oppofition— a force 
that  never  was,  nor  can  be  foiled.  We  are  free 
to  Rand  in  this  unconquerable  ability,  and 
defeat  the  powers  of  darknefs  ; or  to  turn, 
from  it,  and  be  foiled  and  overcome.  When 
wre  Rand,  we  know  it  is  God  alone  upholds 
us;  and  when  we  fall,  we  feel  that  our  fall  or 
deRruction  is  of  outfelves. 

Many  there  are  who  put  light  for  darknefs, 
and  darknefs  for  light ; bitter  for  lweet,  and 
fweet  for  bitter.  They  call  the  divine  light, 

* which  lighteneth  every  man  that  cometh  in- 

* to  the  world, a natural  light,  an  ignis  fa- 
tuus,  or  by  fome  other  ignominious  epithet ; 
though  the  Scripture  declares  it  the  very  life 
of  the  holy  word,  that  was  in  the  beginning 

with 
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with  God , and  truly  was  God . There  are 
many  of  them,  who,  under  a notion  of  advo- 
cating the  true  caufe  and  doctrine  of  Chrift, 
ftrike  violently  againfl  the  very  life  of  it ; 
and  will  not  allow  that  the  4 manifeftation  of 
‘ the  Spirit  is  given  to  every  man  to  profit 
* withal, ’f  though  the  fcriptures  exprefsly  af- 
fert  it,  and  experience  confirms  it  to  thofe 
who  rightly  profit  by  the  meafure  received. 
Many  who  have,  from  tradition  and  educa- 
tion, for  a feafon  believed  the  Holy  Spirit, 
gracioufly  vouchfafed  them,  was  fotne  very 
inferior  thing  to  the  true  Spirit  ol  the.  ever. 
Jailing  and  moll  holy  God,  have  at  length, 
by  yielding  to  its  didates,  and  taking  it  for 
their  leader,  grown  wifer  than  their  teachers, 
and  been  indubitably  inltrucled  and  allured 
that  it  was  indeed  the  eternal  Spirit , that,  from 
their  infantile  days,  llrove  with  them,  for 
their  reconciliation  with  God,  the  eternal 
fource  of  it ; as  it  did  with  the  old  world,  for 
their  recovery  from  their  corrupted,  alien- 
ated Hate. 

We  find  that  when  the  earth  was  corrupt 
before  God,  and  filled  with  violence;  when 
4 God  looked  yp°n  the  earth,  and  behold  it 
4 was  corrupt,  for  all  tl  had  corrupted  his 
4 way  upon  the  earth,’  Gen.  vi.  i-i  , 12  ; when 
4 God  faw  that  the  wickednefs  of  man  was 
4 great  in  the  earth,  and  that  every  imagina- 
4 tion  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only 
4 evil  continually,’  ver.  .5 ; when  4 it  repent- 

4 ed 
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* ed  the  Lord  that  he  had  made  man  on  the 
‘ earth,  and  it  grieved  him  at  his  heart,’  C : 
at  that  mod  totally  abandoned  and  depraved 
period  and  ftate  of  mankind,  when  God  was 
juft  about  extirpating  from  the  face  of  the 
earth  the  whole  wretched  race  of  man,  a few 
individuals  excepted  : at  fuch  a feufon  as  this, 
‘ the  Lord  laid.  My  Spirit  fhall  not  always 
Jlrive  with  man,’  ver.  3.  Surely  if  his  Spirit 
had  jcriven  with  them  until  that  time,  until 
they  were  fo  defperately  wicked,  and  wholly 
corrupted,  that  not  only  fome  but  every 
imagination  of  their  hearts  was  evil,  yea,  only 
evil,  and  that  continually ; we  may  well  believe 
the  exprefs  fcripture  afiertion,  that  a ‘ mani- 
‘ feflation  of  the  Spirit  is  given  to  every  man 
‘ to  profit  withal.’ 

If  God’s  love  is  fuch  to  men,  that  he  fol- 
lows them  by  the  ftrivings  of  his  own  Spirit, 
and  fpares  them,  until,  by  difobedience  they 
become  abandoned  and  corrupted,  what 
greater  evidence  can  we  defire  of  the  univer- 
fality  of  his  love,  the  long-fufFering  of  his 
patience,  and  impartial  vouchfafement  of  his 
Holy  Spirit,  not  to  a few  to  the  exclufion  of 
the  reft,  but  to  all  mankind  the  world  over. 
And  what  more  than  reafoning  confirms  it 
to  be  fo,  is,  the  abfolute  truth  of  the  fact  in 
the  individual  experience  of. all.  It  is  true 
many  deny  it.  The  Jews  alfo  denied  Chrifl 
to  be  the  Son  of  God.  They  did  not 
know  who,  and  what  he  was;  and  their  in- 
fulting  Query,  ‘ Whom  makeft  thou  thy- 
' « felf ?’ 
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4 felf  ?’*  was  juft  as  natural  to  proceed  from 
them  in  their  dark  and  carnal  ftate,  as  is  the 
confidence  wherewith  thoufands,  high  in  pro- 
feflion  of  godlincfs,  now  utterly  difallow  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  is  given  to  all,  to  be  the 
Holy  Spirit.  But  this  confolation  have  ail 
Wifdom’s  children,  that  ‘ Wifdom  f is  jufti- 
fied  of  them  all ; and  that  the  unbelief  of 
others  can  never  make  void  their  faith : 
they  are  taught  of  God,  and  great  is  their 
peace. 

In  regard  to  my  own  early  acquaintance 
with  the  Holy  Spirit’s  operation,  though  I 
then  knew  not  what  it  was,  I have  now  no 
more  doubt  about  it  than  I have  about  the 
exiftence  and  omniprefence  of  God.  It  is 
fealed  upon  my  heart,  with  as  much  clear- 
nefs  and  certainty,  that  it  is  the  Spirit  of  the 
living  God,  and  that  it  viftts,  woos,  invites, 
and  drives  with  all,  at  leaft  for  a feafon,  as  it 
is,  that  God  is  no  refpecler  of  perfons.  And 
I as  fully  believe  no  man  can  have  any  clear 
knowledge  of  God,  orW  his  own  religious 
duty,  without  the  Holy  Spirit’s  influence,  as 
I believe  the  wifdom  of  this  world  is  foolifh- 
r.efs  with  God,  and  that  the  wmrld  by  wifdom 
know  him  not.  Yea,  fo  quick  and  powerful, 
fo  difcerning  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the 
heart ; and  fo  juft  and  diftinguifning,  in  ap- 
proving and  condemning  them,  according  as 
they  are  good  or  bad,  is  this  fpirit,  word, 
and  witnefs  in  man  ; that  not  only  without 
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the  aid  of  human  injundtion  or  information  ; 
but  in  direct  dijfent  from , and  difapprobation 
of,  the  fentiments,  advice,  and  preiiing  invi- 
tations and  perfuafions  of  my  play-mates,  and 
thofe  much  older  than  myfelf,  and  who  con- 
fidently and  repeatedly  declared  to  me,  that 
fuch  and  fuch  things  were  innocent  and  not 
at  all  wicked,  and  that  nobody  thought  them 
fo  but  myfelf ; the  teftimony  of  truth  would 
and  did  arife  and  live  in  my  heart  when  very 
young,  through  the  lhining  of  divine  light  or 
influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit ; that  thofe  things 
were  evil,  were  wicked  ; and  I thought,  not- 
withfianding  all  thofe  young  perfons  could 
fay  to  the  contrary,  that  all  good  people 
would  think  as  I did — and  believe  they  would 
be  generally  fo  accounted,  if  all  men  kept 
Rridtly  to  the  Holy  Spirit’s  teachings.  But 
violence  being  done  to  clear  conviction  in 
the  mind,  death \ takes  place,  as  on  Adam  in 
the  day  he  ate  forbidden  fruit.  And  in  this 
Rate  of  death , the  truth  is  not  fo  eafily  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  error,  or  good  from  evil,  as  be- 
fore tranfgreflion.  Evil  habits  gain  (Length; 
darknefs  covers  the  mind  ; temptation  is  re- 
newed, and  though  the  Spirit  again  in  fomc 
degree  premonifheth,  and  bids  beware,  the 
mind,  habituated  to  the  Rifling  of  conviction, 
too  commonly  again  ruflies  forward,  and  be- 
comes more  and  more  hardened  and  dark- 
ened, until  what  was  at  firfl.  plainly  con- 
demned as  evil,  by  the  unflattering  witnefs 
in  the  mind,  is  at  length  maintained  to  be 
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innocent  and  finlefs.  This  is  the  too  ufual 
courfe  of  poor  mankind. 

Before  I was  ten  years  old,  the  workings 
of  truth  grew  fo  powerful  in  my  mind  at 
times,  that  I took  up  feveral  refolutions  (or 
at  feveral  times  refolved)  to  amend  my  ways, 
and  live  a ferious  and  religious  life,  though 
I was  not  one  of  the  mod  vicious  of  my 
years  ; yet  enough  fo  to  be  made  very  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  Lord’s  controverfy  with  me,  on 
account  of  the  evil  of  my  ways.  My  mind 
became  exceedingly  difquieted,  when  I went 
contrary  to  divine  ruanifedation ; though  I 
had  not  yet  a clear  fenfe  that  it  was  the  very 
Power  and  Spirit  of  God  upon  me  that  fo 
condemned  and  diftreffed  me  for  fin,  and 
drove  to  redeem  my  foul  from  the  bondage 
of  corruption. 

I now  began  to  take  notice  of  what  I heard 
read  and  converfed  of  refpecting  religion  ; 
and  among  other  things,  I heard  frequent 
mention  in  books  and  converfation  of  the 
Spirit  of  God ; and  that  good  people  in  for- 
mer times  had  it  in  them ; and  by  it  learned 
the  will  of  God,  and  were  enabled  to  per- 
form it.  I perceived  it  was  often  fpoken  of 
in  both  the  Old  and  New  Tedament,  and 
many  other  writings.  I underdood  that  true, 
converts  in  thefe  days  alfo  have  it.  But, 
like  many  others,  I overlooked  its  lively 
checks  and  calls  in  tnyfelf;  had  no  idea  that 
I had  ever  known  any  thing  of  it ; longed 
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to  be  favoured  with  it ; but  fuppofed  it  was 
feme  extraordinary  appearance,  different  far 
from  any  thing  I ever  yet  had  been  ac- 
quainted with. 

Thus  the  Jews,  even  while  they  were  ex- 
pecting Chi  ill’s  coming,  knew  him  not  when 
lie  came.  They  overlooked  and  defpifed  his 
mean  and  ordinary  appearance ; thought  he 
was  Jofeph’s  fon  and  born  among  them,  and  fo 
rejected,  abided  and  finally  put  him  to  death. 
But  they  were  miftaken  in  his  pedigree  : his 
defeent  was  from  heaven  ; and  God,  not  Jo- 
feph,  was  his  father.  Juft  fo  are  thoufands 
now  miftaken,  as  to  the  dignity  and  origin 
of  God’s  Spirit  in  them  ; they  think  it  is  of 
man , a part  of  his  nature  and  being;  whereas 
it  is  of  the  very  life,  power  and  fubftance  of 
God.  Its  defeent  is  as  truly  from  heaven,  as 
was  that  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  He  came  in  that 
low,  mean  and  ordinary  appearance  as  to 
outward  ihew  arid-accommodations,  teaching 
us  thereby  not  to  defpife  the  day  of  fmall  things , 
nor  overlook  the  lit tlenefs  of  the  motions  of 
divine  life  in  our  own  fouls.  And  when  he 
compares  the  kingdom  of  Heaven,  which  he 
cxprefsly  fays  is  within,  to  outward  things, 
he  very  inftructively  inculcates  to  us,  that 
the  beginnings  of  it  are  fmall , ‘ a little  lea- 
‘ veil’ — ‘ a little  feed’ — ‘ a grain  of  muftard 
* feed’ — ‘ the  le aft  of  all  feeds.’* — This  is 
true  in  the  inward,  whatever  it  be  in  the 
outward  ; for  the  feed  of  the  kingdom  is 
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« the  lead  of  all  the  feeds’  in  the  field  or  gar- 
den of  the  heart.  Other  feeds  fprout,  fpring 
up,  and  take  the  attention,  while  the  incor- 
ruptible feed,  the  word  of  God  in  the  heart, 
is  overlooked,  trampled  under  and  defpifed. 

O ! that  children  and  alt  people  would  be 
careful  in  their  very  early  years,  and  as 
they  grow  up  and  advance  in  life,  to  mind 
the  4 reproofs  of  inftrudlion’  in  their  own 
breafts  ; they  are  known  to  be  4 the  way 
‘ of  life,’f  divine  life  to  the  foul.  This 
fometbing,  though  they  know  not  what  it 
is,  that  checks  them  in  fecret  for  evil,  both 
before  and  after  they  yield  to  the  tempt- 
ation, warning  them  beforehand  not  to 
touch  or  talfe,  and  afterwards  condemning 
them  if  they  do  fo  ; and  inwardly  inclin- 
ing them  to  a life  of  religion  and  virtue — 
this  is  the  very  thing,  dear  young  people, 
whereby  God  worketh  in  you,  to  will  and 
to  do  ; and  by  which  he  will,  if  you  cleave 
to  it,  and  work  with  it,  enable  you  to  work 
out  your  own.  falvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling before  him.  Defpife  it  not,  do  no 
violence  to  its  motions  ; love  it,  cherilh  it, 
reverence  it ; hearken  to  its  pleadings  with 
you  ; give  up  without  delay  to  its  requirings, 
and  obey  its  teachings.  It  b God’s  mef- 
lenger  for  good  to  thy  immortal  foul:  its 
voice  in  thy  ftreets  is  truly  the  voice  of  the 
living  God : its  call  is  a kind  invitation  to 
thee  from  the  throne  of  grace.  Hear  it,  and 
C 2 it 
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u will  lead  thee  ; obey  it,  and  it  will  fave 
thee : it  will  fave  thee  from  the  power  of  fin 
and  Satan:  it  will  finally  lead  thee  to  an  in- 
heritance incorruptible  in  the  manfions  of 
reft,  the  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal 
in  the  heavens. 

I entreat  you,  as  you  love  your  own  fouls, 
and  prize  an  everlafling  falvation  ; I warn 
you,  by  the  dreadful  fruits  of  difobedience, 
by  the  pangs,  remorfe  and  fuffc rings  of  my 
own  foul  for  fin  and  tranfgreffion.  Had  I 
Readily  obeyed  the  truth  in  my  inward  parts 
had  I attended  fingly  and  faithfully  to  this 
divine  monitor,  my  portion  had  been  peace 
my  cup,  a cup  of  confolation.  I might  have 
rejoiced  and  fung,  whereas  I have  had  to 
mourn  and  weep.  For  as  I grew  to  fifteen 
and  upwards,  in  violation  to  clear  inward 
conviftions,  in  oppofition  to  the  dictates  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  I began  to  run  into  com- 
pany, learned  to  dance  and  play  cards, 
and  took  great  delight  therein.  I was  often 
deeply  condemned,  and  often  drove  to  ltifie 
the  witnefs,  and  perfuade  myfelf  there  was 
no  harm  in  any  of  thefe  things. 

My  Father  fometimes  reproved  me  in  thofe 
days  for  my  conduct  ; but  finning  againlt 
divine  light  and  vifitation,  hardened  me 
again!!  his  advice.  I grew  more  and  more 
vain,  proud,  airy  and  wanton.  I put  myfelf 
in  the  way  of  much  evil  communication  ; 
and  it  mournfully  corrupted  good  manners. 

My 
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My  tafle  for  pleafure  and  amufcmern  grew 
keen,  my  fpirits  were  low  and  languid  when 
alone,  and  I rufhed  into  company  and  merri- 
ment for  alleviation. 

Thus  I went  on  frolicking  and  gaming,  and 
{pending  my  precious  time  in  vanity.  Often 
at  night,  or  in  the  night,  and  fometimes  near 
break  of  day,  I have  returned  home  from  my 
merry  meetings  grievoufly  condemned,  dif- 
trefled  and  afhamed  ; wifhingl  had  not  gone 
into  l'uch  company,  and  refolving  to  do  fo  no 
more ; but  foon  my  resolutions  failed  me, 
and  away  I went  again  and  again,  and  thus 
continued  making  {till  greater  ff rides  in  folly 
than  before.  'Hie  Lord  followed  me  ciofe, 
in  mercy,  and  often  brake  in  powerfully  upon 
me,  turning  all  my  mirth  into  mourning;  yet 
I ftill  got  over  the  holy  witnefs,  did  defpite 
to;  the  fpirit  of  grace,  and  repaired  again  to 
my  haunts  of  diverfion  and  merriment.  Some- 
times when  I have  flood  upon  the  floor  to 
dance,  with  a partner  by  the  hand,  before  all 
were  quite  ready,  God  has  arifVn  in  judgment, 
and  (mitten  me  to  the  very  heart. — Oh!  I hill 
feelingly  remember  his  appearance  within  me, 
when  none  knew  the  agony  of  my  foul.  I 
felt  ready  to  fink  under  the  weight  of  con- 
demnation and  anguish  ; but  refolutely  muf- 
tering  all  the  floutnefs  I was  mafter  of,  I bra- 
zened it  out,  until  the  muficlc  called  me  to 
the  dance,  and  then  I loon  drowned  the  voice 
of  conviction,  became  merry,  and  caroufed 
among  my  companions  in  diffipation,  until 
C 3 time 
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time  urged  a difmiflion  of  our  jovial  affembly 
and  called  me  to  return,  often  lonely,  to  rm 
father’s  houfe,  my  outward  habitation.  Oh 
me,  how  fared  it  with  me  then  ? I affure  thee, 
reader,  I have  not  forgotten  thofe  fad  and 
mournful  walks  at  the  conclufion  of  my  mid- 
night revellings.  I have  been  broken  down 
in  deep  abafement  and  felf-abhorrence  j have  - 
come  to  a full  ftand,  flopped  and  fat  down 
on  a flump,  flone  or  log,  by  the  way  ; wrung  ! 
mv  hands,  ftrewed  my  tears  before  the  Lord,  | 
in  forrow  and  extremity  of  anguilh,  bordering 
almoft  on  defperation.  I have  begged  for- 
givenefs  ; implored  afliftance  ; vowed  amend-, 
inent ; obtained  fome  relief ; and  returned 
home  in  hope  of  reformation.  But  alas,  alas  ! : 
my  refolutions  were  written  as  it  were  in  fand  v 
the  power  of  habit  had  enllaved  me  ; and  al- 
molt  the  next  invitation  of  my  affociates, ! 
overcame  all  my  engagements  j the  eagernefs  ! 
of  defires  for  divertifements  and  paftime,  j 
brake  through  all  the  fanftions  of  vows  ; and 
violated  the  folemnity  of  facred  promifes  to 
my  God.  I rufhed  again  into  tranfgreflion, 
as  an  horfe  rulhes  into  the  battle  ; again  and 
again  1 took  my  fwing,  and  drank  my  fill : 
and  again  and  again  remorfe  and  compunc- 
l ion  fti/.ed  upon  me.  Adored  for  ever  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  he  forfook  me  not  ; but 
followed  me  {till  defer  and  ciofer,  and  found-  i 
ed  the  alarm  louder  and  louder  in  mine  ears. 
There  was  in  me  an  immortal  part,' which  his 
love  was  towards ; the  recovery  of  which, 
from  the  thraldom  of  fin  and  corruption,  his 
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goodnels  engaged  him  to  feek  by  mercy  and 
by  judgment  : frowns  and  frniles  ; chaftife- 
ments  and  endearments ; and  all  in  love  m- 
expreflible. 

Thus  dealt  he  with  me.  When  I turned  at 
his  reproofs,  he  fmiled  upon  me,  and  relieved 
my  foul’s  anxiety;  but  when  I again  revolted, 
his  rod  was  lifted  up  in  fatherly  correction. 
The  hill  fmall  voice  was  uttered  in  my  dwell- 
ing, as  in  the  cool  of  the  day,  when  a little 
retired  from  noife  and  commotion,  Adam , 
i where  art  thou  f There  was  no  hiding  from 
him,  whofe  penetrating  eye  no  fecret  can 
efcape  ; and  whofe  aim  in  reproving  was  only 
to  fave.  He  ftill  reproved  my  wanderings, 
and  pointed  out  the  right  way,  according 
to  fcripture  declaration,  ‘ thou  (halt  hear  a 
5 voice  behind  thee,  faying,  this  is  the  way, 
* walk  in  it.’  Indeed  the  way  was  {hewn  me; 
it  was  often  plainly  call;  up  before  me  ; but  I 
would  not  walk  in  it.  I knew  my  Lord’s 
will,  but  did  it  not ; mine  own,  I (till  delight- 
ed in  the  indulgence  of.  O!  that  others  may 
efcape  my  load  of  guilt ; and  may  I fay,  my 
bed  of  hell,  or  inward  tormenting  agony,  by 
a timely  fubmiflion  to  the  reproofs  of  in- 
firuclion. 

Sometimes  I fpent  near  all  the  firft-day  of 
the  week,  when  I fhould  have  been  at  meet- 
ing, in  playing  cards,  idle,  if  not  diffolute  con- 
verfation,  and  other  vain  amufements  ; re- 
turning home  at  night  in  condemnation,  and 
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fometimes  fighing  and  crying,  and  yet  thro’ 
all  this  the  Lord  preferved  me  from  hard 
drinking,  though  often  in  the  way  of  tempta- 
tion and  felicitation  to  it.  Swearing  I alfo 
moflly  refrained  from.  Jelling,  joking  and 
vain  converfation,  I went  eonfiderable  lengths 
in  ; and  fometimes  joined  the  foremoll  in  fil- 
thy and  obfcene  difcourfes.  Then  again  great 
Ihame  and  felf-abhorrence  would  overwhelm 
me  ; again  I vowed,  promifed  and  renewed 
my  covenant ; but  all  in  vain  ; I had  not  got 
deep  enough  ; nor  were  my  covenants  made 
or  renewed  in  the  right  ability  ; but  too  much 
in  my  own  llrength  and  crjaturely  refolutions ; 
fo  they  foon  were  broken.  Sometimes  I held 
out  a week  or  two  ; other  times  only  a day 
or  two.  Thus  time  palled  on  ; and,  with  an 
increafe  of  years,  I found  an  increafing  pro- 
penlity  to  wantonnefs  and  diffipation.  But 
biefied  be  the  God  of  my  fulvation,  he  pro- 
portionately increafed  my  fenfe  of  guilt  and 
condemnation. 

I had  feafons  of  very  ferious  confideration 
upon  religion.  What  inltruCtions  1 had  out- 
wardly received,  were  moftly  in  the  way  of 
Friends ; but  when  I came  near  to  man’s 
ellate,  falling  in  company  with  fome  of  the 
Baptifi  feciety,  1 was  drawn  to  attend  their 
meetings  in  Providence.  Friends  meetings 
were  oftener  held  in  lilence  than  fuited  my 
itching  ear.  I loved  to  hear  words,  began  to 
grow  inquifitive,  and  to  fearch  pretty  deeply 
into  doctrines  and  tenets  of  religion  ; and  the 
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Baptift  preachers  filled  my  ears  with  words, 
and  my  head  with  arguments  and  diftindtions ; 
but  my  heart  was  little  or  not  at  all  improved 
by  them.  I almofi:  forfook  the  meetings  of 
Friends,  except  yearly  meetings,  and  meet- 
ings appointed  by  travellers  in  the  fervice  of 
the  gofpel.  But  when  I went  to  thefe,  O ! 
how  livingly  l {till  remember  the  heavenly 
and  heart-tendering  imprefiions  I fometimes 
received  under  the  animating  tefii monies  de- 
livered in  the  life  of  the  gofpel.  Here  my 
heart  was  helped,  though  my  head  was  lefs 
amufed  than  among  the  Baptifis  : however, 
as  I knew  not  clearly  what  caufeci  the  differ- 
ence; as  Friends  meetings  remained  ftiii  often 
filent  ; and  as  I ftill  wifhed  the  gratification 
of  argumentative,  fyftematic  difcourfes  ; I 
ftill  pretty  diligently  attended  the  Baptift 
meeting  ; and,  in  my  molt  religious  feafons, 
I began  to  think  of  being  baptized  in  water. 
For  the  head-work  fo  far  outrun  the  heart- 
work,  during  my  attendance  of  thefe  meet- 
ings, that  I became  convinced  in  [peculation, 
that,  that  outward  performance  was  an  ordi- 
nance of  Chrift;  though  I have  fince  feen, 
that  it  never  was  ordained  by  Jefus  ; but  was 
a forerunning,  preparatory  and  decreafing 
inftitution,  and  has  long  fince  done  its  office, 
and  ceafed  in  the  church  in  point  of  obliga- 
tion ; and  that  there  is  now  to  the  true  church 
but  one  Lord,  one  faith,  and  one  baptifm, 
that  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  only  can  purify 
and  make  clean  the  infide.  O ! my  heart, 
my  very  foul  is  fully  fatisfied  in  this  matter ; 
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having  felt  the  living  efficacy  of  this  one  fay- 
ing baptifin,  and  known  its  full  i'ufficiency, 
without  any  other. 

What  firft  turned  my  mind  to  believe  the 
outward  a chriftian  ordinance  was  this  one  . 
argument  of  the  Baptifls — ‘ Chrifl  cotnmand- 
‘ ed  his  difciples  to  baptize : No  man  can  - 
‘ baptize  with  the  Holy  Glioft ; therefore  the 
‘ baptil'in  he  commanded  was  not  that  of  the 
‘ Holy  Ghofl:,  but  that  of  water.’  This  then  ( 
appeared  to  me  conclufive,  and  unanfwerable. 
But  it  w;as  my  ignorance  of  that  baptizing 
power  which  attends  all  true  gofpel  mini  dry, 
that  made  me  affent  to  this  falfe  pofition,  ‘ no 
£ man  can  baptize  with  the  Holy  Ghofl. ’ Man  ■ 
himfelf,  in  his  own  mere  ability,  I know  can- 
not ; but  I alfo  know,  that  of  himfelf  he  can-  ■ 
not  preach  the  gofpel.  This  affertion,  no  man 
can  preach  the  gofpel,  is  juft  as  true  as  that  ] 
‘ no  man  can  baptize  with  the  Holy  Ghofl.’ 
As  man  merely,  he  can  do  nothing  at  all  of 
either ; but  it  Hill  Hands  true,  man  can,  . 
through  divine  affiflance,  do  both.  The  real 
gofpel  was  never  yet  preached,  but  c with  the 
* Holy  Ghofl  fent  down  from  heaven.’  y Thus  j 
the  apoflles  preached  it,  and  thus  alone  it  is  : 
ftill  preached — and  fo  preachirtg  it,  it  was  a : 
baptizing  miniftry.  As  they  fpake,  the  Holy  j 
Ghofl  fell  on  them  that  heard  them  ; that  is*  1 
where  faith  wrought  in  the  hearts  of  the  hear- 
ers, and  the  living  eternal  word  preached, 
through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  was 

mixed 
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mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  heard  it ; the 
Holy  Ghoft  fell  on  them,  baptizing  them  into 
a living  foul-faving  fenfe  of  the  e power  of 
* God  to  falvatlon,’  f which  is  the  true  life 
of  the  gofpel.  Thus  the  apoftles  fulfilled  the 
commiffion.  They  taught  baptizingly.  The 
commifiion  is  not  ‘ teach,  and  then  baptize,’ 
as  two  feparate  ads.  It  is I * *  4 teach,  baptizing’ 
— and  thole  who  livingly  witnefs  the  gofpel , 
the  power  of  God  to  falvation,  preached  unto 
them,  they  feel  it,  and  receive  it  in,  and  only- 
in  4 the  Holy  Ghoft  fent  down  from  heaven,’ 
4 they  are  taught  baptizingly,  in  the  demon- 
4 ftration  of  the  fpirit  and  of  power.’  J And 
no  preaching  has  a whit  more  of  the  gofpel 
in  it,  than  it  has  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  alone 
true  baptizing  power.  I don’t  marvel  that  the 
letter-learned  teachers  of  our  day  who  run  un- 
fent,  who  are  always  ready , are  ignorant  that  a 
true  gofpel  minifter  is  clothed  with  baptizing 
authority  from  on  high. — I may  not  now  go 
much  further  into  the  difcuffion  of  the  fubjed 
of  baptifm,  though  I fcarce  know  how  to  dif- 
mifs  it,  fo  many  things  occur  in  evidence  that 
there  is  and  can  be  but  one  in  the  gofpel,  and 
that  this  is  and  muft  be  fpiritual. 

I had  not  yet  fully  given  up  to  the  motions 

of  divine  life  in  my  own  heart.  My  mind  was 
too  much  turned  outward ; and  the  preaching 
of  thofe  I fometimes  went  to  hear,  who 
preached  in  their  own  time,  had  a powerful 
tendency  to  keep  it  outward.  In  this  ftate  of 

outward 


f Rom.  i.  x6.  f x Cor.  ii.  4* 


24 


JOURNAL  OF 

outward  attention  and  inquiry,  I found  no* 
thing  that  could  give  me  power  over  fin  and 
corruption  ; but  notwithdanding  all  my  feri- 
ous  thoughtfulnefs,  and  frequent  and  ardent 
defires  to  become  truly  religious,  I dill, 
once  in  a while,  brake  loofe,  and  launched 
forth  into  as  great  degrees  of  vanity  and 
wickednefs  as  ever  : and  then  again  a turn  of 
ferioufnefs  would  come  over  me.  One  time 
under  deep  exercife,  after  reafoning  and  hefi- 
tating  great  part  of  a day,  whether  I had  bed 
give  up  with  full  purpofe  of  heart,  to  lead  a 
religious  life  or  net ; at  length  I gave  up,  and 
entered  once  more  into  folemn  covenant,  to 
ferve  God,  and  deny  myfelf,  according  to  the 
bed  of  my  underdanding.  Aimed  as  foon  as 
I had  thus  given  up,  and  come  to  this  good 
conclufion,  in  depped  the  grand  adverfary, 
and  blundered  and  didreffed  my  mind  ex- 
ceedingly with  the  doctrine  of  prededination ; 
powerfully  infinuating  that  a certain  number 
were  infallibly  ordained  to  eternal  falvation, 
the  red  to  inevitable  dedruclion ; and  that  not 
all  the  religious  exercifes  of  my  mind  could 
podibly  make  any  alteration  in  my  final  def- 
tination  and  allotment.  If  God  had  damned 
me  from  all  eternity,  I mud  be  damned  for- 
ever ; if  he  had  chofen  me  to  eternal  falva- 
tion, I might  fet  my  heart  at  red,  and  live  jud 
fuch  a life  as  would  mod  gratify  my  natural 
inclinations  ; for  what  advantage  could  there 
be  in  religion,  and  felf-denial,  if  an  eternal, 
unalterable  decree  fecured  my  final  end.  I 
felt  willing  to  hope  I was  a chofen  vefl'el ; and 
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for  a fhort  time  thefe  ideas  fo  crouded  into 
my  mind,  that  I was  even  ready  to  conclude  a 
God  all  goodnefs  had  doomed  the  far  greater 
part  of  mankind  to  never  ending  mifcry,  with- 
out any  provocation  on  their  part.  I now 
view  the  doftrine  of  unconditional  election  to 
eternal  life,  and  reprobation  to  eternal  de- 
ftru&ion,  with  abhorrence.  I almoft  marvel, 
that  under  a cloud  of  darknefs,  my  rational 
faculties  could  ever  be  fo  impofed  upon,  as 
to  alTent  to  fo  erroneous  a fentiment.  I know 
of  no  doctrine  in  the  world,  that  more  fhock- 
ingly  reflects  on  the  character  of  the  Deity. 

I did  not  indeed  fo  drink  down  this  falfe 
dodtrine  as  to  relinquifh  my  purpofe  of  amend- 
ment all  at  once ; I held  out  a few  weeks ; 
when,  mournful  to  relate,  the  influence  of 
young  company,  and  my  vehement  defires 
for  creaturely  indulgence,  through  the  tole- 
rating influence  of  the  aforefaid  infinuations, 
brake  through  all  my  molt  folemn  engage- 
ments, threw  down  the  walls  and  fortifica- 
tions, and  expofed  me  an  ealy  prey  to  the 
grand  enemy  of  my  foul’s  falvation.  Again 
I took  my  fwing  in  vanity,  amufements  and 
diflipation.  This,  however,  was  but  a fhort 
race.  The  Lord,  in  loving  kindnefs,  followed 
me  with  his  judgments,  inwardly  revealed 
againft  fin.  The  prince  of  darknefs  aifo  fol- 
lowed me,  with  temptation  upon  temptation 
to  evil ; and  with  various  fubtil  infinuations, 
and  dark  notions,  to  rid  me  of  all  fear,  re- 
ftraint  or  tendernefs  of  confcience.  At  length, 
D not- 
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notwithftanding  all  I had  felt  of  the  power  of 
God  upon  me,  in  reproof  for  fin,  and  invita- 
tion to  holinefs  ; yea,  though  1 llad  had  fome 
true  relifh  of  divine  good,  the  holy  witnefs 
became  fo  Rifled,  that  I began  to  conclude 
there  was  no  God ; that  all  things  came  by 
chance,  by  nature,  by  the  fortuitous  jumble 
and  concourfe  of  atoms,  without  any  defign- 
ing  caufe,  or  intelligent  arrangement ; that  it 
was  idle,  chimerical  and  delufive,  to  think  of 
ferving  or  fearing  a being  who  had  no  exift- 
ance  but  in  imagination. — Here  let  it  be  well 
confidered,  what  a powerful  influence  the  ad- 
million  of  one  falfe  doctrine,  and  the  violation 
of  divine  manifeflation  and  conviftion,  has  in 
paving  the  way  for  other  falfe  doctrines.  Not 
much  l'ooner  had  1 received  and  cherifhed  one 
of  the  grand  falfehoods  of  the  father  of  lies, 
the  doctrine  of  irrefirtible  neceflity,  and  pre- 
deflination,  than  in  the  mills  of  darknefs 
which  fpread  over  my  mind,  under  the  bale- 
ful influence  thereof,  I even  dared  to  deny  the 
eternal  deity;  and,  horrible  to  the  laft  degree 
to  think  of,  I began  to  rejoice  in  the  idea  of 
unbounded,  unreftrained  licentioufnels  and 
carnality  ; and  that  I was  unaccountable  for 
my  conduct,  not  confidering  that,  on  my 
atheiflical  fcheme,  I was  unprotected,  and  had 
no  more  to  hope  than  to  fear ; none  to  look 
up  to  for  defence  and  fuccour ; but  muft  be 
left  a prey  to  violence,  and  all  kinds  of  adver- 
fity  attendant  on  this  life. 

Oh  ! the  depravity  of  tafte  and  inclination, 
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as  well  as  of  underftanding,  which  I was 
plunged  into  ! I went  on  a few  months  after 
this,  much  in  the  fame  manner ; my  days  I 
fpent  in  vanity  and  rebellion  ; my  nights  fre- 
quently in  horror  and  diftrefs  ! Many  a night 
I fcarce  durft  enter  my  chamber,  or  lay  me 
down  in  bed. — I have  the  mold  unfhaken 
ground  to  believe  it  was  the  immediate  power 
of  God  upon  me,  that  thus  terrified  my  guilty 
foul  ; and  that  in  the  molt  fatherly  goodnefs, 
condefcenfion  and  mercy,  in  order  to  prevent 
my  going  on  to  endlels  perdition,  to  which  I 
feemed  to  be  fvviftly  porting. — Day  after  day, 
and  night  after  night,  I was  diftrefled  ! — the 
Lord  fetting  my  fins  in  order  before  me,  and 
pleading  with  me  to  return  unto  him  and  live. 
At  laft  I fled  again  to  religious  engagement 
for  relief,  betook  myfelf  to  prayer,  and  cried 
to  the  Lord,  in  the  bitternefs  of  my  fpirit. 
Sometimes  I begged  and  interceded  for  mer- 
cy, and  power  to  make  a ftand  and  overcome 
fin,  with  fuch  vehemency  as  if  my  very  heart 
would  break  1 — Tears  guflied  from  my  eyes  ! 
My  foul  was  overwhelmed  with  anguifn ! Oh ! 
young  man  whoever  thou  art,  that  readefl: 
thele  lines,  I warn  thee,  I befeech  thee,  fliun 
fuch  mifery,  by  obedience  ; fuch  unutterable 
anxiety,  by  cleaving  to  the  Lord.  Yet  after 
all  this,  young  company,  mufick,  gaming, 
pleafure,  again  rallied  their  forces,  and  had 
fuch  influence  over  my  refolutions,  as  evi- 
denced them  written  as  in  duft,  though  min- 
gled with  tears,  with  wormwood  and  gall,  and 
I abandoned  all  again,  to  enjoy  the  pleasures 
D 2 of 
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of  fin  for  a feafon.  But  God,  rich  in  mercy, 
and  long-fufFering  kindnefs,  ftill  interrupted 
my  career,  difturbed  iny  carnal  fatisfaclion, 
and  blafled  all  my  joys.  Once  more  a fenfe 
of  juft  and  holy  indignation  kindled  up  in  my 
brqaft  lor  tranfgrefiion  and  grievous  revolt. 
Awfulnefs  took  hold  on  me ; amazement 
fwallowed  me  up.  I knew  not  which  way  to 
turn.  The  wrath  of  an  offended  long-fuffer- 
ing  God  feemed  clofing  upon  me  on  every 
fide. — I felt  myfelf  in  thraldom,  and  almoft 
without  hope.  1 knew  myfelf  a prifoner,  and 
yet  I hugged  my  chains. 
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His  exercifes  continued,  and  particularly  about 
ufing  the  plain  fcripture  language.  Of  If 
r net’s  wilder  nefs  travel,  and  the  forerunner. 
Preference  to  the  feafons  and  book  of  Job. 
On  humility,  and  his  entrance  into  the  work 
tf  the  minijlry , and  confiderations  thereon. 


diftrefs  and  mourning,  a fhort  fpace  longer, 
that  is,  until  about  nineteen  years  old,  when 
I became  more  fully  and  clearly  convinced, 
and  that  very  much  by  the  immediate  opera- 
tions, illuminations,  and  openings  of  divine 
light  in  my  own  mind,  that  this  inward  fome- 
thing,  which  had  been  thus  long  and  power- 
fully driving  with  me,  dillurbing  my  every 
falfe  reft,  confuting  every  falfe  and  fin-flatter- 
ing imagination  of  fiefh  and  blood,  or  of  the 
grand  adverfary,  and  enjoining  it  upon  me 
to  give  up  all,  and  walk  in  the  ways  of  virtue 
and  true  felf-denial,  was  the  true  and  living 
fpirit  and  power  of  the  eternal  God  ; the 
very  fame  that  ftrove  with  the  old  world, 
influenced  the  patriarchs,  prophets  and  apof- 
tles  ; and  vifits,  drives  with,  and  at  feafons 
more  or  Id's  influences,  the  hearts  of  ail  man- 
kind. I now  faw  this  the  only  principle  of 
all  true  converfion  and  falvation  ; that  fo  long 
as  this  was  refilled  and  rejected,  reparation 
muff  infallibly  remain  between  God  and  the 
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foul ; but  that,  whenever  this  is  received  and 
in  all  things  thoroughly  fubmitted  to,  a tho- 
rough reconciliation  takes  place. 

Some  may  think  this  doctrine  robs  Chrifl: 
of  the  honour  of  our  redemption  and  recon- 
ciliation ; but  I apprehend  none  can  think  fo 
who  undcrftand  the  doctrine  of  falvation  by 
Jefus.  It  was  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  this 
very  Spirit  that  vifits  and  drives  with  all,  that 
Chrifl;  offered  up  that  prepared  body.  It  is 
through,  and  only  through,  the  influence  of 
the  fame  Holy  Spirit,  that  any  foul  was  ever 
converted  to  God,  or  favingly  benefited  by  the 
redemption  that  is  in  Jefus.  Whatever  way, 
O foul,  or  by  whatever  means  thou  art  be- 
nefited in  a fpiritual  fenfe,  it  is  by  this  Holy 
Spirit,  that  is  the  immediate  operative  power 
and  principle  within  thee. 

Having  thus  at  length  become  livingly 
convinced  that  it  was  nothing  fhort  of  the 
eternal  Power  and  Spirit  of  God  that  fo  for- 
cibly wrought  in  me,  in  order  for  my  deli- 
verance from  the  power  of  darknefs  and  fe- 
du&ion,  I gave  up  to  the  holy  requinngs  of 
God,  as  inwardly  made  known  to  me — and 
clearly  known  were  many  things  thus  made. 
Nothing  elle  could  ever  fo  have  opened  my 
mind,  and  made  known  my  duty  to  me. 
"I  he  Scriptures,  other  good  books,  religious 
converfation,  contemplation  upon  the  works 
of  creation  and  providence ; all  thefe  are 
very  good  means  of  information ) but  none 


of  them,  nor  even  all  of  them,  without  the 
Holy  Spirit’s  fealing  operation  and  evidence 
upon  the  mind,  can  ever  make  a man  fure  of 
his  duty  to  God  in  any  one  thing.  He  may 
reafon,  and  fet  up  many  rules,  meafures  and 
ftandards  of  duty  and  morality;  but  certainly 
he  never  will  arrive  thereat,  without  the  help 
of  that  which  in  itfelf  is  certain.  It  may 
be  faid  the  fcriptures  are  certain.  Very 
well,  but  what  certifies  thee  that  they  are 
certain,  or  that  thou  knoweft  their  mean- 
ing ? Do  not  the  profeffed  mailers  in  reafon- 
ing  widely  differ  upon  many  paffages  in  the 
facred  writings  ? they  all  fay  they  have  rea- 
fon on  their  fide.  But  believe  them  not : 
nor  believe  that  any  thing  is  or  can  be  cer- 
tainly known  to  man  of  the  divine  authority 
of  the  fcriptures,  without  the  light  and  evi- 
dence of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

But  to  proceed  : — I gave  up  very  fully  to 
ferve  the  Lord  in  the  way  of  his  leadings ; 
I forfook  rude  and  vicious  company,  with- 
drew into  retirement,  attended  the  meetings 
ot  Friends,  and  often  fought  the  Lord,  and 
waited  upon  hitn  in  folemn,  reverential  fi- 
lence  alone,  for  his  counfel,  direction  and 
prefervation ; and  he  was  graciouily  pleafed  to 
point  out  and  caft  up  the  umy  for  me,  one 
thing  after  another,  with  fufficiency  of  clear- 
nefs.  Firlt,  he  (hewed  me  negatively,  what 
I ought  not  to  do  in  various  particulars, 
breaking  me  oft'  from  my  vicious  practices  and 
affociattons.  This  was  forfaiting  evil.  And 
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then  he  taught  and  enjoined  me  the  practice  of 
feveral  things  pofitively , wherein  he  engaged 
me  to  choofe  and  cleave  unco  that  which 
is  good.  I faw  clearly  it  was  his  will,  and 
my  indifpenfable  duty  reverently  to  aflemble 
for  divine  worlhip,  and  therein  to  wait  upon 
him,  draw  inwardly  near  unto  him,  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  apoftles’  language,  feel  after 
him , in  order  to  find  and  enjoy  him.  I alfo 
found  it  my  duty  often  to  wait  upon  him 
alone,  in  awful,  filent  retirement,  not  ap- 
proaching him  in  fupplication,  but  when  he 
influenced  my  heart  thereto,  with  the  true 
fpirit  of  prayer  and  interceflion.  He  alfo 
Ihewed  me,  that  religion  was  an  internal  life 
in  the  foul ; that  great  attention,  fincerity 
and  punctuality  was  necelfary  to  the  growth 
and  profperity  of  it : that  I mult  not  be  con- 
tent with  attending  meetings,  and  fitting  in 
filence,  though  ever  fo  reverently  and  pro- 
perly ; 1 mult  live  continually  in  an  inward 
watchfulnefs  and  dedication  of  heart ; watch 
all  my  thoughts,  words  and  aCtions,  and 
know  all  brought  to  judgment ; and  allow 
nothing  to  pafs  unexamined,  nor  willingly 
unapproved  : that  I mud  obferve  the  mod 
upright  honelty  and  fincerity  in  my  dealings 
among  men,  as  in  tt*e  prefence  of  God.  He 
taught  me  that  men  generally  rely  too  much 
on  external  performances ; and  thus  guard- 
ing my  mind  ag.ainfl:  thinking  too  much  of 
any  thing  outward.  He  opened  my  under- 
ftandirg  to  behold  my  duty,  in  regard  to 
outward  plainnefs  j that  a plain,  decent,  and 
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not  coltly  drefs  and  way  of  living,  in  all 
things,  was  inoft  agreeable  to  true  chriftian 
gravity  and  felf-denial : that  rich,  Ihowy  or 
gaudy  drefs,  houfe,  food  or  furniture,  fed 
and  foftered  pride  and  oftentation  ; robbed 
the  poor,  pleafed  the  vain,  and  led  into  a 
great  deal  of  unnecelfary  care,  toil  and  foli- 
citude,  to  obtain  the  means  of  this  way  of 
life  and  appearance ; that  it  could  not  afford 
any  true  and  folid  fatisfadfion  ; but  mult  un- 
avoidably divert  the  mind  from  inward  feel- 
ing watchfulnefs  ; retard  the  work  ol  morti- 
fication and  true  felf-denial;  and  facilitate  un- 
profitable affociation  and  acquaintance  with 
luch  as  would  rather  alienate  the  affedtions 
from  God,  than  unite  the  foul  to  him. 

Thus  inflrudted,  I bowed  in  reverence  ; 
and  as  it  became  from  time  to  time  neceffary 
to  procure  new  clothing,  I endeavoured  to 
conform  my  outward  appearance  in  this  re- 
fpedt  to  the  didlates  of  truth,  in  which  I 
found  true  peace  and  fatisfadfion.  Alfo  he 
inllrudled  me  to  ufe  the  plain  fcripture  lan- 
guage, thou  to  one,  and  you  to  more 
than  one.  The  crofs  greatly  offended  me 
in  regard  to  thefe  things.  This  of  language 
in  particular,  looked  fo  trifling  and  foolilh  to 
the  worldly  wife  part  in  me,  and  the  fear  of 
* the  world’s  dread  laugh,’  fo  powerfully  op- 
pofed  it,  that  it  was  very  hard  and  trying 
to  my  natural  will  to  give  up  to  this  duty.  I 
thought  if  my  right  hand  would  excufe  my 
compliance,  I would  gladly  facrifice  it,  or 
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yield  it  up,  rather  than  give  up  to  ufe  fuch  a 
defpifed  language,  and  fubmit  to  be  laughed 
at,  as  viewing  religion  concerned  in  fuch 
things  as  thefe.  This  may  feem  incredible 
to  fome,  but  it  is  true,  and  as  frefh  with  me 
as  almoft  any  paft  exercife.  This  exercife 
befet  me  day  and  night  for  fome  time,  during 
which  I had  many  forrowful  and  bitter  tears, 
plead  many  excui'es,  and  greatly  wifhed  fome 
fubftitute  might  be  accepted  inltead  of  the 
thing  called  for ; but  he  who  calltd  me  into 
the  performance  of  thefe  foolifh  things,  (to 
this  world’s  wifdom)  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  (hew  me  with  indubitable  clearnefs,  that 
he  would  choofe  his  facrifice  himfelf;  and 
that  neither  a right  hand  nor  a right  eye, 
neither  thoufands  of  rams,  nor  ten  thoufands 
of  rivers  of  oil,  would  by  any  means  anfwer 
inftead  of  his  requirings.  If  he  called  for  fo 
weak  or  foolifh  a thing  as  the  words  thou  and 
thee  to  a fingle  perfon,  inftead  of  you , nothing 
elfe  of  my  fubflituting  would  do  inftead  of 
it ; for  £ the  fooliflniefs  of  God  is  wifer  than 
‘ men.’*  Let  none  difpute  the  ground  with 
Omnipotence,  nor  confer  with  flefh  and 
blood  ; left  therein,  defpifing  the  day  of  Jmall 
things , they  fall  by  little  and  little. 

For  be  allured,  O ! thou  called  of  the 
Lord,  thou  canft  never  become  his  chofen , t 
unlefs  thou  obey  his  call , and  come  out  of  all 
he  calls  thee  from.  If  thou  art  not  faithful 
in  the  little , thou  wilt  not  be  made  ruler  ever 
much. 


* i Cor.  i.  25. 
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much.  Perhaps  few  will  believe  the  fulnefs 
of  heavenly  joy  which  fprang  in  my  bofom, 
as  a well-fpring  of  living  waters,  after  my 
giving  up  in  faithfulnefs  to  this  requifition. 
And  yet  this  flow  of  divine  confolation  lafted 
not  long  at  this  time  ; for  though  I gave  up 
to  whatever  the  Lord  required  of  me,  yet  as 
I had  fo  long  and  fo  ftubbornly  rebelled 
againft  him,  he  faw  meet,  in  his  infinite  wif- 
dom,  foon  to  hide  his  face  from  me  again, 
and  clofe  me  up  in  almoft  utter  darknefs, 
which  rendered  my  days  truly  tedious,  and 
my  nights  wearifome  to  my  foul.  I was 
fully  convinced  that  God  was  to  be  known 
inwardly,  in  power  and  great  glory,  by  thofe 
who  obey  him,  and  wait  upon  him.  My 
heart  was  inflamed  with  love  towards  him.  I 
had  feen  a little  of  his  comelinefs — He  had 
become  the  beloved  of  my  foul,  the  chiefeft 
among  ten  thoufands;  therefore  I often  retir- 
ed alone  and  in  profound  reverential  filence, 
fought  after  him,  and  preflingly  folicited  a 
nearer  acquaintance  with  him.  But  he  know- 
ing what  was  beft  for  me,  gracioufly  hid  his 
prefence  from  me.  And  though  this  was  a 
painful  fufpenfion,  yet  I could  not  be  eafy  to 
give  oyer  feeking  him;  I ftill  continued  my 
ardent  fllent  approaches,  or  waitings.  I wait- 
' ed  indeed,  with  all  the  reverence,  humility, 
and  folicitude  that  my  foul  was  capable  of; 
but  all  feemed  in  vain.  Oh  ! the  mourning 
and  lamentation,  the  diftrefs  and  bitter  weep- 
ing, that  almoft  continually  overwhelmed 
me  for  feveral  months  together,  for  the  want 
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of  the  foul-enlivening  prefence  of  my  God. 
Oh ! laid  I in  my  heart,  will  he  never  arife 
for  my  help  and  deliverance  ? Well,  be  it  as 
it  may,  I will  feek  him  until  my  dying  day ; 
iny  foul  cannot  live  without  him  ; and  it  may 
be,  if  he  hide  his  face  from  me  until  my  lafl 
moments,  he  may  own  me  at  that  folemn  pe- 
riod, and  receive  me  to  a manfion  of  glory. 
This  was  often,  very  often,  the  language  of 
my  heart ; and  under  this  refolution  I preffed 
forward.  I truft  the  wormwood  and  the  gall; 
the  forrow  and  the  fighing ; the  days  and 
nights  of  anguifh  ; will  lcarcely  be  forgotten. 
It  feems  to  me  that  certain  fpots  of  earth, 
fome  particular  fields  and  groves,  will  ever, 
while  life  and  fenfibility  remain,  continue  to 
have  a moving  and  affecting  influence  on 
my  mind,  as  often  as  I pafs  by  and  fee  them, 
or  call  them  to  remembrance.  I think 
they  mull  remain  peculiarly  diflinguilhed  to 
me  by  the  tears  and  the  groans,  the  fighs 
and  folicitations,  which  they  have  been  the 
fiknt  witnefles  of. 

Oh  ! my  God,  thou  leddefi:  me  through 
the  defert,  thou  weanedfl:  me  from  the  world, 
and  allured!!  me  into  the  wildernefs  : there 
thou  didfl  hide  thy  face  from  me  for  a feafon; 
until  the  longings  of  my  foul  after  thee,  were 
intenfely  kindled  : then  lifted!!  thou  up  my 
head,  and  lpake  comfortably  to  me ; blefied 
be  thy  holy  name  for  ever  ! 

At  length  the  Father  of  mercies  having 

thus 
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thus  tried  me,  he  gracioufly  caft  an  eye  of 
compaflion  upon  me,  hearkened- to  the  voice 
of  my  diftrefs,  made  bare  his  everlafting  Arm 
for  my  deliverance,  gradually  unvailed  his 
prefence  to  me,  and  opened  my  heart  to  un- 
derhand why  he  led  me  through  fo  trying 
a difpenfation.  I now  began  to  difeern  the 
myftery  of  what  I read  in  the  hiftory  of  If- 
rael’s  forty  years  travel  in  the  wildernefs,  as 
alfo  the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wildernefs: 
I began  to  fee  the  neceffity  of  the  Lord’s 
fending  his  forerunner,  that  the  way  might 
be  prepared,  and  the  paths  made  firaight.  I 
perieived  much  roughnefs,  unevennefs  and 
crookednefs  had  been  in  the  way.  I began 
to  know  and  in  degree  to  love  the  rod,  and 
him  who  had  appointed  it;  and  as  the  Mafier 
manifelted  himfelf  more  and  more,  I under- 
ftood  more  and  more  of  the  myfterious  ways 
of  his  working. 

After  fome  time  I had  many  clear  open- 
ings refpefting  the  many  trials,  experiences, 
jeopardies  and  deliverances  of  his  followers 
in  days  paft  ; and  a hope  was  kindled  in  me, 
that  now  I fhouid  go  forward  without  meet- 
ing with  fuch  befetments,  and  withd ratings 
of  light,  as  heretofore  : for  though  the  Lord 
ftill  at  times  withdrew  from  me  ; yet  as  his 
return  was  not  long  after,  and  as  his  prefence 
was  much  more  conflantly  with  me,  I was 
ready  to  conclude  it  would  continue  with  in- 
creafing  brightnefs,  until  I fhouid  be  wholly 
and  continually  fvvallowed  up  in  his  love: 
E for. 
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for,  as  fuel)  a Rate  was  fometimes  permitted 
me,  I not  clearly  underltanding  the  counfel 
of  his  divine  will,  was  apt  to  wifh  it  for  my 
conllant  condition;  not  then  feeing,  as  I have 
hnce  feen,  that  it  was  far  from  being  belt  for 
m^to  enjoy  a conftancy  of  funfhine  and  fair 
weather;  even  the  outward  order  and  econo- 
my of  divine  providence  affords  inftruclion, 
which  often  beautifully  applies  to  our  inward 
experiences.  It  is  not  all  calm  and  funfhine : 
the  divine  wifdom  orders  many  and  great 
viciffitudes  and  changes  in  the  natural  world  : 
infomuch  that,  perhaps  in  the  moft  pleafant 
and  flourifhing  feafon  in  the  whole  year,  after 
a few  days  of  clear  fnining  and  tranquillity, 
there  arifes  a moft  terrible  rtorm,  with  wind. 
Lightening  and  tremendous  thunder  ; and  it 
may  be  with  halftones  fcattered  abroad  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth.  At  other  times  will 
high  and  rufhing  winds  fucceed  the  calmeft 
day;  or  pinching  droughts  the  moft  fruitful 
feafon.  Even  the  fettled  order  and  fucceffion 
of  feafons  is  a continual  revolution  of  day 
and  night,  fummerand  winter,  feed  time  and 
harveft.  We  have  cold  as  well  as'heat;  dark- 
nefs  as  w'ell  as  light;  and  cutting  frofts  as  well 
as  moft  refrefhing  dew's  ; and  a variety  of 
other  changes.  All  this  is  in  infinite  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  ; and  difplays  to  the  difeerning 
eye  the  providential  power  and  glory  of  the 
great  Superintendent.  My  foul  hath  fome- 
times been  enraptured  whilft  I have  viewed 
and  contemplated  the  operations  of  his  hand 
in  thefe  things  ; together  with  the  fituation 
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of  places ; rocks  and  lofty  mountains,  fturdy 
oaks  and  tall  cedars;  rivers,  lakes  and  oceans; 
meadows,  fields  and  for  efts ; deferts  and  valt 
howling  wildernefies;  with  the  various  inha- 
bitants of  both  land  and  water.  And  over 
and  above  all  thefe,  the  fun,  moon  and  ftars 
in  their  courfes  ; and  conftellations  of  hea- 
ven ! All  thefe  things  (though  far  fliort  of 
being  fufficient  food  for  immortal  fouls,  and 
perhaps  not  bed  to  dwell  much  upon)  have 
nevcrthelefs  animatingly  affecled  my  mind  in 
the  contemplation  of  them  ; and  raifed  my 
foul  in  adoration  to  him  who  is  the  former 
of  all  things  ; and  who,  when  he  was  pleafed 
to  anfwer  out  of  the  whirlwind  and  awfully  to 
interrogate  his  fervant  Job,  for  his  inftru&ion, 
was  pleafed  to  make  the  wonderful  works  of 
his  hand,  and  the  excellent  order  of  his  go- 
vernment, the  fubje&s  of  his  demands.  And 
who  among  the  fons  of"  men  can  read  the 
folemn  queries  then  uttered  by  the  Divine 
Majefty,  and  not  feel  fome  tender  emotions 
of  foul  ; as,  c Haft  thou  commanded  the 
* morning  fince  thy  days,  and  caufed  the  day- 
‘ fpring  to  know  his  place  is  one  among 
the  many  folemn  and  fublime  interrogatives, 
by  the  wifdom  of  an  all-knowing  God,  de- 
manded of  his  fervant ; fufficiently  declaring, 
beyond  all  hefitation,  how  infinitely  exalted 
above  all  human  comprehenfion,  he  is  in  wif- 
dom, power  and  glory  ; as  w'eli  as  amply 
fetting  forth  his  goodnefs  to  the  fons  of  men, 
in  caufing  the  regular  returns  of  day  and 
E 2 night. 
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night,  and  other  wonderful  fucceflions  and 
revolutions,  for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of 
his  dependant  creatures.  Bow,  O my  foul, 
adore  and  worfhip  the  God  of  thy  life,  who 
is  the  length  of  thy  days  and  thy  portion  for 
ever.  His  works  are  wonderous,  part  finding 
out,  marvellous,  and  beyond  thy  comprehen- 
lion.  i hou  feed  in  part  the  multitude  and 
magnitude  of  his  wonderful  works ; thou 
beholdeft  a ftnall  part  of  the  changes  and 
viciilitudes  attending  them:  and  yet  through 
all,  what  excellent  order,  harmony  and  regu- 
larity is  preferved.  Surely  nothing  lefs  than 
his  Omnipotence  and  Omnifcience  could 
poflibly  effect  or  produce  all  this.  Thou  feed 
he  is  faithful  in  performing  his  ancient  gra- 
cious promife.  Day  and  night,  feed-time  and 
harveft,  &c.  fail  not.  ‘ He  faid  not  unto  the 
* feed  of  Jacob,  feek  ye  my  face  in  vain.’* 
Nay  verily;  the  language  of  his  compaflionate 
regard  on  the  contrary,  is,  Fear  not,  worm 
Jacob,  I will  never  leave  thee  nor  forfake 
thee  : when  thou  goeft  through  the  water,  it 
fhall  not  overwhelm  thee  ; or  when  through 
the  fire,  it  fhall  not  kindle  upon  thee.  It  is 
as  much  in  wifdotn  and  goodnefs  that  he 
fometimes  as  it  were  withdraws,  hides  from 
and  leaves  his  children,  and  then  again  re- 
turns glorioufly  for  their  unfpeakable  con- 
folation,  as  is  the  fucceffton  of  darknefs  and 
light,  cold  and  warm  feafons,  in  the  outward. 

Many  and  varied  afflictions  are  neceffary  to 

our 
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our  refinement.  Hence  the  place  of  this  re- 
finement is  called,  ‘ the  furnace  of  affliction.’* 
Through  the  purifying  operations  of  thefe 
fiery  trials,  the  foul  is  gradually  redeemed 
from  the  pit  of  pollution.  It  is  a precious 
work  of  divine  power,  to  hide  pride  from 
man.  And  he  who  becomes  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  corruptions  of  human  na- 
ture, in  its  alienation  from  God,  will  find,  if 
ever  true  humiliation  and  renovation  is  effect- 
ed in  him,  that  nothing  fflort  of  the  baptifm 
of  fire  can  rightly  cleanfe  the  corrupt,  and 
humble  the  proud  heart  of  fallen  man.  In- 
deed it  is  a fealed  truth,  that  they  who  are 
without  chaftifement  are  baftards,  and  not 
foils.  All  that  the  Father  loveth,  he  chaften- 
eth  ; and  fcourgeth  every  one  that  he  receiv- 
eth.  My  foul  rejoiceth  and  giveth  God  thanks, 
for' deep  probations  and  withdrawing®  of  his 
prefence  ; as  well  as  for  the  fenfible  incomes 
of  his  love,  and  arifings  of  the  light  of  his 
countenance  upon  me.  I fee  and  own  it 
needful  to  my  growth  in  the  divine  life,  as 
well  as  in  order  to  my  complete  emancipation 
from  the  fervitude  of  fin,  that  he  fhould  deal 
thus  with  me  : and  it  has  afforded  inftru&ion 
to  my  mind,  that  he  is  called  in  fcripture  by 
the  name  of  ‘ the  Lord  that  hideth  his  face 
*■  from  the  houfe  of  Jacob. Oh!  what  pant- 
ing of  foul,  what  anxious  folicitude  for  his 
return,  takes  place  in  all  the  true  travellers, 
when  he  vails  his  holy  prefence  ; and  how 
joyful  is  jthe  lifting  up  of  his  countenance, 
E 3 after 

|fai*  xlviy.  10  ,±  Ifai,  viii.  17. 


42 


JOURNAL  OF 

after  thefe  feafons,  upon  the  drooping  mind, 
thus  prepared  for  the  comfortable  returns 
thereof.  It  is  like  the  returns  of  clear  fhining 
after  rain.  Under  the  refining  hand  of  God’s 
power,  whereby  he  thus  humbled  and  abafed 
my  foul,  I was  given  clearly  to  fee  the  need  I 
Ihould  have  of  this  excellent  qualification, 
humility , in  my  further  progrefs  in  religious 
life.  I faw  pretty  clearly,  in  the  midlt  of  my 
deepell  depreflion,  that  if  I Ihould  be  favoured 
with  unremitted  tranquillity  and  divine  enjoy- 
ment, I Ihould  be  in  danger  of  fpiritual  pride 
and  exaltation.  Blefl'ed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord  for  this  among  his  many  other  favours, 
that  he  taught  me  the  necellity  of  humility, 
and  forewarned,  and  therein  forearmed  me 
againil  the  wiles  of  Satan,  which  I afterwards- 
became  more  fully  acquainted  with.  Oh  L 
with  what  ardency  of  defire  did  my  prayers 
afcend  before  him,  that  he  would  rebuke  the 
proud  luciferian  fpirit,  and  appoint  my  dwell- 
ing in  the  low  valley,  where  the  grafs  is  green, 
and  where  the  fragrant  flowers  give  forth  a 
pleafant  fmell.  I faw  that  on  the  lofty  moun- 
tains often  reigns  barrennefs  and  defolation. 
IV] y mind  was  alinolt  conflantly  imprefled  in 
thofe  days  with  the  love  and  defire  of  deep 
humility.  I law  fomething  of  its  real  beauty; 
and  craved  it  as  one  of  the  greatell  blefiings. 
O ! Laid  I,  that  I may  put  it  on  as  a garment, 
and  wear  it  for  ever  : yea  even  appear  in  it 
before  my  Judge,  in  the  aflembly  of  faints  and 
angels  in  a future  Hate.  * Oh  ! Lord,  my 
* God,  (was  then  my  language,  and  my  heart 

now 
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now  joins  it)  fuffer  me  never  to  forget  my 

* tribulations,  nor  to  ceafe  my  Applications 

* to  thee,  for  the  continuance  of  this  precious 

* blelling,  let  it  be  the  firft  and  the  lafl  in 

* the  catalogue  of  my  requefts.’ 

Thus  the  great  Leader  of  Ifrael  led  me  on 
from  ftep  to  ftep,  not  by  any  means  through 
a conftant  and  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of 
his  prefence  ; but  which  for  me  has  been  far 
better,  by  frequent  withdrawings,  (trippings, 
and  deep  felt  emptinefs,  poverty  and  want ; 
and  that  again  and  again  repeated,  even  after 
large  overflowings  of  his  love  in  my  foul,  as 
a river  overflowing  all  its  banks.  Had  he 
not,  after  fuch  feafons  of  rejoicing,  vailed  his 
prefence,  and  clothed  my  foul  with  mourning, 
I might,  like  ancient  Ifrael,  have  ‘ fang  his 
‘ praife,  and  foon  forgot  his.  works. ’J  But 
now,  through  the  many  tribulations,  and  wife 
turnings  of  his  holy  hand  upon  me,  my  foul 
remains  bowed,  and  to  this  day  fep.ftble  of  the 
tendering  impreflions  of  his  love  and  good- 
nefs.  The  favour  of  life  is  (till  frefh  within 
me.  Fie  has  led  me  about  and  inftructed  me, 
and  (with  reverence  I fpeak  it)  hath  kept  and 
preferved  me.  May  I ftiil  be  preferved,  and 
henceforth  for  ever  kept  fafe  under  his  all- 
powerfui  protection  ; walking  worthy  of  the 
fame  to  the  end  of  my  days.  Amen. 

During  a great  part  of  the  foregoing  exer- 
ciles,  I had  frequent  openings,  and  lively  pro- 
fpedts  refpeding  the  chriftian  warfare,  and 

the 
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the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  I of- 
ten  believed,  in  the  openings  of  divine  light, 
that,  if  I flood  faithful,  it  would  be  required 
of  me  to  declare  to  others  what  the  Lord  had 
done  for  me,  and  given  me  an  underftanding 
of  and  to  entreat  my  fellow  creatures  to  feek 
an  habitation  in  that  kingdom  that  cannot  be 
ihaken  or  fade  away. — This  concern  began 
now  to  grow  upon  me  confiderably,  even 
to  that  degree,  that  I felt  at  times  in  meetings 
a living  engagement  to  communicate  fome- 
what  to  the  people  ; but,  fearing  I fhould 
begin  in  that  great  work  before  the  right 
time,  I kept  back-,  and  even  divers  times,  when 
I was  ahnoft  ready  to  hand  up,  I have  con- 
cluded I would  keep  lilence  this  once  more ; 
confidering  within  myfelf,  that  if  myfo  doing 
fhould  be  difpleafmg  to  the  Lord,  he  would 
manifeft  his  difpleafure  to  me  ; but  if  I fhould 
prefume  to  fpeak  a word  in  his  name,  and  it 
fhould  prove  to  be  without  his  holy  requir- 
ings,  or  too  loon,  I fhould  not  only  difpleafe 
him,  but  alfo  burden  his  people  ; and  per- 
haps get  into  and  become  entangled  in  a way 
of  fpeaking  from  too  fma.ll  motions  or  im- 
preffions  felt,  or  mournfully  miflake  the 
fparks  of  my  own  kindling  for  divine  imprei- 
fions ; which  might,  in  confequence  of  my 
giving  way  thereunto,  be  fuffered  to  increafe 
upon  me  to  my  great  lofs  in  the  fubflantial 
and  divine  life,  if  not  to  my  utter  ruin.  In 
this  guarded  frame  of  mind  I paffed  on  for 
fome  time,  often  feeking  to  the  Lord  for 
counfel  and  direction  in  this  and  other  con- 
cerns 
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cerns  of  importance.  And  though  I believe 
I might  have  pubiickly  borne  tefiunony  in  the 
name,  power  and  approbation  of  the  Lord, 
rather  fooner  than  I did  ; yet  as  I was  not 
obftinately,  but  carefully  backward,  I feldom 
felt  much  condemnation  for  withholding : 
however,  I did  a few  times  find  feme  real 
uneafinefs  on  that  account. — But  he  who  laid 
the  concern  upon  me,  well  knowing  the 
integrity  of  my  heart,  and  that  I was  bent 
faithfully  to  ferve  him,  without  going  too  faff, 
or  yet  tarrying  behind  my  guide,  dealt  gra- 
cioufly  with  me,  paffed  by  my  little  withhold- 
ings, favoured  with  frelh  and  increafing  in- 
comes of  his  love,  and,  from  time  to  time, 
caff  up  my  way  with  ftiil  greater  clearnefs  ; 
and  at  length  in  a manner  fa  clear,  and  con- 
firming, as  erafed  doubt  and  hefitation  from 
my  mind.  In  the  frelh  authority  whereof  I 
uttered  a few  words  in  our  meeting  at  Provi- 
dence, on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  and  loth 
of  the  4th  month  1774,  to  my  own  and  I 
believe  my  friends  fatisfaefion.  I felt  the 
returns  of  peace  in  my  own  bofom,  as  a river 
of  life,  for  a confiderable  time  afterwards, 
fweetly  comforting  my  mind,  and  confirming 
me  in  this  folemn  undertaking. 

After  fome  time  of  heavenly  rejoicing,  I 
began  again  to  be  tried  with  various  exercifes 
and  conflicts  of  mind,  though  fiill  frequently 
favoured  with  the  flowings  of  divine  love,  in 
a very  comfortable  and  foul-fatisfying  man- 
ner. At  divers  times  I had  lively  impreflions 
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to  fay  a few  words  more,  in  publick  teftimo-aj 
ny  ; but  (till  waited  to  be  well  allured.  The 
unfpeakable  confolation  which.  I found,  on  • 
my  firfi:  uttering  a few  words,  and  that  alter 
a confiderable  time  of  rather  holding  back, 
than  hafty  procedure,  had  fully  confirmed  me  ; 
that 'there  is  greater  lafety  in  turning  the  f 
fleece,  and  well  proving  it,  both  wet  and  dry, 
than  in  rufhing  forward  in  the  firft  operations 
or  openings.  The  beafls,  allowed  in  facri-  ! 
fice,  were  to  chew  the  cud  and  divide  the 
hoof.  Chewing  the  cud  is  a deliberate  aft  : | 
they  chew  and  fwallow,  and  chew  and  fwal- 
low  again.  The  divifion  of  the  hoof  being 
on  the  Jiepping  member,  fhews  the  danger  of 
taking  a fingle  ftep  in  divine  fervices,  without 
a clear  divifion  of  things,  and  the  way  call  , 
up  in  the  mind. — As  I thus  waited  for  clear-  i 
nefs,  not  being  by  once  fucceeding  encourag- 
ed to  run  too  faff,  I was  favoured  to  know  i 
the  fire  of  the  Lord  rightly  kindled  upon  his  a 
altar  ; and  to  witnefs  an  offering  of  his  own  i 
preparing.  And  I am  well  alfured  that  fuch, 
and  fuch  only  are  the  offerings  which  will 
find  acceptance  with  him.  He  never  will 
reject  thefe,  any  more  than  accept  thofe  of 
human  obtruding. 

My  fecond  publick  appearance  in  the 
miniltry  was  at  the  lower  meeting-houfe  in 
Smithfield,  the  19th  of  the  10th  month  1774, 
when  I found  a living  concern  to  encourage 
a careful  engagement  before  the  Lord,  out  of  • 
meetings  j and  to  prefs  it  upon  Friends  to 
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draw  nigh  unto  him  from  day  to  day,  that 
ftrength  may  be  renewed,  and  the  divine 
favour  of  life  retained,  left  we  lofe  the  liv- 
ing fenfe  of  what  we  often  gracioufly  enjoy 
in  our  religious  meetings.  Life,  divine  life, 
attended  me  in  this  little  teftimony,  as  in  the 
former.  And  after  meeting  I enjoyed  the 
fwect  influence  of  him  who  is  the  God  of  my 
falvation,  in  a degree  that  was  greatly  to  my 
confirmation  and  encouragement.  After  this 
I Hill  continued  feeking  unto  and  waiting 
upon  God  for  counfel  and  direction  pin  which 
frame  of  mind  I was  favoured  to  renew  and 
increafe  a living  acquaintance  with  him;  and 
witnefied  frefh  inftruHion  to  my  mind.  I 
appeared  but  feldom  in  publick  teftimony, 
and  moftly  in  a few  words  at  a time,  and  yet 
I have  fome  few  times  been  made  fenfiblc  of 
faying  too  much  ; and  for  which  I have  felt 
more  pain  of  mind  than  I have  often  felt,  if 
ever,  for  withholding.  However,  through 
merciful  prefervation,  I have  feldom  to  my 
knowledge  appeared  oftener  or  faid  more 
than  has  tended  to  my  own  relief  and  fatif- 
faction,  and,  for  ought  I know,  to  the  fatif- 
factdon  of  my  brethren  : biefied  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord  my  God.  I bow  awfully  before 
him,  for  his  directing  and  preferving  prefence, 
through  many  deep  probations.  He  hath 
been  with  me  in  the  heights  and  in  the 
depths  ; has  itrung  my  bow  and  covered  my 
head  in  the  day  of  battle.  May  I ferve  him 
faithfully  all  the  days  of  my  flay  here,  until 
I go  hence  and  be  feen  of  men  no  more. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

His  exercifcs  continued . Paffes  through  fame 
difcouragements.  A word  of  encouragement 
to  the  exercifed  traveller.  A view  of  God’s 
goodnejs,  and  anciently  with  Noah,  Abraham , 
&c.  ‘Trials  about  the  war,  paper  currency 
and  taxes.  An  addrefs  to  Zion.  His  fick- 
nej >,  and  other  trials.  Waits  in  filence,  &c. 

AT  this  time  I kept  a fchool  for  Friends 
children  in  the  town  of  Providence; 
and  having  for  fevcral  years  pad  believed  at 
times,  that  it  might  be  beft  to  preferve  fome 
account  of  my  pilgrimage  through  the  wil- 
dernefs  of  this  world,  1 now  began  a more 
regular  and  condant  journal  of  my  exercifes, 
and  the  Lord’s  gracious  dealings  with  me, 
than  I had  hertotore  preferved.  I had  before 
made  a few  minutes  of  fome  remarkable  oc- 
currences, which  (together  with  what  was 
frefii  in  my  memory,  and  lo  recorded  there 
as  not  likely  foon  if  ever  to  be  obliterated) 
enabled  me  to  write  the  foregoing  account ; 
and  thus  to  bring  it  forward  to  this  time. 

On  the  fil’d  day  of  the  week,  the  id  of  the 
id  month  1 775,  I fell  and  received  a fmall 
wound  which  was  attended  with  confiderable 
forenefs  and  pain ; and  next  day  having  in 
addition  to  this  a turn  of  the  nervous  or  fick 
head-ach,  I was  confined  to  the  houfe  : and 
hope  thefe  light  afflictions  were  not  wholly 
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ufclefs  to  me,  in  regard  to  my  bed  intereft. 
O ! that  every  trial  may  help  to  refine  and 
prepare  my  foul  for  the  city  of  my  God. 

Fourth  day  i ith,  went  to  quarterly  meet- 
ing at  New-Port ; it  held  two  days,  not  very 
lively  ; yet  a remnant  were  concerned  to  la- 
bour for  the  welfare  of  Sion. 

1775.  About  thefe  days  I went  through 
great  difcouragements  and  heavy  exercifes  ; 
but  was  moftiy  enabled  to  hope  and  believe 
it  was  all  for  my  good,  and  would  tend,  if 
rightly  endured,  to  my  furtherance  and  en- 
largement in  divine  things  ; and,  bleffed  be 
the  name  of  him  who  led  and  fupported  me 
through  them ; he  did  indeed  arife  for  my 
help  and  confolation,  even  with  healing  in 
his  wings;  and  that  too,  when  I was  almoft 
ready  to  faint,  and  defpair  of  his  help  •,  which 
made  me  hope  I fhould  truft  in  him,  and 
rely  upon  him,  for  the  future  ; even  in  and 
through  all  trying  difpenfations.  Indeed  it 
is  eafy  to  hope  and  believe  we  fnall  truft  in 
the  Lord,  when  he  Ihines  upon  us,  and  ffieds 
abroad  his  love  in  our  hearts,  making  us 
livingly  to  joy  and  rejoice  in  his  prefence, 
which  was  now  gracioufly  my  happy  experi- 
ence ; but  alas ! when  we  have  again  and 
again  to  pafs  through  the  valley  and  fhadow 
of  death,  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  {land  firm,  keep 
the  faith , and  truft  in  God. 

My  exerciled  foul  has  had  large  experience 
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of  thefe  heights  and  depths  ; and  knows  that 
nothing  but  divine  power  can  uphold  us  in  ; 
times  of  deep  probation  which  we  muff  pafs 
through  in  our  travels  towards  the  land  of 
reft.  And  O!  that  none  may  give  out  in  fuch 
feafons,  or  faint  in  their  minds  ; it  is  no  new 
thing ; it  is  the  beaten  path,  and  all  the  Lord’s 
ranfomed  muft  become  acquainted  with  it, 
and  travel  in  it,  not  taking  their  flight  in  the 
winter  ; and  as  they  thus  ftand  firm,  they  will 
joyfully  witnefs,  in  the  Lord’s  time,  the  winter 
to  be  over,  the  fummer  to  advance,  the  time 
of  the  finging  of  birds  to  be  come,  and  the 
voice  of  the  turtle  to  be  heard  in  their  land. 
Oh!  the  pangs  and  fufferings  through  which 
fome  have  waited  again  and  again  for  the 
return  of  thefe  blefled  enjoyments,  thefe  mo- 
ments of  refrefhment  from  the  prefence  of  j 
the  Lord  ; but  none  have  ever  rightly  waited 
on  the  Lord  in  vain.  Therefore  truft  in  him,  \ 
O my  foul  for  ever,  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah 
is  everlafting  ftrength. 

Fourth  day  25th,  I attended  our  monthly 
meeting  at  Smithfield,  upper  meeting-houfe, 
found  ioine  dear  friends  fympathized  with  me 
in  my  deep  probations  : and  was  particularly 
comforted  by  a letter  from  a dearly  beloved 
friend,  written  in  a manner  well  fuited  to 
. aflift  and  encourage  my  drooping  mind — 
may  I ever  walk  worthy  the  remembrance, 
fympathy  and  prayers  of  my  friends. 

Fifth  day,  2d  of  2d  month.  In  time  of  . 
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filence  and  retirement,  in  family  devotion, 
wherein  we  were  engaged  to  wait  upon  the 
Lord,  for  the  renewal  of  ftrength  toge- 
ther, my  mind  was  livingly  opened  into  a 
frelh  and  humbling  l'enfe  of  the  unfpeakable 
love  and  goodnefs  of  God  to  poor,  frail, 
finite  man  in  ancient  days — particularly  I was 
bowed  in  confideration  of  his  wonderful  deal- 
ings with  Noah  ; and  how  he  was  with  him 
in  the  ark  ; and  how  he  taught  him  to  pre- 
pare it  for  his  own  and  family’s  prefervation  : 
how  he  was  with  Abraham  when  he  left  his 
father’s  houfe  at  his  command,  and  went 
forth  not  knowing  whither  he  was  to  go : 
alio  how  he  was  with  Ifrae!  in  Egypt,  through 
the  Red  fea,  the  wildernefs,  and  Jordan;  with 
David,  when  he  fled  from  Saul,  being  hunted 
as  a partridge  upon  the  mountains  ; with  Jo- 
nah, in  the  whale’s  belly  ; with  Daniel,  in 
the  lion’s  den  ; and  the  three  children,  in 
the  fiery  furnace  ; with  his  own  well  beloved 
fon,  in  the  great  trials  and  temptations  which 
he  was  led  through  in  the  wildernefs  and 
among  men  : alfo  how  he  was  with  the  apof- 
tles,  and  fupported  them  when  men  rofe  up 
againfl  them  ; and  through  all  their  perils 
by  fea  and  land,  and  by  and  among  falfe 
brethren.  What  fhall  I fay  ? he  hath  ever 
been  a fandfuary  and  fafe  hiding  place  for 
the  righteous  in  all  ages,  and  remains  to  be 
fo  ftill ; and  as  truly  and  powerfully  fo  now 
as  ever. — And  as  iny  mind  was  thus  led  and 
opened,  earned:  breathings  were  begotten  in 
me,  that  we  of  the  prefent  generation,  who 
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have  known  his  loving  kindnefs,  may  walk 
worthy  of  the  continuance  thereof,  and  never 
diftrufl  his  care  and  providence  ; affuredly 
believing,  that  he  who  hath  been  with  us  in 
fix  troubles  will  not  leave  us  in  the  feventh, 
if  we  firmly  truft  in,  and  Iteadfaftly  follow 
him.  But  if  we  fhould  draw  back,  his  foul 
would  then  have  no  pleafure  in  us. — Oh  f 
therefore,  faith  my  foul,  that  we  may  be  vigi- 
lant, knowing  that  our  adverfary  the  devil, 
like  a roaring  lion,  goes  about  continually, 
feeking  whom  he  may  devour. 

In  the  6th  month  I attended  our  yearly 
meeting  on  Rhode-Hland.  John  Hunt  and 
Nicholas  Wain  from  Philadelphia,  and  Wil- 
liam Jones  and  Benjamin  Sweat  from  New- 
Jerfey,  attended  faid  meeting — It  held  a num- 
ber of  days,  the  fevexal  fittings  thereof  being 
times  of  divine  favour,;  the  fouls  of  fome 
painful  travellers  Zion-ward  were  greatly  en- 
couraged and  rejoiced  in  the  Lord.  Dear 
John  Hunt  was  livingly  opened  in  gofpel 
love  and  authority  divers  times  among  us  in 
thefe  meetings. 

On  firft-day  the  1 8th  of  6th  month,  a pa- 
per was  fent  from  our  deputy-governor  to  the 
Friends  of  our  meeting,  requefting  that  fuch 
as  bad  fmall  arms  would  produce  them  at 
the  court-houfe  next  day,  in  order  that  the 
guns  in  the  government  might  be  known, 
and  an  account  thereof  fent  to  the  continental 
congrefs.  After  mature  confideration,  a pa- 
per 
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per  was  figned  by  fuch  male  members  of  our 
fociety  as  lived  within  the  town,  in  anfwer  to 
faid  requeft,  informing  that  our  religious 
principles  and  confcientious  perfuafion  did 
not  admit  of  a compliance.  This  was  car- 
ried to  the  deputy-governor,  who  received  it 
kindly,  and  feemed  fatisfied,  faying  he  believ- 
ed liberty  of  confcience  was  the  natural  right 
of  all  mankind.  Thus  the  Lord  made  way 
for  us,  bleffed  be  his  holy  name  for  ever. 

Much  clofe  exercife  of  mind  I had  for  a con- 
fiderable  length  of  time,  on  account  of  fome 
particular  fcruples  which  from  time  to  time 
revived  with  weight,  and  fo  preflingly  accom- 
panied me,  that  I could  not  get  rid  of  them. 

It  being  a time  of  war,  and  preparations  for 
war  between  Great-Britain  and  iimerica,  and 
the  rulers  of  America  having  made  a paper  v 
currency  profefi'edly  for  the  fpecial  purpofe  of 
promoting  or  maintaining  faid  war;  and  it  be- 
ing expected  that  Friends  would  be  tried  by 
requifitions  for  taxes,  principally  for  the  fup- 
port  of  war  ; I was  greatly  exercifed  in  fpirit, 
both  on  the  account  of  taking  and  palling  faid 
money,  and  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  fuch 
taxes,  neither  of  which  felt  eafy  to  my  mind. 

I believed  a time  would  come  when  chriftians 
would  not  fo  far  contribute  to  the  encourage- 
ment and  fupport  of  war  and  fightings  as 
voluntarily  to  pay  taxes  that  were  mainly,  or 
even  in  confiderable  proportion,  for  defraying 
the  expenies  thereof;  and  it  was  alfo  impreffed 
upon  my  mind,  that  if  I took  and  paffed  the 
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money  that  I knew  was  made  on  purpofe  to>  ’ 
uphold  war,  I fhould  not  bear  a teftimony 
againft  war  that  for  me,  as  an  individual, 
would  be  a faithful  one.  I knew  the  people’s 
minds  were  in  a rage  againlt  fuch  as,  from 
any  motive  whatever,  faid  or  aCted  any  thing 
tending  to  difcountenance  the  war.  I was 
fenfible  that  refufing  to  pay  the  taxes,  or  to 
take  the  currency,  would  immediately  be  con- 
flrued  as  a pointed  oppofition  to  the  prefent 
war  in  particular,  as  even  our  refufing  to  bear 
arms  was,  notwithftanding  our  long  and  well 
known  teftimony  againft:  it.  I had  abundant 
reafon  to  expert  great  cenfure  and  fome  fuf- 
fering  in  confequence  of  my  faithfulnefs,  if  I 
fhould  ftand  faithful  in  thefe  things,  though 
I knew  that  my  fcruples  were  unconnected 
with  any  party  confiderations,  and  uninflu- 
enced by  any  motives  but  fuch  as  refpeCt  the 
propriety  of  a truly  chriftian  conduct  in  re- 
gard to  war  at  large.  I had  no  defire  to  pro- 
mote the  oppofition  to  Great-Britain neither 
had  I any  defire  on  the  other  hand  to  promote 
the  meafures  or  fucctfs  of  Great-Britain.  I 
believed  it  my  bufinefs  not  to  meddle  with 
any  thing  from  fuch  views ; but  to  let  the 
potfherds  of  the  earth  alone  in  their  fmiting 
one  againft  another  : but  I wifhed  to  be  clear 
in  the  fight  of  God,  and  to  do  all  that  he 
might  require  of  me  towards  the  more  full 
introduction  and  coming  of  his  peaceable 
kingdom  and  government  on  earth.  1 found 
many  well  concerned  brethren,  who  feemed 
to  have  little  or  nothing  of  thefe  fcruples  -y 
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and  fome  others  who  were  like-minded  with 
me  herein.  Under  all  thefe  confideration3 
the  times  looked  fomewhat  gloomy  ; and  at 
feafons  great  difcouragement  fpread  over  my 
mind.  But  after  fome  ftrugglings,  and  a 
length  of  clofe  exercife  attended  with  much 
inward  looking  to  the  Lord  for  direction  and 
fupport,  I was  enabled  to  call  my  care  upon 
him,  and  to  rifk  myfelf  and  my  all  in  his  fer- 
vice,  come  whatever  might  come,  or  fuffer 
whatever  I might  fuffer,  in  confeOjiience  there- 
of. I was  well  aware  of  many  arguments  and 
objections  againft  attending  to  fuch  fcruples ; 
and  fome  feemingly  very  plaufible  ones  from 
feveral  paffages  of  fcripture,  efpecially  refpect- 
ing  taxes  ; but  I believed  I faw  them  all  to 
arife  from  a want  of  clear  underftanding  ref- 
pecting  the  true  meaning  of  faid  paffages ; and 
I knew  I had  no  worldly  intereft,  eafe  or 
honour,  to  promote  by  an  honed  attention  to 
what  I believed  were  the  reproofs  and  con- 
victions of  divine  inftruction.  I well  knew, 
not  only  by  reading,  but  experimentally,  that 
‘ He  that  doubteth  is  damned  (condemned) 
‘ if  he  eat and  that  what  is  contrary  to 
faith  and  conviction  is  fin  ; therefore  I chofe 
rather  to  fuffer  in  this  world  than  incur 
the  difpleafure  of  him  from  whom  cometh 
all  my  confolation  and  bleffings. 

In  the  9th  month  this  year  1 776,  in  com- 
pany with  my  dear  friend  Mofes  Farnum,  I 
vifited  Friends  at  Richmond,  in  New-IIamp- 
fhire  government,  a branch  of  our  Monthly- 
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Meeting.  We  were  twice  at  their  meeting, 
and  vifited  I believe  all  their  families.  It  was 
an  exercifing  time  to  me ; and  I was  almoft 
wholly  filent  both  in  meetings  and  families  ; 
and  even  much  reftrained  from  convocation. 
Yet  I had  a hope  that  all  was  working  toge- 
ther for  my  good  ; and  I endured  my  trials 
with  a degree  of  patience,  though  I often 
groaned  inwardly  for  deliverance,  however 
the  Lord  brought  me  through  all,  and  gave 
me  to  rejoice  in  his  falvation. 


Fifth  of  ioth  month.  Having  for  nearly 
_a  year  declined  taking  the  paper  currency, 
agreeably  to  the  fecret  perl'uafion  which  I 
had  of  my  duty  therein,  as  before  mention- 
ed : I have  now  the  fatisfa&ion  of  compar- 
ing the  different  rewards  of  obedience  and 
difobedience ; for  though,  from  the  very 
firft  circulation  of  faid  money,  I felt  uneaiy 
in  taking  it ; yet  fears  and  reai'oningt  of  one 
kind  or  another  prevailed  on  me  to  take  it 
for  a feafon  ; and  then  it  became  harder  to 
refufe  it  than  it  would  probably  have  been 
at  firft  : but  growing  more  uneafy  and  dif- 
treffed  about  it,  at  length  I refufed  it  alto- 
gether, fince  which  I have  felt  great  peace 
and  fatisfa&ion  of  mind  therein  ; which  has 
in  a very  confirming  manner  been  increaf- 
ing  from  time  to  time,  the  longer  I have 
refufed  it : and  although  I get  almoft  no 
money  of  any  kind,  little  other  being  in  cir- 
culation, yet  I had  much  rather  live  and  de- 
pend on  Divine  Providence,  for  a daily  fup- 
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ply,  than  to  increafe  in  the  mammon  of  this 
world’s  goods,  by  any  ways  or  means  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  holy  will  of  my  heavenly 
Father — and  the  prayer  of  my  foul  to  him  is, 
that  I and  all  his  children  may  be  preferved 
faithful  to  him  in  all  his  requirings,  and  out 
of  that  love  of  things  here  below  which  ali- 
enates from  the  true  love  of  and  communion 
i with  him. 

In  the  nth  month  this  year  I vifited,  in 
company  with  a Friend  of  our  monthly  meet- 
ing, the  meetings  and  many  of  the  families 
of  Friends  on  Rhode-Ifland,  and  had  much 
fatisfaction  therein  ; for  though  I had  hard 
work  in  lbme  families,  and  palled  through 
fome  clofe  exercifes,  yet  the  Lord  was  with 
me  and  bore  me  up  through  all,  opening  my 
way  in  the  fpring  of  divine  life,  and  furnish- 
ing with  fuitable  matter  for  communication, 
to  the  relief  and  confoiation  of  my  own  mind, 
and  I hope  to  the  benefit  and  comfort  of 
others.  And  it  was  remarkable  to  me,  that 
in  a very  Ihort  time,  indeed  not  many  days 
after  I had  thus  difcharged  my  duty,  and  paid 
this  legacy  of  love  to  my  dear  friends  on  this 
ifland,  the  king’s  troops  took  pofieflion  there- 
of, whereby  the  communication  was  greatly 
obftru&ed  for  a confiderable  length  of  time 
between  Friends  there  and  the  main,  that, 
> had  I not  given  up  to  perform  this  fmall  fer- 
vice  juft  as  I did,  and  when  the  weight  of  it 
was  iivingjy  upon  me,  it  is  probable  I might 
never  have  done  it  at  all,  or  not  to  much  fa- 

tisfa&ion. 
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tisfafticn. — A fcnfe  of  the  Lord’s  goodnefs  } 
in  enabling  me  to  go  in  the  right  time,  and  i 
to  find  relief  and  fatisfaftion  in  the  vifit,  bow-  fj. 
ed  my  mind  and  raifed  defires  therein,  that  I 
might  ever  live  like  one  who  knows  himfelf  £ 
to  be  but  a pilgrim  on  the  earth,  and  that 
God  alone  can  fuftain  him.  Amen. 

Firfl  day,  8th  of  twelfth  month.  Divers  i 
Friends  of  our  meeting  at  Providence  became 
estercifed  in  regard  to  a commotion  that  was  >' 
prevailing  among  the  inhabitants.  It  was  ; 
faid,  and  I fuppofe  was  true,  that  a Britiih  j 
fleet  with  troops  had  been  fcen  not  far  from  s 
Rhode-lfland  ; and  it  was  fuppofed  they  were 
aiming  to  come  into  New-Port  harbour,  and 
probably  up  the  river  to  this  town.  This 
greatly  furprifed  many  of  the  inhabitants. — 
Many  moved  their  goods,  and  fome  their  fa- 
milies out  of  town,  in  great  hafte  and  preci- 
pitancy. The  town  feemed  in  an  uproar;  carts 
rattling,  and  teams  driving  all  night  ; and, 
among  others,  a few  Friends  in  this  fudden 
conflernation  were  induced  to  move  fome 
of  their  effects  alfo,  and  a fmall  matter  was  ; 
done  at  moving  their  families : and  this  be- 
ing, in  the  view  of  fome  concerned  Friends,  a 
weighty,  ferious  matter,  a conference  was  held 
after  the  afternoon  meeting  upon  the  occa- 
fion,  fome  Friends  of  other  meetings  alfo  be- 
ing prefent,  and  though  nothing  cenforious 
or  uncharitable  appeared  in  any  refpecting 
the  conduct  of  any,  yet  it  was  adviled  that 
Friends  fhould  be  very  careful  to  aft  in  mode- 
ration. 
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ration,  and  not  in  the  hurry,  but  wait  for  clear- 
nefs,  and  for  ability  to  aft  becoming  our  holy 
profeffion.  Next  day  this  advice  was  further 
inculcated  by  the  meeting  for  fufferings  which 
fat  in  town,  and  which,  after  folid  confidera- 
i tion,  advifed  that  Friends  keep  (till  and  quiet, 
i and  do  no  more,  unlefs,  upon  deep  and  folid 
f i confideration,  the  way  (hould  be  clearly  feen 
for  any  one  to  move-  It  was  alfo  thought 
. advifable  for  Friends  in  all  things  to  conduft 
i j fo  as  not  to  increafe  the  commotion  and  in- 
timidation which  was  already  too  prevalent 
' among  the  people.  This  advice  was  very 
r favoury  to  fome  of  our  minds,  whofe  exercife 
, was  great  on  this  occafion  ; and  whofe  tra- 
vail of  foul  was,  that  Friends  might  be  pre- 
i ferved  in  the  (lability  of  the  unchangeable 
truth. 

Fifth  day,  12th  of  12th  month.  My  mind 
1 wasimpreffed  fo  deeply  with  a lively  fenfe  of 
the  excellency  and  neceffity  of  true  chridian 
charity,  that  I had  to  fpeak  of  it  in  our  meet- 
ing in  the  conflrainings  of  the  Father’s  love, 
labouring  to  encourage  Friends  to  cultivate 
this  excellent  virtue,  in  their  own  minds  and 
; in  each  other. 

Fird  day,  5'ihof  id  month  1 777 For  the 

want  of  dole  attention  to  the  word  of  divine 
I life  in  my  own  foul,  1 made  a blunder  in  my 
[ publick  tedimony,  which  greatly  humbled 
me,  and  made  me  very  careful  and  watchful 
afterwards.  O ! it  is  good  to  trud  in  the 

Lord 
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Lord  with  all  our  hearts,  not  leaning  to  our 
own  underftandings.  It  was  relying  too  much 
on  my  own  underltanding  and  memory  which 
brought  this  great  anxiety  upon  me.  And  I 
record  it  for  future  caution,  mean-while  be- 
feeching  God  Almighty  to  preferve  me,  and 
all  h s true  gofpel  minifters  in  the  right  line 
of  fafety  and  divine  qualification,  which  is  in 
and  with  the  opening  of  the  Spirit,  and  with 
the  under  handing  alia. 

Fifth  day,  3d  of  4th  month.  After  a few 
words  which  I became  concerned  to  exprefs 
in  our  week-day  meeting,  my  mind  was  fo 
clothed  with  the  fpirit  of  prayer  and  fuppli- 
cation,  that  I was  prevailed  upon  to  kneel 
down  and  publickly  addrefs  the  throne  of 
grace.  This  was  the  firft  time  I ever  appear- 
ed in  vocal  publick  Application  ; and  it  was 
truly  much  in  the  crofs,  as  alfo  in  great  fear 
and  reverence.  It  was  indeed  to  me  an  aw- 
ful thing  publickly  to  call  on  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  and  I have  been  many  times  forely 
grieved  at  the  light,  eafy  and  unfeeling  man- 
ner in  which  many  do  it.  A few  weeks  after 
this,  to  wit,  the  25th  of  the  4th  month,  in 
writing  ? ,;ttle  piece  on  a fpecial  occafion, 
after  particularly  and  afiettionately  mention- 
ing the  tender  feelings  and  emotions  of  my 
heart  towards  fcveral  particular  friends  and 
acquaintances,  my  foul  feemed  overwhelmed 
with  love  and  almofi  unutterable  good-will 
to  the  people  of  the  Lord,  where-ever  fcatter- 
ed,  the  world  over ; in  the  frelh  flowings 
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whereof  I enlarged  nearly  as  follows  : * But 
‘ above  all,  O Sion,  thou  city  of  the  living 
4 God  ! what  {hall  I fay  to  thee ! all  that  is 
4 alive  within  me  is  moved  at  thy  being  now 

* brought  into  my  remembrance  ! how  fhall  I 
‘ exprefs  the  overflowings  of  that  love  I now 
‘ feel  for  thee  ; or  that  ardently  travailing  ex- 
‘ ercife,  which  in  the  rolling  of  tender  bowels 

: * engages  my  foul  for  thy  everlafting  welfare! 
j * May  the  Lord  of  hofts  encamp  round  about 
[ 4 thee,  as  a wall  of  fire  for  thy  defence. 
‘ Mayeft  thou  know  an  abiding  in  thy  tents* 
4 O Ifrael ! Let  not  the  earth,  nor  all  its  en- 
4 chantments,  entice  thee  from  the  crofs,  O 
‘ Ifrael ! the  Lord  alone  can  keep  thee,  and 
4 he  only  is  worthy  of  thy  clcfeft  attention. 

* Keep  near,  keep  near,  O chofen  genera- 
4 tion  ; keep  near  thy  divine  teacher,  who  is 
‘ gracioufly  vouchfafing  to  teach  thee  him- 
‘ felf ! Dwell  deep,  O ye  travailing  fouls,  give 
‘ not  back ; go  on  with  him  that  hath  called 
‘ you,  although  it  may  be  through  fire  and 

* water ; through  frowns  and  reproaches : 
‘ the  everlafling  Arm  will  be  underneath  to 
4 fupport  you,  as  you  make  God  your  refuge, 
4 and  continue  faithful  in  the  glorious  work 
4 of  reformation  which  he  is  fitting  fome  of 
4 you  for.  My  life  in  tendernefs  runs  out 
4 towards  you : ye  are  as  bone  of  my  bone, 
4 and  flefli  of  my  flelh.  Oh  ! may  the  Lord 
4 protedf  and  preferve  you — may  the  blefiings 
4 of  the  everlafling  hills  reft  upon  you  ; and 
4 efpecially  upon  fuch  of  you  as  have  been  as 
4 it  were  feparated  from  your  brethren,  and 

G 4 devoted 
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* devoted  to  the  great  work  of  the  Lord  in 
‘ the  earth  ; and  be  ye  allured,  if  ye  hold  fad 

* the  beginning  of  your  confidence  and  en- 

* gagement  fteadfaftly  to  the  end,  no  weapon 

* formed  againfh  you  fhall  ever  profper ; the 

* tongue  that  rifeth  in  judgment  againft  you 

* fhall  be  condemned,  and  even  though  Gog  : 
‘ and  Magog  wage  war  and  oppofe  you,  the 

* Lamb  and  his  followers  fhall  have  the  vie-  ; 

* tory.’ — And  as  I have  good  grounds  to  be- 
lieve this'  was  written  ‘ in  the  good-will  of 
‘ him  who  dwelt  in  the  bulb,’  I feci  ealy  to 
tranferibe  it  here,  and  give  it  a place  in  thefe 
memoirs. 

Having  fome  time  before  this  difmified  my 
fchool  at  Providence,  I opened  one  at  Smith-  I 
field,  on  the  1 2th  of  the  4th  month  1778,  under  1 
the  care,  infpedfion  and  direction  of  a folid 
committee  appointed  by  the  monthly  meeting 
for  that  purpofe.  Soon  after  this,  1 took  feve- 
ral  colds  one  after  another,  until  at  length,  on  t 
the  26th  of  the  2d  month,  leaving  our  month-  1 
ly  meeting,  being  quite  unable  to  fit  through  j 
it,  I went  to  my  filter's,  where  I was  confined 
feveral  weeks,  brought  very  low,  and  at  times  1 
ready  to  doubt  my  recovery.  Indeed  many 
of  my  friends  and  relations  pretty  much  gave  j 
over  expecting  it.  I was,  after  a feafon  of 
deep  exercife  and  probation,  enabled  to  refign  f 
up  life  and  ail  into  the  hands  of  him  who  made 
me,  and  to  lay  in  fincerity,  thy  will  be  done  in 
life  or  death.  And  as  1 lay  one  night  in  great 
dill  rtfs  of  body,  and  deep  thoughtfulnefs  of 

mind 
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mind,  I was  drawn  into  an  awful  view  of 
death,  eternity  and  eternal  judgment,  in  a 
manner  that  I never  had  before ; but  feeling 
my  mind  perfectly  refigned  to  depart  this  life 
j and  launch  into  an  endlefs  eternity,  if  fo  the 
I Lord  my  God  ihould  pleafe  to  order  it ; and 
finding  all  pain  of  body  and  anxiety  of  mind 
removed,  I lay  (till  fome  time,  thinking  pro- 
bably I might  ere  long  be  releafed  from  all 
the  pangs  and  toils  of  time,  into  the  glorious 
rejoicings  of  eternal  life.  But,  after  a con- 
fiderable  length  of  time  had  palled  in  inward 
and  profound  ftillnefs  and  adoration,  large 
fields  of  labour  were  opened,  and  I faw  that 
I mull  travel  from  place  to  place  in  this  and 
diftant  lands,  in  the  Lord’s  commiffion  and 
fervice.  From  this  time  I never  entertained 
a doubt  of  my  recovery,  although  I had 
afterwards  a return  or  two  of  the  diforder 
more  fevere  than  before  : for  thefe  openings 
were  in  the  frelh  evidence  of  divine  life, 
which  never  deceived  me.  A flow  of  divine 
favour,  in  the  fheddings  abroad  of  the  love 
of  God  in  my  heart  remained  frelh  and  living 
with  me  through  moft  of  the  remaining  time 
of  my  illnefs.  After  a few  days  I began  to 
recover,  and  pretty  foon  got  a little  about 
again,  and  before  a great  while  attained  my 
ufual  Hate  of  health  : may  thankfgiving  and 
glory  and  honour  be  ever  afcribed  by  my  foul 
to  him  who  has  been  with  me  in  ficknefs  and 
in  health,  fupporting  and  preferving  me  in 
both,  and  enabling  me  to  refign  to  his  divine 
difpofal.  May  I ever  live  anfwerable  to  fuch 
G 2 regard 
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regard  of  the  Higheft  to  me  a poor  worm  of 
the  duff.  My  foul  has  been  bowed,  felf  has 
been  abafed  ; and  through  deep  proftration 
1 have  been  made  to  joy  in  the  Lord,  and 
rejoice  in  the  falvation  of  my  God  and. 
Saviour. 

About  the  latter  end  of  the  6th  month 
this  year,  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine,  being  , 
now  collector  of  rates,  came  and  demanded 
one  of  me.  I afked  him  what  it  was  for  ? He 
laid,  to  fink  the  paper  money.  I told  him, 
as  that  money  was  made  exprefsly  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  on  war,  I had  refufed  to 
take  it ; and  for  the  fame  reafon  could  not 
pay  a tax  to  fink  it,  believing  it  my  duty  to 
bear  teftimony  againft  war  and  fighting.  I 
informed  him  that  for  divers  years  part,  even 
divers  years  before  the  war  began,  and  when 
I had  no  expectation  of  ever  being  tried  in 
this  way,  it  had  been  a fettled  belief  with 
me  that  it  was  not  right  to  pay  fuch  taxes ; 
at*  lead  not  right  for  me,  nor,  in  my  appre- 
henfion,  right  in  itfelf ; though  many  fincere 
brethren  may  not  at  prefent  fee  its  repugnan- 
cy to  the  pure  and  peaceable  fpirit  of  the 
gofpel.  I let  him  know  I did  not  wifh  to  put 
him  to  any  trouble,  but  would  be  glad  to 
pay  it  if  I could  confidently  with  my  perfua- 
fion.  He  appeared  moderate,  thoughtful  and 
rather  tender  ; and  after  a time  of  free  and 
pretty  full  converfation  upon  the  fubjeff, 
went  away  in  a pleafant  difpofition  of  mind, 

I being  truly  glad  to  fee  him  fo.  Divers  fuch 
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demands  were  made  of  me  in  thofe  trouble- 
fome  times  for  divers  years  : I ever  found  it 
belt  to  be  very  calm  and  candid  ; and  to 
open,  as  I was  from  time  to  time  enabled, 
the  genuine  grounds  of  my  refufai;  and  that 
if  pollible,  fo  as  to  reach  the  underftandings 
of  thole  who  made  the  demand. 

The  Lord,  who  is  ever  attentive  to  the 
i good  of  fouls  and  the  exaltation  of  his  king- 
dom, is  on  his  way,  and  truth  will  more  fully 
break  forth  ; righteoufnefs  will  come  into 
dominion  ; the  mountain  of  the  Lord’s  houfe 
will  furely  be  eftablifhed  above  all  the  other 
mountains  ; but  many  of  the  called,  through 
want  of  faithful  attention  to  the  call,  may 
never  become  the  chofen,  and  fo  never  come 
forth  valiantly  in  the  testimony,  nor  hand 
immovable,  nor  triumph  vidtorioufly,  in  the 
Lamb’s  warfare. 

I think  I have  feen  in  the  light,  that  too 
many  that  have  come  forth  in  a degree  *of 
true  heavenly  beauty,  and  through  the  fur- 
nace, being  in  fome  degree  refined,  have  af- 
terwards loved  this  prefent  world,  delighted 
in  its  friendlhip,  rejoiced  in  earthly  accumu- 
lations, and  let  go  their  hold  on  heavenly 
good.  Alas,  for  thefe  ! if  they  were  but  as 
diligent,  watchful  and  felicitous  for  Sion’s 
welfare,  and  to  lay  up  treafures  in  heaven,  as 
they  are  to  gather  fornething  on  earth,  they 
Would  be  fure  to  grow  rich  in  faith  and  good 
works,  and  become  heirs  of  the  heavenly 
G 3 kingdom. 
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kingdom.  Thefe  can  never,  fo  long  as  their 
rejoicings  are  fo  much  in  earth’s  enchanting 
purfuits  and  acquifitions,  rightly  bear  truth’s 
holy  teftimony,  or  lift  up  its  ftandard  to  the 
nations.  Nay,  nay:  this  ftate  prepares  them 
at  lead:  to  bear  a fuperficial  lifelefs  teftimony; 
but  very  commonly  to  reafon,  argue  and  d if-  ! 
pute,  and  that  too,  as  they  think  very  wifely, 
againft  the  rifing,  fpreading  and  increafe  of 
the  teftimony  and  government  of  the  prince 
of  peace.  If  there  is  not  a diligent  waiting 
at  wifdom’s  gate  and  in  the  valley  of  humili- 
ation, in  the  true  faith  and  patience  of  the 
faints,  the  fenfe  of  divine  things  is  gradually  i 
lefiened  and  loft  ; and  inftead  thereof,  a kind 
of  reafoning  takes  place,  wherein  the  divine 
life  and  its  bleifed  teftimony  is  ftifled  and 
rejech  1 ; and  thofe  who  ftand  faithful  therein 
are  cenfured  and  condemned.  And,  O thou 
exercifed  travailing  foul,  whoever  thou  art, 
hold  on  thy  way;  hold  faff  thine  integrity; 
be  not  difcouraged  at  the  lukewarmnefs  or 
want  of  true  judgment  and  difcerning  in 
others  ; but  be  thou  valiant  for  the  caufe  of 
truth  in  thy  day  ; and  then  notwithftanding 
all  tke  oppofttion  thou  mayeft  meet  with, 
within  or  without,  the  Lord  will  be  thy  fhep- 
herd;  the  hoiy  One  of  Ifrael  will  watch  over, 
protect  and  defend  thee  ; and  as  thou  leaneft 
wholly  to  the  arm  of  his  help,  and  trufteft 
fteadfaflly  in  his  divine  light  for  thy  leader, 
he  will  furely  uphold  and  fuftain  thee  through 
all  thy  combats  and  fiery  trials  in  this  mili- 
tant ftate  ; and  when  thy  faithful  warfare 

here 
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here  below  is  fully  accomplifhed,  he  will  re- 
ceive thee  into  his  glorious  church  triumph- 
ant, there  for  ever  to  join  the  fhouts  and 
hallelujahs  of  faints  and  angels  in  a glorious 
and  unfpeakable  participation  and  fruition  of 
| perfect  bleflednefs. 

8th  month  4th.  I have  now  freedom  to 
commit  to  writing  a little  of  what  I have 
thought  of  the  cuftom  among  many  Friends 
of  calling  one  another  friend , inftead  of  call- 
ing them  by  their  proper  given  names,  which 
I think  deferves  ferious  confideration,  why 
this  way  of  fpeaking,  to  thofe  whofe  names 
we  are  acquainted  with,  is  continued  in.  Is 
it  not  to  fhun  the  crofs  ? or  becaufe  calling 
perfons  by  their  names  John,  James,  Peter, 
Paul,  &c.  founds  too  unmodifh,  or  as  fome 
may  think,  difrefpe&ful  ? Is  there  nothing  of 
the  fpirit  of  the  world  in  thus  flinching  from 
ftricl  plainnefs  and  fimplicity  ? If  I am  not 
miflaken,  we  {hall,  whenever  we  arrive  to 
the  blefled  eftate  the  apoftle  mentions,  of 

* having  every  thought  brought  into  captivity 

* to  the  obedience  of  Chrift,’*  be  willing  to 
deny  ourfelvcs  and  take  up  the  crofs,  even  in 
things  that  appear  to  be  foolifhnefs  itfelf  to 
this  world’s  wifdom,  for  it  is  in  fuch  things 
that  God  in  his  wifdom  is  often  pieafed  to 
exercife  and  prove  the  integrity  of  his  chil- 
dren, in  order  to  confirm  and  eftablifh  their 
humiliation  and  fubjection  of  will  to  him  and 
his  holy  law.  Here  pride  has  no  free  fcope; 

the 
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the  fpirit  and  friendfhip  of  the  world  is  care- 
fully renounced  ; and  the  crofs  in  all  its 
neceflary  operations  fubmitted  to  and  era-  i 
braced.  A plain  decent  drel's,  a plain  houfe, 
furniture  and  fare  in  all  things,  will  become 
the  humble  followers  of  a meek  and  humble 
Saviour:  plainnels  and  fimplicity  of  language 
will  belt  adorn  a real  chriftian. 

In  thefe  days  I often  renewed  covenant 
with  my  God — fat  much  alone — kept  filence 
— and  bore  his  yoke  and  rod  upon  me.  Many 
days  I fpent  nearly,  if  not  quite,  without  con- 
demnation; and  I believe  without  fin;  though 
many  others  were  fo  fpent,  as  to  caufe  more 
or  lefs  of  anxiety  and  wo : but  I even  found 
the  miniftration  of  condemnation  w’as  truly 
glorious,  becaufe  it  prepared  my  mind  for 
and  led  to  the  more  glorious  miniflration  of 
juftihcation.  Fervent  was  the  engagement  of 
my  mind  ; and  often  my  peace  flowed  like  a 
river,  and  Sion’s  welfare  fwallowed  up  almoft 
all  other  confiderations  and  concerns.  Much 
travail  did  I often  feel  for  the  prefervation 
and  growth  of  the  Lord’s  vifited  children,  I 
mean  thofe  who  had  become  livingly  fenfible 
of  the  operations  of  his  divine  power  upon 
their  fpirits — and  to  fome  of  thefe  I wrote 
once  in  a while  an  encouraging  or  perfuafive 
letter,  a confiderable  number  of  thefe  1 have 
by  me,  but,  to  avoid  fwelling  thefe  memoirs, 

I oni't  them  here,  as  alfo  a greet  part  of  the 
minutes  and  memorandums  which  I made  of 
my  exercifes,  watchings,  drivings  and  trials 
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in  thofe  days. — In  the  time  of  waiting  on  the 
Lord  in  filent  retirement  alone,  which  was 
moftly  my  daily  pra&ice,  it  fometimes  pleafed 
him  to  vail  his  holy  prefence  from  me,  in 
order  to  prove  my  patience  and  fteadfaft  reli- 
ance upon  him  ; and  fometimes  to  command 
a folemn  awful  filence  in  me,  wherein  he  often 
Hood  revealed  in  majeftic  all-fufSciency  be- 
fore me,  in  a manner  which  I have  no  words 
to  convey  a clear  idea  of  to  any  who  have 
not  experienced  the  fame  in  themfeives.  But 
I am  aflured  that  all,  who  rightly  wait  upon 
him  in  their  own  minds,  will  find  him  a God 
nigh  at  hand,  and  graciouily  difpofed  to  re- 
plenilh  and  fatisfy  the  hungry  foul.  I do  not 
believe  a man  can  go  afide,  and  fit  down 
alone,  to  make  the  experiment,  merely  to 
fee  what  the  confequence  of  fitting  in  filence 
will  be,  without  a real  hunger  and  heart-felt 
travail  ; and  therein  be  favoured  with  the 
flowings  of  the  holy  oil.  But  none  ever  wait 
rightly  and  perfeveringly  upon  God  in  vain. 
The  incomes  of  his  love  afford  more  true 
joy,  than  all  earth’s  richeff  enjoyments.  * A 
‘ feaft  of  fat  things,  of  wines  on  the  lees  well 
* refined, ’f  is  the  comfortable  portion  of  his 
chol’en. 

In  thefe  awful  approaches  I beheld  at  times 
with  clearnefs  the  kind  hand  of  the  Lord  in 
leading  me  through  many  deep  probations.  I 
viewed  his  overturning  influence  among  men, 
in  thefe  outwardly  troublefome  times ; and 

now 
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now  and  then  my  profpe&s  were  Iivingly 
extended  in  great  good-will,  and  rolling  of 
bowels,  towards  the  church  in  general,  and 
fome  places  in  particular,  with  a living  evi- 
dence fealed  on  my  heart,  that,  if  I abode 
faithful,  I mud  devote  confiderable  time  in 
the  fervice  of  the  gofpel  in  my  day  and  ge- 
neration. My  foul,  under  the  animating  in- 
fluence of  thefe  openings  and  profpefts,  at 
feafons,  bowed  in  reverent  proftration  before 
Emmanuel,  God  with  us. 


CHAP. 
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On  taxes  for  ’war . Vijit  to  fame  families  in 

Dartmouth,  and  to  Mofes  Farnum  in  his 
lajl  ficknefs.  His  marriage.  Vifit  on  Rhode- 
Ijland.  Concerning  fpirituous  liquors.  On 
procuring  this  world's  goods.  Thankfgiving , 
a Poem.  Family  vifit  in  his  own  monthly 
meeting. 

AT  our  yearly  meeting  this  year  1779, 
the  fubjedl  of  Friends  paying  taxes  for 
war,  came  under  foiid  confideration.  Friends 
were  unanimous,  that  the  teftimony  of  truth, 
and  of  our  fociety,  was  clearly  againfl  our 
paying  fuch  taxes  as  were  wholly  for  war  ; 
and  many  foiid  Friends  manifefted  a lively 
teftimony  againfl;  the  payment  of  thofe  in 
the  mixture  ; which  teftimony  appeared  evi- 
dently to  me  to  be  on  fubftantial  grounds, 
arifing  and  fpreading  in  the  authority  of  truth. 
It  was  a time  of  refrefhment  to  an  exercifed 
number,  whofe  fpirits  I truft  were  feelingly 
relieved,  in  a joyful  fenfe  of  the  light  which 
then  fprung  up  among  us.  On  the  whole.  I 
am  renewedly  confirmed,  that  however  the 
burden-bearers  of  the  prefent  generation 
among  us  may  hold  on  their  way,  or  fall 
fliort  and  give  back,  the  Lord  will  raife  up 
a band  of  faithful  followers,  who,  preferring 
jerufalem’s  welfare  to  their  chiefeft  joys,  will 
prefs  through  the  crowd  of  reafonings,  and 
follow  the  Lamb  whitherfoever  he  leadeth 
them. 


In 
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In  thofe  days  I pafled  through  many  trials 
and  exercifes,  unknown  except  to  God  and 
my  own  foul : but  he  knew  my  heart,  and 
all  my  tribulations,  and  how  to  carry  me 
through  them  ; and  blefled  be  his  holy  name! 
he  fupported  and  bore  up  my  drooping  mind 
through  every  probation  and  befetment.  At 
times  I clearly  law  he  was  refining  me  in  the 
furnace  of  affliction  : then  why  fhould  I mur- 
mur or  repine  ? Or  why  dofl  thou  murmur. 
Oh ! afflicted  foul,  whoever  thou  art  ? for 
unlefs  thou  endure  chaftifement  of  the  Lord,  ; 
thou  art  a baftard  and  not  a fon.  By  his  fa-  . 
therly  chaftifcments  he  brings  into  the  obedi-  i 
ence  and  filial  attachment  of  fons — he  enables 
to  fing  of  mercy  and  of  judgment ; and  con-  i 
firms  his  children  in»a  fteadfaft  reliance  upon  ! 
himfelf,  through  every  ftorm  and  tempeft. 

O ! blefs  his  holy  name  for  ever — exalt  and 
praife  him,  even  for  the  turning  of  his  hand 
in  probation  ; for  the  exercife  of  his  rod  in 
chaftifement.  It  is  all  for  good,  and  willfure-  | 
ly  work  good  to  all  who  rightly  abide  the 
trial.  Indeed  every  trial  ought  to  be  received 
with  thankfulnefs,  as  intended  and  working  ; 
for  our  good.  And  feeing  afflictions  are  oft  ] 
the  molt  fubftantial  blefiings  to  a true  chrif- 
tian  traveller,  let  us  in  true  refignation  of 
heart,  under  each  painful  ftroke,  afcribe  good- 
nefs  to  our  God,  and,  in  the  pathetic  lan- 
guage of  Young,  render  him  the  tribute  of 
thankfgiving,  and  fay, 

‘ For  all  1 blefs  thee,  molt  for  the  fevere / 

In  ! 
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In  the  twelfth  month  this  year,  in  company 
with  my  dear  friend  Elifha  Thornton,  I vifit- 
cd  feveral  families  of  Friends  at  Dartmouth. 
It  was  a time  of  great  trial : I was  (hut  up  in 
filence,  pain  and  poverty  of  fpirit  in  divers 
families/  I felt  like  a wanderer  through  a 
tracklefs  defert ; yet,  not  being  eafy  to  quit 
the  fervice,  I went  on,  but  {fill  for  fome  time 
found  no  relief,  more  than  a confcioufnefs 
of  integrity  to  my  God  ; but,  magnified  be 
his  name  for  ever,  in  depth  of  diftrefs  he 
heard  my  cry,  and  arofe  with  healing  in  his 
wings  ; and  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  com- 
mand deliverance.  My  tongue  again  was 
; loofed  ; and,  with  tendernefs  and  contrition, 
I declared  of  his  dealings  ; with  gratitude,  I 
fang  of  his  falvation.  He  clothed  me  with 
the  fpirit  of  fupplication : I drew  near  him 
with  renewed  confidence,  and,  after  feveral 
Ifeafons  of  relieving  communication,  returned 
home,  faying  in  my  heart,  ‘ it  is  enough.’ 

The  31ft  of  the  3d  month  1780.  I went 
to  fee  my  much  beloved  friend  Mofes  Far- 
num,  at  Uxbridge,  in  his  iaft  ficknefs.  His 
diforder  was  paralitick.  He  could  not  fpealc 
fo  as  to  communicate  much  of  his  mind  by 
words  ; but  the  lively  feniibility  of  his  mind, 
and  the  tendernefs  and  brokennefs  of  his  fpirit 
were  refrefhing  to  my  foul.  Divers  Friends 
were  prefent,  and  nearly  all  were  melted 
into  tears  and  heart-felt  tendernefs.  He 
was  juft  able  to  make  us  fenfible  of  his  great 
peace  of  mind  in  his  late  religious  travels  ; 
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and  that  the  feal  and  evidence  of  divine  ap- 
probation therein  was  now  impreffed  on  his 
mind.  Light  and  life  appeared  to  triumph 
over  all  in  him.  He  feemed  refigned  to  every 
trial ; he  alfo  manifefted  great  gladnefs  that 
in  health  he  had  fettled  and  difpofed  of  his 
outward  affairs  to  fatisfaflion.  On  the  iith 
of  the  5th  month  he  was  decently  buried, 
having  gradually  declined  until  death  remov- 
ed him  from  works  to  rewards.  1 trull  he 
now  enjoys  a manfion  of  undifturbed  repofe 
in  the  paradife  of  God.  He  was  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  a pillar  in  the  Lord’s  houfe  : a 
faithful  watchman  on  the  walls  of  Sion.  And 
his  memory  is  precious. 


On  the  ill  day  of  the  6th  month  this  year, 
1780,  at  our  meeting  in  Providence,  I was* 
married  to  Eunice  Anthony,  daughter  of  Da-1 
niel  and  Mary  Anthony. — The  following  I i 
wrote  her  juft  after  my  firft  addreffes  to  her  i 
on  account  of-marriage,  viz. 

North-Providence , lid  of  1 Jl  month , 1780.  j 
Mojt  affectionately  beloved , 

After  reading  over  feveral  memorandums  of  I 
the  exercifes  my  poor  foul  has  palled  throughl 
in  my  pilgrimage  through  this  vale  of  tears, 
my  heart  i'alutes  thee  in  a frelh  fpring  of  that 
love  which  I feel  increaling,  and  hope  may  i 
never  wax  cold  towards  thee.  And  having]  I 
felt  thee  abundantly  near  this  evening,  I am 
free  to  write  what  revives  lor  thy  perulal,  1 
hoping  it  may  be  ufeful  towards  our  rightly  ■ 
ftepping  along  through  time  together.  And* 
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firfl,  clearly  beloved,  let  me  tell  thee,  that 
however  fhort  I may  be  of  llrift  adherence  to 
the  Light  of  Life,  yet  it  is  my  crown,  my 
chiefeft  joy  to  feel  the  holy,  harmonious  in- 
fluences and  inlhinings  of  the  love  of  jefus 
my  Saviour  upon  my  foul ; and  I feel  that 
without  this  I mull  be  miserable  indeed.  I 
all'o  believe  that  the  true  enjoyment  oi  the 
marriage-union  conlifts  eminently  in  both  be- 
ing engaged  to  draw  near  to  the  Lord,  and 
aft  in  his  counfel ; which  I not  only  will), 
but  in  a good  degree  expeft  may  be  our  happy 
cafe.  If  it  fhould,  though  we  have  as  it 
were  a dry  morfcl  to  partake  of  as  to  the 
things  of  this  life,  yet  we  may  joy  in  the 
i Lord,  and  rejoice  in  the  God  of  our  falvation. 
Thou  knowelt  I have  no  great  things  to  in- 
vite thee  to — If  we  are  joined  together  fthe 
which  I trull  we  already  meafurably  are)  we 
mull  not  expeft  the  paths  of  affluence  ; no 
no. 

‘ This  day  be  bread  and  peace  our  lot, 

‘ All  elfe  beneath  the  fun, 

* Thou  knoweil  if  belt  bellowed  or  not, 

‘ And  let  thy  will  be  done.’ 

This,  my  dear,  our  minds  mull  come  to,  if 
we  intend  to  be  happy;  yet  this  I know,  that 
one  who  cannot  lie  has  promifed  to  add  all 
things  neceflary  to  thofe  who  feek  firfl  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  and  in  this  I confide. 
Let  us  therefore  unite  in  feeking  this  hea- 
venly kingdom,  and  that  in  the  firfl  place. 
And  may  we,  the  remainder  of  our  lives,  ear- 
nellly  prefs  after  refignation  to  the  Lord’s 
H 2 will ; 
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will ; and,  above  all  things,  flrive  to  pleafe 
him  who  only  can  give  peace  in  whatever 
circumflances  we  may  be.  Then  I trull  the 
guardian  angel  of  his  holy  prefence  will  en- 
camp around,  and  his  everlafting  arms  be 
underneath  to  fupport  us.  Farewell,  my 
dear,  farewell  lays  thy  fure  friend 

Job  Scott. 

While  I was  from  home  at  our  quarterly 
meeting  in  the  7th  month,  I wrote  as  follows 
Lord,  when  I contemplate  on  thy  wonderful 
condefcenfion  to  me  a poor  worm  of  the  dull;, 
when  I remember  thy  early  and  repeated  calls 
and  vifitations  ; and  how  thou  pluckedft  my 
feet  out  of  the  mire,  and  led  me  into  the 
green  paftures  of  life,  filling  my  heart  with 
joy  and  gladnefs  after  condemnation  for  evil, 
and  chailifement  therefor ; my  foul  bows  in 
reverence  before  thee  ; gratitude  affe&s  my 
heart.  But  alas  ! when  I take  a view  of  my 
fleppings  along  fince  thofe  times ; my  want 
of  conflant  ftayednefs  in  covenant  with  thee;, 
the  weaknefs  of  my  refolutions,  and  my  ma- 
nifold infirmities;  mourning  and  lamentation 
fills  my  heart ; forrow  and  diflrefs  furround' 
me.  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mind- 
ful of  him  ? and  the  fon  of  man,  that  thou 
vifitelt  him?  Were  it  not  for  thy  mercies  I 
mull  often  have  been  rejected  ; were  it  not 
for  thy  tender  companions,  I mull  have  been 
fhut  up  in  darknefs  and  perplexity.  But, 
blefled  be  thy  holy  name,  through  judgment 
and  corre&ion  thou  halt,  from  time  to  time, 

reduced 
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reduced  me  to  that  tendernefs  wherein  the 
flowings  of  thy  love  are  felt  to  be  precious. 


In  the  1 2th  month  this  year  our  monthly 
meeting  entered  my  name  as  one  of  a com- 
mittee to  vifit  families.  My  circumltances  in 
life,  and  a profpect  I had  of  vifiting  families 
on  Ilhode-Ifland,  brought  feme  difeourage- 
ment  over  my  mind  about  this  new  appoint- 
ment ; but  wilhing  well  to  the  fervice  at 
home,  and  trufting  in  the  Lord,  I gave  up  to 
it ; and,  palling  on  from  time  to  time,  I had 
fome  clofe  exercife,  and  fome  leafons  of  folid 
fatisfadlion. 

In  the  id  month  1781,  I went  to  Rhode- 
Illand,  and  having  fuitable  company,  vifited 
about  forty-fix  families,  and  attended  feveral 
meetings  among  friends  there.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  vifit,  I palled  through  a time  of  pain- 
ful (tripping  for  a fhort  feafon,  yet  it  was  a 
time  of  great  opennefs  and  divine  favour 
through  almolt  all  the  meetings  and  fittings. 
My  mind  was  low,  humble  and  dependant, 
almolf  conllantly  looking  for  the  way  to  Ibut 
up,  as  had  been  my  experience  at  fome  other 
times  : but  now  it  plealed  the  Ihepherd  of 
Il’rael  to  fit  and  qualify  for  fervice.  The 
holy  anointing  oil  flowed  livingly  among  us. 
Truth’s  Teltimony  was  again  and  again  ex- 
alted ; the  Lord’s  name  and  goodnefs  mag- 
nified and  praifed,  and  the  hearts  of  the  true 
worlhippers  rejoiced  ; and  the  carelefs  fons 
and  daughters  of  Sion  were  admonilhed  and 
Id  3 warned. 
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warned.  I returned  home  with  thankful  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  author  of  all  confola- 
tion  for  this  bleffed  feal'on  of  heavenly  en- 
largement and  holy  confirmation ; I was 
greatly  relieved  from  the  exercife  that  had 
for  a confiderable  time  been  imprefied  upon 
my  fpirit,  conftraining  me  into  this  little 
field  of  fervice. 

A concern  having  been  growing  among 
Friends  for  fome  time  pall  to  difcourage  the 
frequent  and  unnecefiary  ufe  of  fpirituous  li- 
quors; and  alfo  to  dilfuade  all  our  members 
from  dealing  in  them  ; fome  labour  was  be-j 
flowed  with  fuch  as  dealt  in  them  as  an  article 
of  trade:  they  appeared  well  difpofed;  and  the 
profpecf  was  encouraging,  that  Friends  would 
pretty  foon  clear  their  hands  of  that  kind  of 
commerce.  And  the  ufe  of  fuch  liquors  is 
much  laid  afide  among  Friends  in  New- 
Fngland.  It  was  once  thought  very  difficult 
to  do  fome  kinds  of  bufinefs  without  them; 
but  now  it  is  found  by  experience,  that  bu- 
finefs is  better  done,  and  health,  ftrength  and 
harmony,  better  promoted  without  them. 

gift  of  3d  month  1781.  I have  for  years 
felt  ftrong  defires  to  be  wholly  redeemed 
from  the  improper  purfuit  of  worldly  enjoy- 
ments, and  even  from  all  defires  of  wealth 
beyond  w'hat  my  heavenly  Father  knoweth  I 
have  need  of ; as  alfo  from  all  ufe  of  things, 
the  procuring  of  which  would  require  more 
of  my  time  than  would  be  confiftent  with  my 

religious- 
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religious  duty  ; or  which  would  caufe  me,  or 
any  under  me,  to  labour  beyond  the  true 
medium ; or  beyond  the  degree  which  bed 
promotes  health  of  body  and  tranquillity  of 
mind.  I have  mourned  to  fee  the  true  ftand- 
ard  fo  lamentably  departed  from  in  thefe  ref- 
pects,  among  all  focieties  of  profeffing  chrif- 
tians.  Multitudes  are  miferably  toiling  and 
drudging,  from  day  to  day,  and  from  year 
to  year,  fcarce  allowing  themfelves  time  to 
afi'emble  for  divine  worlhip,  nor  fcarce  time 
to  red  and  refrelh  their  bodies.  And  many, 
when  they  do  get  to  their  religious  meetings, 
are  too  often  fo  exhauded  by  immoderate  fa- 
tigue, that  they  are  fitter  for  fleep  than  divine 
worlhip.  I am  fully  fatisfied  if  men  would 
keep  to  that  holy  principle  which  bounds  the 
defires,  and  gives  content  in  a moderate  way 
of  living,  they  would  enjoy  more  folid  peace 
and  happinefs  than  is  often  experienced  in 
the  apartments  of  affluence,  or  in  the  walks 
of  magnificence.  What  is  all  the  glitter  and 
Ihew  of  high  life  in  comparifon  of, 

‘ What  nothing  earthly  gives,  nor  can  deltroy, 

‘ The  foul’s  calm  funlhine,  and  the  heart-felt  joy. 

* True  virtue’s  prize.’ 

Thoufands  are  anxioully  aiming  to  keep 
up  an  appearance  which,  though  far  behind 
many,  is  yet  above  their  real  ability  to  fup- 
port  without  injury  to  their  circumllances  ; 
indeed  a little  draining  beyond  our  circum- 
dances  may  embarrafs  us  through  life,  keep 
us  upon  the  toil,  and  difcompofe  our  minds. 
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or  at  lead  abforb  our  attention,  fo  as  to  em- 
bitter our  lives,  or  prevent  that  true  quiet, 
wherein  we  might  dwell  fo  inward  and  refign- 
ed  as  to  acquaint  ourf elves  with  God , and  be  at 
peace.  Moreover,  it  is  too  commonly  the 
cafe  that  even  religious  people,  that  is,  fuch 
as  have  been  really  fo  for  a leafon,  when  they 
give  way  to  this  dangerous  defire  of  wealth, 
or  of  living  too  much  as  they  fee  others  live, 
that  they  gradually  lofe  ground,  until,  in 
their  planning  and  contriving,  they  get  more 
or  lefs  in  a way  of  over-reaching,  or  at  lead 
of  crowding  too  hard  upon  thofe  they  deal 
with,  bearing  them  down  in  their  prices,  or 
in  fome  degree  extorting  too  great  a price  for 
things  fold  them.  There  are  many  ways  to 
opprefs  a little,  take  ftnall  advantages,  and 
exercife  fome  degree  of  extortion.  And  when 
the  mind  becomes  habituated  and  gradually 
reconciled  to  a lefs  degree,  the  way  is  too 
often  paved  to  a greater  degree,  until  many 
things  will  go  down  pretty  eafily  which  would 
have  fat  very  uneafy  upon  the  mind  in  days 
of  greater  tendernefs  and  more  confcientious 
exactnefs  and  holy  fear.  1 doubt  not  many 
have  ften  and  deplored  thefe  things  in  their 
early  progrefs,  thought  they  would  not  for 
all  earth’s  glory  be  overtaken  in  them,  and 
yet,  letting  out  their  defires  after  more  than 
is  meet  lor  them,  have  Hid  gradually  into  the 
fame  error.  I have  feen  the  progrefs  of  this 
fpirit  with  forrow,  and  mourned  over  fome 
who  have  been  grievoufly  entangled  and  en- 
fnared  in  it. — Oh  ! thou  tiavtller  Sion-ward, 
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Aee,  flee  for  thy  life,  from  all  thefe  allure- 
ments ; take  God  for  thy  portion,  and  his 
holy  fpirit  for  thy  law  and  limitation.  Be 
content  with  what  is  convenient  for  thee  ; 
there  is  more  true  joy  therein,  than  in  all  the 
accumulations  of  avarice.  I believe  it  will 
be  good  for  me,  and  all  that  would  live  godly 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  often  to  examine  impartially, 
Do  I exercife  no  degrees  of  extortion  ? am 
I redeemed  from  the  love  and  friendfhip  of 
the  world  ? do  I not  give  way  to  defires  of 
living  above  what  truth  or  my  circumftances 
allow  of?  am  I not  in  the  ufe  of  fome  things 
which  are  not  necefiary  ? If  thou  haft  this 
belief,  fee  to  it,  and  endeavour  to  deny  thy- 
felf,  and  be  fatisfied  with  fuch  things,  and 
fupplies  of  them,  as  thy  heavenly  Father 
knoweth  thou  haft  need  of. 

At  our  quarterly  meeting  in  the  feventh 
month,  a committee  was  appointed  to  vifit 
the  feveral  monthly  meetings,  and  labour,  as 
ability  might  be  given,  for  a reformation. 
—Some  endeavours  were  ufed  to  difluade 
Friends  from  that  ufe  of  things  which  pro« 
mote  not  the  true  harmony  of  mankind,  nor 
do  any  efiential  good  to  thofe  who  ufe  them. 
This  ought  to  be  a ferious  confideration  with 
all  chriftians,  £ they  that  are  Chrift’s  have 
‘ crucified  the  flefh,  with  the  affe&ions  and 
‘ lufts.’f — What  then  have  they  to  do  with 
care,  toil  and  anxiety,  to  procure  things  need- 
lefs ; with  pride,  vanity  and  indulgence,  in 

the 
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the  ufe  of  them  ? — All  the  ufe  of  this  world’s 
goods,  is  but  to  provide  for  our  outward 
comfort  through  this  paflage  or  life,  and  yet 
how  many  make  themfelves  (laves,  or  at  lead 
greatly  le(fen  or  prevent  their  own  comfort 
in  life,  by  giving  way  to  the  influence  of  im- 
proper defires,  ami  imaginary  wants. 

iith  of  1 2th  month  1781.  O!  that  I may 
be  preferved  prefling  forward  with  full  pur- 
port of  heart  towards  a (late  of  perfeft  free- 
dom from  fin.  I know  well  that  no  one  fin 
can  be  mortified  and  overcome,  but  through  i 
divine  afiiftance  ; but  as  certainly  as  the  pow- 
er of  God  upon  us  can,  or  ever  does,  enable 
us  to  overcome  any  one  evil ; fo  certainly  it  is  : 
able  to  affift  us  to  the  complete  overcoming 
of  all ; and  we  may  rely  upon  it  he  will  re- 
deem us  from  all  iniquity,  unlefs  the  flub- 
bornnefs  of  our  wills  prevent.  If  Jerufalem’s 
children  had  given  up  their  own  wills,  Chrift 
would  have  gathered  them.  According  to  his 
own  teilimony  he  would ; but  they  would  not. 

4th  month  21, ' 1782. 

Quietness,  as  a canopy,  covers  my  mind. 

Great  God  thy  name  be  bleft, 

Thy  goodnefs  be  ador’d, 

My  foul  has  been  diftrefs’d. 

But  thou  haft  peace  reftor’d. 

A thankful  heart  I feel, 

In  peace  my  mind  is  (laid, 

Balfatnic 
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Balfamic  ointments  heal. 

The  wounds  by  forrow  made. 

Though  elements  contend. 

Though  wind  and  waters  rage, 
I’ve  an  unlhaken  Friend, 

Who  doth  my  grief  affuage. 

Though  {forms  without  arife. 
Emblems  of  thole  within. 

On  Chrift  my  foul  relies, 

The  facrifice  for  fin. 

Though  inward  {forms  prevail. 
Afflicting  to  endure, 

I’ve  help  that  cannot  fail. 

In  Him  that’s  ever  fure. 

Though  outward  war  and  llrife, 
Prevail  from  fea  to  fea, 

I’ve  peace  in  inward  life, 

• And  that  i'ufficeth  me. 

Though  clamour  rear  its  head, 
And  Italic  from  Ihore  to  (bore, 
My  food  is  angels  bread, 

What  can  I covet  more  ? 

Though  ill  reports  abound, 
Sufpicions  and  furmife, 

I find,  and  oft  have  found. 

In  death  true  comfort  lies  ; 
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That  death  I mean  whereby 
Self-love  and  will  are  (lain. 

For  thefe  the  more  they  die, 

The  more  the  Lamb  doth  reign. 

And  well  allur’d  I am 

True  peace  is  only  known, 

Where  He  the  harmlefs  Lamb 
Has  made  the  heart  his  throne. 

Then,  then  may  tempefts  rage, 

Cannon  may  roar  in  vainj 

The  Rock  of  every  age. 

The  Lamb,  the  La?nb  doth  reign. 

Fifth  month  23d.  I feel  breathings  of  foul 
to  be  fet  at  liberty  from  the  bondage  of 
earthly  cares,  that  they  may  have  no  more 
fliare  of  my  atention  than  duty  requires.  I 
have  feen  with  heart-felt  pain  the  ravages  of 
a worldly  fpirit ; I have  mourned  the  defola-  . 
tions  which  the  love  of  gain  has  made  among 
many  who  once  in  degree  renounced  it. 

O ! Lord,  God  Almighty,  I pray  thee  arife 
for  our  help  ; for  except  thou,  O holy  Help- 
er, help,  there  is  no  help  for  us  : the  people 
whom  thou  haft  called  out  of  Egyptian  dark- 
nefs  will  yet  perifh  in  the  wildernefs,  and 
never  enter  into  poffeflion  of  the  promifed 
land,  unlefs  thou,  O moft  merciful,  again 
make  bare  thy  holy  arm  for  our  awakening 
and  furtherance  in  the  way  of  life. 


Our 
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Our  yearly  meeting  this  year  was  graciouf- 
|y  owned,  and  overfhadowed  by  the  wing  of 
ancient  goodnefs : the  Shepherd  watered  and 
fed  his  flock  ; he  flickered  his  lambs,  and 
prepared  a banquet  for  his  chofen,  and  made 
them  fweetly  reft  as  at  noon. 

After  the  meeting  was  over  the  language 
of  my  heart,  in  thankful  acknowledgment, 
was  a language  of  praife.  I knew  the  blef- 
fing  was  from  heaven  : I knew  the  rain  was 
not  at  our  command  ; nor  was  the  table 
fpread,  and  the  feafl  prepared,  but  by  the 
bounteous  hand  of  Ifrael’s  God.  Return,  O 
my  foul,  to  the  place  of  thy  reft,  for  the  Lord 
thy  God  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee. 

The  continuation  of  divine  favour  for  fome 
little  time  after  this,  repeatedly  rejoiced  my 
fpirit.  At  length,  through  the  all-wife  over- 
turnings of  him  who  knew  how  to  lead  me 
on  in  fafety,  I was  again  reduced  to  want, 
and  had  to  feel  much  inward  leannefs.  In 
this  (late  I fcarce  had  any  thing  to  rejoice  in 
but  infirmities  ; but,  relying  on  him  -whole 
covenant  is  as  fure  with  the  night  as  with  the 
day,  and  who  never  forfakes  thofe  who  do 
not  forfake  him,  I felt,  in  the  mid  ft  of  my 
ftrippings,  and  was  therein  flayed,  that  ‘ pa- 
‘ tience  in  low  times  is  an  excellent  anchor , and 
‘ hope  bears  up  the  foul.’ 

Ninth  month  23d.  In  reading  the  occur- 
rences of  Abraham’s  life  in  Elwood’s  Sacred 
I Hiftory, 
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Hiftory,  my  heart  was  deeply  affe&ed. — Ohiij 
his  faith  how  firm!  his  devotion  how  lively  !i 
See  him  leave  his  father’s  houfe,  his  native 
land,  and  go  forth  at  the  call  of  the  Lord,  not 
knowing  whither  he  went.  See  him  erecting 
his  altar  to  the  Moll  High,  and  ‘ calling  on 
‘ the  name  of  the  Lord  the  everlafting  God.’ 
See  him  on  Moriah’s  mount,  refigning  his 
beloved  fon!  What  heart  unmoved  can  view 
the  tranfactions  of  fuch  a life,  or  read  with 
indifference  the  dealings  of  the  Almighty 
with  this  father  of  the  faithful  r — He  was  the 
friend  of  God,  and  God  was  his  friend. 

0 that  we,  who  boaft  the  light  of  gofpel  j 
days,  were  true  fucceffors  in  the  faith  of 
Abraham  : a living  faith  that  wrought  with 
his  works,  and  by  his  works  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  devotion  and  true  holinefs,  was  made 
perfect. 

In  the  i ith  month,  in  company  with  other 
Friends,  I vifited  upwards  of  feventy  families 
within  the  verge  of  our  monthly  meeting ; 
had  great  fatisfaction  in  fome  places,  and 
fuffered  deeply  in  others.  The  author  of  all 
good  was  with  us,  and  at  times  greatly  re- 
frelhed  our  fpirits.  In  the  courfe  of  this  vifit 

1 had  to  view  with  fadnefs  thofe  who  were 
overcome  by  the  god  of  this  world.  Others 
I viewed  as  rifing  above  the  world,  and  lay- 
ing hold  on  eternal  life.  Thefe  felt  near  my 
ipirit  in  the  invifible  relationlhip,  and  I re-  1 
joiced  in  their  fuccefs  in  the  Lamb’s  warfare. 
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His  removal  to  GlouceJler.  His  fijler  Sarah’s 
death.  On  filent  waiting  in  families.  Vifit 
to  the  quarterly  and  monthly  meetings.  On 
ft  riel  plainnefs  and  fimplicity  of  living.  Vi  fits 
families  at  Richmond.  ‘The  true  light , fun , 
moon  and  flars , alluded  to.  On  the  fix  and 
feven  days.  On  the  feven  feals. 

ON  the  5th  of  the  4th  month  1782,  I 
moved  with  my  family  to  Gloucefter, 
within  the  limits  of  the  meeting  of  Ux- 
j bridge,  a branch  of  our  monthly  meeting, 
having  for  fome  time  before  believed,  un- 
der divers  confiderations,  and  of  different 
kinds,  that  it  might  be  beft  for  me  to  fpend 
a portion  of  my  time  in  that  neighbourhood, 
about  eighteen  miles  from  my  home  in  North- 
Providence.  I fully  expected  to  return  again 
fome  time  or  other,  but  did  not  know  when 
it  might  be.  I remembered  the  movements 
of  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  and  in  the  re- 
collection thereof,  a degree  of  folid  fatisfac- 
tion  was  afforded  me.  I had  fome  outward 
profpedts  in  removing ; but  I not  only  did 
not  aim  at  wealth,  nor  expeit  an  increafe  of 
outward  fubftance,  but  I had  other  and  I 
truft  higher  motives  in  it  than  related  to  my 
own  temporal  concerns.'  And,  foon  after  I 
became  fettled  there,  I found  5 field  of  fervice 
opening  before  me  in  a religious  line,  a fenle 
whereof  I had  for  fome  time  had  upon  my 
I 2 mind 
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mind  previous  to  this  removal.  There  were 
a few  precious  fouls  here  deeply  and  well 
engaged  in  the  caufe  of  truth,  and  with 
whole  fpirits  1 was  often  livingly  united  in 
travail  for  the  welfare  of  Sion,  and  building 
of  her  walls.  We  had  times  of  deep  proba- 
tion ; and,  through  holy  help,  many  feafons 
of  rejoicing  together  in  the  Lord.  On  the 
whole,  1 had  frequent  confirmations  that  my 
being  here  was  promotive  at  lead  of  my  own 
growth  in  the  everlafling  truth.  Lord  God! 
of  all  the  holy  ancients,  be  with  me  I pray 
thee,  and  guide  me  in  the  way  wherein  thou 
wouldeft  have  me  to  go,  no  matter  where  or 
when,  fo  that  thy  never-failing  prefence  goes 
with  me  in  all  my  travels  through  the  wilder- 
nefs  of  this  world,  to  a houfe  not  made  v/ith 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  Amen. 

Very  foon  after  my  removal,  my  dear  filler 
Sarah  Hazard  died  at  her  home  in  South- 
Kingfton.  She  was  a religious  woman.  She 
improved  much  in  true  chrifiian  refignation, 
and  died  in  a frefh  and  living  fenfe  of  hea- 
venly joy.  1 attended  her  burial,  enjoying, 
in  the  midft  of  my  mourning,  a fatisfacfion 
in  a full  belief  that  her  removal  from  a world 
of  anxieties  and  cares,  was  a removal  to  an 
inheritance  in  the  manuons  of  blifs. 

I have  been  renevvedly  confirmed  in  the 
great  advantage  to  families,  and  even  to  fmall 
children,  that  refults  from  fitting  down  in 
folenin  filence,  and  therein  waiting  upon 

God. 
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God.  I have  feen  the  children  much  broken 
and  tendered  in  fuch  feafons,  fo  that,  even 
when  there  has  not  been  a word  fpoken,  the 
tears  have  rolled  down  their  cheeks,  and  their 
looks  have  been  evidently  expreliive  of  heart- 
felt fenfations.  This  practice  alfo  learns  them 
filence  and  fubje&ion  ; it  curbs  their  wills 
and  habituates  them  to  reftraint,  and  a pa- 
tient waiting,  for  their  parents  permiffion,  to 
engage  in  their  little  diverfions.  The  habits 
of  filence,  fubje&ion  and  patient  waiting  for 
permiffion,  are  very  ufeful  to  children  from 
infancy  to  mature  age,  and  many  fuffer  much 
for  want  of  it.  I have  alfo  feen  much  advan- 
tage to  children,  and  indeed  to  whole  families, 
from  the  practice  of  a folemn  paufe  at  meals; 
it  learns  children  ftillnefs,  decency  and  reve- 
fence  ; and,  where  it  is  done  in  a feeling 
manner,  with  minds  rightly  turned  to  feel 
after  God  and  experience  his  bleffing,and  is 
not  pra&ifed  in  a flight  formal  manner,  it 
tends  to  feafon  and  foletnnize  the  minds 
of  young  and  old.  I have  feen  it  done  in 
a very  carelefs  lifelefs  manner,  with  fcarce 
any  reverence  ; divers  of  the  family  conven- 
ing not  far  from  the  table ; and  fcarce  any 
fenfe  of  the  divine  prefence  prevalent  in  the 
minds  of  thofe  around  it ; and  perhaps  the 
paufe  fcarce  long  enough  to  allow  of  much 
folid  fenfibility  or  reverential  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  favours  received  from  the  bounty 
of  a gracious  God  in  the  ample  provifions  of 
his  providential  care  for  our  bodies  ; or  his 
Continued  extenflon  of  fatherly  regard  to  our 
I 3 immortal 
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immortal  fouls.  I think  fuch  an  undevout 
appearance  can  be  very  little  to  the  divine 
acceptance  ; but  where  a proper  paufe  is  ob- 
ferved,  and  the  Lord  is  therein  ferioufly 
fought  to.  the  mind  being  feelingly  impreffed 
with  a fenfe  of  his  aid  and  afliftance,  and  all 
branches  of  the  family  are  reverently  blent ; 
it  is  an  oblation  well-pleafing  in  the  fight  of 
God,  and  very  ufeful  to  fuch  families.  I am 
morally  certain,  that  I have  many  a day  gone 
through  the  cares  and  concerns  of  life  with 
much  more  compofure,  liability,  fatisfaftion 
and  propriety  for  the  flrength  and  afliflance  I ‘ 
have  found  in  drawing  near  to  God  in  folemn  i 
illence  in  my  family;  and  1 wifh  the  practice  | 
of  reverently  adoring  him  in  this  way,  may 
increafe  more  and  more. 

Our  yearly  meeting  this  year  was  a fa-  < 
voured  ieafon : divers  weighty  matters  were 
tranfacled  in  love  and  chriftian  condefcenfion 
through  the  qualifying  influence  of  the  maf- 
ter  of  our  afiemblies,  who  gracioufly  owned 
this  our  annual  folemnity  by  the  overfhadow- 
ing  of  his  love  and  life-giving  prefence. 
Some  fuitable  advices  were  fent  down  to  the 
inferior  meetings  upon  fundry  important 
fubjects. 

After  this  meeting,  in  company  with  divers 
other  Friends,  who  with  myfelf  were  under 
the  yearly  meeting’s  appointment  to  vifit  the 
quarterly  and  monthly  meetings,  I vifited 
Acoakfet,  Dartmouth,  Nantucket,  Sandwich 

and 
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and  Swanzey  monthly  meetings,  Sandwich 
quarterly  meeting  held  at  Nantucket,  and 
our  own  at  Smithfield.  We  found  a want  of 
charity  in  fome  few,  very  ftrifl:  in  outward 
plainnefs,  who,  from  a mifguided  zeal,  held 
others  too  much  at  a diftance  on  account  of 
their  not  appearing  equally  plain  with  thetn- 
felves  in  drefs,  &c.  which  was  caufe  of  grief 
to  me,  yet  I am  a hearty  well-wifher  to  plain- 
nefs: I grieve  to  fee  the  forrowful  departure 
from  it  into  pride  and  fuperfluity:  I never 
faw  an  inftance  of  any  very  confiderable  de- 
parture of  this  kind,  but  what  I had  reafon  to 
be  convinced  that  a real  lofs  was  fuftained 
by  the  individuals,  or  their  heft  advancement 
prevented.  But  I have  fuffered  much  deep 
diftrefs  of  foul  under  a painful  and  deprefling 
fcnfibility,  of  that  contra&ed,  illiberal  and 
harlh  fpirit,  which  in  fome  inftances  has 
the  afcendancy,  leading  them  into  extremes 
without  the  life.  I know  the  truth  leads  into 
great  regularity  and  circumfpe&ion  of  life  ; 
and  I abhor  that  light  chaffy  fpirit  that  makes 
ridicule  of  it,  and  lightly  efteems  the  exem- 
plary appearance  and  true  religious  zeal  of  the 
faithful.  I doubt  not  many  libertine  minds 
may  lay  hold  of  fuch  remarks  as  the  above  to 
juftify  their  own  deviations  from  the  plain 
path  of  truth,  the  narrow  way  that  leads  to 
life  ; and  think  thereby  to  fcreen  themfelves 
from  the  juft  judgment  of  truth  through  the 
brethren  ; but  this  will  not  avail  them ; the 
way  remains,  as  ever  of  old,  a narrow  way,  a 
way  of  felf-denial,  and  the  daily  crofs.  But  Oh 
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unhappy  and  deluded  people  whoever  they 
are,  that  in  their  zeal  for  externals,  lofe  chari- 
ty. They  depart  from  the  life  and  lay  hold  on 
formality  : for  all  outward  things  in  religion 
dwindle  unavoidably  into  formality,  in  pro- 
portion as  charity  is  departed  from,  and  zeal 
takes  place  in  things  pertaining  to  the  outfide 
of  the  cup  and  platter,  without  a living  fenfe 
of  the  inward  fpring  of  life  which  can  never  be 
experienced  without  living,  fervent  charity. 
Therefore  let  us  ever  keep  fteadily  to  our 
plain  way  of  living,  in  the  life  of  truth : for 
I am  allured,  fo  far  as  it  is  rightly  kept  to, 
truth  owns  and  fupports  it;  and  its  influence 
on  the  mind  is  very  beneficial.  But  O,  that 
we  may  ever  be  preferved  from  a narrow, 
rafh,  cenforious  fpirit ; and  from  over-rating 
any  outward  regularity,  or  exaCt  living;  left, 
as  we  grow  in  the  form,  we  dwindle  as  to  the 
life.  Although  thefe  remarks  may  not  have 
a very  extenfive  influence  in  rightly  guarding 
others;  yet  I muft  write  what  1 have  to  write 
and  leave  it,  hoping  divine  providence  will 
yet  build  up  Sion  and  fortify  Jerufalem,  di- 
recting the  courfe  of  the  fincere-hearted  be- 
tween all  the  extremes,  in  the  fure  and  fafe 
path  of  virtue,  where  a lively  aCtive  zeal  is 
tempered  with  liberality  of  heart  and  fenti- 
ment,  in  the  flowings  of  true  charity. 

We  laboured  in  the  monthly  meetings  as 
ability  was  afforded,  and  I truft  to  fome 
folid  fatisfaCtion.  I got  home  to  my  dear 
wife  and  family  the  8th  of  the  7th  month. 
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and,  finding  them  tolerably  well,  I left  home 
next  day  to  attend  our  own  quarterly  meet- 
ing. Here  I was  rather  too  a&ive  in  difci- 
pllne. — I have  found  it  my  bufmefs  fometim.es 
of  late  to  be  more  inward  in  travail,  and  lefs 
active  in  the  exercife  of  the  wholefome  rules 
of  l'ociety  than  I once  was,  and  believe,  when 
i I have  obeved  the  call  into  this  inward,  {till 
\ abode,  and  there  felt  my  loins  rightly  girded, 
it  has  contributed  much  more  to  the  right 
exercife  of  the  difcipline,  than  when,  through 
j a defire  for  its  proper  adminifiration,  I have, 
by  over-acting,  feemed  to  do  a good  deal  for 
its  execution. 

In  the  night,  the  9th  of  the  8th  month, 
there  was  a froft  which  killed  fome  of  the 
vegetables,  even  fome  indian  corn.  This  be- 
ing fo  very  early  in  the  year,  and  coming 
after  a feafon  of  many  refrefhing  {bowers, 
and  at  a time  of  very  fair  and  promifing 
profpedt  of  plentiful  crops,  my  mind  was  led 
into  a train  of  ferious  reflections,  how  the 
Almighty,  who  had  thus  brought  forward 
our  fields,  and  profpedts,  could  cut  them  all 
off ; and  how  entirely  dependant  we  are  upon 
his  bounty  for  every  blefiing.  Were  his 
companions  to  fail,  his  providential  aids  to 
be  withdrawn,  alas  ! we,  poor  frail  mortals, 
fhould  foon  perilh. 

In  the  9th  month  I vifited  Friends  families 
at  Richmond,  New-Hamp{hire,  a very  diftant 
branch  of  our  monthly  meeting.  At  feveral  of 

our 


our  meetings  at  Uxbridge,  not  long  after  this,  1 
had  livingly  to  found  an  alarm  among  Friends; 
and  my  foul  humbly  rejoiced  in  the  relief  I 
obtained  in  thefe  few  favoured  meetings. 

1784,  2d  of  2d  month.  The  exercifes  of 
my  mind  have  for  l’ome  time  pad  rather  in- 
creafed,  infomuch  that,  for  a confiderable 
part  of  the  time,  I have  felt  like  being  in  the 
furnace,  efpecially  in  meetings,  but  much  l'o 
out  of  them  alfo.  Indeed  it  has  felt  like  the 
power  and  fire  of  the  Lord  laying  hold  of  the 
remains  of  pride  and  evil  in  me  and  burning 
like  an  oven  ; that  is,  inwardly  and  fervently.  \ 
— May  all  be  confumed  that  cannot  abide-  the  1 
fiery  trial. 

And  it  has  been  gradually  from  time  to 
time  opened  and  fealed  on  my  mind,  that 
a part  of  the  feriptures,  which  many  generally 
underhand  to  fpeak  only  of  outward  things,  i 
may  be  underftood  by  the  truly  enlightened  t 
to  convey  inward  and  fpiritual  inftrudlion. 
God’s  defign  is  to  confound  the  wifdom  of 
the  wife,  and  bring  to  nought  the  underftand- 
ing  of  the  prudent.  He  has  hid  and  will  hide 
divine  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and 
reveal  them  unto  babes. 

The  natural  man  not  only  does  not,  but 
cannot  know  them,  becaufe  they  are  only 
‘ fpi ritually  difeerned.’  To  this  purpofe  Chrift 
fpake  in  parables,  that  fuch  as  had  an  eye 
inward  to  the  divine  light,  which  alone  gives 

the 
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he  true  fpirituat  difcerning,  might  under- 
hand, receive  and  know  the  myReries  of  his 
(kingdom,  while  all  the  wife  and  learned 
could  but  guefs,  miftake,  Rumble  and  be  con- 
founded.— So  when  the  difciples  afked  him 
why  he  fpake  in  parables,  he  informed  them 
it  was  becaule  it  was  given  to  them  to  know 
thefe  things,  but  to  others  it  was  not  given. 
It  was  not  given  to  them,  to  the  exclufron  of 
any  in  the  fame  Rate  of  inward  feeking,  do- 
cility-and  childlike  fitnplicity. 

God’s  defign  was  then,  and  ever  will  be, 

■ to  hide  thefe  things  from  all  fuch  as  are  driv- 
ing to  know  them  by  their  own  mere  natural 
powers  : they  may  and  do  Rudy  the  fcrip- 
tures,  and  reafon  very  copioufly  upon  them, 
and  think  they  clearly  comprehend  their 
meaning,  and  yet  remain  in  total  darknefs, 
as  to  the  lpiritual  import,  meaning  and  myf- 
tery  of  many  paftages  which  they  are  flrongly 
perfuaded  they  underRand  rightly. 

Before  this  wifdom  and  creaturcly  compre- 
henfion  the  Rumbling-block  is,  by  God’s  de- 
termination and  counfel,  laid ; on  purpofe 
laid,  that  man  ever  may  Rumble  and  fall  and 
! be  fnared  and  taken^  fo  long  as  he  goes  this 
, way  to  work  to  underRand  divine  things  ; 
not  that  God  determines  any  certain  number 
of  perfons  fliall  fo  Rumble,  and  be  fnared, 
&c.  but  all  univerfally  on  this  ground,  and  in 
this  wifdom  ; for  through  all  ages  it  is  true, 
4 if  any  man  thinketh  that  he  knoweth  any 

4 thing 
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‘ thing  he  knoweth  nothing  yet  as  he  ought 

* to  know.’j  Even  Paul  declares,  ‘ I know 
c nothing  by  myfelf.’* 

While  Paul  thought  he  knew  fomething 
divine  by  or  of  himfelf,  his  reafoning  rofe 
againff  the  Meffiah,  and  with  all  his  might 
he  fought  againft  the  only  true  way  of  falva- 
tion.  So,  in  degree,  it  will  be  with  all  j if 
they  think  they  know,  even  any  thing  divine 
of  themfdves,  or  by  the  exercife  of  their 
own  creaturely  faculties,  they  have  never  yet 
learned  any  thing  as  they  ought ; for  as  foon 
as  they  know  any  thing  as  they  ought,  they  fee 
and  know  that  they  knew  nothing  by  or  of 
themfelves  ; but  are  altogether  beholden  to 
a fpiritual  difeerning  from  the  divine  light 
fhining  in  their  hearts,  to  give  them  this 
knowledge.  Hence  fays  the  apoftle,  ‘ God, 

* who  commanded  the  light  to  fhine  out  of 
‘ darknefs,  hath  (hined  (take  notice  where 
this  (Inning  is)  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the 
‘ light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God 

* in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift.’|| 

Here,  fird,  it  is  God  that  hath  (hined ; 
fecondly,  it  is  * in  our  hearts thirdly,  it  is 
to  give  us  what  we  had  not  before,  and  could 
not  have  without  this  in(hining,  that  is, 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  his  own  glory  ; 
fourthly,  it  is  ‘ in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrijl ’ — 
his  inward  appearance,  whereby  he  caufeth  ' 
his  light  to  Jhinc  upon  us,  in  order  that  we  may  > 

be  : 
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tie  faved, ; that  we  can  ever  fee  ‘ the  light  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,’  ac- 
rording  to  the  true  faying,  ‘ In  thy  light  fhall 
we  fee  light.’*  His  light  fliining  4 in  our 
hearts,’  is  the  only  poffible  medium  wherein 
!ind  whereby  we  can  fee  God,  or  clearly  dif- 
:ern  his  glory  : for  it  is  an  eternal  truth, 
whatfoever  doth  make  manifeft  is  light. ’f 
Natural  light  manifefts  natural  things,  and 
piritual  and  divine  light,  fpiritual  and  divine 
:hings.  As  water  rifes  but  to  the  height  of  the 
fountain  head  ; and  as  effects  cannot  exceed 
heir  caufe;  fo  nothing  fliort  of  divine  light  can 
;ver  fully  manifeft  him  to  the  mind  of  man. 

The  fcriptures  will  ever  remain  in  great 
degree  a fealed  book  to  the  mere  natural 
anderftandings  of  the  wifeft  of  men.  Volume 
after  volume  of  commentaries  have  been  writ- 
en  upon  them,  which,  I have  no  doubt, 
lave  often  ferved,  as  a certain  author  has 
tdvanced,  to  entomb,  rather  than  enfhrine 
:hem;  or  to  darken,  rather  than  explain  their 
genuine  meaning.  Thoufands  pafs  the  time 
of  their  fojourning  here  below,  hoodwinked 
\nd  muffled  up  in  darknefs,  under  the  bale- 
ful influence  of  this  kind  of  theological  or 
yftematical  knowledge  or  fpeculation,  falfely 
tailed  divinity.  But  in  the  midft  of  all  this 
earned  ignorance,  and,  in  degree,  acquired 
olindnefs,  which  overruns  the  nations ; the 
God  of  grace  is  not  wanting  in  the  extenfioa 
af  his  own  immediate  rays  upon  the  minds 
K of 
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of  men  : thofe  who  turn  from,  difregard  and 
rebel  againft  the  light,  are  juftly  left  in  dark- 
refs,  for  being,  as  thofe  in  Job’s  days,  * of 

* them  who  rebel  againft  the  light,  they  know 

* not  the  ways  thereof,  nor  abide  in  the  paths 

* thereof.’*  But  thofe  who,  while  they  ‘ have 
‘ light,  believe  in  the  light,’  and  walk  in  it, 

* they  become  the  children  of  it,’ jj  and  are 
led  into  all  truth . 

I may  now  proceed  vith  mv  own  exercifes 
and  openings.  It  was  clearly  given  me  to  be- 
hold many  deep  things  in  the  vifions  of  God  ; 
things  which  the  wifdom  of  the  natural  man, 
though  high  in  profeftion  of  divine  know- 
ledge, would  probably  laugh  at  and  dcfpife, 
and  me  for  my  weaknefs,  were  I to  unfold 
them.  But  though  I may  not  at  prefent  be 
permitted  to  unfold  much,  I may  fay  I have 
i'een  clearly  to  my  full  fatisfaclion,  that  Mofes, 
in  writing  of  creation,  of  the  fall  of  man, 
and  of  things  in  the  upright  and  in  the  fallen 
Rate,  wrote  in  the  pure  openings  of  divine 
light,  though  very  little  underftood  by  men 
in  the  fir  ft  nature  and  ftate.  It  is  alio  plain 
and  evident  to  my  mind,  in  the  light,  that 
the  prophets  faw  things  in  the  holy  light  of 
Jefus,  and  fpake  of  them  in  very  inftruclive 
metaphors  and  exprefiions,  though  hid  from 
and  unperceived  by  the  wife  and  learned. 

Many  a fermon  has  been  preached  by  thofe 
who  cail  themfelves  minifters  of  Chrift,  upon 

parts 
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parts  of  paflages  out  of  the  prophets,  and 
the  reft  of  the  fcriptures  ; many  heads  of 
do&rine  raifed  from  them  ; many  divifions 
and  fub-divifions  made  ; much  explanation 
iattempted ; and  much  art  and  oratory  dif- 
played  ; and  yet  the  life,  marrow  and  main 
importance  of  the  paflage  entirely  unfeen 
and  untouched  by  the  fpeaker,  and  little  or 
no  inftru&ion  conveyed  to  the  hearers  $ and 
all  for  want  of  a fpiritual  drfcerning  of  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  fcriptures. 


Thus  alfo  the  doftrines  of  Chrift  and  his 
apoftles,  as  to  their  mod  lively  and  fpiritual 
fignification,  are  to  this  day  hid  from  the 
wife  and  prudent,  and  fealed  up  with  feven 
feals  to  all  who  witnefs  not  their  opening  by 
the  lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  who  alone 
unfeals  them.  To  thefe  they  are  gradually 
opened,  not  all  at  once.  * I have  many 
‘ things,’  fays  this  wonderful  counfellor  and 
opener,  4 to  fay  unto  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear 
4 them  now* f So  he  opens  progreffively,  as 
we  are  able  to  receive,  one  feal  after  another. 
There  are  feven  feals , becaufe  none  can  ever 
come  to  the  full  under  handing  of  the  whole 
myftery,  and  have  all  the  book  of  life  laid  open , 
until  they  reft , and  ceafe  wholly  from  man , 
from  themf elves , and  all  their  own  work- 
ings, gueffings  and  conceivings,  which  ever 
will  attend  them  more  or  lefs  through  the  fix 
working  days , until  they  come  to  the  complete 
j fabbath  of  reft  on  the  f event h day,  wherein 
K 2 they 
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they  ‘ reft  from  their  own  works  as  God  did 

* from  his.,#  Here  God  becomes  their  all  in 
all,  their  whole  dependance  for  opening  and  il- 
lumination j and  therefore  here  the  feventh feat 
is  opened,  and  the  heavenly  myftery  difclofed. 

And  now,  in  confirmation  that  this  is  the 
meaning  of  the  number  /even , as  comprehen- 
five  of  all  the  feals  that  can  poflibly  fea!  up 
divine  truth  from  man, — let  us  obferve,  that 
when  John  calls  upon  him  that  has  wifdom., 
(divine  wifdom,  for  all  elfe  ever  fails)  to  count 
the  number  cf  the  beajl,  or  the  number  of  his 
name,  which  he  exprefsly  fays  ‘ is  the  num- 

* ber  of  a man,’J  he  plainly  fhews  us  that  the 
whole,  the  utmoft  number  of  a man,  and  of 
ali  his  workings,  buildings,  comprehendings 
and  conceivings,  which  make  up  the  whole 
life,  power,  policy,  religion  and  worfhip  of 
the  bead,  is  comprehended  in  fixes — and  that 
there  is  not  one  f even  in  it  all.  For,  fays  he, 
his  number  is  fix  hundred  three-fcore  and 
fix,  that  is,  666.  Here  we  fee,  that  although 
the  workings  of  a man  may  be  multiplied  to 
ten  times,  and  even  an  hundred  times  of  the 
fix  working  days,  wherein  he  refts  not  from 
his  own  works  nor  comes  to  the  true  fabbath 
(wherein  no  creaturely  work  is  done,  not 
even  a fire  of  his  own  fparks  or  creaturely 
animation  and  warmth  kindled)  it  is  all  but 
the  number  of  the  bead  or  falle  worfhip,  and 
man-made  creeds  and  fyftems.  On  the  real 
Sabbath,  wherein  the  true  reft  from  every 

thing 
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thing  creaturely  is  witnefled,  and  God  is  all 
in  all , the  wor/hip  is  divine ; the  Teals  are 
opened  even  to  the  feventh ; the  myltery  is 
! Teen  ; God  ftands  revealed  to  the  foul ; his 
i works  are  known;  and  in  the  true  knowlege 
! of  him,  the  beginning  of  eternal  life  is  enjoyed 
even  here  on  earth,  for  it  is  the  real  knowledge 
of  God , not  the  ideal  conceivings,  that  is  the 
eternal  life  of  immortal  fpirits.  And  until 
this  is  attained,  do  as  much  as  we  will  in  the 
fixes-,  there  is  the  one  thing  needful  wanting, 

1 which,  while  it  is  wanting , cannot  be  numbered ; 
for  indeed  we  can  never  number  or  perceive 
it  clearly,  truly  and  fully,  fo  long  as  the 
feventh  feal  remains  unopened  to  us.  For 
until  they  are  all  opened,  we  fhall  ever  be 
liable  to  be  guefling,  contriving,  inventing 
and  hewing  out  broken  cifterns  to  ourfelves. 
Many  may  and  do  fuppofe  the  opening  of 
the  Teals  is  only  hereafter ; but  thofe  to 
whom  they  are  opening  and  opened,  know 
they  have  their  opening  here  in  time  pro- 
greffively:  but  this  is  only  as  God  is  waited 
upon.  For  unlefs  we  wait  upon  him  for  the 
opening,  we  are  ever  liable  to  obfeure  our 
own  minds  and  cloud  our  underftandings  by 
our  own  bufy  workings  and  fpecuiations : 
And  therefore  at  the  opening  of  the  Teals, 
chap.  vi.  the  call,  4 come  and  fee,’  was  divers 
times  repeated  ; intimating  that  we  muft  come 
quite  away  from  our  own  notions  and  imagi- 
nations, keep  a Tingle  eye  to  the  light  of  life, 
waiting  upon  God  in  and  through  the  divers 
openings — In  this  attentive,  Tingle,  waiting 
K 3 ftate. 
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Rate,  deep  myfteries  are  opened.  But  irv- 
ftead  of  peace  to  the  carnal  mind,  the  open- 
ings begin  with  the  voice  of  thunder.  For 
when  the  lamb  opened  the  firlt  feal,  John 

* heard  as  it  were  the  noife  of  thunder,’  ver.  r. 
For  terrible  things  in  judgment  accompany 
that  abafement  of  creaturely  pride  and  com- 
prehenfion  through  which  the  vail  is  rent, 
and  the  feals  that  have  fhut  up  the  under- 
ftanding  opened.  ‘ Sion  {hall  be  redeemed  . 

* with  judgment.’! 

In  this  work  of  redemption,  renovation 
and  removal  of  the  feals,  (for  it  goes  on  gra- 
dually together)  the  Lord  who  is  light  in- 
himi'elf,  and  ever  dwells  in  the  light,  that  is, 
in  his  own  effence,  appears  to  our  minds  as- 
breaking  through  the  clouds.  The  clouds 
are  in  us  and  not  in  him  ; and  in  difpelling 
them,  that  fo  the  feals  may  be  opened,  he  ap-  c 
pears  in  ways  of  terror  and  amazement  to- 
the  creature,  reprefented  by  the  ‘ noife  of 
4 thunder .’  Thus  we  read  in  another  place, 

* Clouds  and  darknefs  are  round  about  him,’*' 
and  ‘ with  God  is  terrible  majejly.’f  And  ex- 
perience abundantly  confirmeth,  that,  in  dif-  . 
perfion  of  the  cloudy  he  often  appears  in  ter- 
rible majejly  indeed  ; caufmg  the  thunders, 
and  indeed  before  the  whole  myftery  is  dif- 
clofed,  even  fcven  thunders  to  utter  their 
•voices.  Hence  we  find,  chap.  x.  i.  John  faw 

a 4 mighty  angel  come  down  from  heaven,’ 
and  though  4 a rainbow  was  upon  his  head,. 

4 and 
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* and  his  face  was  as  it  were  the  fun,  and  his 
‘feet  as  pillars  of  fire/  yet  (Oh!  divine  in- 

'ftrudion)  he  was  ‘ clothed  with  a cloud/ 
This  cloud  mud  be  removed  before  the  whole 
| my  fiery  could  be  revealed  j and  in  order  to 
it,  ‘ he  cried  with  a loud  voice,  as  when  a 
‘ lion  roareth  ; and  when  he  had  cried,  feven 
« thunders  (note  their  number)  uttered  their 
«■  voices/  Lefs  than  feven  would  have  been 
fhort  of  the  complete  refi,  wherein  the  whole 
myliery  is  completed.  ‘ But  in  the  days  of 

* the  voice  of  the  fevenib  angel,  when  he 

* {hall  begin  to  found,  the  myliery  of  God' 

* fhould  be  finiflied/  faid  the  holy  angel,  4 as 

* he  hath  declared  to  his  fervants  the  pro- 

* phet.s/  fee  ver.  7.  But  John  was  com- 
manded 4 to  feal  up  thofe  things  which  the 
4 feven  thunders  had  uttered,  and  write  them 
4 not/  ver.  4.  This  I believe  is  often  the 
cafe  for  a feafon.  Some  hints  are  allowed  to 
be  given  ; but  as  to  the  full  declaration  of 
divine  things,  it  is  often  with  the  fervants  as 
with  the  mailer,  4 Mine  hour  is  not  yet 
4 come/*  For  though  the  time  is  to  come, 
when  that  which  4 is  fpoken  in  the  ear/  {hail 
be  4 declared  on  the  houfe  top  /f  yet  it  is 
not  always  and  at  all  times  fo  to  be — for  it 
can  never  be  with  the  divinely  girded,  limit- 
ed and  directed  fervants  of  God,  as  with  the 
letter-learned  feribes  and  pharifees,  whofe 

* time  is  always  ready.’! 

At  the  opening  of  the  fecond  feal,  the  call 

4 come 
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* come  and  fee,’  as  at  the  opening  of  the  firfi,  is 
heard  ; for  the  waiting  frame , the  Jingle  eye , is 
Rill  necefiary : and  now  a ‘ great  i'word’  is  giv- 
en to  him  that  fat  on  the  red  horfe  ; and  alfo 
‘ power  was  given  him  to  take  peace  from  the 
‘ earth,’  ver.  4.  Some  may  fuppofe  the  mean- 
ing of  this  opening  by  the  red  horfe  confined 
fo  entirely  to  outward  blood  and  bloody  perfe- 
cution,  as  to  have  no  relation  to  the  Rate  of 
their  minds  who  experience  the  opening  of 
the  feals  ; but  it  is  obvious  to  the  enlightened  ■ 
mind,  that  many  paflages  in  fcripture  have  . 
both  an  outward  or  literal,  and  an  inward  and 
myfiical  meaning  ; and  there  really  is  a fword 
known,  and  peace  taken  from  the  earthly 
man  in  the  rending  of  the  vail  and  opening 
of  the  feals:  a fore  trial  indeed  to  fetch  as. 
have  not  yet  fully  fubmitted  to  have  their 
carnal  peace  in  the  earthly  natural  Rate  bro- 
ken and  deftroyed.  Byt  there  is  this  com-  i 
fort,  that  however  peace  .jis  taken  from  this-  j 
Rate,  yet  at  the  opening  of  the  third  feal,  a 
charge  is  given,  ver.  6.  not  to  ‘ hurt  the  oil 

* nor  the  wine.’  The  precious  things  are  : 
fafe  through  every  tumult  and  trial,  to  all-  i 
who  rightly  endure  them.  But  though  a f 
little  hope  and  confolation  is  received  now 
and  then  by  luch  manifeRations  of  divine 
care  and  protection ; yet  new  tribulations 
foon  plunge  the  baptized  foul  into  frefli  and 
oft  times  greater  conRernation. 

Thus  at  the  opening  of  the  next  feal,  his 
name,  who  rides  the  pale  horfe,  is  ‘ death; 

‘ and 


: and  hell  followed  with  him,’  ver.  8.  Oh  ! 
:his  death , this  dying  to  the  firft  nature  and 
will  ; to  the  life  of  felf,  and  all  corrupt  and 
lelfilh  defires  and  gratifications  ; it  mull:  be 
| known  and  endured,  that  fo  the  life,  which 
is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God,  may  be  enjoyed, 
which  never  w'as  nor  can  ever  be  without  dy- 
ing with  him  ; and  here  the  very  pains  and 
l power  of  hell  is  felt,  and  takes  hold  of  the 
foul. 

Thus,  under  the  operation  of  this  necef- 
fary  death,  hell  follows  with  it  ; fo  that  the 
diftrefi'ed  creature,  like  Jonah,  cries  out  of 
the  belly  of  hell.  And  though  I cannot  be- 
lieve or  conceive  it  probable,  or  even  confid- 
ent with  the  truth  of  God,  or  of  the  very 
myftery  of  divine  things,  that  Chrift,  after  his 
crucifixion,  defcended  into  hell ; yet  I have 
no  doubt  that,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fufferings 
and  agony,  he  really  did  feel,  endure,  and 
alfo  conquer  the  force  and  power  and  pains 
of  hell  ; and  fo  muft  every  foul  in  which  the 
fufferings  of  Chrift  that  remain  behind  are 
thoroughly  filled  up  : and  until  this  is  wit- 
neffed,  there  is  never  a thorough  rifing  with 
him  in  the  newnefs  of  life  : but  through 
death  and  burial  with  him,  his  refurreftion  is 
known,  and  in  the  opening  of  this  feal  there 
is  known,  and  painfully  endured  a killing,  by 
various  means,  as  ‘ the  fword,  hunger,  death, 
* and  even  the  beads  of  the  earth.’ 

Oh ! what  is  it  that  does  not  rife  up  to 

torment 


torment  the  poor  foul ! but  all  works  toge- 
ther for  the  good  of  the  faithful  ; no  matter 
by  what  the  necelfary  death  is  effe£ted,  nor 
by  how  many  kinds  of  diftrefs  ; the  Lord  is 
gracious  through  it  all,  and  wounds  to  heal, 
yea,  kills  to  make  alive.  Under  the  opera- 
tions of  thefe  various  modes,  or  meffengers  of 
death,  the  language  often  is,  ‘ Oh  ! wretched 
* man  that  1 am,  who  fha'il  deliver  me  from 
the  body  of  this  death. it  is  painful  endur- 
ing the  (word  to  wound  and  flay  ; with  pinch- 
ing hunger,  and  famifhing  want,  and  fore 
afflictions  from  the  beftial  part,  which  rages 
the  more  it  is  difturbed  by  that  which  come3 
to  take  away  its  life,  until  the  ftrength  of  its 
wild  nature  is  weakened  and  broken. 


After  thefe  fore  trials  are  in  a good  degree 
endured,  the  fifth  feal  opens,  and  brings  to  I 
view  the  perfevering  follower  of  the  Lamb, 
the  holy  altar , and  under  it  the  ‘ fouls  of  thofe 
* that  were  flain  for  the  word  of  God,  and 
the  teftimony  which  they  held,’  ver.  9.  Here 
the  ftate  of  fufferings  and  perfecutions,  en- 
dured by  the  righteous,  is  feen,  and  alfo  the 
ftate  of  rejoicing  and  triumph  which  follows 
after  : for  here  they  are  heard,  availingly  call- 
ing on  the  Almighty  God,  holy  and  true,  for 
judgment,  and  feen  clothed  in  white  robes/ 
even  * every  one  of  them.’ 


What  an  encouraging  profpedl  is  this  when 
opened  in  the  true  light,  by  the  alone  opener 
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sf  the  feals,  the  lion  of  Judah’s  princely  tribe? 
How  does  it  reanimate  the  mind  to  perfevere 
.hrough  all  tribulations,  dangers  and  death, 
until  the  crown  immortal  is  enjoyed  ? 

■Oh  ! the  my  fiery  of  godlinefs ; it  is  great 
indeed,  and  never  rightly  underftood  by  the 
carnal  mind.  To  thefe  the  book  is  ever  feal- 
ed,  and  none  but  he  who  has  the  key  can 
jopen  the  feals.  Carnal  minded  men  may  read 
hof  hoiy  fouls  under  the  altar,  and  of  their 
white  robes,  &c.  but  to  underftand  it,  the 
(inward  eye  mull  be  opened,  and  the  book 
unfealed — then  the  right  underftanding  is  re- 
ceived, and  therein  divine  encouragement  is 
felt,  to  (land  firm  in  the  teflimony  of  Jefus, 
even  though  they  fhould  be  joined  to  the 
number  of  thofe  ‘ fellow-fervants  and  bre- 
* thren  that  fhould  be  killed,’  ver.  1 1.  There- 
fore, the  poor  pilgrim  journeys  on,  flrength- 
ened  and  revived  ; and  is  thus  enabled  to 
endure  the  remaining  tribulations  which  are 
neceffarv  for  a full  refinement,  and  in  order 
to  the  removal  of  all  that  can  befhaken,  that 
that  alone  which  cannot  be  fhaken  may  re- 
main.— In  order  whereunto,  he  who  knows 
how  to  carry  on  the  work,  difpenfing  the 
ftveral  parts  and  portions  of  probationary 
exercife  in  infinite  wifdom,  and  as  they  can 
be  borne,  foon  brings  on  the  fiery  ordeal  or 
purifying  trial,  to  complete  the  emancipation 
of  his  tabulated  feed,  and  bring  out  the  pri- 
foner  with  fhouts  of  joy.  For  now  the  fixth 
feal  is  opened,  which  leads  through  renewed 
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works  of  wonder  and  amazement,  terror  and 
abafement,  even  to  the  (tripping  off  of  almoft 
all  that  ever  was  attained  : for  now  the  earth 
is  made  to  quake , the  fun  itfelf  is  darkened, 
the  moon  becomes  as  blood,  the  (tars  fall 
from  heaven,  yea,  the  heaven  departs  as  a 
fcroll,  and  every  mountain  and  iffand  is  re- 
moved— there  feems  nothing  to  depend  up- 
on, not  fo  much  as  an  iftand  in  the  midft  of 
the  boifterous  ocean,  to  fet  the  foie  of  the 
foot  upon. — The  drooping  foul,  notwithftand- 
ing  its  late  animating  profpeCts,  now  almoft 
finks  into  defpair  ; nor  fun  nor  moon  nor 
(tars  (liine  in  their  ufual  luftre. 

This  ftate  is  like  that  of  the  bridegroom 
of  fouls,  when  he  cried  out,  ‘ My  God,  my 
c God,  why  haft  thou  forfalcen  me  r’J  and 
the  very  fame  in  degree  that  he  then  endured, 
when  total  darkneis  covered  all  the  land  from 
the  fixth  hour  unto  the  ninth,  muft  all  the 
feed  endure. — The  eternal  light  of  heaven, 
the  emanations  of  the  divinity,  are  now  ob- 
fcured  by  fogs  and  clouds  that  intervene, 
and  blacknefs  or  darknefs  overwhelms  the 
mind.  The  fainter  light  of  reafon,  the  moon, 
affords  no  aid,  nor  fcarcely  Alines,  or  fhines 
dimly,  as  We  fee  the  outward  moon  through 
fogs  and  vapours,  red  almoft  as  blood  : for 
the  weighed  down  mind  is  fo  diftrefftd,  toffed 
up  and  down,  that  diffraction  or  a ceffation 
of  intellectual  arrangement  feems  almoft 
ready  to  overfpread  the  whole  man.  And 
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-moreover  the  example  of  the  faints,  the  liars 
Jjf  paft  and  prefent  times,  which  in  ferencr 
linoinents,  greatly  flayed  the  mind,  and 
pread  reviving  light  around,  (for  fays  Chrift, 
ye  are  the  light  or  lights  of  the  world)  yet 
aow  this  is  all  hid,  that  there  is  fcarce  any 
;hing  that  looks  like  light  from  any  quarter 
— This  is  truly  in  a fenfe,  the  great  day  of 
God’s  wrath  upon  all  in  man  that  is  not  to 
dwell  with  him  for  ever. 

Now  the  very  kings,  the  great,  the  rich, 
the  mighty,  the  bond  and  the  free,  are  ready 
to  hide  in  dens,  or  wilh  to  be  covered  by 
the  mountains,  from  the  face  of  the  all- 
fearching  God.  A time  of  trial,  a feafon  of 
anxiety  indeed,  well  known  in  the  experi- 
ence of  the  Lord’s  fanclified  fervants. 

The  more  extenfive  and  general  fignifica- 
tion  and  meaning  of  thefe  myfterious  meta- 
phors, I am  not  at  prefent  to  enter  upon  here; 
nor  indeed  is  it  very  much  our  bufinefs  as 
individuals  to  inquire.  Suffice  it  to  know 
pride  hid  from  us,  the  haughtinefs  of  man  laid 
low,  and  every  exalted  imagination  brought 
thoroughly  down.  O!  blefied,  though  for 
the  prelent  painful  reduction!  Rejoice,  O! 
chriftian  traveller,  when  thou  art  fo  happy  as 
to  know  the  ftronger  bind  the  flrong  and 
mighty  in  thee ; yea,  rejoice  in  the  very 
pangs  and  probations  through  which  all  his 
goods  and  riches  in  thee  are  fpoiled, — and  be 
cafl  out,  with  all  his  pomp,  magnificence  and 
L merchandize 
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merchandize  for  ever. — For  nothing  (hall  be 
able  to  Hand  or  abide  his  coming,  but  what 
cannot  be  fhaken.  The  pure  gold  endures 
the  fire,  and  is  not  hurt  or  leflfened  in  its 
brightnefs,  worth  or  weight. — The  redeemed 
foul  that  has  endured  the  faving,  cleanfing 
baptifm  of  Jefus,  is  by  him  made  free; 
and  thefe,  and  only  thefe,  are  free  indeed ; 
and  having  endured  the  great  day  of  /wrath 
and  judgment  for  fin  in  themfelves,  their 
works  are  gone  beforehand  to  judgment ; 
and  they  are  not  afraid  of  the  day  of  wrath 
to  the  wicked  ; for  perfect  love  carts  out 
all  fuch  fear  ; they  are  heirs  of  God,  and 
joint-heirs  with  Chrift ; they  have  part  in 
the  firlt  refurrection,  and  the  fecond  death 
hath  no  powrer  over  them.  And  now,  having 
parted  through  the  very  hour  and  power  of 
darknefs  ; endured  the  fiery  trial ; drank  the 
cup  the  crucified  Saviour  drank  of,  and  being 
baptized  with  his  baptifm,  they  come  to  wit- 
nefs,  as  he  did  after  his  temptations,  the 
miniftration  of  holy  angels.  Indeed  he  has 
promifed  all  thofe  who  continue  with  him  in 
his  temptations,  a place  in  his  kingdom  ; and 
as  the  angels  miniltered  to  him  in  the  days  of 
liis.flcrti,  immediately  after  his  fore  tempta- 
tion and  trials,  fo  is  it  in  his  brethren’s  expe- 
rience ; for  after  their  deep  abafement  and 
fiery  baptifm  in  the  afflictive  difpenfation  of 
the  fixth  leal,  their  profpedts  open  into  a dif- 
covery  of  the  powers  or  minirtring  fpirits  that 
ft  and  on  and  over  all  that  is  earthly  ; as  John 
law  the  four  angels  Handing  on  the  four  cor- 
ners 
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ners  of  the  earth.  Now  the  four  corners  feem 
to  comprehend  the  whole  earth ; and  indeed  it 
mult  all  be  fhaken  in  us,  if  ever  we  know  the 
new  heavens  and  new  earth,  wherein  dwells 
righteoufnefs  : to  thefe  four  angels  it  was  giv- 
en to  hurt  the  earth  and  the  fea  ; not  only  all 
that  is  of  earth  or  earthly,  but  alfo  all  that 
is  of  an  unfcable  nature,  is  liable  to  the  ftroke 
and  muft  be  chaflifed  and  fubdued.  But  in 
the  midlt  of  all  this  deflruction  to  the  earth 
and  fea,  another  holy  angel  appears,  afcend- 
ing  from  the  ealf,  (that  is,  from  where  the  fun 
of  righteoufnefs  ever  arifeth  with  healing  in 
his  wings)  and  Oh ! the  unfpeakable  joy  and 
confolation  which  now  fprings  and  overflows 
the  foul.  For  fing,  O ye  heavens ! ye  ran- 
fomed  of  the  Lord  on  earth,  rejoice  and 
praife  the  Lord,  for  this  is  the  angel  that  has 
the  feal  of  the  living  God.  And  now,  alter 
your  many  deep  probations  and  feafons  of 
difcouragements  and  diftrefs,  you  are  remem- 
bered in  the  very  moment  of  renewed  trial, 
and  of  total  deffru&ion  to  all  that  can  be 
fhaken  and  removed  ; yea,  the  fealing  angel 
is  now,  at  the  very  juncture  of  difmay,  fent 
forth,  commiffioned  from  on  high,  to  flay 
the  hurting  of  the  earth  and  fea,  until  he 
fealeth  you  in  your  foreheads — even  with  a 
loud  voice  he  crieth  c to  the  four  angels,  fay- 
‘ ing,  hurt  not  the  earth,  neither  the  fea  nor 
‘ the  trees,  until  we  have  fealed  the  fervants 
‘ of  our  God  in  their  foreheads.’:):  And  now, 
O ravifhing  confideration  ! not  one  of  all  the 
L 2 true 
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true  Ifraelitifh  tribes  is  overlooked  or  forgot- 
ten ; but  each  has  its  twelve  tboufand fealedl 
If  thou  art  but  one  of  wreftling  Jacob’s  fpi- 
ritual  offspring,  and  wreftlefl  rightly  for  the 
blcffing  until  the  break  of  day,  in  that  which 
as  a prince  prevaileth,  and  has  power  both 
with  God  and  men,  thou  {halt  furely,  with 
Jacob  thy  father,  obtain  the  name  of  lfrael\ 
and  notwithftanding  all  thy  painful  fiery  tri- 
als, the  power  thou  haft  with  God  will  enable 
thee  to  go  on  conquering  and  to  conquer 
all  thy  foul’s  enemies  ; and  the  holy  angel  of 
the  divine  prefence  {hall  feal  thee  with  the 
feal  of  the  living  God  ; for  thou  belonged  to 
the  number  of  the  hundred  and  forty  and 
four  thoufand,  which  were  fealed  of  all  the 
tribes  of  the  children  of  Ifrael ; or  to  the 
great  multitude  which  no  man  could  number,  | 
of  all  nations,  kindreds,  people  and  tongues, ; 
which  ftood  before  the  throne  and  before 
the  Lamb,  clothed  with  white  robes,  and  ■ 
palms  in  their  hands.  And  thou  {halt,  when 
the  day  of  indignation  is  over,  even  in  this 
life,  and  alfo  in  endlefs  fruition,  join  theii 
fongs  of  praife  with  a loud  voice,  faying,  fal-  i 
vation  to  our  God,  which  fitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  : yea,  thou  {halt  j 
join  the  angels  holy  anthem ; with  them  wor-1 
{hipping  before  God,  and  faying,  * Amen : i 
* bleffing,  and  glory,  and  wifdom,  and  thankf- 
‘ giving,  and  honour,  and  power,  and  might,  i 
‘be  unto  our  God,  for  ever  and  ever. i 
‘ Amen.’j 
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It  is  worthy  of  fpecial  notice,  that  in  the 
midfl:  of  all  this  triumph  and  adoration,  it  is 
not  forgotten  that  a path  of  fuffering  and 
felf*denial  was  the  way  that  led  to  thefe  fera- 
phic  enjoyments  ; for  a queftion  being  afked, 
what  are  thefe  which  are  arrayed  in  white 
robes  ? and  whence  came  they  ? the  anfwer 
was,  * Thefe  are  they  which  came  out  of 
‘ great  tribulation,  and  have  walhed  their 

* robes,  and  made  them  white,  in  the  blood 
‘ of  the  Lamb  ; therefore  are  they  before  the 

* throne  of  God,  and  ferve  him  day  and 

* night  in  his  temple  ; and  he  that  fitteth  on 
« the  throne  {hall  dwell  among  them.  They 

* {hall  hunger  no  more  ; neither  (hall  the  fun 

* light  on  them,  nor  any  heat:  for  the  Lamb, 

* which  is  in  the  midft  of  them,  {hall  feed 

* them,  and  (hall  lead  them  unto  living  foun- 
‘ tains  of  waters ; and  God  {hall  wipe  away 

* all  tears  from  their  eyes.’j  Now,  having 
paiTed  the  fiery  furnace  ; come  through  the 
great  tribulations ; wafhed  their  garments, 
and  received  the  feal  of  the  living  God  ; the 
mind  is  prepared  for  the  opening  of  the 
fcventh  and  lad  feal,  which  leads  into  pro- 
found filence.  ‘ And  when  he  had  opened 
*■  the  feventh  feal,  there  was  filence  in  heaven. 

* for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour.’fj  Here  all  the 
powers  of  the  foul  are  filenced  ; every  faculty 
of  the  creature,  and  all  creatu-rely  activity,  is 
reitrained  ! all  vocal  fongs  of  praife,  and  hal- 
lelujahs, ceafe  ! the  angelic  chorus  of  holy,, 
holy,  holy,  is  fufpended  l and  God  is  wor- 

L 3 {hipped 

t Rev.  vii.  14  \ j|  Rev-viii.  ** 


1 14  JOURNAL  OF 

fhipped  in  inward,  awful  adoration  and  reve- 
rential, folemn  filence. — Rapturous  devotion, 
fuperior  to  the  ui'e  of  words,  fuperceding 
vocal  founds,  and  which  language,  in  its 
utmofl  fublimity,  can  fcarce  ever  defcribe  j 
but  which  may  be  felt  and  experienced  by 
the  fan£tified  foul,  in  an  heavenly,  extatic 
enjoyment,  unknown  to  all  the  fons  of  Adam 
in  the  fall:  an  enjoyment  and  adoration,  a 
tranfporting  felicity  and  fruition,  even  in  this 
life  in  degree,  which  a full  idea  of  can  never 
be  conveyed  to  an  unregenerate  foul,  by  all 
the  arts  of  defcription — all  the  powers  of  rhe- 
toric or  elocution — and  which  the  carnal 
mind  can  never  conceive  an  adequate  idea  of 
by  all  the  reafonings  of  flefli  and  blood,  or 
penetrations  of  human  wifdom. — The  vrife, 
the  feribe,  the  difputer  of  this  world,  may 
imagine  and  contend  in  ignorance  and  dark- 
nefs  ; but  can  never  in  that  Rate  have  the  1 
living  knowledge  and  experience  of  thefe  : 
things ; while  they  that  endure  the  day  of 
trial  continue  with  Chrift  in  his  temptations, 
drink  his  cup,  and  abide  his  baptifms,  his  ; 
agonies  and  death,  thus  refting  from  all  their  « 
own  works,  come  to  the  true  chriftian  fab- 
bath,  and  therein  worfhip  God  in  fpirit  and 
in  truth,  in  the  pure  living  experience  of  that 
facred,  awful,  reverential  filence  which  is 
knowm  in  heaven.  Thefe  know  what  is 
meant  by  the  fmoke  of  the  incenfe  which 
continually  afeends  up  before  God,  from  the  * 
angel’s  hand,  and  from  the  golden  altar,  for  j 
ever ; and  are  in  good  preparation  to  witnefs 

and  I 


and  underftand  the  remaining  wonders — the 
foundings. of  the  angels — the  meafure  of  the 
temple — the  leaving  out  of  the  outward 
court — the  woman  clothed  with  the  fun — 
the  dragon’s  tail,  and  many  other  deep  myf- 
teries,  which  are  never  clearly  underflood, 
but  as  he  that  has  the  key  of  David  opens 
them. — But  as  far  as  needful  he  fails  not  to 
open  them  to  all  who  follow  him  in  the  re- 
generation, wherefoever  he  leadeth  them 
who  are  redeemed  from  the  earth,  and  from 
among  men.  Thefe  fhall  (land  with  him  on 
Mount  Sion,  and  having  their  Father’s  name 
written  in  their  foreheads,  fhall  fing  the  new 
fong,  receive  the  blefling  of  thofe  who  obey 
his  commands,  have  a right  to  the  tree  of  life, 
and  enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the  City. 
—They  fhall  reft  from  their  labours,  and  their 
w'orks  fhall  follow  them. 

Great  part  of  the  Revelations,  as  well  as 
other  myfterious  feriptures,  is  livingly  known 
in  the  work  and  progrefs  of  regeneration, 
and  therein  found  very  pertinent  and  deferip- 
tive,  in  regard  to  the  many  exercifes,  pangs, 
probations  and  deliverances,  which  attend  the 
foul  in  its  feafons  of  refinement,  and  gradual 
renovation. — And  all  this  hinders  not,  but 
well  confifis,  with  the  more  outward  meaning 
and  fulfilment  of  fuch  parts  of  facred  record, 
fo  far  as  they  really  relpecl  things  outward  : 
but  I am  firm  in  the  faith,  that  many  are 
mufing  and  gazing  after  outward  fulfilments, 
to  the  very  great  and  fometimes  injurious  di- 
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verfion  of  their  minds  from  the  only  work, 
and  fulfilment  of  many  paflages,  which  they 
may  ever  properly  expect  to  experience.  The 
fcripture  is  a fealed  book  ; it  is  abundantly 
wrapped  up  in  parable,  metaphor  and  myfte- 
ry — yea  many,  very  many  things  in  it,  which 
men  whofe  minds  are  outward  will  read  and 
underhand  of  outward  things,  are  mainly 
meant  of  internal  operations,  difcoveries  and 
overturnings,  which  God  in,his  dealings  with 
the  foul,  leads  it  along  through. — He  that  a 
hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear, — is  a very  proper 
intimation,  and  is  therefore  often  repeated, 
that  the  mind  may  be  directed  to  an  inward  i 
hearkening,  in  order  to  a right  underhand-  ) 
ing  : for  many  have  eyes,  but  fee  not ; and  l 
ears,  but  hear  not.  The  eye  and  ear  that  i 
fees  and  hears  divine  things  rightly,  muh  be  I 
divinely  opened.  Many  are  blind  becaufe 
they  think  they  fee  \ and  deaf,  by  reafon  of 
their  confidence  that  they  hear.  Chrift’s  com- 
ing was  and  is,  that  thofe  who  fee  and  hear 
may  be  made  blind  and  deaf ; and  that  the 
blind  and  deaf  mav  fee  and  hear  i and  blef-  I 

J 7 

fed  are  t'nefe  who  are  made  blind  and  deaf 
by  him-,  for  it  is  as  needful  to  true  feeing  and 
hearing,  to  be  firh  made  blind  and  deaf,  as-  * 
wounding  is  necelfary  to  healing,  and  killing, 
to  being  made  alive.  lie  that  will  be  wife, 
muh  firh  become  a fool  that  he  may  be  wife, 
and  he  that  will  fee  and  hear,  muh  firh  be- 
come blind  and  deaf. 

O,  it  is  a great  thing  to  know  that  eye  and  i 

ear 
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tar  clofed,  that  ever  fees  and  hears  amifs,  and 
to  keep  them  ileadily  fhut  up  ; and  the  Tingle 
eye  and  ear  properly  open.  Keep  to  that  in 
thee,  O inward  traveller,  that  (huts  the  wrong 
eye  and  ear,  and  opens  the  right ; then  wilt 
thou  be  in  the  number  of  fuch  as  our  Lord 
pronounceth  bleffed,  faying,  ‘ bleffed  are  your 
* eves,  for  they  fee,  and  your  ears,  for  they 
‘ hear.’* 


* Matt.  xiii.  16. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

The  folly  of  j elf  importance.  The  author’s  con- 
cern, that  himfelf  and  others  may  experience 
an  entire  reduction  of  felf,  and  perfect  refig- 
nation  to  the  divine  will . His  vi/it  to  Friends 
of  Oblong  and  Nine-Partners,  in  the  Jlate  of 
New -Fork. 

1784,  IT  Have  divers  times  lately  very 
6th  mo.  1 2.  j|_  clearly  feen  the  great  folly  of 
thinking  ouri'elves  of  much  importance,  ei- 
ther in  religious  fociety,  or  in  the  world.  O 
may  my  foul  dwell  ever  in  true  abafement ; 
for  blefTed  and  happy  is  he  that  knows  a being 
brought  down,  yea  down  low,  and  there 
abiding  ; for  until  all  felf-exaltation  is  entire- 
ly rooted  out  of  our  minds,  we  are  not  what 
God  would  have  us  to  be  ; and  his  turning  t: 
and  overturning  in  us,  is  in  order,  if  not  re-  1 
lifted,  thus  to  make  us;  and  until  we  do,  from  1 
the  centre  of  our  fouls,  give  him  all  the 
glory,  there  remains  in  us  a fource  of  unhap-  J 

pinefs,  diforder  and  confufion O man!  how 

great  is  the  work  of  thy  falvation ; how  ma-  | 
ny  deaths  thou  haft  to  die,  before  that  comes  5 
to  reign  in  thee,  which  lives  for  ever  ; — for 
know  thou,  that  thou  canft  never  fully  enjoy  1 
that  life  which  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God, 
until  thou  dieft  to  thy  own  felfifli  life.  It  is  i 
he  that  lofes  his  life  for  Ch rift’s  fake,  that  ; 
fhall  fnd  \t ; yea,  our  blefTed  Saviour  declares, 

* if  any  man  hate  not  his  own  life,  he  cannot 

‘ be 


‘ be  my  difciple’j- — and  at  this  jun&ure  of 
,time  I fincerely  think  I do  fo. — Lord  God 
Almighty,  carry  on  thy  great  work  in  my 
foul,  bow  every  exalted  imagination,  and  lay 
all  that  is  not  of  thy  own  immediate  beget- 
I tings  in  me,  level  with  the  dull,  that  I may 
altogether,  and  at  all  times,  hate  my  own  life, 
with  perfect  hatred,  until  I come  livingly  to 
know  that  it  is  thy  only  begotten,  in  whom 
thou  art  well  pleafed,  and  with  no  man  fur- 
ther than  he  dies  to  himfelf,  and  lives,  in  the 
iffon  of  thy  love,  a life  unknown  to  the  be- 
nighted fons  of  Adam  in  the  fall  ; and  only 
faintly  conceived  of  by  thoufands  that  have 
known  a degree  of  renovation.  Lord ! when 
it  fhall  pleafe  thee,  awake  them,  aroufe  and 
alarm  them,  that  they  may  arife  from  their 
jlethargy,  and  be  enabled  to  look  and  behold 
Jerufalem  a quiet  habitation,  and  be  admit- 
ted, pure  and  perfect,  into  the  communion 
and  fellowfhip  of  her  ranfomed  fons — where 
thou,  O mod  holy,  ruled  God  over  all,  and 
felf-exaltation  finds  no  admittance. 

Having  for  fome  time  pad,  felt  drawings 
in  my  mind  to  pay  a religious  vifit  to  Friends 
of  Oblong  and  Nine-Partners  quarterly  meet- 
ings, and  perceiving  a like  concern  in  my 
friend  Daniel  Aldrich,  of  our  monthly  meet- 
ing of  Uxbridge,  we  laid  our  profpecfs  before 
our  brethren  at  home,  and  obtaining  their 
certificates  of  concurrence  from  our  monthly 
and  quarterly  meetings,  I left  my  dear  wife 

and 
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and  family  in  much  heart-felt  tendernefs  and 
affedtion,  the  19th  of  the  7th  month  1784, 
and  rode  that  night  to  my  faid  friend  Daniel’s 
houfe  about  nine  miles  ; and  next  morning, 
taking  our  folid  leave  of  his  family,  we  got 
on  our  way  between  forty  and  fifty  miles  to 
Coventry,  in  Connecticut.  21ft  we  got  to 
Litchfield,  near  fifty  miles,  and  next  day  the 
aad  got  to  Friends  fifth-day  meeting  at  New- 
Milford,  upwards  of  twenty  miles,  though  we 
knew  not  that  there  was  a meeting  there  of 
courfe  that  day,  but  the  probability  made  us 
prefs  on  a little,  fo  that  we  reached  it  feafon- 
ably  ; it  was  very  fmall  and  filent.  I fuppofe 
it  not  far  from  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles 
from  my  home  to  this  meeting,  and  near  all 
the  way  among  Prefbyterians,  who  ufed  us 
civilly  ; and  I have  reafon  to  believe  there  is 
much  more  opennefs  and  charity  in  many  of 
their  minds  towards  Friends  than  formerly. 

Next  day,  23d,  had  a meeting  at  Oblong. 
This  meeting  was  open  and  favoured — I felt 
engaged  to  encourage  fome  who  I believe  had 
felt  fomething  of  the  operation  of  the  fiery 
furnace,  to  keep  in  it,  and  not  give  back, 
until  it  had  purified  and  refined  them. 

On  the  24th  of  7th  month  1784,  we  were 
at  the  valley  meeting.  I buffered  the  meeting 
through,  under  a clofe  exercife,  but  could 
not  find  a way  fufficiently  open  to  attempt  to 
clear  my  mind  by  publick  teftimony;  thence 
we  rode  to  my  dear  uncle  Thomas  Com- 
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flock's,  and  next  day  being  firft-day  the  25th, 
were  at  Peachpond  meeting.  After  meeting 
'we  dined  at  a Friend’s  houfe  and  had  a fa- 
voured opportunity  in  the  family  among  a 
jnumber  of  young  and  a few  elderly  perfons. 

Second-day  26th,  rode  to  Andrew  Mer- 
iritt’s,  where  Friends  hold  a meeting  for  wor- 
(hip.  Here  we  had  an  open  meeting,  wherein 
they  were  tenderly  entreated  to  more  ardency 
of  engagement  in  the  things  that  belong  to 
their  peace,  and  warned  of  the  danger  of  lov- 
ing any  thing  more  than  Chrift  ; and  we 
parted  with  them  in  great  good  will,  they 
having  been  moftly  reached  and  tendered  un- 
der a fenfe  of  the  ownings  of  the  great  Shep- 
herd and  Bifhop  of  fouls.  "We  then  attended 
the  meeting  at  Shappaqua,  which  was  a 
memorable  time — may  we  never  forget  the 
loving-kindnefs  of  him  without  whom  we 
can  do  nothing. — He  it  is  that  opens  the 
fealed  book,  and  gives  ability  to  dip  into 
the  Hates  of  meetings,  and  drop  a word  fuita- 
bly  thereto. — O,  that  our  dependence  may 
ever  be  upon  him,  for,  as  it  is,  we  fball 
witnefs  the  infufficiency  of  human  greatnefs, 
worldly  wil'dom,  felf-importance  or  creature- 
ly  contrivance,  and  I have  rcafon  to  believe 
that,  as  it  was  our  engagement  this  day,  thus 
to  bow  before  him,  wait  upon  him,  and  move 
n his  movings,  we  were  made  inftrumental 
.0  reach  the  pure  witnefs  in  many  hearts ; and 
.0  leave  impreffions  on  them  that  will  not 
oon  be  forgotten. — After  meeting  we  had  a 
M family 
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family  fitting  nearly  in  filence.  I felt  great 
caution  not  to  move  in  words,  unlefs  a frefh 
opening  induced  me,  fearing  I might  be  car- 
ried too  far  in  the  fulnefs  of  this  day’s  fa- 
vour, as  I believe  I have  feen  fome  who  have 
kept  running  on  in  the  ftrength  of  what  was 
at  firft  a true  opening,  until  they  have  bewil- 
dered their  own  minds  and  brought  forrow 
and  confufion  upon  themfelves.  Oh  ! how 
ftrict  a watch  is  neceffary  left  we  take  our 
flight  upon  the  fabbath-day. — Lord  preferve 
us  in  a conftant  dependence  upon  thee,  and 
the  openings  of  thy  holy  Spirit ! 

4th  month  28th  and  29th.  We  attended 
the  feleft  quarterly  meeting  at  the  Purchafe, 
and  their  quarterly  meeting  for  worfhip  and 
difcipline  ; in  which  my  tongue,  as  it  were, 
clave  to  the  roof  of  my  month  ; yet  was  ena- 
bled to  keep  in  a good  degree  in  the  patience. 
— After  which  we  attended  meetings  at  Ma- 
maroneck,  Weft-Chefter,  Purchafe,  Amnia- 
walk,  New-Cornwall,  New-Malborough,  j 
Crum-Elbow,  Nine-Partners,  at  the  Creek 
and  Little  Nine-Partners,  fome  of  which  were 
painful  exercifing  feafons  ; but  in  others  we 
experienced  a good  degree  of  the  dominion 
of  truth  over  all,  particularly  at  the  laft  meet- 
ing, where  the  love  of  truth  was  felt  fweetly 
to  flow  towards  a pretty  large  gathering,  i: 
moftly  not  of  our  fociety,  and  the  doctrines 
thereof  were  opened  among  them  in  a goodi 
degree  of  life  and  demonft ration. 

Third- 1 
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Third-day  10th  of  8th  month.  We  went 
to  the  feleft  preparative  meeting  at  Nine- 
Partners,  compofed  of  the  minifters  and  el- 
ders of  the  two  monthly  meetings  of  Creek 
and  Nine- Partners.  The  affairs  of  this  meet- 
i ing  were  conduced  in  a degree  of  the  favour 
of  truth. 

Fourth-day  iith,  attended  the  fele£t  quar- 
terly meeting  to  pretty  good  fatisf action.  I 
felt  truth’s  dominion  over  all  in  my  mind, 
and  rejoiced  in  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the 
Lord. 

5th-day  12th,  attended  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing for  worfhip  and  difcipline  at  the  fame  place 
where  the  two  foregoing  feleft  meetings  were 
held.  The  13th,  a meeting  was  appointed 
for  us  at  Ofwego,  which  was  a pretty  full 
meeting,  in  which  the  current  of  gofpel  love, 
power  and  utterance,  flowed  freely  and  re- 
frefhingly  ; it  was  indeed  a precious  oppor- 
tunity, and  ought  to  be  remembered  with 
thankfulnefs  to  the  great  Opener  and  Leader, 
who,  out  of  weaknefs,  makes  ftrong.  — Blef- 
fed  be  the  Lord.  The  next  day  were  at  a meet- 
ing at  .Appoughquague,  and  15th,  being  firft- 
day,  we  were  again  at  meeting  at  Peachpond, 
on  fecond-day  at  the  valley,  and  third-day  at 
one  called  the  upper-meeting  held  at  Ifaiah 
Hoag’s,  which  was  a very  exercifing  meet- 
ing ; but,  after  deep  travail,  we  were  aflifted 
and  enabled  to  found  an  alarm  among  them 
in  a degree  of  gofpel  authority  ; and  though 
M 2 I believe 
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I believe  we  felt  truth  and  the  feed  of  life 
under  oppreflion  ; yet  as  we  lay  low  with  it, 
and  were  made  willing  to  fuffer  with  it,  we 
were  enabled  to  witnefs  it  to  reign  in  domi- 
nion over  all. 

Fourth-day  1 8th.  Were  at  the  monthly 
meeting  at  Nine-Partners  ; fome  clofe  exer- 
cife  attended  the  fore  part  of  this  meeting  in 
filent  fuffering  with  the  fuffering  feed,  but 
truth  rofe  into  dominion  to  the  joy  of  our 
fouls,  wherein  we  had  to  call  the  people  to 
an  inward,  awful  ftillnefs  and  attention,  left 
they  be  difappointed  as  to  meeting  with  the 
mailer  of  our  affemblies-,  and  alfo  as  to  being 
benefited  with  or  by  the  true  gofpel  miniftry; 
for  thofe  who  can  only  run  when  the  Lord 
fends  them,  are  often  clofed  up  in  profound 
filence  by  the  outward  expectations  of  the 
people,  not  having  liberty,  as  they  keep  to 
the  openings  and  {huttings  of  him  who  has 
the  key  of  David,  to  gratify  thofe  itching  ears. 
— This  and  confiderable  more  they  were  re- 
minded of.  In  the  meeting  for  difeipline, 
both  men’s  and  women’s,  (for  we  were  con- 
cerned to  go  into  theirs)  they  were  advifed 
to  keep  to  their  own  gifts,  and  not  depend 
upon  one  another,  to  the  negleft  of  occupy- 
ing their  own  talents,  left  they  as  individuals, 
and  the  meeting  at  large,  fuffer  lofs  thereby, 
and  fome  forward  fpirits  be  pulhed  forward 
into  too  great  activity  in  a formal  manner  by 
the  backwardnefs  and  withholding  of  others. 
Friends  were  advifed  to  be  no  longer  grafp- 
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ing  after  things  unneceffary;  for  the  pro- 
curing of  them  leads  us  into  much  care, 
cumber  and  expenfe  of  time,  thereby  en- 
croaching upon  the  time  we  ought  to  fpend  at 
meetings,  vifiting  the  Tick,  &c.  and  cuts  us  off 
| from  fufficient  time  for  inward  retirement  in 
'our  families,  as  well  as  taking  care  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  church.  Now  all  thefe  fervices, 
when  rightly  engaged  in,  greatly  tend  to  our 
growth  and  refinement,  and  real  comfort  and 
happinefs  in  this  life  and  hereafter;  as  alfo  to 
the  promotion  of  the  caufe  of  truth  in  the 
! earth.  Oh ! how  mortals  grovel  here  in  earth 
' and  earth’s  perplexing  cares,  to  their  great 
lofs  of  more  fubfiantial  enjoyments;  whereas, 
if  willing  to  be  bounded  by  the  girdle  of 
truth,  we  might  have  plenty  of  time  for  all 
our  religious  duties,  and  have  fufficient  to 
fpare  to  educate  our  children.  We  were 
alfo  concerned  to  caution  againft  keeping 
fuperfluities  and  gay  things  to  fell  to  others. 

Fifth-day  19th.  Attended  the  adjourn- 
ment of  faid  meeting  to  pretty  good  fatisfac- 
tion.  20th,  attended  the  Creek  monthly 
meeting,  after  which  we  attended  meetings  at 
Cloverick,  Coeman’s  Patent,  New-Britain, 
Eaft-Hoofack,  White  Creek,  Saratoga,  and 
at  a place  called  Pitts-Town,  where  there  is 
no  fettled  meeting,  which  ended  to  good 
fatisfa&ion. 

On  firfi-day  the  5th  of  9th  month,  we  at- 
tended meeting  at  Danby,  where  I thought 
M 3 truth 


126 


JOURNAL  OF 

truth  triumphed  and  had  the  domiuion  ; ma- 
ny minds  were  reached  and  tendered.  2d 
day  6th,  we  appointed  a meeting  at  a place 
called  Durham,  about  twelve  miles  north- 
ward of  Danby,  of  which  notice  was  given, 
and  we  attended  it  accordingly,  and  had 
fatisfactory  fervice  therein,  though  among  a 
people  not  much  acquainted  with  Friends, 
and  exceedingly  outward  in  their  expecta- 
tions, and  unacquainted  with  the  advantages 
of  inward  waiting  in  folemn  filence  upon 
God. 

Fifth-day  9th.  Attended  the  preparative 
meeting  at  Danby,  at  the  clofe  of  which  we 
fat  a few  minutes,  the  men  and  women  to- 
gether; this  was  a little,  comfortable  feafon, 
divers  minds  being  refrelhed  in  this  our  part- 
ing opportunity.  6th  day,  loth  of  9th  month, 
we  took  our  affectionate  leave  of  our  dear 
friends,  and  fet  forward  for  home,  accompa- 
nied by  our  beloved  friend  E.  S.  My  mind 
was  much  affected  at  and  after  parting  with 
Friends,  with  great  tendernefs  and  tears  of 
joy,  which,  for  a confiderable  fpace  of  time, 
flowed  copioufly  from  mine  eyes.  My  mind 
was  carried  back  to  view  the  places  where  we 
had  vifited,  and  my  foul  was  melted  into  ar- 
dent mental  application  for  the  prefervation 
of  Friends  in  general,  and  many  individuals 
in  particular  ; attended  with  fuch  endeared 
affection  and  brokennefs  of  fSrit,  as  has  rare- 
ly been  my  lot  to  witnefs  for'fc  long  a time 
together.  Oh  ! with  what  hetftt-felt  fervency 
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did  I intercede  for  the  help  and  prefervation 
of  the  little  flock  and  family  up  and  down  in 
the  world  ! the  earned  requcils  that  I was 
enabled  to  put  up  for  the  inftruftion  and 
divine  afliftance  of  the  many  mefiengers  of 
the  Lord  which  are  running  to  and  fro  in  the 
earth  among  the  people,  that  their  labours 
may  prove  fuccefsful,  and  benefit  the  fouls  of 
mankind : indeed  the  language  of  folemn 
fupplication  ran  powerfully  through  my  mind 
with  a melting  fenfibility  for  all ; that  the 
dead  might  be  raifed,  quickened  and  made 
alive,  in  that  life  which  is  hid  with  Chriil  in 
God.  Many  individuals  of  my  acquaintance, 
both  in  places  where  I had  vifited  abroad, 
and  alfo  at  home  in  our  own  and  neighbour- 
ing monthly  meetings,  came  frelh  into  my 
remembrance  with  fucll  ardency  of  defire, 
and  breathings  of  foul,  for  their  growth,  pre- 
fervation and  improvement,  as  will  not  readily 
be  conceived  by  fuch  as  have  not  felt  the 
fame.  Yea,  my  defires  for  them  were  con- 
ceived in  intelligent  language  in  the  fecret  of 
my  foul,  in  a number  of  little,  fhort,  though 
fvveet  and  melting  requefts  for  one  after  an- 
other, as  the  Father  of  Spirits  brought  them 
to  my  remembrance.  Oh  ! how  often  did  it 
flow  through  me  as  a ftrearn  of  life  on  this 
wife:  ‘ O mod  mighty  and  omnipotent  Lord 

* God,  commifiionate  thine  holy  angels  to 

* attend  and  guard  thy  exercifed  pilgrims 

* through  this  vale  of  tears : let  cherubims 
‘ and  feraphitQs  encamp  about  and  furround 

* the  little  hofl  of  militants,  thy  wreftling 

* feed 
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* feed  while  here  on  earth  and  for  ever- 

* more.’  Oh!  how  did  my  bofom  heave  with 
fwelling  tides  of  joy  and  divine  delight ! yea, 
all  that  was  in  me  moved! — my  head,  my 
heart,  yea,  my  whole  man  feemed  encircled 
round  until  fpiritual  attendants ! whofe  melo- 
dious and  extatic  fongs  of  praife  enraptured 
my  foul,  and  lifted  me  above  all  earth’s  tu- 
multuous cares  and  all  its  fading  joys!  and  in 
the  midlt  of  this  triumphant  adoration,  my 
eyes  were  opened  to  fee  and  view  the  depths  of 
fufferings  and  abafement  which  my  foul  had 
palTed  through  in  my  vifit ; then  did  I fee 
that  the  true  wreftling  feed  of  Jacob  can  never 
rejoice,  but  through  fufferings;  abound,  but 
through  abafement;  nor  live  and  reign  with 
the  Lamb  that  was  dead  and  is  alive,  but 
through  death.  I then  was  given  to  behold 
as  it  were  around  me,  as  I rode  on  the  way, 
an  innumerable  multitude  of  glorified  fpirits; 
and  it  was  Laid  in  the  center  of  my  foul, 

* thefe  are  they  which  came  out  of  great  tri- 

* bulation,  have  wafhed  their  robes,  and  made 
‘ them  white,  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,’| 
their  ever-living  Redeemer.  I faw  that  I mult 
yet  longer  endure  the  cup  of  fufferings  in 
this  houfe  of  clay,  if  I would  join  the  fongs 
of  thole  ranfomed  fouls  in  never-ending  an- 
thems of  praife  ; to  which  I bowed  my  head 
and  heart,  faying,  Lord,  let  not  thine  eye 
pity,  nor  thy  hand  fpare,  until  thou  halt  done 
away  all  that  offends  in  me,  and  brought 
forth  judgment  unto  vidtory  in  my  foul:  and 

when 
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when  I had  thus  fubmitted  and  offered  up 
body,  foul  and  fpirit,  into  his  holy  hands,  a 
willing  facrifice,  it  was  lhewed  me  how  good 
it  had  been  for  me  that  I had  fo  deeply  fuf- 
fered  ; and  that,  had  it  been  otherwife,  I 
fhould  have  miffed  of  this  feaft  of  fat  things. 
Next  it  was  fhewed  me,  that  though  I had 
not  altogether  done  the  belt  that  I might  have 
done  while  on  this  vifit,  yet  that  I had  been 
preferved  in  the  meeknefs,  littlenefs  and  hu- 
mility ; and,  to  my  inexpreffible  fatisfa&ion, 
I was  alfo  fhewed,  and  made  to  fee,  feel  and 
know,  that  nothing  was  laid  to  my  charge  as 
an  offence  to  ftand  againlt  me ; but  feeling 
there  was  now  no  condemnation  to  my  foul, 
I was  made  to  join  the  heavenly  harmony ; 
and,  in  that  angelic  fpring  of  adoration  which 
I felt,  my  foul  within  me  leapt  for  joy,  and, 
at  the  end  of  this  tranfporting  chorus,  my  in- 
mofl  language  was — ‘ fing  praifes,  fing  praifes, 
‘ fing  praifes.  Amen,  Amen,  hallelujah  !’  At 
which  it  feemed  as  if  the  whole  expanfe  of 
heaven  rang  with  acclamations  of  joy,  thankf- 
giving  and  praife ! After  which  I again  had 
freedom  to  enter  into  innocent  and  pleafant 
converfation  with  my  two  friends,  which  I 
had  not  done  for  miles  before  as  we  rode  on 
the  way ; but  I kept  the  vifion  pretty  much 
to  myfelf,  fave  what  of  its  effects  they  difeo- 
vered  in  my  countenance,  and  the  tears  I had 
fhed,  which  I had  not  power  to  reftrain. — 
Lord,  never  fuffer  me  to  forget  thy  favours 
and  divine  communications — but  as  thou  haft 
begun  to  clothe  my  mind  with  humility,  be 

pleafed 
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pleafed  more  and  more  to  center  me  deep 
into  it ; that  I may  wear  it  as  a garment  for 
ever. 

We  rode  over  the  green  mountain  this  .day. 
in  the  ftate  of  Vermont,  through  which  it 
runs,  takes  it  name  from  it,  importing  a 
green  mount ; it  is  called  about  thirty  miles 
over. — Lodged  in  Townfend.  7th  day  1 ith, 
we  rode  near  forty  miles  to  Richmond,  iff 
day  1 2th,  we  attended  Friends  meeting  at 
Richmond.  2d  day  1 3th,  we  rode  forty-five 
miles,  and  on  3d  day  14th  of  9th  month, 
home.  Was  thankfully  rejoiced  to  find  my 
dear  wife  and  family  well,  having  been  from 
home  eight  weeks  yefterday,  rode  about 
eight  hundred  miles,  and  attended  religious 
meetings  forty  days. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Profpeft  of  vifit  ing  Friends  of  Pennfylvania  and 
New-Jerfey.  Exercifes  and  ficknefs  preced- 
ing bis  journey , and  occurrences  therein . 

AFTER  my  return  from  the  foregoing 
vifit  to  Friends  of  Oblong  and  Nine- 
Partners  quarterly  meetings,  I had  to  pafs 
through  much  probationary  leannefs  and  in- 
ward want,  and  at  times  through  deep  and 
various  exercifes ; but  I had  not  been  long  at 
home,  before  a concern  began  to  revive  and 
fpread  in  my  mind,  which  I had  had  fome 
view  of  for  feveral  years,  to  wit,  to  make 
a vifit  to  Friends  of  Pennfylvania  and  New- 
Jerfey  ; and  at  times  it  was  frelh  with  me, 
but  without  a clear  profpeft  of  the  time  when. 
Thus  time  palled  on ; and  in  fome  of  our 
meetings  for  worfhip,  the  weight  of  the  fer- 
vice  would  reft  upon  me  as  fomething  almoft 
too  great  for  my  weak  ftate  : but  I was  moftly 
favoured  to  fee  that  ability  for  fuch  fervices 
was  not  in  the  creature,  but  in  God  ; and 
then  I could  call;  my  care  on  him  alone,  and 
give  up ; and  thus  Submitting,  I felt  or  favr 
but  little  about  it  for  fome  length  of  time  ; 
but  about  the  4th,  5th  and  6th  months  1785, 
it  was  much  with  me  ; but  yet  I could  not  fee 
clearly  about  the  time  when  to  proceed.  And 
j at  our  yearly  meeting  at  Newport,  in  the  6th 
month,  as  I fat  in  a meeting  for  worfhip  one 

day 


day,  it  revived  with  the  nioft  clearnefs  that  I 
had  ever  feen  it,  infomuch  that  I had  a qutry 
in  my  mind,  whether  it  would  not  be  ripe  to 
proceed  to  the  yearly  meeting  at  Philadelphia 
in  the  9th  month  following,  but  this  palling 
off,  1 thought  I would  not  yet  open  it  to  any 
perfon.  But  after  this  meeting  my  dear 
friend  Jofcph  Mitchell  afked  me  if  I had  not 
fome  thoughts  of  going  to  Pennfylvania,  &c. 
on  a religious  vifit.  I anfwered  him,  ‘ I have 
‘ had  fuch  thoughts,  but  believe  nobody 

* would  yet  have  known  any  thing  of  it,  had 

* not  the  queftion  been  put  to  me.’  He  told 
me  he  felt  fuch  an  engagement  to  alk  me, 
that  he  believed  it  was  right  for  him  fo  to  do, 
and  then  he  opened  his  profpeft  of  fuch  a 
vifit,  which  agreed  with  mine ; and  told  me 
it  had  been  with  him  in  the  meeting  we  had 
juft  fat  in  more  feelingly  than  at  almoft  any 
other  time.  So  we  concluded  to  keep  our 
profpefts  very  much  in  our  own  bofoms  ; and 
after  a few  days  we  had  a few  words  more 
together,  when  I found  he  had  felt  but  little 
of  it  fince  we  converfed  about  it;  but  before 
our  yearly  meeting  ended,  I had  fome  frelh 
•revivals  of  it  again. 

About  this  time  I had  fome  trying  exer- 
cifes  in  the  courfe  of  my  practice  of  phylick; 
but  I found  patience  was  good  in  thefe  cafes, 
and  that  divine  wifdonr  was  profitable  to  di- 
rect therein.  I think  I may  alfo  mention, 
that,  after  all  my  paft  experience  of  heavenly 
good  and  divine  favour,  I had  to  encounter 

fome 
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fome  of  the  mod  trying  and  potently  prefling 
temptations  of  my  foul’s  enemy  that  ever  I 
endured ; even  fo  that  I often  for  months  al- 
moft  defpaired  of  overcoming.  Let  him  that 
thinketh  he  ftandeth,  be  not  high-minded  ; 
but  fear.  Let  none  think  themfelves  fafe  off 
the  watch,  becaufe  of  any  degree  of  attain- 
ment and  favour.  The  watch-tower  remains 
to  be  our  place  of  fafety  ; neither  let  any  ho- 
nelt  mind  be  too  much  difheartened  at  the 
affaults  of  Satan. — There  is  a power  above 
him,  and  he  that  cleaves  clofe  to  it  fhall  know 
a victory  over  all  the  powers  of  darknefs,  and 
therein  witnefs  that  there  is  no  enchantment 
againft  the  rightly  wreftling  Jacob,  nor  divin- 
ation againfc  God’s  faithful  dependent,  per- 
fevering  Ifrael. — This  I think  my  foul  has  a 
right  to  fet  its  feal  to,  as  I have  ever  come  off 
victorious,  when  I have  not  turned  my  back 
upon  the  light,  our  divine  Leader.  Sing,  O 
ye  heavens ! and  O ye  pilgrims  on  the  earth 
rejoice,  and  triumph  ! for  ftrong  and  invinci- 
ble is  the  God  of  our  falvation  ; and  abun- 
dantly fufficient  for  our  help  is  the  grace  af- 
forded us  ! — -let  all  but  keep  to  it,  and  then 
fafe  is  their  lleppings,  and  fure  their  preferv- 
ation — for,  however  fevere  their  trials,  the 
Lord  will  be  near  them  ; and  indeed  in  the 
midft  of  temptation  he  will  often  lift  up  a 
ftandard  that  fhall  vanquiih  all  the  influence 
of  every  evil  fpirit,  and  fet  the  foul  on  the 
. everiafting  foundations,  that  cannot  be  fha- 
ken. — O,  how  often  did  the  unflumbering 
Shepherd  of  Ifrael,  the  great  Bifliop  of  fouls, 
N arife 
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arife  for  my  deliverance,  when  I feemed  to 
myfelf  juft  ready  to  fall  a vi&im  to  the  grand 
adverfary  ! how  did  he,  not  only  give  power 
of  refiftance  ; but  fill  my  foul  with  the  over- 
flowing of  his  love,  beyond  all  expreffion  ! 
worthy  for  ever  to  be  waited  for,  worlhipped 
and  obeyed,  is  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael ; 
the  mighty  Friend  of  the  faithful ! 

My  profpeds  of  a vifit  to  Pennfylvania,  &c, 
continuing,  and  the  time  to  proceed  therein 
appearing  to  me  to  be  fome  time  preceding 
the  yearly  meeting  at  Philadelphia  1786,  I 
endeavoured  to  be  given  up  to  it ; but  the 
thoughts  of  parting  with  my  dear  wife,  and 
tender  little  children,  wrought  fo  upon  me 
that  l feemed  to  hold  back  again,  after  giving 
up  feveral  times,  until  in  the  winter  preced- 
ing faid  yearly  meeting,  I was  vifited  w$th 
fevere  (icknefs  for  a month,  infomuch  that 
many  thought  I fliould  not  recover.  In  the 
time  of  this  iilnefs  I intelligibly  heard  in  the 
fecret  of  my  foul,  in  filence  and  ftillnefs,  this 
awful  language,  £ fet  thine  houfe  in  order, 

* for  thou  {halt  die  and  not  live.’*  This, 
though  plain  and  alarming,  did  not  at  all 
flrike  my  mind  with  a belief  that  I was  foon 
to  leave  the  body  ; but  two  things  feemed 
fpecially  to  be  fet  before  me  : 1 ft.  Though  I 
had  a written  will  by  me,  very  nearly  agree- 
able to  my  mind,  yet  as  it  was  not  quite  fo,  : 
one  fenfe  of  the  w'ord,  ‘ fet  thine  houfe  in 

* order,’  was  to  me  as  much  as  ‘ make  thy  J 

‘ will  }’ 
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‘ will whereupon  I fent  for  a Friend,  who, 
by  my  defire,  and  according  to  my  dire&ion, 
wrote  another  for  me,  which  was  foon  figned 
and  witneffed  to  my  fatisfa&ion.  2d,  I was 
fully  fatisfied  that  it  was  the  Lord’s  will  that 
I fhould  be  given  up  to  the  vifit  mentioned 
above,  and  that  I fhould  fet  my  houfe  in  Juch 
order  as  to  leave  my  family  and  affairs.  Up- 
on this  I gave  up  fully  to  the  heavenly  vifion, 
and  never  afterwards  turned  my  back  upon  it, 
nor  dared  to  depart  from  my  covenant,  ‘ that 
‘ if  he  would  be  my  God,  be  with  me,  and 

* preferve  me  and  mine,  I -would  be  his  fer- 

* vant  and  follow  him  whitherfoever  he  pleaf- 

* ed  to  lead  me.’  However,  though  I durft 
not  refufe  to  go  on  his  errand,  I often  had 
low  times,  wherein  I almoft  loft  fight  of  the 
once  clear  profpect ; yet  it  would  again  and 
again  revive  in  fuch  a manner  as  convinced 
me  that  my  peace  was  in  it,  and  even  that 
my  livelihood,  fpi ritually,  as  much  confift-ed 
in  faithfully  labouring  for  daily  bread,  and 
that  in  the  way  of  truth’s  requirings,  as  my 
outward  living  or  fupport  depended  on  an 
honeft  induftry.  For  if  we  will  not  improve 
our  ftrength  and  abilities  to  this  purpofe,  then 

* the  fluggard,  that  will  not  plow,  fhall  beg 
‘ in  harveft  and  have  nothing  ;’f  and  on  the 
other  hand,  though  we  labour  ever  fo  ear- 
neftly,  if  the  Lord  withholds  his  blefling, 
how  fruitlefs  are  all  our  labours  ! — fo  in  fpi- 
rituals — ‘ the  man  is  not  without  the  woman, 

* nor  the  woman  without  the  man  in  the 

N 2 ‘ Lord  j’ 
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* Lord  i.  e.  Chrift  is  not  without  the 
church,  nor  the  church  without  him  in  the 
work  of  religion  ; nor  indeed  is  any  indivi- 
dual foul  without  him,  nor  he  without  that 
individual,  in  the  work  of  falvation  ; but  he 
worketh  in  the  foul,  and  through  him  the 
foul  worketh  out  its  own  falvation.  Here  is 
a blelfed  co-operation  ; and  the  very  reafon 
why  the  creature  can  and  does,  in  a fenfe, 
work  out  bis  own  falvation , is  becaufe  God 
worketh  in  him , begetting  the  will,  and  giving 
ability  to  do  the  deed  ; but  if  after  all,  he  will 
not , it  will  fare  with  him  as  with  Jerufalem, 
who  might  often  have  been  gathered,  but 
they  would  not ; wherefore  their  houfe  was 
left  unto  them  defolate,  and  the  things  that 
belonged  to  their  peace  hid  from  their  eyes. 

Now,  after  palling  through  various  excr- 
cifes,  and  finally  witneffing  a full  fubmiffion 
to  the  divine  will,  in  regard  to  giving  up  all 
to  follow  him,  in  this  religious  vifit,  and  ob- 
taining the  approbation  of  our  monthly  and 
quarterly  meetings,  I took  leave  of  my  dear 
wife,  and  tender  little  children,  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord,  and  in  fulnefs  of  endeared  na- 
tural affection,  on  the  21ft  of  the  7th  month  1 
1786,  and  rode  to  Providence,  thence  next  ; 
day  to  South-Kingfton  ; next  day,  being  iR 
of  the  week,  I met  my  beloved  friend  Jofeph 
Mitchell,  and,  after  meeting,  we  rode  on  to  , 
Stoningtown  in  the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  and 
next  day  to  New*London, — and  thence  by  i 

water  : 
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water  to  Southold  on  Long-Ifland,  next  day 
rode  about  fifty  miles,  and  towards  noon  the 
day  following,  got  to  Bethpage,  and,  on  the 
morrow,  attended  a meeting  appointed  for  us 
there.  Jofeph  had  good  fervice — I was  Ihut 
up  as  to  words,  but  had  clear  openings.  It 
is  fometimes  wifely  ordered,  that  precious 
and  divine  openings  are  treafured  up  in  the 
Lord’s  treafury  ; but  how  dangerous  would 
it  be  to  fquander  them  away,  and  lavilh  them 
out  among  people,  only  becaufe  we  are  fa- 
voured with  the  openings,  however  clear  and 
even  inftru&ive,  without  the  word  of  com- 
mand, and  the  divine  neceffity,  to  deliver 
them  to  the  people. 

Next  day  we  got  to  Weftbury  quarterly 
meeting  ; on  6th-day  Jofeph  faid  a little  to 
good  purpofe  among  them  in  the  meeting  for 
difcipline,  and  a few  words  at  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  feleft  meeting  ; but  I was  fiient 
through  all  the  meetings.  7th-day  we  had  a 
meeting  at  Oyfier-Bay,  and  another  at  Mati- 
nicock  in  the  afternoon — the  ift  was  heavy, 
but  Matinicock  was  more  favourable,  and  I 
believe  we  both  had  fome  favourable  fervice 
there,  to  the  lukewarm  and  carelefs,  and  in 
the  way  of  encouragement  to  a few  fincere- 
hearted  worlhippers. 

Firft-day  we  were  at  Weftbury,  to  good 
fatisfa&ion  ; called  many  to  a deeper  exer- 
cife,  and  feelingly  invited  the  youth  to  a life 
of  religion,  snd-day  we  had  a meeting  at 
N 3 Cow- 
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Cow-Neck,  a pretty  favoured  time,  though 
we  both  had  to  fearch  Jerufalem,  as  it  were, 
with  candles,  and  to  drop  things  very  clofe 
and  urgent ; yet  we  all'o  had  the  comfortable 
language  of  invitation  and  encouragement  to 
the  dear  youth,  fome  of  whom  feemed  ten- 
derly affected.  Before  this  meeting  we  had 
a family  opportunity  in  the  morning  at  a 
Friend’s  houfe,  and  had  to  labour  againft  a 
fpirit  of  grandeur,  and  high-mindcdnefs,  and 
felt  great  peace  in  the  faithful  difcharge  of 
our  duty,  and  efpecially  in  a fpring  of  living 
encouragement  to  a Ready  perfeverance  in 
true  humility  and  meeknefs,  which  flowed 
frefh  and  lively  to  a few  prefent,  who  we  felt 
to  be  already  in  a good  degree  enamoured 
with  a profpeft  thereof.  3d-day  we  had  a 
meeting  at  the  widow  Mott’s,  an  elderly 
Friend.  5th-day,  being  the  3d  of  the  8th 
month,  we  attended  Flufliing  monthly  meet- 
ing ; a mournful  time  it  was  to  me,  though 
Jofeph  had  to  found  a little  alarm  among 
them.  We  went  the  next  day  to  Newtown, 
where  a meeting  was  appointed  for  us.  Few 
Friends  live  here. — I thought,  as  I was  fpeak- 
ing,  according  to  clear  openings,  the  matter 
was  roo  deep  for  mod:  prefent  ; and  there- 
fore as  if  I,  poor  weak  worm,  could  fleer  my 
own  courfe  better  than  the  great  Pilot,  or 
better  fait  my  fubjeft  to  the  dates  of  the  peo- 
ple, I flepped  afide  from  the  opening,  and 
with  a view  to  condelcend  to  the  people’s 
conditions,  (truck  upon  more  familiar  and 
mere  common  matters,  in  illuflrating  truth’s 
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gradual  teachings  ; but  alas  ! I found  f it  is 
truly  not  in  man  that  walketh  to  dir  eft  his  own 
Jieps  in  this  great  work,  for  inftead  of  in- 
ftru&ing  the  people  in  it,  I foon  dried  up  the 
fpring  of  life  I felt  before  ; and  I fat  down 
in  a degree  of  fhame  and  confufion,  being 
taught  thereby  to  trujl  in  the  Lord  with  all 
my  heart , and  lean  not  to  my  own  underftand- 
ing. 

After  this  went  to  New-York,  it  being  fe- 
venth-day,  and  Friends  holding  two  meetings 
there  of  courfe  on  firft-day,  (laid  until  then, 
at  both  which  Jofeph  had  pretty  good  fervice, 
but  I was  entirely  {hut  up  in  {ilence.  Third- 
day  8th,  had  a meeting  at  Rahway — my  dear 
companion  was  favoured  in  a clofe  fearching 
teflimony  to  fome,  and  comfortable  encou- 
ragement to  others.  A wide  field  of  doctrine 
was  opened  before  me,  wherein,  for  fome 
time,  I expected  it  would  be  my  lat  to  labour; 
but  as  I waited,  not  willing  to  proceed  in 
the  opening  however  dear,  without  the  word 
of  command,  it  clofed  again ; fo  I was  blent, 
fave  that  I juft  informed  the  meeting  how  it 
had  been  with  me.  4th-day  9th,  we  attend- 
ed Friends  preparative  meeting  at  Plainfield; 
my  mouth  was  opened  in  an  alarming  tefti- 
mony  among  them  in  the  meeting  for  wor- 
fliip — and  Jofeph’s  in  folemn  fupplication, 
that  the  lafi  days  of  fuch  as  had  long  been 
gathering  ruft,  might,  by  the  fire  and  the 
hammer,  be  their  beft  days,  6th-day  nth, 
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had  an  exercifing  meeting  at  Shrewfbury. 
7th*day  12th,  we  had  a meeting  at  Squan- 
cum. 

Fird-day  13th.  We  were  at  Squan  meet- 
ing ; it  was  a very  dripping  time  to  me. — 
3d-day  15th,  had  a very  laborious  meeting  at 
Barnagat,  though  a few  exercifed  Friends 
belong  there. — qth-day  16th,  another  fuch  at 
Little  Egg-Harbour — here  we  faw  our  an- 
cient worthy  friend  Ann  Guant,  who  had 
twice  vifited  New-England  in  the  work  of  the 
minidry — fhe  feemed  lively  in  old  age,  and 
her  company  was  pleafant.  5th-day  17th, 
we  attended  their  mid-week  meeting  at  Great 
Egg-Harbour,  where  Jofeph  had  good  fer- 
vice.  6th-day  1 8th,  had  a meeting  at  the 
other  meeting-houfe  in  Great  Egg-Harbour 
— here  it  was  my  lot  to  have  a good  open 
time  both  in  tedimony  and  fupplication. 
7th-day  19th,  had  another  open  meeting  at 
Cape-May  in  the  morning  to  pretty  good  fa- 
tisfaction.  Hence  we  rode  to  Mark  Reeve’s 
in  Cohanfey.  We  found  him  recovering  from 
great  bodily  illnefs,  and  in  a fweet  difpofition 
of  mind.  He  was  one  of  the  fird  travellers 
whofe  minidry  was  powerfully  reaching  to 
my  mind,  when  he  was  in  our  parts  many 
years  pad  on  a religious  vifit  with  Stephen 
Comfort.  It  was  very  comfortable  to  be  a 
little  in  company  and  fweet  converfation  with 
the  only  one  of  the  two  now  living. 

Fird-day  20th.  We  attended  their  meet- 
ing 
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ing  held  at  Greenwich.  2nd-day  21ft,  we 
had  a meeting  at  Alloways-Creek.  The  Hate 
of  fuch  as  thought  themfelves  rich  and  in- 
creafed  in  goods,  &c.  and  yet  had  too  much 
neglected  to  buy  e gold  tried  in  the  fire,’  that 
they  might  be  rich,  and  4 white  raiment/ 
that  they  might  be  clothed,  fprang  frefh  in 
my  mind  ; yet  I beiieve  there  is  a remnant 
among  them  who  are  in  a good  degree  alive 
in  the  truth — may  thefe  be  ftrcngthened, 
and  their  number  increafed. — This  meeting, 
though  very  painful  and  dull  in  the  fore  part, 
was  comfortably  refrefning  in  the  conclufion. 
3d-day  22d,  we  had  a blefled,  heavenly 
meeting  at  Salem,  though  my  dear  com- 
panion was  quite  {nut  up  ; but  my  mind  wasf 
much  opened  and  enlarged  ; and  much  I had 
to  do  among  them  in  the  flowings  of  divine 
favour. — Blefled  be  the  great  helper.  4th- 
day  23d,  we  had  another  favoured  meeting 
at  Piles-Grove, — at  leaft  my  own  way  feemed 
very  open,  and  my  mind  favoured  in  a com- 
fortable degree,  after  fome  time  of  exercife 
in  filence  ; but  Jofeph  was  ftill  fhut  up.  5th- 
day  24th,  had  a good  open  meeting  at  Upper- 
Greenwich,  where  truth  favoured  with  matter 
and  utterance,  to  pretty  good  fatisfa&ion. 
6th-day  25th,  we  had  another  pretty  good 
meeting  at  Woodbury,  though  I did  not  feel 
quite  fo  well  fatisfied  with  my  own  teftimony 
as  at  fome  other  times ; yet  I had  a degree  of 
peace.  7th-day  26th,  we  attended  the  felect 
quarterly  meeting  at  Burlington.  Firft-day 
27th,  attended  the  fore  and  afternoon  meet- 
ing 


ing  for  worfliip,  fuffering  great  inward  want 
and  d i ft r c Is  : but  through  a degree  of  pa- 
tience, was  enabled  to  endure  it.  Jofeph 
feeined  comfortable,  had  a little  to  do  in  the 
meeting,  and  could  converfe  pleafantly  with 
his  friends  after  it ; while  I was  fo  fhut  up 
that,  though  fome  of  them  felt  near  to  me,  I 
could  fcarce  ufe  any  freedom  with  any  of 
them  ; indeed  I feared  they  would  think  my 
referve  was  affefted  ; but  truly  it  was  not ; 

I tried  divers  times  to  ufe  a little  pleafant 
freedom  ; but  the  more  I tried,  the  more  re- 
ferved  and  fhut  up  I felt,  and  even  feemed  to 
myfelf  to  a£t  like  a fool  when  I attempted  to 
ufe  freedom  ; therefore  I gave  up  to  be  as  I 
could  be,  and  to  endure  this  {hutting  up  with 
all  the  patience  I poffi bly  could,  as  from  the 
hand  of  God,  for  what  purpofe  I knew  not. 

Second-day  28th.  Attended  the  quarterly 
meeting,  going  into  it  under  great  weaknefs 
and  want ; but  foon  after  fitting  down,  the 
power  of  the  word  of  life  arofe,  in  frcfhncfs 
and  dominion,  with  an  opening  clear  and 
living  ; wherein  I felt  a neceflity  to  ftand  up 
and  proclaim  the  word  of  the  Lord  among 
them.  But  it  being  a very  large  meeting,  and 
feveral  great  and  eminent  piiniflers  of  the  » 
gofpel  prefent,  it  was  no  frnall  crofs  to  me  to 
appear  among  them  ; however  I was  pretty 
foon  made  willing  to  yield  to  the  prefling 
motions  of  truth,  and  therein  {landing  up, 
was  favoured  to  fpeak  clofely  to  the  {fates  of 
fuck  as  had  not  been  faithful  to  divine  mani- 
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feftations,  and  even  fome  who  had  known 
their  heads  to  be  crowned  as  it  were  with 
crowns  of  gold,  and  yet  had  fo  fallen  fhort, 
that,  if  they  did  not  arife  and  trim  their  lamps, 
I believed  the  kingdom  would  be  rent  from 
them,  their  crowns  taken  from  their  heads, 
and  given  to  others  that  were  better  than 
they ; but  I had  alfo  a comfortable  profpect 
of  many  truly  tender  religious  minds  prefent, 
and  hopeful  young  people  a valuable  num- 
ber ; and  it  opened  in  me  to  fay,  I believed 
the  children  were  already  born  who  would 
live  to  fee  a better  day,  and  enjoy  the  over- 
fpreading  canopy  of  divine  love  in  a more 
eminent  degree,  through  faithfulnefs,  than 
what  many  now  do.  It  was  a precious  and 
heavenly  opportunity,  and  divers  living  tefti- 
monies  were  borne  by  brethren  prefent,  to 
the  rejoicing  of  many  hearts. 

Third-day  29th.  We  attended  the  youth’s 
meeting  at  this  place — a large,  comfortable, 
inftructive  meeting  it  was.  We  were  both 
filent ; but  truth’s  teftimony  was  livingly  de- 
clared by  two  or  three  gofpel  minifters  or  this 
iand,  or  of  Pennfylvania  : after  which  we  at- 
:ended  the  adjournment  of  the  felecf  meeting 
0 a good  degree  of  fatisfadiion.  4th-day 
30th,  were  at  the  feledt  quarterly  meeting  at 
he  Falls,  for  Bucks  County  in  Pennfylvania, 
vhere  we  had  fome  clofe  hints  to  drop  ; but 
lope  there  is  a living  remnant  among  them. 
;th-day  3 1 ft,  attended  their  quarterly  rneet- 
ng,  where  my  mind  was  favoured  in  tefti- 
mony 
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ruony  to  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  as 
effectually  witneffed  in  and  by  many  in 
our  and  our  fore-fathers  days  ; and  which, 
as  I believe,  will  yet  more  abundantly  be 
witneffed  among  the  nations ; for  I do  believe 
the  Lord  is  arifing  to  (hake  terribly  the  earth, 
and  that  multitudes  will  be  brought  to  the 
inward  knowledge  of  this  glorious  truth, 
‘ Chrift  in  you,  the  hope  of  glory.,#  Jofeph 
was  filent  in  the  meeting  for  publick  worfhip  j 
but  our  dear  friend  John  Lloyd  bore  a living 
teftimony  among  us,  and  a good  time  it  was. 


Sixth-day,  9th  month  iff.  Attended  the 
youth’s  meeting  here — a pretty  favoured  time 
on  the  whole — Jofeph  had  good  fervice  in 
lively  teftimony  among  them.  I was  quite 
calm  and  eafy,  without  a word  in  that  way.  j 
After  this  we  attended  the  adjournment  of 
the  felect  meeting  to  pretty  good  fatisfadtion. 
7th-day,  ad  of  the  month,  we  had  a meeting 
at  Makefield,  where,  after  deep  exercife, 
truth  rofe  at  length  into  great  dominion,  and 
divers  living  telti  monies  were  borne  to  the 
great  tendering  of  many  minds,  efpecially  : 
among  the  youth, — many  of  whom  were  pre-  ' 
fent,  and  preffmgly  and  powerfully  perfuadedj 
to  choofe  the  Lord  for  their  portion.  Indeed  : 
it  was  a precious  time  to  them,  and  a large  i 
number  of  them  were  very  much  reached  ' 
and  broken — may  they  live  under  a fenfe  of': 
it. — Backfliders  were  alfo  prellingly  warned, 
and  truth  was  over  all — bleffed  be  the  pow-  > 
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erful  helper  of  the  truly  dependant,  for  he  is 
their  only  hope,  and  their  rock  of  defence  in. 
all  their  exercifes  ; and  they  learn  and  know, 
from  multiplied  experience,  that  without  him 
they  can  do  nothing  in  a religious  line,  that 
will  either  pleafe  him  or  profit  the  people 
or  their  own  fouls.  But  O,  the  wonderful 
and  inexpreffi’ble  light,  life,  power  and  do- 
minion, wherein  he  arifes  at  times  for  the 
help,  comfort  and  encouragement  of  his  faith- 
ful fervants  ! Words  fall  fhort  in  expreflion 
thereof,  and  language  cannot  reach  it!  there- 
fore bow,  O my  foul,  in  filent,  humble  pro- 
ftration  and  reverential  gratitude  and  awe  be- 
fore him  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  that 
reigneth ; blefs  him,  praife  him,  and  adore 
him  for  ever ; for  he  is  worthy  to  be  fought 
unto,  trufted  in,  worfhipped  and  obeyed,  and 
that  by  the  whole  houfe  of  Ifrael,  can  my 
foul,  in  feeling  thankfulnefs  and  awful  fenfi- 
i bility,  at  this  time  teftify  and  declare  ! Amen. 

Firft-day  3d.  At  a meeting  at  Plumflead 
we  buffered  long ; but  at  length  we  felt  re- 
lieved, the  unfaithful  were  admonifhed,  the 
youth  invited,  and  the  heavy-hearted  encou- 
raged : it  was  a heavenly  time  ; light  and  life 
was  felt  triumphing  over  death  and  darknefs ! 
—what  (hall  we  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all 
his  benefits?  Let  us  lie  low  before  him,  feel 
|iOur  dependancy  upon  him,  and  never  pre- 
fume  to  move  in  his  great  work  without 
his  afliftance. 
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Second-day  4th,  I went  with  my  compa- 
nion to  the  monthly  meeting  at  Buckingham, 
but  he  being  much  unwell  with  a fever,  which 
had  been  preceded  with  an  aguifh  paroxylm. 
left  the  meeting  foon  after  our  fitting  down  : 
my  mind  was  ihut  up,  and  that  too,  undei 
great  exercife  ; but  after  long  waiting,  I had 
lome  pretty  bright  openings,  wherein  1 found 
ftrength  to  hand  up,  and  was  richly  favoured 
with  Truth’s  help,  and  I hope  to  fome  rea’ 
ufefulnefs  to  the  Friends  and  people  prefent, 
In  the  meeting  for  buunefs  I found  much  to  1 
do  among  them  ; though  I was  very  fenfibk 
of  a living  concerned  remnant  there. 

Third-day  5th  of  gth  mo.  I left  my  dearij 
companion  at  our  friend  Thomas  Smith’s,! 
unable  to  ride  much,  and  went  to  the  month-] 
ly  meeting  at  Wrights-town,  where  Truth,] 
after  a time  of  humble  waiting,  rofe  into! 
good  authority,  wherein  I rejoiced  to  feel  the  I 
great  Maffer  ftill  owning  us  to  be  his  people,  t 
and  favouring  us  with  his  heart-cheering  pre- 1 
fence. — I was  confiderably  drawn  out  in  tefli- . 
mony,  and  ardent  fupplic.ation  among  them  at 
this  meeting  ; and  in  the  meeting  for  church 
difcipline,  had  to  labour  a little  to  promote 
plainnefs,  and  good  order  in  fome  other  ref- 
peCts,  and  had  peace  in  my  labours. 

Fourth-day  6th.  Without  my  companion, 
he  being  ftill  unwell,  I attended  the  Falls 
monthly  meeting,  to  pretty  good  fatisfadion, 
though  I had  clofe  fearching  labour  with 
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them,  and  in  the  meeting  for  bufinefs  alfo. 
qth-day  7th,  I attended  Middletown  monthly 
meeting  to  pretty  good  fatisfa&ion.  6th-day 
; 8th,  went  back  to  fee  my  dear  companion, 
i found  him  better,  and  was  rejoiced  to  fee 
him.  7th-day  9th,  I had  a meeting  at  Brif- 
tol,  was  {hut  up  in  filence,  except  juft  to  tell 
them  of  their  want  of  inward  gathering. 

Firft-day  10th,  I went, ‘accompanied  by 
my  dear  friend  James  Moon  and  James  Simp- 
Ton,  to  Trenton,  in  Weft-Jerfey,  where  a 
pretty  large  number  of  people,  not  of  our 
fociety,  attended  the  meeting  ; they  fat  very 
attentive  and  quiet,  and  I was  largely  opened 
among  them  in  the  doctrines  of  truth.  The 
people  feemed  fomewhat  reached  : I truft  it 
was  a good  meeting  to  many  ; however,  I did 
not  feel  truth  to  reign  in  dominion  over  all, 
as  at  fome  other  times;  therefore,  finding 
1 the  truth  of  the  feripture  affertion,  ‘ ye  have 

* need  of  patience,  that,  after  ye  have  done 

* the  will  of  God,  ye  might  receive  the  pro- 

* mife.’f 

•2d-day  nth,  I had  a pretty  good  meeting 
at  a place  called  Stonybrook  ; and  though  it 
j was  long  filent,  yet  at  length  through  deep 
1 exerciie,  truth  rofe  and  brought  comfort  to 
: fome  of  our  minds. 

Third-day  nth,  Had  a little  meeting  at 
Upper-Freehold,  called  Robins’s  meeting. 
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Our  labour  was  hard  in  filence,  but  in  the 
conciufion  a little  life  fpread  over  us,  and 
a number  were  pretty  much  reached,  and 
broken  into  tendernels  and  contrition. 

Fourth-day  13th,  Had  a very  heavenly 
meeting  at  a fchool-houfe,  Upper-Freehold, 
which  was  a great  comfort  to  my  mind,  and 
.1  truft  to  many  more  ; for  truth  was  overall, 
praifed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  ! — In  the 
afternoon  we  had  another  meeting  at  a place 
called  Arney’s-town,  in  which  we  fat  long  in 
filence  ; but  near  the  clofe  I flood  up  and 
expreffed  a few  words,  pointing  the  people  to 
Chrift  in  fpirit,  after  which  my  friend  James 
Simpfon  had  confiderable  to  fay,  and  I truft 
the  meeting  ended  well. 

Fifth-day  14th.  We  had  a meeting  at 
Chefterfield,  called  alfo  Crofl'wicks — 1 fat  long 
in  filence — many  prefentations  attended  my 
mind,  but  as  I waited  for  the  word  of  life,  I 
faw  there  were  many  fubje&s  on  which  a man 
might  either  mufe  or  fpeak, — divers  fields  of 
doctrine, — a large  fcope  for  choice — but, 
alas ! we  cannot  choofe  aright  for  ourfelves, 
any  more  than  we  know  what  to  pray  for 
without  affiftance.  So  1 was  made  willing  to 
reje£t  all  thefe  falfe  openings,  however  beau- 
tiful ; and,  finking  down  into  the  filence  of 
all  flefii,  it  was  frelhly  brought  to  mind,  ever 
remember,  when  thou  approached  before  thy 
God  in  order  to  worlhip  him,  that  of  .thyfelf 
thou  canft  do  nothing  ; that  thy  bufihefs  is 
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to  wait  in  true  filence,  breathing  to  him  fof 
help  and  inftrudlion,  not  prefuming  to  ftir 
1 him  up,  or  awake  him  before  he  pleafe,  nor 
to  form  unto  thyfelf  a graven  image,  or  warm 
thyfelf  by  the  fparks  of  thy  own  kindling, 
left  thou  lie  down  in  forrow.  If  thou  feeleft 
1 thy  mind  ever  fo  empty  and  barren,  keep  in 
1 true  refignation,  keep  the  word  of  his  pa- 
tience, and  he  will  keep  thee  in  the  hour  of 
temptation.  Watch  and  pray  continually, 
and  truft  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine  heart,  and 
'lean  not  to  thine  own  underftanding.  After 
fitting  fome  time  under  the  frelh  revival  of 
thefe  things  in  the  meeting  this  day,  I flood 
np  and  declared  how  it  had  been  with  me  in 
this  meeting. — -This  afternoon  we  had  a very 
painful  meeting  at  Bordentown,  in  which  we 
laboured  and  had  peace. 


Sixth-day  15th,  Had  a meeting  at  Mans- 
neld-Neck.  Here  the  feed  was  under  fuffer- 
ings ; too  many  prefent  fat  idle,  and  lived  too 
carelefs  and  unconcerned  lives ; and,  after  a 
fcafon  of  fulfering  in  filence,  truth  triumphed 
over  all,  and  God  gave  us  the  dominion,  the 
vi&ory  and  rejoicing ; — a heavenly  time  it 
was  indeed  ; the  faithful  were  comforted  and 
encouraged  ; the  lukewarm  warned,  and  cal- 
led to  awake  and  arife  from  their  beds  of 
eafe,  that  Chrift:  might  give  them  light ; and 
the  dear  youth  movingly  perfuaded  to  forfake 
all,  and  come  and  follow  Jefus  •,  come  tafte 
and  fee  that  the  Lord  is  good.  Many  minds 
were  much  reached,  tendered  and  encourag- 
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cd — O,  my  foul,  remember  and  adore  hin 
for  all  his  favours,  and  for  every  fuch  water 
ing  and  dew-defcending  feafon. 

Seventh-day  1 6th.  An  exercifing  meeting 
at  Mansfield. — lft-day  17th,  I attended  tht 
meeting  at  Upper-Springficld,  which,  though 
through  fome  exercife  in  the  beginning,  was 
a good  comfortable  meeting,  truth  reigning 
over  all.  In  the  afternoon  I had  a filen 
meeting  at  a place  called  the  Mount,  it  was 
pretty  large  and  l'carce  any  exercife  appeared 
to  rell  on  the  minds  of  the  people. — zd-day 
1 8th,  I had  a painful,  yet,  in  the  end,  a com- 
fortable meeting  at  Qld-Springfield,  where 
met  me  my  dear  friend  John  Simpfon,  to  join 
me  a iittle  in  the  weighty  fervice  before  me, 
in  the  abfence  of  my  much  beloved  compa- 
nion, who,  he  informed  me,  was  very  ill ; 
and  James,  the  brother  of  John,  having  left 
me,  it  was  truly  acceptable  to  be  joined  by 
fo  united  a brother.  In  the  afternoon  we  had 
a meeting  at  Burlington.  I was  Ihut  up  in 
filence,  which  is  the  third  filent  meeting  I 
have  attended  with  Friends  of  that  place,  but 
dear  John  had  good  fervice,  of  which  I was 
glad. 

Third-day  19th.  We  were  favoured  with 
a bltfled,  yea,  an  exceeding  heavenly  and 
watering  opportunity  at  the  houfe  and  in  the 
family  of  my  dear  friend  John  Hofkins, 
among  his  children.  Advice  and  fupplica- 
tion  flowed  freely  and  powerfully  to  our 
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great  confolation  together.  After  this  we 
went  to  Mount-Holly,  and  attended  a meet- 
ing that  had  been  appointed  there  for  me : 
it  was  indeed  a mod  melting,  favoured  time  ; 
exhortation  and  prayer  were  both  eminently 
attended  with  life  and  divine  authority.  A 
more  evident  fulnefs  of  divine  fufficiency  in 
i folemn  Application  perhaps  I never  knew ; 
for  which  my  heart  was  and  is  awfully  bowed 
to  the  God  and  Father  of  all  our  mercies,  to 
whom  I bend  the  knee  reverently,  and  ac- 
knowledge him  as  my  only  helper,  and  all 
fufficient  fupport — however,  I had  to  fee  that 
things  were  much  out  of  order  at  this  place  ; 
and  was  divinely  enabled  to  point  out  and 
fpeak  to  feveral  conditions,  believing  fpirituai 
blindnefs  had  at  lead  in  part  overtaken  fome 
who  had  once  feen  clearer — fome  were  lame, 
fome  were  halting,  fome  I thought  were 
greatly  withered,  and  fome  I thought  refem- 
bled  the  dry  bones , concerning  which  it  was 
queried,  ‘ can  thefe  dry  bones  live.’ — To 
all  thefe  dates  I had  to  fpeak  a word  of  re- 
proof, of  lamentation — and  alfo  of  encourage- 
ment yet  to  hope  ; to  wait  for  and  feek  after 
drength,  and  therein  to  arife  and  prefs  for- 
ward : for  even  the  dry  bones  did  live : but 
above  all,  the  animating  word  of  perfuadon 
and  encouragement  flowed  powerfully  to  the 
tender  youth,  like  a river  of  living  vrater 
through  my  foul  to  them ! — blefled  be  the 
Lord  for  every  favour. 

After  meeting  we  made  a comfortable  vifit 
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to  our  dear  ancient  friend,  the  widow  of  that 
worthy,  felf-denying  valiant  of  the  Lord, 
John  Woolman,  and  to  their  daughter,  with 
her  hufband  and  children.  The  widow  was 
in  a meek,  humble,  loving  frame  of  mind  : 

I think  the  Lord  is  with  her,  and  believe  he 
will  be  with  her. 

Fourth-day  20th.  We  had  a meeting  at 
Vincent-Town,  and,  after  long  filence,  I had 
to  weep  a little  as  between  the  porch  and  the 
altar , and  called  thofe  met  with  us  to  do  the 
like — for  I feared  the  heritage  would  be  given 
to  reproach,  the  heathen  rule  over  them,  and 
fay  among  the  people,  where  is  their  God.  < 
John  joined  me  in  founding  an  alarm  ; and 
they  were  called  to  mourning,  and  to  teach  : 
their  children  lamentation!  After  meeting  I 
rode  back  to  Mount-Holly,  then  to  Burling-  . 
ton,  fo  crolTed  the  Delaware  to  Briftol,  and 
home  with  my  dear  ancient  friend  James 
Moon,  who  had  been  fo  kind  as  thus  far  to 
accompany  me. 

Next  day  the  2 ill  the  good  old  man  ac-  : 
companied  me  to  fee  my  companion,  whofe 
life  we  had  lately  been  informed  was  quite 
defpaired  of;  we  found  him  very  ill  indeed, 
but  yet  I had  a degree  of  hope.  6th-day  22d. 
Dear  Jofeph  is  yet  very  dangeroufly  fick, 
though  we  hope  a little  alteration  for  the 
better. — 7th-day  23d,  I left  him,  and  rode  to 
Philadelphia  to  the  feleft  yearly  meeting, 
which  was  very  large. 
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Firft-day  24th.  I attended  the  three  meet- 
jpgs. — The  firft  at  Pine-Street  mecting-houfe, 
where  the  Lord,  being  graciouily  with  me, 
opened  my  mouth  in  teftimony  and  folemn 
fupplication:  many  hearts  were  tendered,  and 
my  foul  rejoiced — the  Lord  have  all  the  glo- 
ry. Our  friend  James  Thornton  was  emi- 
nently favoured  in  a powerful  teftimony,  as* 
aifo  in  the  afternoon  at  the  Bank  meeting  ; 
and  our  dear  friend  Samuel  Emlen  had  a 
lively  time  in  a fhort  teftimony  after  James. 
In  the  evening  attended  Market-Street  meet- 
ing, where  our  worthy  friend  John  Storer, 
from  Old-England,  appeared  with  inftruftive 
clearnefs  and  fenfibility,  both  in  prayer  and 
teftimony. 

Second-day  25th,  and  qd-day  26th.  At- 
tended feveral  fittings  of  the  yearly  meeting 
for  bufinefs,  and  one  fitting  of  the  felect  meet- 
ing, to  pretty  good  fatisfa&ion. 

Fourth-day  27th.  Word  came  of  my  dear 
companion,  by  two  Phyftcians  who  had  been 
up  to  vifit  him  by  mine  and  my  friend’s  re- 
queft,  that  he  departed  this  life  about  an  hour 
paft  midnight  this  morning.  This  caufed  in- 
deed a clofe  exercife,  and  brought  me  to  an 
examination  whether  I had  done  right  in 
leaving  him;  but,  on  mature  confideration, 
l found  peace  in  having  fo  done  : and  divers 
valuable  friends  accompanying  me,  who  felt 
engaged  to  leave  the  yearly  meeting  on  the 
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occafion,  I went  up  to  Buckingham  in  orde 
to  attend  the  funeral. 

Fifth-day  28th.  We  attended  accordingly 
and  had,  after  the  interment  of  the  body,  ; 
large,  heavenly  meeting,  divers  living  tefli 
monies  being  borne  to  the  power  and  effica 
cy  of  truth,  and  fomething  by  one  or  two  0: 
his  acquaintance  refpefting  the  gravity,  cir 
cumfpedtion  and  ufefulnefs  of  our  dear  de 
ceafed  friend  in  his  day  and  generation.  J In 
trult  it  was  a time  that  will  not  be  foon  for- 
gotten by  divers  prefent,  whofe  hearts  were 
melted  and  tendered  together.  After  the 
meeting  we  returned  to  Philadelphia  in  orders 
to  attend  the  remaining  fittings  of  the  yearly  i 
meeting. 

29th  and  30th.  Attended  feveral  fittings 
of  the  yearly  meeting  for  bufmefs,  had  fome 
little  fervices  therein  to  a good  degree  of 
fatisfaclion  ; the  meetings  being  owned  and 
crowned  by  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  of  life 
and  glory. 

10th  month  iff,  and  ift  day  of  the  week. 
Attended  a fitting  of  the  feleft  yearly  meet- 
ing, and  the  three  meetings  for  worlhip — 
Pine-Street  in  the  morning — Market-Street 
afternoon — Bank  in  the  evening — in  all  which 
truth  was  in  good  dominion,  under  the  aflift- 
ing  influence  whereof  my  way  was  open  in 
golpel  labours  at  each  place,  I hope  to  the 
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roufing  of  fome,  and  {Lengthening  of  the 
hearts  of  others. 

2d  day  of  the  week,  and  2d  of  icth  month. 
The  laft  fitting  of  the  feled:  meeting  was  this 
day  divinely  owned,  as  were  divers  of  the 
preceding,  with  the  Lord’s  glory  filling  the 
inward  temple  of  the  fpiritual  houfe  in  fuch  a 
'manner  as  to  induce  a living  remnant  to  cry 
in  the  fecret  of  their  fouls,  ‘ blefied  is  he  that 
‘ cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  : Hofanna 
•l  in  the  higheft.’f  In  the  courfe  of  this  year- 
ly meeting  my  mind  was  often  bowed  in  a 
Jenfe  of  the  Lord’s  condefcending  kindnefs, 
not  only  in  favouring  me  with  firength  and 
ability,  but  alfo  in  opening  the  hearts  of 
many  deeply  experienced  minifters  and  el- 
ders to  receive  and  fympathize  with  me  in 
my  labours — for  which  the  holy  Name  be 
prail'ed,  and  let  all  ever  bow  before  him. 

Third- day  3d.  I began  to  defire  my  way 
might  open  to  leave  Philadelphia ; but  I 
found  no  way  out — fo  went  to  the  Bank 
week-day  meeting,  and  was  there  filent. — 
:4th-day,  attended  the  week-day  meeting  at 
Pine-Street;  had  a good  open  time  in  found- 
ing an  alarm  to  the  lukewarm,  and  felt  fweet 
inward  peace. — 5th-day,  was  at  Market-Street 
preparative  meeting  and  was  filent,  but  di- 
vers teftimonies  were  borne  in  Truth’s  au- 
thority.— 6th-day,  I attended  their  monthly 
jtneeting,  and  was  livingly  and  very  unexpect - 
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edly  opened  in  Truth’s  teftimony  again!!  the 
Jove,  fpirit  and  friend fhip  of  the  world,  and 
to  call  Friends  into  a labour  in  their  families, 
and  among  their  dear  offspring.  This  was 
extcnfively  an  alarming  day,  and  I hope  fome 
of  them  will  profitably  take  the  alarm. — My 
foul  had  great  peace — bleffed  be  the  holy 
helper. — 7th. day,  vifited  fome  families. — jft- 
day  8th,  rode  to  Frankfort  meeting,  and 
there  fuffered  deeply  in  fpirit,  but  got  fome 
relief  by  a clofe  fearching  teftimony  among 
them  ; yet  remained  uneafy,  and  returned  fo 
to  Philadelphia. — 2d-day  9th,  attended  the 
fele<ff  meeting  to  fome. good  degree  of  fatif- 
faclion. — 3d-day  10th,  I had  a meeting  at 
Frankfort  *,  was  filent  until  near  the  clofe, 
when  I told  them  I felt  fomething  prefent 
which  exceedingly  obftru&ed  the  arifing  of 
life  in  the  meeting.  In  the  afternoon  we 
had  a meeting  at  Fair  Hill — I was  filent 
there. — 4th-day  1 ith,  had  a meeting  at  Ger- 
mantown, in  which  my  lot  was  in  filence. — 
5th-day  12th,  attendee!  the  youth’s  general 
meeting  at  Biberry,  and  fuffered  ft  ill  in 
filence,  feeling  myfelf  as  a ftranger,  a pilgrim 
on  the  earth : and,  in  the  depth  of  my  dif- 
trefs,  I faid  in  my  heart.  Lord,  why  haft  thou 
thus  forfaken  me?  thou  knoweft  1 have  given 
up  all  that  is  near  and  dear  to  me  in  this 
world  to  follow  thee  and  thy  call  into  this 
land  ; my  dear  wife  and  tender  offspring  I 
have  left  behind  me,  and  come  forth  thus  far 
into  a land  I knew  not ; and  I can  appeal  to 
thee,  O my  God,  that  it  is  only  in  obedience 
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0 thy  will  and  requirings — Why  then  am  I 
:hus  left?  why  feci  I myfelf  fo  deftitute  and 
■orfaken  of  all  good  ? why  fee  I no  way  call 
.ip  to  walk  in  ? Thus,  or  to  this  purpofe,  I 
bemoaned  my  defolate  condition,  and  fpread 
ny  cafe  before  the  Lord  my  God  with  tears, 
3ut  all  in  a good  degree  of  refignation  ; and 
liter  a little  fpace,  being  fully  fatisfied  all 
,vou!d  work  for  good,  I was  made  willing  to 
>e  as  poor,  empty  and  blind,  as  the  Lord 
a'ould  have  me  to  be,  and  all  centred  in  this. 
Not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.’ 

Sixth-day  13th,  Was  at  a meeting  ap- 
lointed  by  two  Friends  from  New-York  go- 
vernment at  Abington,  my  own  way  being 
■ntirely  fhut  up,  fo  that  I durfl  not  prefume 
0 appoint  a meeting,  nor  yet  to  return  home, 
hough  I often  looked  towards  home,  but  it 
ooked  dark.  So  I fhould  have  quite  hopped, 
had  there  not  been  a meeting  for  tiiofe  two 
I'riends,  which  I thought  I might  fafely  at- 
end  ; but  ftill  filence  and  fuffering  was  my 
ot  ; and  yet  the  Lord  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
|0  preferve  my  foul  in  a good  degree  of  pa- 
ience  under  all. 

Seventh-day  14th.  I went  to  a meeting 
ppointed  for  the  aforefaid  Friends  at  Horfe- 
1am,  and  returned  with  my  friend  Jofluxa 
dorris  to  his  houfe  at  Abington. — ift-day 
5th,  was  at  Abington  meeting  again,  and 
dent  in  both,  feeling  great  emptinefs.  It  is 
,:he  Lord’s  hand,  let  him  do  as  he  pleafeth, 
P ‘ he 
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he  will  not  do  any  thing  for  my  harm. — 2d 
day  16th,  flopt  travelling,  and  waited  on  the 
Lord  tor  direction — towards  night  a little 
light  arofe,  and  I thought  I might  go  on  in 
the  morning,  if  the  way  fhould  continue  {till 
to  be  open. — 3d  day  17th,  I attended  their 
meeting  at  Gynnedd,  my  tongue  as  it  were 
cleaving  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth. — 4th  day 
j 8th,  I had  a filent  meeting  at  Plymouth. — 
5th  day  19th,  was  at  the  monthly  meeting 
at  Richland — (till  fliut  up  in  filer.ce. — 6th 
day  20th,  attended  a meeting  at  the  fame 
place  for  two  marriages,  ftill  in  filence  ; but 
I am  learning  contentment  and  to  endure  fa- 
mine, drought  and  hunger,  patiently. — Lord 
fpare  not  until  thy  will,  be  accomplifhed  in 
me,  and  all  that  is  in  me  bows  to  thy  feeptre, 
and  yields  fully  and  quietly  to  thy  difpofal ! 

Seventh-day  21ft.  Had  a meeting  at  Potts- 
Grpve,  wherein  Truth  rofe  into  dominion, 
and  my  faith  and  atfurance  of  the  all-fuffici- 
ency  of  Truth’s  openings  and  leadings  were 
greatly  increafed  ; tor  1 had  fit  through  ele- 
ven meetings  in  filence,  one  after  another, 
except  a very  few  words  juft  at  the  clofe  of 
the  firft  of  them.  Now  in  all  thefe  filent 
meetings  I could  never  once,  except  thofe  few 
words,  find  ability  or  opennefs  to  fay  a tin- 
gle word,  and  believe  my  filence  was  wholly 
ordered  of  God,  though  contrary  to  the  de- 
fires of  many,  and  even  part  of  the  time  very 
unpleafant  to  my  own  mind  ; but  it  pleafed 
my  great  Matter  to  keep  me  to  it,  until  I was 
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nade  to  yield  and  be  content  with  whatever 
ie  pleafed  to  allot  unto  me  in  my  pilgrimage, 
however  it  might  induce  the  ignorant  to  gaze 
upon  me  as  a fool  ; and  after  I had  thus  fur- 
rendered  up  all,  he  was  pleafed  to  open  my 
mouth  in  a very  comfortable  manner  to  my- 
felf,  and  1 believe  to  fome  others.  In  this 
meeting  I felt  the  power  of  the  word  of  life 
; almofl  as  foon  as  I fat  down  in  the  houfe,  but 
.the  opening  was  on  a very  unexpected  fub- 
jeCl,  a difpofition  driving  to  comprehend  the 
unfathomable  myderies  of  the  infc'rutablc 
God.  This  was  the  fubject  that  opened  in 
the  light  and  in  the  life,  and  as  I kept  to 
the  opening  I had  much  to  fay  on  this  and 
feveral  other  fubjeCls  with  condderable  in 
a u'ay  of  comfort  and  encouragement  to  a 
tried,  afflicted  date;  and  being  favoured  with 
the  fpirit  of  fupplication,  the  meeting  ended 
to  good  fatisfaCtion.  After  meeting  I was 
informed  that  fuch  an  inquifitive,  diving  dif- 
pofition after  hidden  myfleries  was  prefent  in 
that  meeting,  and  alfo  the  other  date  of  af- 
fliction and  probation — blefied  be  the  Lord 
for  all  his  fatherly  difpenfations,  however  dif- 
agreeable  to  my  own  inclinations. 

Fird-day  22d. — I attended  (dear  John  For- 
man being  with  me,  as  he  had  been  for  feve- 
ra!  days  pad)  the  meeting  of  Friends  at  Robin- 
fon  or  the  Forefl,  a blefied  time  it  was.— ad-day 
23d,  we  had  a meeting  at  Reading,  and  next 
day  at  Maiden  Creek,  both  I hope  profitable 
good  meetings. — qth-day  2,5th,  we  were  at 
P 2 the- 
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the  monthly  meeting  at  Exeter  ; Truth  rofe 
into  blelled  dominion,  and  reigned  over  ail 
in  the  meeting  for  publick  worfhip,  to  the 
reaching  and  tendering  many  hearts. — ^ til- 
day  26th,  we  had  a meeting  at  Nantmil,  to 
which  dear  Abel  Thomas  accompanied  us ; 
my  friend  John  Forman  had  good  fervice  $ 
I was  long  (hut  up,  but  at  length,  in  the  frefli 
openings  of  life,  I Hood  up  and  expreffed  a 
few  words,  after  which  dear  John  Forman 
appeared  again  in  a fhort,  lively  teflimony; 
and  my  fpirit  being  drawn  forth  in  Applica- 
tion to  the  Lord,  the  meeting  ended  under  a 
feeling  fenfe  of  the  favour  of  life. 

Sixth-day  27th. — We  had  a good,  open 
meeting  this  day  at  Pikeland — the  Lord’s 
prefence  was  our  crown. — yth-day  28th,  a 
filent  meeting  as  to  myfelf  at  Providence  j 
but  dear  John  Forman  had  pretty  good  fer- 
vice there. — ift-day  29th,  we  were  at  the 
Valley  meeting,  and  both  had  cenfiderable  to 
fay,  yet  found  i’carce  any  relief. — 2d-day 
30th,  I attended  Abington  monthly  meeting, 
and  was  favoured  in  the  meeting  for  publick 
worfhip  with  a clear  opening,  wherein  I had 
a fhort  telfimony  to  the  reaching  the  witnefs 
in  many  minds,  and  much  to  my  own  relief, 
after  an  exercifing  time  the  day  before — the 
whole  revives  the  cafe  of  thofe  who  toiled  all 
night  and  caught  nothing;  and  yet,  by  care- 
fully attending  to  the  Matter's  directions, 
they  loon  after  caught  a multitude  of  fifhes. 
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Third-day  gift.  Attended  Gynnedd  or 
North  Wales  monthly  meeting,  where,  after 
i fitting  a while  in  darknefs,  light  fprang  up 
and  brought  forth  a Ihort,  awakening  tefti- 
mony  in  clofe,  fearching  language,  very  much 
| to  the  relief  of  my  own  mind.  I alfo  had 
more  to  do  in  the  meeting  for  difcipline  than 
ufual  for  me  when  abroad,  as  I found  my 
, mind  engaged  and  the  way  opened  ; for  it  is 
1 my  fpecial  care  in  all  thefe  meetings  not  to 
| move  or  undertake  in  any  fervice  but  what  I 
I find  a real  engagement  to  in  the  openings  of 
life  ; and,  on  the  other  hand,  not  to  omit 
any  thing  which  is  thus  clearly  pointed  out, 
and  my  mind  thus  engaged  in. 

nth  month  iff,  and  4th  of  the  week. -—I 
went  to  the  monthly  meeting  at  Horfham, 
and,  after  viewing  the  camp  a while  in  filence, 
had  to  lift  up  my  voice  like  a trumpet  and 
I found  an  alarm  among  them,  wifhing  them 
1 to  feel  for  themfelves,  left  ere  they  were 
aware,  and  while  fitting  carelefsly  at  eafe,  the 
enemy  fhould  furround  them  and  lead  them 
■ captive  away. 

After  this  I fat  in  a low,  fullering  fta'te 
through  the  whole  tranfaflions  of  their  bufi- 
nefs ; but  juft  at  the  clofe  my  trumpet  was 
again  prepared  to  found  ; and  feeling  ftrength 
to  arife  out  of  great  weaknefs,  and  light  out 
of  obfcurity,  I fo  renewed  the  alarm  among 
them,  as  to  feel  quite  eafy  and  comfortable 
in  my  mind — bleffed  be  the  Lord  who  helped 
P .3  me  5 
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me ; for  I fenfibly  felt,  that,  had  not  his 
power  arofe  for  my  deliverance,  I mult  have 
funk  down  unJer  a load  of  diftrefs,  and  gone 
away  burthened  in  fpirit,  having  no  might 
nor  ability  to  throw  my  heavy  load  off 
myfelf.  Indeed  I grow  weaker  and  weaker, 
blinder  and  blinder,  in  myfelf  j but  herein  I 
truly  rejoice,  for  it  brings  into  the  clearnefs, 
into  deep  dependance  upon  God  alone, 
whereby  his  grace  is  felt  to  be  all-fufficient, 
and  an  unfhaken  evidence,  that  with  the 
divine  Arm  there  i3  no  lack. 

Many  deep  leflfons  of  inftruftion  are  open-  1 
ed  in  this  dependant  {late,  which  had  utterly 
cfcaped  the  penetration  of  the  wife  and  pru- 
dent. Therefore,  O Lord!  ever  keep  me  low  < 
enough  before  thee.  I have  fo  clearly  feen  i 
this  to  be  the  only  way  for  divine  enlarge-  ; 
ment  and  true  confoiation,  that  I defire  it,  I 
crave  it  of  thee  more  earneflly  than  corn,  i 
wine  or  oil. 

Oh,  what  numbers  mifs  of  the  beft  inftruc-  j 
tion  and  the  pureff  joy,  by  continuing,  even 
after  great  mortification,  alive  in  themfelves. 
in  their  religious  performances.  Thefe  can- 
not fully  fay,  ‘ I live,  yet  not  I,  but  Chriff 
‘ I i vet h in  me/*  Thefe  have  in  them  fome- 
thing  of  the  beafl:  which  received  the  wound 
by  the  fvvord  of  the  fpirit,  and  yet  did 
live — the  deadly  wound  being  healed  ; all 
thefe  are  in  imminent  danger : and  if  they 

are 
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are  not  aware,  they  will  retard  the  work  of 
the  Lord  in  themfelves  and  in  others,  through 
their  bufy  attempts  to  promote  it  : and  yet 
perhaps  they  may  be  pretending  to  wait  for, 
and  giving  out  that  they  feel  much  divine 
influence. 

Oh,  the  fubtilty  of  the  ferpent,  efpecially 
in  his  refemblance  of  an  angel  of  light!  many 
hath  he  caught,  beguiled  and  ruined ; the  pure 
openings  of  life  are  very  different,  and  diftin- 
guifhabie  from  all  his  falfe  vifvons  and  likenef- 
i'es  ; the  deep,  humble,  careful  traveller  find3 
it  fo  to  his  unfpeakable  fatisfaction  ; and  yet 
how  many  are  taking  the  latter  for  the  for- 
mer, for  want  of  depth  and  patience  enough 
in  waiting ! — hereby  the  innocent,  precious 
life  in  them  becomes  vcounded,  and  the  true 
fimplicity  betrayed — for  * the  adulterefs  will 
‘ hunt,’  even  * for  the  precious  life,’*  as  the 
wife  man  teftifies ; and  I believe  the  truly 
wife  in  heart,  not  in  earthly  wifdom,  but 
heavenly,  do  really  find  it  fo  ; for  the  life  is 
the  very  thing  the  adverfary  ftrikes  at,  and 
if  he  can  keep  us  from  the  fenfihle  feelings 
and  openings  thereof  in  our  religious  engage- 
ments, he  cares  not  how  active  we  are  with- 
out it,  nor  how  much  we  pretend  to  it ; for 
the  more  of  all  this,  the  fecurer  he  hath  us, 
and  the  more  we  promote  his  kingdom  and 
intereft.  Oh,  where  will  many  appear  at  la  ft, 
after  all  the  cry  of  Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not 
prophefied  in  thy  name,  and  in  thy  name  caff 
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out  devils,  and  done  many  wonderful  or 
mighty  works  ? 

This  is  a fubjeft  that  greatly  engages  my 
attention,  in  earned:  wifhes  that  thou  who 
readed  thefe  hints  may  be  preferved  out  of, 
and  wifely  fhun  the  dreadful  fnare,  and  yet 
have  a care  of  difobedience.  But  when 
things  open  in  the  light,  give  up  to  the  hea- 
venly vifion,  and  confer  not  with  flefh  and 
blood.  The  path,  though  narrow,  may  yet 
be  travelled  in.  It  is  a way  wherein  all  the 
true  wayfaring  men,  though  fools,  may  walk 
and  not  err ; but  then  they  mult  carefully 
attend  to  the  light  for  the  way  marks,  as  the 
tight,  and  that  only,  makes  them  in  an  i fed, 
keeping  a fingle  eye  thereto,  never  once  be- 
ginning to  think  of  taking  lefs  heed  to  it,  or 
that  now,  after  much  experience,  they  can  do 
pretty  well  with  lefs  clearnels  and  lefs  bright 
fhining  thereof  than  heretofore.  For  alas,  this 
is  a miftake  and  dangerous  delufion,  and  he 
that  continues  to  give  way  to  it  will  foon  walk 
in  darknefs,  not  knowing  whither  he  goeth: 
his  feet  will  Humble  in  the  dark,  until  he  falls  ^ 
into  the  bottomlefs  pit  with  the  bead  and 
falfe  prophet.  But  thou,  whofe  eye  is  kept 
carefully  fingle  and  attentive  to  the  light, 
fhall  witnefs  thy  whole  body  to  be  full  of 
light,  and  fhall  journey  forward  fafely,  until 
thou* arrived  at  that  city  that  needs  not  the 
light  of  the  fun  nor  the  moon,  for  the  Lord 
God  doth  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the 
light  thereof.  Amen. 

Fifth. 
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Fifth-day  2d. — After  a comfortable  family 
/lilt  where  one  lay  fick,  I rode  to  Philadel- 
phia, in  order  to  attend  the  approaching 
■ juarterly  meeting — vifited  a lew  families  to 
1 good  degree  of  comfort. 

Sixth-day  third. — - — I went  to  fee  two  or 
:hree  families,  but  have  felt  very  different 
from  that  opennefs,  freedom,  cheerfulnefs 
find  fatisfa&ion,  which  1 felt  in  a good  degree 
«.vhen  here  before.  I thought  far  Sefs  of  hav- 
,ng  fufficient  time  now  than  when  I firft 
;ame ; but,  alas ! there  is  fcarce  any  com- 
parifon  ; where-ever  I go  my  load  goes  with 
ne,  and  I cannot  yet  throw  it  off.  But  all 
.ends  to  confirm  and  allure  me  that  it  is  not 
of  man,  nor  by  man,  nor  yet  by  outward 
obfervation.  So  I wait  in  patience. 

7th-day  4th. — I am  going  presently  to  the 
felefl:  quarterly  meeting.  O Lord  my  God, 
|be  with  me;  keep  me  low;  keep  me  humble; 
keep  me  alfo  faithful  and  attentive  to  thy 
divine  movings,  whether  in  filence  or  utter- 
ance ; for  I know  that  without  thee  I can  do 
nothing  rightly — I attended  the  above-men- 
tioned felecb  meeting,  and  felt  great  weight 
and  exercife  attend  me  ; but,  finking  down 
to  the  pure  gift,  I was  after  a little  time  raifed 
up  in  Truth’s  dominion  to  eafe  my  mind 
among  my  brethren  and  fillers  of  this  meet- 
ing, after  which  I was  drawn  forth  in  fuppli- 
cation,  and  the  meeting  ended  to  folid 
fatisfaclion. 


Fir  ft- 
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FirH-day  5th.  In  the  forenoon  I attended 
Market-Street  meeting,  and  foon  feeling  a 
very  weighty  concern  refling  on  my  fpirit, 

I ltood  up  in  the  frefh  openings  of  life,  and 
began  to  exprefs  what  I had  in  cominiflion  ; 
but  keeping  carefully  to  the  divine  guide,  1 
foon  felt  all  to  be  (hut  up  again,  whereupon 
I immediately  fat  down,  rejoicing  that  I was 
preferved  from  proclaiming  without  life , what 
juft  before  was  opened  in  the  life  : fo  I fat 
quite  eafy,  being  delivered  from  the  great 
weight  and  exercife  which  I had  felt,  until 
towards  the  end  of  the  meeting,  and  after, 
another  friend  had  well  declared  the  truth 
among  us,  when  I again  Hood  up  and  very  ' 
fully  cleared  my  mind. — I left  this  meeting 
in  true  joy  of  heart,  and  rejoiced  in  the  Lord  j 
my  gracious  Preferver,  who  is  learning  me 
to  depend  on  and  attend  to  his  J, huttings  a? 
well  as  his  openings  : and  this  is  the  only  way  ' 
of  fafety.  In  the  afternoon  I went  to  the  i 
Bank  meeting,  and  had  good  open  fervice,  \ 
and  though  in  a fhort,  I hope  comfortable  1 
teHimony  to  a living  remnant  prefent.  I at- 1 
tended  the  evening  at  Market-Street  meeting. 
It  is  a very  large  houfe,  and  was  now  greatly 
crowded  : —I  was  quite  filent. 

Second-day  6th.  Attended  the  quarterly 
meeting  for  worfhip  and  difeipline.  In  the 
firH  I had  a fhort  open  teHimony,  after  which  ] 
our  friend  John  Storer  had  a good  open  time, 
to  our  edification  and  comfort.  In  the  meet- 
ing for  church  difeipline,  I was  finit  up  ini 

filence  , 
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'lienee  and  mourning. — There  was  recom- 
mended down  from  the  yearly  meeting,  a re- 
rewed  care  and  exertion  for  the  prefervation 
and  recovery  of  the  young  and  rifmg  genera- 
tion, who  are  many  of  them  greatly  departed 
rom  primitive  plainnefs  and  fimplicity.  My 
'pirit  was  bowed  in  fympathy  and  union  with 
1 few  tribulated  fouls  who  mourn  the  defla- 
tion of  Sion,  ami  ufe  their  honed  endeavours 
Tor  her  redoration.  One  remark  of  dear 
John  Storei’s  I cannot  well  omit  to  infert 
here:  fie  faid,  in  the  meeting  for  bufmefs, 

that  he  never  kneiv  any  one  to  grow  and 
profper  in  religion,  who  was  negligent  as  to 
the  attendance  of  religious  meetings.  Now 
I wifh  this  folid  remark,  founded  on  impartial 
■obfer  vation,  may  have  its  proper  effect,  to 
;the  quickening  of  all  who  heard  or  who  may 
here  read  it,  to  the  diligent  difeharge  of  that 
! great  and  important  duty. 

Third-day  7th.  I had  good  open  fervice  at 
[the  youths  meeting  at  Market-Street  houfe. 
It  was  a large  folid  meeting,  and  I laid  things 
clofe  home  to  negligent  parents  ; but  to  the 
honed,  faithful  labourers,  as  well  as  to  the 
tender  youth  among  them,  the  language  of 
confolation  and  encouragement  flowed  fweet- 
ly  and  freely,  I hope  to  the  refrefhment  of 
fome  of  their  fouls.  In  the  afternoon  there 
rvas  a meeting  for  the  negroes  ; it  was  not  to 
me  a very  lively  meeting,  yet  was  in  degree 
owned  and  favoured,  and  feveral  teflimor.ies 
were  borne,  among  which  I was  not  wholly 

excufed  ; 
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excufed  ; and  I believe  my  exercife  mi'gh 
be  of  feme  little  ufe  to  the  poor  blacks,  al 
though  I felt  very  weak,  and  Truth  role  no 
into  much  dominion  ; but  my  mind  was  quit 
in  the  Lord. 

Fourth-day  8th.  I went  to  the  feleft  quar 
terly  meeting  at  Abington,  and  fat  througl 
the  fame  under  great  exercife,  but  near  the 
clofe  my  way  opened,  and  I was  enabled  tc 
difeharge  myfelf. 

Fifth-day  9th.  This  day  came  on  the  quar 
terly  meeting  for  worlhip  and  difeipline. 
which  was  large  and  livingly  favoured  with 
the  flowings  of  life  in  the  miniftry,  and  the 
labours  of  fome  concerned  brethren  for  the 
good  of  Sion,  in  the  meeting  for  difeipline. 
1 had  good  open  fervice  on  divers  important 
fubjects,  particularly  the  guarded  education, 
overfight,  and  nurture  of  our  youth. 

Sixth-day  10th.  Attended  the  youths  meet- 
ing ; it  was  large  and  favoured  with  the  own- 
ings of  life,  and  with  divers  living  teftimo- 
nies — I was  filent  and  well  fatisfied. 

Seventh-day  1 ith.  I got  to  the  feledt  quar- 
terly meeting  at  Concord,  where,  as  at  A- 
bington,  I was  quite  fhut  up,  until  near  the 
end  of  this  day’s  fitting  of  faid  meeting  ; but 
life  then  arifing,  I flood  up  in  the  opening 
thereof,  had  great  fatisfaclion  in  my  labours 
among  them,  moflly  in  a way  of  encourage- 
ment, 


JOB  SCOTT.  169 

ment,  but  not  without  fome  cautions  and  ad- 
monitions as  things  opened. 

Firft-day  12th.  I rode  to  the  meeting  at 
Birmingham,  through  which  I fat  filent  and 
refigned. — 2d-day  13th,  went  back  to  Con- 
cord to  the  quarterly  meeting,  and  was  there- 
in (hut  up  from  words  through  the  meetings 
for  worfhip  and  church  difcipiine ; as  alfo  the 
!next  day  at  the  youths  meeting  and  adjourn- 
ment of  the  feleft  meeting ; but  our  friend 
John  Storer  had  excellent  fervice  both  days. 

Fourth-day  15th.  I was  at  Wilmington 
monthly  meeting,  and  quite  filent  through 
the  whole  thereof — it  being  a low  time  with 
ine,  though  divers  Friends  feemed  to  be  fa- 
voured.— 5th-day  16th,  quite  filent  again  at 
ivennet  monthly  meeting  until  towards  the 
;nd  of  their  bufinefs,  when  I was  concerned 
0 point  them  to  the  life  in  the  tranfaclions 
ff  church  affairs. — 6th-day  17th,  I w'ent  to 
Bradford  monthly  meeting  held  at  Cain,  and 
at  filent,  except  towards  the  end  of  the  laffc 
neeting,  I fpake  a few  words  of  the  danger 
ff  a forward  miniftry. — 7th-day  18th,  I at- 
ended  the  felect  quarterly  meeting  at  Lon- 
lon-Grove  for  the  weftern  quarter. — Here, 
hrough  laborious  travail  in  the  deeps,  life 
0 far  arofe  as  to  enable  me  to  eafe  my  mind 
n degree. 

Firft-day  19th. — I was  at  New-Garden 
neeting,  in  which  I was  filent.  After  meet- 
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ing  went  home  with  my  dear  friend  William 
Jackfon,  who  had,  a few  years  pall,  been 
very  acceptably  in  our  country  on  a religious 
vifit. — 2d-day  20th,  I attended  the  quarterly 
meeting  at  London-Grove,  being  ftill  fhut  up 
in  filence. — 3d-day  21ft,  attended  the  youths 
meeting,  the  adjournment  of  the  quarterly 
and  the  feledt  meetings,  in  all  which  I had  not 
a word  to  fay.  Oh  ! I was  now,  and  moftly 
for  a week  pad,  abafed  as  in  the  duft — I could 
fee  no  way  to  go  forward  ; nor  yet  could  I 
go  homeward — and  though  this  diftrefling 
difpenfation  is  upon  me  while  I write  thefc 
lines,  yet  through  the  experience  1 have  al- 
ready had,  my  faith  fails  not ; but  I have  an 
unfhaken  confidence  that  all  does  and  will 
work  for  good,  and  for  my  enlargement,  in 
the  Lord’s  time  ; but  I find  patience  exceed- 
ingly neceffary : for  thus  to  be  fhut  up  a 
week  or  two  weeks  at  a time,  and  feel  in 
great  degree  deftitute  of  divine  enjoyment,  is 
very  trying ; and  to  feel  it  altogether  out  of 
our  own  power  to  help  ourfelves  out  of  this 
trying  (late,  brings  the  creature  very  low  and 
humble  ; but,  bleffed  be  the  Lord,  he  never 
has  failed  to  arife  in  his  own  time,  and  to  de- 
liver my  foul  from  all  trouble  ; and  I firmly 
believe  lie  will,  if  I keep  in  the  patience,  give 
the  new  fong  of  praife  to  his  eternal  name. 

4th-day  2 2d. — Attended  their  mid-week 
meeting  at  London-Grove,  where  my  tongue 
as  it  were  ftill  clave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth, 
while  Mary  Hufbands  was  much  favoured 
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and  enabled  to  lift  up  her  voice  like  the  fong 
of  an  angel. — 5th-day  23d,  I went  to  New* 
Garden  meeting,  and  was  (till  clofed  up  in  fi- 
|cnce. — 6th-day  24th,  I went  to  Nottingham 
in  Maryland  with  fome  Friends  who  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  quarterly  meeting. — yth-day 
25th,  we  attended  their  monthly  meeting, 
where  it  was  my  place  to  be  filent. 

Firft-day  26th. — I uras  ftill  ftiut  up  in  their 
'meeting  for  worfhip.  I believe  the  Lord  has 
fome  wife  purpofe  in  it. — I cannot  find  that  I 
,liave  offended  him,  or  difobeyed  him : I 
;cnow  not  that  I have  run  too  faft,  or  lag’d 
behind  my  guide : I have  ardently  endea- 
jvoured  to  do  his  will,  and  to  endure  his  dif- 
penfations  patiently.  O that  I may  be  pre- 
served in  patience,  and  yet  live  to  fee  his 
lurpofe  in  all  thefe  things. 

Second-day  27th. — My  way  is  hedged  up — 

[ fee  no  way  to  go  forward  : Who  can  com- 
prehend my  defolate  ftate  ? or  underftand  my 
nournful  condition  ? Thefe  refledlions  are 
■xcited  in  me.  I am  a man  of  forrow,  and 
iCquainted  with  grief!  the  light  of  God’s 
countenance,  which  I have  often  eminently 
e!t,  and  which  I then  prized  and  now  defire 
1 above  all  other  joys,  feems  to  be  quite  with- 
lolden  from  me,  and  nothing  elfe  in  heaven 
lor  in  all  the  earth  can  fatisfy  my  longing 
oul.  Lord,  (Lengthen  my  patience  that  I 
nurmur  not  after  all  that  I have  known  of 
by  goodnefs : for  I find  daily  bread  is  very 
C)_2  defirable : 
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defirable : fading  and  hunger  is  painful  to 
nature ; but  fhall  I follow  thee  for  the  fake 
of  the  loaves  ? or  will  it  do  to  leave  thee  in 
times  of  empanels  and  abafement  ? 

I now  remember  the  long  fading  of  thy 
beloved  Son,  and  that  at  length  he  hungered. 
Oh ! then  came  the  tempter,  but  he  was  de- 
feated ; for  he  found,  nothing  in  that  holy 
Lamb,  the  Son  of  thy  bofom,  that  would  re- 
ceive any  of  his  baits.  O my  foul,  may  he 
find  nothing  in  thee ! Thou  haft  often  de- 
clared to  others  that  the  way  to  heaven  is 
through  tribulation  and  fufferings ; and  now 
when  they  are  come  upon  thee,  fee  to  it,  that 
thou  keep  the  word  of  God’s  patience ; let 
patience  have  its  perfect  work,  left  the  end  of 
the  Lord's  thus  proving  thee  be  fruitrated  ; 
for  if  all  Satan’s  affaults  be  rightly  refilled,  : 
and  nothing  of  his  offered  food  eaten,  thou 
mayeft  find  relief  and  confolation.  And 
though  it  is  now  very  diflreffing  to  drink  thy 
Saviour’s  cup,  and  be  baptized  with  his  bap- 
tifm  into  differing,  yet  it  muft  be  endured  or 
thou  canft  never  fit  with  him  in  his  king- 
dom— he  has  fet  thee  an  example  that  thou 
fhouldeft  follow  his  fteps.  And  as  it  pleafed 
God,  in  bringing  many  fons  unto  glory,  to 
make  the  Captain  of  their  falvation  perfect 
through  fufferings,  * fo  will  his  true  followers 
be  made  perfect  in  like  manner.  Therefore, 

O my  drooping  foul ! trull  in  the  Lord,  for 
unto  whom  elfe  canlt  thou  go  ? He  only  has 
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the  words  of  eternal  life:  and  thou  mud  not 
give  back  ; neither  heights  nor  depths,  things 
prefent  or  trials  yet  to  come,  mud  not  feparate 
thee  from  the  love  of  God,  nor  from  cleav- 
ing unto  him,  or  thou  wilt  yet  be  undone 
I for  ever. 

This  day  I rode  back  to  my  friend  Wil- 
liam Jackfon’s,  no  way  opening  to  go  for- 
ward.— 3d-day  28th,  no  way  opens  yet ; my 
foul  is  brought  to  tendernefs  and  my  eyes  to 
weeping  and  tears  before  the  Lord.  Nature 
is  ready  to  flinch,  but  I am  given  to  believe 
it  is  the  Lord’s  will  that  his  fervants,  after 
multiplied  experience  of  his  helping  and  de- 
livering hand,  fliould  be  fo  eftablilhed  on  the 
immovable  rock  as  to  be  able  to  endure 
hardnefs  as  good  foldiers,  to  live  by  faith,  and 
not  by  flght  for  a feafon,  and  that  as  long  as 
Ihe  pleafeth — and  to  fay,  without  difiimulation 
;and  without  referve,  under  every  trial  meted 
:out  to  them  by  his  holy  hand,  It  is  the  Lord: 
let  him  do  as  feemeth  him  good.  Perhaps 
many  trials,  many  deep  baptifms  yet  un- 
proved by  me,  may  be  neceflfary  for  me  to 
pafs  through,  before  I can  come  up  to  and 
abide  (teadfaflly  in  this  bleffed  renunciation 
jof  my  own  will : but  this  is  the  mark,  the 
Igoal  at  which  I aim.  And  it  is  the  defire  of 
my  foul  that  the  Lord’s  hand  may  not  fpare, 
nor  his  eye  have  pity,  until  he  brings  forth 
judgment  unto  per  fed  victory  ; until  all  that 
is  in  me  bows  to  'nis  feeptre  ; until  I am  per- 
fectly renovated,  and  can  render  up  all,  body, 
3 foul 
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foul  and  fpirit,  as  a living  and  unrefcrved  fa- 
crifice  unto  the  Lord  ; and  until  I can,  even 
when  he  hides  from  me,  (and  to  my  fen  fat  ion 
forfakes  me)  with  perfeverance  and  unabated 
confidence  cry,  * Abba  Father,  thy  will  and 
not  mine  be  done.’  Even  fo,  O Lord,  work 
in  me  and  for  me,  to  the  thorough  comple- 
tion of  thine  own  will. 

Fourth-day  29th.  Attended  London-Grove 
preparative  meeting,  and  was  ftill  quite  clofed 
up  from  any  fenfible  fpring  of  the  golpeh— 
5th- day  30th,  I attended  New  Garden  pre- 
parative meeting — this  and  London-Grove 
make  one  monthly  meeting.  Here  the  power 
of  the  word  of  life  was  renewed  in  me,  in 
fuch  a manner,  that  I feerned  to  myfelf  in  fome 
fort  as  if  I had  rifen  from  the  dead  1 O how 
clearly,  and  beyond  all  doubt,  am  I fatisfied 
in  my  own  mind,  that  it  is  nothing  elfe  than 
the  power  of  an  endlefs  life  that  again  quick- 
ened and  raifed  me  up  in  a living  teftimony 
among  my  brethren  in  this  meeting. — For 
twenty  days  part,  I have  not  dared  to  open 
my  mouth  in  one  of  the  publick  meetings  for 
worfhip  that  I have  attended — I have  been 
at  fifteen  : doubtlefs,  if  I would  have  been  fo 
prefumptuous,  I could  have  flood  up  and  de- 
livered words  in  plenty  at  any  of  them.  I felt 
fenfibly  that  I of  myfelf  could  no  more  open 
any  thing  divine,  than  a corrupt  fountain  can 
fend  forth  fweet  and  wholefome  waters.  I 
found  I could  not  move  forward  in  word  and 
teflimony,  to  any  kind  of  profit  to  the  peo- 
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pie  or  to  my  own  peace,  while  the  cloud  rett- 
ed on  the  tabernacle  ; my  bufinefs  was  to 
keep  filence  before  the  Lord  in  abafement, 
and  as  much  as  poffible  in  patience  before, 
all  was  fhut  up  that  none  could  open  ; but 
now  all  feems  to  be  fo  open  as  that  no  man 
can  Ihut : — glory,  honour  and  praife,  to  him 
who  leadeth  me  in  the  path  of  this  bleffed 
experience  ; I can  now  blefs  his  holy  hand, 
both  in  his-  fhutting  and  in  his  opening,  and 
rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable,  that  I have 
learned  this  experience  and  this  dependance 
on  him  alone. 

Twelfth  mo.  ift,  6th-day.  I retted  at  a 
Friend’s  houfe  and  wrote  to  my  dear  wife, 
for  I had  been  fo  (hut  up  that  I fcarce  knew 
how  to  write  before  ; but  now  I wrote  with 
fatisfaction  and  comfort. 

Seventh-day  2d.  I attended  New-Garden 
monthly  meeting  ; here  my  way  was  opened 
in  an  eminent  manner — it  was  indeed  a day 
to  be  remembered  by  many,  blelfed  for  ever 
be  the  Lord. 

Firft-day  3d.  I was  at  meeting  at  Kennet  j 
— 2d-day  4th,  at  Birmingham; — 3d-day  5th, 
at  Bradford  ; — 4th  day  6th,  at  Eaft-Caln ; in 
all  which  I was  filent. — 5th-day  7th,  I was  at 
Weft-Caln  meeting. — 6th-day  8th,  no  way 
opens  to  go  forward,  we  turned  back  and 
rode  about  twenty-five  miles  towards  Phila- 
delphia, and  lodged  at  Ifaac  Thomas’s.—  ift- 

day 
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day  10th,  we  were  at  the  meeting  at  New- 
town fchool-houfe. — 2d-day  nth,  at  New- 
town ; at  both  I was  Pali  clofed  up  in  filence. 
— 3d-day  nth,  we  were  at  Haverford,  with 
a little  meeting  of  Friends,  where,  blefled  be 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  he  opened  the  prifon 
door  and  fat  my  foul  at  liberty — counfel  and 
doftrine  flowed  freely — their  hearts  were 
greatly  tendered,  and  my  foul  fang  praifes  to 
the  Lord. 

Fourth-day  13th.  Lafl:  evening  we  reached 
Philadelphia,  and  went  this  day  to  Pine-Street 
meeting,  it  being  a good  open  time,  to  the 
rejoicing  of  our  fouls. — 5th-day  14th,  we  at- 
tended Market-Street  meeting  in  the  city,  a 
favoured  open  time,  to  be  remembered  with 
gratitude. — 6th-day  15th,  I had  a meeting  at 
Germantown,  where  I had  been  iliut  up  be- 
fore, my  mind  having  often  been  drawn  that 
way  fince  my  being  there.  This  was,  blefled 
be  the  God  of  Ifrael,  a meeting  wherein  the 
gofpel  was  extenfively  preached.  Great  in- 
deed was  the  power  and  dominion  of  truth 
this  day,  wherein  a clofe  fearch  was  made. — 
Several  other  brethren  having  living  powerful 
fervice,  and  in  conclufion  my  foul  was  poured 
forth  in  ardent  fupplication  ; and  light  and 
life  triumphed  over  death  and  darknefs. — 
After  this  we  had  a good  opportunity  in  a 
Friend’s  family,  and  then  returned  to  Phila- 
delphia with  gladdened  hearts. 

Seventh-day  1 6th.  We  attended  the  burial 

of 
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of  an  ancient  Friend  at  Derby,  where  the 
Lord  gave  ability  to  preach  the  gofpel  in  the 
evidence  and  devnonftration  of  the  fpirit  and 
with  power,  to  the  comfort  of  many  minds, 
and  I hope  to  the  awakening  of  fome  others; 
after  which  we  had  another  opportunity  in  a 
Friend’s  family,  in  which  our  fouls  were  re- 
joiced together  in  the  cementing  love  of  God. 

Firft-day  17th.  The  way  having  thus  open- 
ed for  me  to  go  to  Germantown,  and  then  to 
Derby,  as  above-mentioned,  it  now  feemed 
clearly  to  open  to  go  forward  to  Chefter  ; 
where,  through  deep  wading  and  a living  tra- 
vail of  foul,  life  rofe  into  good  dominion  ; 
though  I had  to  labour  fome  time,  even  after 
I ftood  up,  under  much  depreffion  of  mind, 
looking  carefully  to  fee  the  way  and  find  the 
ftepping  ftones  ; but  the  meeting  ended  well 
and  truth  reigned,  and  being  defirous  of  ano- 
ther meeting  in  this  place,  accordingly  one 
,was  appointed  to  be  held  next  day. 

Second-day  1 8th.  The  meeting  was  large 
and  highly  favoured — and  truth  was  triumph- 
ant.— gd-day  19th,  we  had  a meeting  at  Chi- 
chefter,  where  Truth  gave  us  the  victory. — * 
There  was  a little  remnant  of  feeking  fouls, 
to  whom  encouragement  flowed  fweetly  this 
day. — 4th-day  20th,  were  at  meeting  at  Cen- 
ter ; the  fore  part  was  painfully  exercifing, 
but  after  a time  of  ardent  breathing  to  the 
Lord,  I felt  a fmail  arifing  of  life,  in  which 
l ftood  up,  and  as  I advanced  forward,  at 

length 
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length  Truth  arofe  into  powerful  dominion  : 
it  was  a baptizing  time. — We  were  at  Wil- 
mington, where  I had  been  and  fuffered  in 
filence  fome  time  pa  ft.  Notice  being  now 
given  of  our  intentions  of  being  here,  it  was 
a large  crowded  meeting,  and  the  doftrines  of 
Truth  were  opened  in  my  mind  in  great  clear- 
nel’s,  and  utterance  being  gracioufly  afforded, 
it  was  indeed  a highly  favoured  day.  I could 
write  much  of  this  heavenly  meeting,  but 
all  centers  in  the  mercy,  favour  and  loving 
kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  without  whom  we  arc 
altogether  helplefs  and  cannot  move  to  profit. 
We  had  three  comfortable  opportunities  in 
Friends  families  in  this  place,  one  of  which 
was  with  our  ancient  friend  and  elder  in  the 
church  John  Perry,  and  his  daughter,  they 
living  together.  He  had  been  in  New- 
England,  where  I faw  him,  on  a religious 
vifit,  (in  company  with  our  fince  deceafed 
friend  David  Ferris)  but  now  was  very  ill, 
and  I thought  unlikely  to  continue  long. 
Truth  was  in  good  dominion  while  we  were 
together,  wherein  do&rine  and  fupplication 
were  livingly  owned  by  the  infhinings  of  the 
divine  prefence. 

Sixth-day  22d. — William  Jackfon  went 
home,  intending  to  meet  me  again  in  a few 
days.  Hugh  Judge  and  feveral  others  from 
Wilmington  attending,  we  had  a precious 
meeting  at  White-Clay  Creek  ; my  foul  was 
deep  in  fuffering  for  a fhort  time  ; but  the 
power  of  him  who  is  the  Refurre&ion  and 
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'he  Life  eminently  arifing,  the  gofpel  was 
vingly  preached  in  demonflration  and  clear- 
efs ; tlie  youth  perfuaded  ; the  faithful  en- 
ouraged;  and  the  lukewarm  warned — many 
[finds  were  reached  and  much  tendered ; 
nd  my  own  foul  comforted  and  rejoiced, 
lut  here  I may  note  a trial  that  attended  my 
iterance,  very  different  from  that  kind  of 
ixercife  wherein  it  feems  difficult  to  find  the 
:epping  {tones ; for  here  my  heart  was  fo 
all,  and  my  cup  fo  overflowed,  that  I could 
;arce  keep  fo  deliberate  as  to  exprefs  myfelf 
o my  own  relief  and  fatisfa&ion,  until,  after 
:anding  a Ihort  time,  I fat  down  and  waited 
d get  more  command  of  myfelf ; when, 
landing  up  again,  through  a careful  ftepping 
long,  I had  great  peace  and  confolation  in 
his  day’s  fervice — praifed  be  the  Lord  ! 

Seventh-day  23d. — We  had  a truly  blefled 
pportunity  in  a meeting  at  Okefin,  where 
ruth  eminently  favoured  us,  and  opened 
ivers  important  doctrines  and  ftates,  which 
ates  were  livingly  fpoken  to  in  Truth’s  au- 
lority,  to  the  tendering  many  minds ; may 
: be  to  their  lafting  benefit  and  inftruftion. 
hefe  four  laft  meetings  were  in  the  govern- 
ment or  ftate  of  Delaware,  and  in  the  county 
f New-Caftle.  After  this  lafi  meeting  we 
vent  to  fee  our  ancient  friend  Thomas 
larleton,  in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  who  had 
; een  in  New-England  in  the  fervice  of  the 
ofpel,  having  been  efteemed  a living  mini- 
Ler  of  Chrift.  He  w?as,  though  confined  at 
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home,  in  a tolerably  comfortable  flate  f 
health  ; cheerful  in  mind;  and  feemed  to  r. 
tain  a good  favour  of  Truth, — being  glad  i 
fee  us  and  we  him, 

Firfl-day  24th.  We  were  at  meeting  : 
Concord,  in  Chefler  county,  Pennfylvani, 
at  which  place  I had  before  attended  a qua 
terly  meeting,  unable  then  to  open  my  mout 
in  a religious  meeting  ; but  now  the  Lord  f<| 
before  me  an  open  door,  which  indeed  hfl 
wonderfully  been  the  cafe  for  divers  meeting! 
part,  even  the  moft  fo  I think  fince  my  lat! 
long  fpiritual  imprifonment,  that  ever  I wit/ 
neffed,  the  enlargement  of  my  mind,  clear 
nefs  of  the  openings  and  ftrength  of  utter!: 
ance,  being  far  beyond  my  own  expectations 
and  greatly  to  the  humiliation  as  well  as  cons 
folation  of  my  poor  exerci fed  foul. — In  thij 
meeting  at  Concord,  I had  fome  clear  open)' 
ings  and  was  enabled  to  fpeak  to  feveral  flates  ’ 
among  the  reft,  to  a flate  of  great  unfaithful 
nefs,  even  though  great  had  been  the  divine: 
favour  from  time  to  time  extended  to  them 
I had  to  found  an  alarm  indeed  to  thefe,  and 
to  mention  the  danger  of  their  houfe  being  t 
left  unto  them  defolate,  and  the  things  be- 1 
longing  to  their  peace  being  hid  from  their 
eyes  for  ever  ; and  of  that  awful  declaration 
being  fealed  again!!  them,  unlefs  they  fpeedily 
repent  and  turn  to  the  Lord,  viz.  ‘ he  that 
‘ is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  flill.’*  After 
which  a Friend  handing  up  in  the  meeting,  in 

a feel- 
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i a feeling  manner  called  upon  them  to  fuffer 
the  word  of  exhortation,  teftifying  that  fuch 
was  the  ftate  of  fome  prefent,  and  that  they 
had  repeatedly  been  warned,  and  called  upon 
in  a very  prefling,  awful  manner  before  now 
i by  fuch  as  were  outwardly  utter  ftrangers  to 
their  fituation. 

Second-day  25th. — We  were  at  Chefter 
j,  monthly  meeting  held  at  Providence,  where, 
in  the  meeting  for  worfhip,  I had  very  fearch- 
ing  fervice  ; yet  dropping  a word  of  comfort 
• and  encouragement  to  an  exercifed  feed 
among  them.  It  was  on  the  whole  a good 
J meeting. — 3d-day  26th,  we  had  a good  meet- 
ing at  Springfield. — 4th-day  27th,  another  at 
. Middleton — precious  alfo,  efpecially  the  lalf, 
wherein  Truth  rofe  into  dominion,  and  its 
do&rines  were  lfvingly  and  largely  opened ; 
a lifting  time  fpoken  of — better  days  or  more 
reformed  to  fucceed — and  a more  general 
fpreading  of  the  truth  among  the  nations. 

Pifth-day  28th.  We  had  a bleffed  meeting 
at  Birmingham,  where  I had  been  twice  in 
this  journey  before,  and  quite  clofed  up  at 
both  times,  but  was  now  highly  favoured. 
Here  dear  Hugh  Judge  and  James  Robinfon, 
who  had  been  with  me  feveral  days,  left  me 
and  returned  home,  my  beloved  friend  Wil- 
liam Jackfon  having  met  me  again  at  this 
meeting,  in  order  to  join  me  for  fome  time 
longer. 
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Sixth-day  29th.  We  had  another  very  pre-  :| 
cious  meeting  at  Kennet ; here  I had  alfo 
been  twice  before  under  deep  fuffering,  my 
tongue  as  it  were  cleaving  to  the  roof  of  my 
mouth  ; but  it  was  now  eminently  loofed  and 
Truth  reigned  triumphant  over  all,  blelfed 
be  the  Lord. — yth-day  30th,  we  had  a good 
meeting  at  London-Grove. — id-day  31ft,  we 
had  two  meetings,  the  firft  a fweet  and  glo- 
rious one  at  Bradford,  where  I had  been 
once  before,  and  now  dodtrine  and  advice 
flowed  freely  forth,  to  the  great  reaching  and 
tendering  of  the  people.  In  the  afternoon 
we  had  a very  laborious  time  in  fdence  at 
Ead-Caln,  where  I had  before  been  twice  j 
but  blefled  be  the  Lord  who  gave  us  the  vie-  i( 
tory.  Truth  at  length  did  arife,  and  tedimony 
and  fupplication  were  evidently  felt  to  be  in 
that  which  lives  for  ever. 

1787,  1 ft  mo.  id,  and  2d  of  the  week. — 
We  had  an  highly  favoured  meeting  at 
Uvvchfare,  wherein  Truth  prevailed  over  all, 
as  in  feveral  others  of  our  late  eminently  bap-  . 
tizing  feafons.— 3d-day,  ill  mo.  2d,  we  had 
another  favoured  meeting  at  Gofhen.  The 
doctrines  of  Truth  diddled  as  the  dew,  and 
dropped  as  the  gentle  rain,  to  the  refrefhing 
of  many  a tender  plant,  and  I trud  to  the 
opening  of  many  underdandings.  After  the 
meeting  at  Gofhen,  we  parted  with  our  dear 
friend  Edith  Sharplefs,  a living  gofpel  mini* 
fter,  wife  of  Jofhua  Sharplefs,  die  having 
been  with  us  at  divers  of  the  lad  meetings ; ! 

but 
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but  my  friend  William  Jackfon  ftill  conti- 
nued with  me. 

k 

Fourth-day  3d. — We  had  a good  meeting 
at  Newtown,  where  I had  been  before  in 
hlence. — 5th-day  4th,  we  had  a meeting  at 
Radnor;  and  6th-day  5th,  another  at  Merion 
— both  heavy  laborious  feafons  for  fome  time  ; 
but  Truth  rofe  into  fome  dominion,  efpecially 
in  the  lad,  which,  on  the  whole,  proved  a 
good  and  refrefhing  feafon,  and  ended  in  the 
favour  of  life  : the  other  alfo  ended  well. — 

! yth-day  6th,  we  rode  to  Philadelphia,  and 
vifited  divers  families,  rather  in  a way  of  in- 
1 nocent  fociability,  to  take  our  leave  of  them, 
expecting  foon  to  return  homeward. — ift-day 
7th,  we  attended  the  meeting  at  Pine-Street, 
Bank  and  Market-Street — the  firft,  after  a 
time  of  clofe  exercife,  was  a good  favoured 
I meeting — the  fecond  very  dull  and  painful  ; 
though  a little  life  at  length  arofe,  yet  I did 
not  get  full  relief  among  them — the  third 
a very  large  crowded  evening  meeting — and 
my  mind  was  foon  dipt  into  a clofe  engage- 
: ment  for  their  eternal  welfare,  with  an  open- 
ing to  hand  up,  and  I believe  I got  through 
to  the  good  fatisfaction  of  my  friends,  and 
fomewhat  to  the  relief  of  my  own  mind, 
as  a parting  opportunity  with  many  beloved 
Friends.  Too  many  in  this  large  city  appear 
in  want  of  true  magnanimity  in  the  caufe  of 
Truth.  My  fpirit  mourns  over  them,  with 
ardent  wilhes  that  they  may  lift  up  their  heads 
above  the  world  and  all  its  frowns,  friend- 
R 2 ihips 
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fhips  and  entanglements  ; and  rife  into  th 
liberty  of  the  fons  of  God.  May  the  youn; 
and  rifing  generation  fliun  that  rock,  th 
fpirit  of  the  world,  on  which  fo  many  hav 
been  Ihipwrecked.  I am  clear  in  it,  tha 
there  is  a precious  feed  among  them,  who 
if  faithful,  will  fhine  forth  in  greater  lultn 
and  purity  than  many  of  thofe  who  have 
gone  before  them.  O Lord,  I pray  thee 
hold  them  in  thy  holy  hand. 

Second-day  8th. — We  attended  the  felect 
rpeeting,  where  I had  fome  fmall  fervice : 
and  after  vifiting  about  twenty  families  to 
take  leave  of  them,  I felt  clear  of  the  city. — 
9th  day  of  iff  mo.  we  left  Philadelphia,  and 
eroding  the  Delaware  into  Weft-Jerfey,  had 
a meeting  at  Newtown  : it  was  a painful  and 
very  low  time  for  a fealon,  but  ended  to  a 
good  degree  of  confolation.  Now  having 
left  Philadelphia,  I felt  fuch  a flow  of  love 
and  affedVton  towards  many  there,  as  per- 
haps words  are  inadequate  to  the  full  expref- 
lion  of,  with  living  cries  to  the  Lord  to  pre- 
ferve  them,  and  bring  them  on  the  way  re- 
joicing, in  the  footfteps  of  the  flock  of  the 
faithful  companions  of  Chrift  Jefus. — 4th-day 
10th,  we  had  a good  meeting  at  Haddonfield, 
but  clofe  and  fearching  were  we  led  in  tefti- 
mony,  as  Truth  opened  and  enabled.  Here 
divers  beloved  Friends  from  Philadelphia 
eame  over  and  met  us  at  this  meeting. — I 
was  truly  glad  to  fee  them. 
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Fifth-day  nth. — We  had  a meeting  at 
Moorcs-town,  which  I am  abundantly  con- 
vinced would  have  been  more  eminently  fa- 
voured, had  not  my  imprudence  prevented  ; 
for  I felt  the  arifings  of  life,  and  fome  frefh 
openings,  but  felt  with  all,  that  the  fpirits  of 
the  prophets  were  fubjefl  to  the  prophets, 
and  that  I could  not  get  forward  in  my  open- 
ings until  fome  exercifed  mind  or  minds  were 
relieved  of  their  burthen  ; and  being  too  haf- 
ty,  and  fearing  a backwardnefs  wrould  be  giv- 
en way  to  in  fome  one  or  other  to  the  hurt  of 
the  meeting,  I flood  up  and  exprefled  how  it 
was  with  me,  as  if,  becaufe  I clearly  felt  the 
danger,  I mull  fpeak  of  it ! thus  I hurt  the 
meeting  myfelf! — Oh!  take  heed  when  the 
ark  jollies,  left,  putting  forth  thy  hand  in 
thine  own  time,  like  Uzza,  thou  bring  death 
over  thy  own  foul!  Great  was  my  diftrefs 
and  humiliation ; but  the  Lord  at  length 
in  mercy  opened  the  way  again,  which  had. 
quite  clofed  up  on  my  unguarded  motion. 
Oh  ! his  mercy  endureth  for  ever  ! how  won- 
derful was  his  goodnefs  to  Ifrael,  that  even 
when  Mofes  provoked  him  at  the  rock,  yet 
for  their  fakes  he  caufed  the  waters  to  gufh 
forth  from  the  flinty  rock  at  the  fruiting 
thereof.  This  meeting  ended  to  good  fatil- 
faftion,  though  marred  by  my  own  a&ivity 
and  folly.  Lord,  correct  me  in  mercy;  bring 
down  all  in  me  that  can  move  without  a mo- 
tion from  thee ; and  when  thou  haft  fully 
reduced  me,  then  in  judgment  remember 
mercy,  that  my  foul  may  praife  thee  for  ever. 
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Here  I parted,  in  endeared  affe&ion,  with 
Friends  from  Philadelphia,  who  now  went 
homeward  j the  reft  we  parted  with  yefter- 
day. 

Sixth-day  isth. — We  had  a meeting  at 
Upper-Evelham  ; after  fome  time  of  waiting, 
a little  light  fprang  up,  Truth  reigned,  and 
we  had  a baptizing  feafon  together. — 7th- 
day  13th,  we  had  another  at  Lower-Evefham 
to  pretty  good  fatisfa&ion. — ift-day  14th, 
we  attended  fore  and  afternoon  meeting  at 
Burlington,  where,  in  the  firft,  after  a fea- 
fon, ability  was  given  me  to  found  a very 
prefling  alarm  to  fome  among  them,  who  I 
found  were  very  much  unaccuftomed  to  the 
yoke  of  Chrifl ; which,  together  with  a very 
topen  time  wherein  I largely  cleared  my  mind 
in  the  afternoon,  made  me  quite  eafy  to  leave 
the  place,  feeling  clear  of  a burthen  I had 
long  had  to  feel  at  times  refpe&ing  Burling- 
ton  Lord,  roufe  fome  there  from  their  beds 

of  eafe,  and  comfort  the  honeft  mourners 
among-them. 

Second-day  1 5th. — We  attended  a meet- 
ing at  Ancocas,  appointed  for  our  friend 
Thomas  Colly,  from  Old-England.  hie  and 
my  companion  W.  Jackfon  had  good  fervice, 
Truth  being  in  comfortable  dominion  after  a 
time  of  clofe  inward  travail ; but  I fat  eafy  in 
filence.  After  meeting  we  returned  to  Bur- 
lington, and  on  3d-day  the  16th,  we  rode  to 
Stony-brook;  thence  on  4th-day  the  17th,  to 

William 
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William  Smith’s  near  Rahway;  and  5th-day 
, 1 8th,  were  at  Rahway  monthly  meeting;  and 
ijeing  under  great  weight  of  exercife  in  the 
meeting  for  worlhip,  and  way  not  opening 
| to  relieve  my  mind,  I requefted  another 
meeting,  which  was  concluded  to  be  held 
next  day. — 6th-day  19th,  we  attended  the 
above-mentioned  appointed  meeting  at  the 
fame  place ; were  {hut  up  until  time  in  com- 
mon for  meeting  to  end,  and  feeling  fome 
fmall  opennefs,  I dropped  fome  pretty  clofe 
hints. 

Seventh-day  20th. — I mourned  and  left 
them  with  a heavy  heart,  intending  for  New- 
York,  but  often  looked  back  at  Rahway,  and 
could  not  fee  my  way  fo  clear  to  go  to  New- 
York  as  I wifhed  ; but  it  being  homeward,  I 
rode  forward  to  Elizabeth-Town  Point,  and 
there  took  boat  for  New-York ; but  provi- 
dence prevented  us  ; for  foon  after  we  put 
off,  the  large  cakes  of  ice,  floating  with  the 
tide,  fhut  us  in  for  four  hours,  that  the  boat- 
men were  very  apprehenfive  the  boat  would 
be  crufhed  to  pieces,  and  we  perifh  ; but  my 
mind  was  inward  and  (laid  on  God,  in  the  hal- 
low of  whofe  eternal  hand  and  power  I felt  per- 
fectly fafe  and  eafy  : faith  and  confidence  in 
him  and  in  his  never-failing  providence  were 
ftrong  and  quite  unlhaken.  I had  not  the 
leaft  doubt  but  the  winds,  waves  and  all  the 
elements,  were  entirely  at  his  command;  and 
though  the  poor  men  kept  crying  out,  the 
boat  would  be  cut  to  pieces,  and  appeared  in 

much 
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much  anxiety,  I felt  a perfect  ferenity,  and 
had  no  doubt  at  all  but  way  would  be  opened 
through  the  ice,  either  forward  or  backward, 
as  the  Lord  pleafed  ; and  I was  quite  refigned 
to  its  being  either  way — 'but  at  length,  after 
long  looking  and  feeing  no  way,  a way  was 
opened,  and  we  landed  on  the  fame  Ihore, 
and  rode  contentedly  back  to  Rahway. 

Firft-day  21ft. — We  attended  their  fore 
and  afternoon  meetings.  I had  foine  open- 
ings in  the  firft,  but  feeling  no  command  to 
fpeak,  the  opening  clofed  up,  and  1 fuffered 
among  them  in  filence. 

Second-day  22d. — We  had  a meeting  on 
Staten-Illand,  (where  only  one  man  Friend 
and  his  family  live)  among  other  focieties : 
this  meeting  was  on  my  companion  W.  Jack- 
fon’s  concern,  and  he  had  pretty  good  fervice 
among  them.  I had  only  a few  words. 
There  is  an  ear  in  fome  there  to  hear  the 
truth,  and  I hope,  in  fome  degree,  hearts  to 
obey  it. — 3d-day  23d,  we  got  to  New-York, 
and  4th-day  24th,  were  at  their  mid-week 
meeting  : filent. — 5th-day  25th,  we  went  to 
the  felect  quarterly  meeting  at  Weftbury, 
where  I was  fhut  up;  though  William  had 
good  fervice. — 6th-day  26th,  came  on  the 
quarterly  meeting  for  worfhip  and  difcipline, 
and  adjournment  of  the  fele£t  meeting,  in  all 
which  I felt  no  ftrength  to  open  my  mouth. 
Dear  William  was  in  fome  degree  favoured 
in  fupplication  and  tefthnony  in  the  meeting 
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for  worfhip. — 7th-day  27th,  I being  clear  of 
the  parts,  and  about  to  return  immediately 
home,  we  had  a precious  parting  opportunity 
at  Fry  Willis’s,  wherein  I had  a few  words 
in  much  tendernefs  to  exprefs,  and  dear  Wil- 
liam was  much  favoured  in  fervent  fupplica- 
tion  to  the  Lord  for  our  prefervation  and  per- 
fevering  integrity  to  him,  who  firft  gathered 
our  fouls  to  an  acquaintance  with  himfelf. 
The  prefence  of  the  Molt  High  was  livingly 
felt,  and  reigned  over  all,  to  our  unfpeakable 
joy  and  confoiation,  for  words  are  inadequate 
to  the  full  expreffion  of  it ! — magnified  and 
adored  for  ever  be  the  Lord  our  God. 

Here  I parted  with  my  dear  companion 
William  Jackfon.  1 have  had  to  mourn  in 
this  journey  over  the  declenfion  from  primi- 
tive zeal,  as  alfo  the  great  departure  from  that 
commendable  plainnefs,  &c.  which  mine  eyes 
have  forrowfully  beheld  in  fome  places,  efpe- 
cially  in  Philadelphia,  and  from  thence  too 
much  fpread  in  parts  around  them ; yet  the 
Lord  hath  a chofen  remnant  there — may  they 
ever  love  and  live  near  him,  and  the  others  be 
brought  home  to  the  fold  of  reft,  and  weaned 
from  all  their  vanities.  I rode  this  day,  ac- 
companied by  Jacob  Willets,  towards  the  eaft 
end  of  Long-Ifland,  and  next  day,  being  ift- 
day  28th,  we  rode  to  Sterling, — and  2d-day 
29th,  took  boat,  and  landed  in  the  afternoon 
at  Grotton  in  Connedticut,  from  hence,  part- 
ing with  Jacob,  I rode  to  Abiel  Gardiner’s 
in  Stonington. — 3d-day  30th,  I reached  Eaft- 
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Greenwich,  and  ift  mo.  31ft  1787,  and  41 
of  the  week,  got  well  home  ; and,  to  my  jo 
and  great  thankfulnefs  of  heart  to  the  Lore 
found  my  dear  wife  and  family  in  pretty  goo 
health,  and  much  rejoiced  to  fee  and  receiv 
me  again  ; and  I thought  we  were  renewedl 
each  others  joy  in  the  Lord. 

I was  out  in  this  journey  about  fix  month 
and  ten  days,  and  travelled  by  eomputatio 
about  two  thoufand  miles. 
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Trials  and  exercifes  he  pajfed  through . Exhort- 
ations. A profpeft  of  vifiting  the  fouthern 
fates.  Preparatory  exercifes — proceeds  in 
the  vifit. 

AFTER  I got  home  from  Pennfylvania, 

I travelled  through  many  heights  and 
lepths  in  my  own  mind,  for  about  two  years, 
ind  feerned  to  be  the  neareft  lofing  all  faith 
and  hope  in  God,  that  I ever  remembered 
0 have  experienced.  Oh  ! none  knows,  but 
he  Lord  alone,  the  fulnefs  of  that  bitternefs 
>f  foul  which  I had  to  endure!  it  was  beyond 
mil  trials  I ever  had  known,  and  through 
.vhich  I did  not  always  abide  fufficiently  on 
he  watch-tower,  in  ftrift  patience,  refigna- 
ion  and  confidence  in  him  who  never  yet 
lias  failed  me,  when  I have  rightly  trufted 
n him  ; but  when  I have  thrown  afide  my 
hield,  and  loft  fight  of  my  armour  ; Oh,  my 
oul,  thou  only  art  fully  fenfible  of  the  dark- 
tefs  and  defoiation  into  which  thou  haft  been 
I a'unged  ! — but  magnified  over  all,  for  ever, 
ae  the  great  name  of  the  Lord  ! he  did  not 
Leave  me,  nor  forfake  me  ; but  after  pouring 
■>ut  into  my  cup,  large  draughts  of  worm- 
wood mingled  with  gall,  was  gracioufly  pleaf- 
i :d  (having  thus  reduced  my  foul,  for  the 
[brefent  at  leaft,  to  perfect  refignation)  to  lift* 
[jap  the  light  of  his  countenance  upon  me,  in 
[ marvellous  and  heart-confolating  manner. 

Oh, 
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Oh,  thou  traveller  Sion-ward,  whenever  thoi 
art  tried  with  a deep  and  inward  fenfe  o 
God’s  prefence  being  withdrawn  from  thee 
have  a care,  yea,  a reverential  care  on  th} 
fpirit,  that  thou  caff  not  away  thy  fhield.  I 
is  indeed  a great  thing  to  keep  the  faith  at 
fuch  feafons. — Paul  kept  it,  and  had  to  rejoict 
in  it,  near  his  final,  folemn  dole — ‘ I have 
4 fought  a good  fight — I have  kept  the  faith;’:) 
but  had  he  not  kept  the  faith,  he  could  not 
have  fought  the  good  fight,  for  it  is  only  in 
the  faith,  that  any  of  our  exercifes  can  pleafe 
God,  or  benefit  our  own  fouls,  or  others— 
all  the  willings,  runnings,  and-  actings  out  of 
the  true  and  living  faith,  do  but  run  us  fur- 
ther from  that  flate  wherein  alone  our  true 
happinefs  and  advancement  confiRs  ; that 
Rate  wherein  ‘ God  is  all  in  all,’ — and  this 
Rate  we  muR  come  to,  fooner  or  later,  or  wc 
can  never  know  the  fulnefs  of  the  true  chrif- 
tian  life. — Have  a confiant  watchful  care,  Oh 
exercifed  pilgrim,  that  thou  leek  not  for  eafe 
before  the  Lord’s  time — endure  the  turnings 
of  his  hand  upon  thee  ; and  if  the  enemy  of 
thy  foul  prefent  any  outward  delight,  or  gra- 
tification of  whatever  kind  ; fee  that  thou 
embrace  not  his  temptations,  however  pleaf- 
ing,  or  artfully  prefented  and  infinuatcu — the 
very  Jiing  of  death  is  in  it,  if  thou  yield  unto 
it ; and  although  thou  mayefi,  for  thy  trial 
and  proving,  be  left  ahnoft  defiitute  of  all 
fenfe  of  good,  and  have  fcarce  a grain  of 
faith  remaining  ; yet  though  in  this  extreme- 
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/ depreffed  fxtuation,  thou  mayefl:  be  ready 
> believe  it  will  be  of  little  or  no  advantage 
j drive  any  longer  againft  fin  ; ready  to  fay 
: is  all  in  vain,  and  perhaps  ready  to  con- 
clude in  a dark  moment,  it  will  be  no  evil 
|ar  thee  to  give  way  to  take  a degree  of  de- 
ght  in  forbidden  things ; yet  I warn  thee, 

,i  the  fear  and  dread  of  the  living  God, 
jiuch  not  with  the  temptations  of  the  feducer 
f fouls.  Flee,  flee  for  thy  life ! flee  from 
n as  from  a ferpent : if  thou  tampereft  with 
, though  thou  meanell  not  to  yield,  thou 
rt  in  imminent  danger  ; and  if  thou  liften- 
,ft,  thou  mayefl,  contrary  to  thy  intentions, 
0 near  to  the  borders  of  deftruftion;  and  if 
iou  fliouldft  unhappily  yield  and  furrender, 
ly  peace  with  God  would  be  broken,  and 
very  evil  thing  that  thus  gets  in  by  confent, 
mft  (if  ever  thou  knoweft  thy  peace  again 
jftored)  be  caft  out,  by  thy  fuffering  inex- 
, reflibly  more  than  all  the  delight  or  enjoy- 
lent  which  fuch  a falfe  gratification  can  pof- 
bly  bring  with  it — O,  therefore,  ftand  firm, 

, eep  on  the  watch-tower,  refill  unto  blood, 
riving  againft  fin,  and  that  in  the  faith,  true 

I ad  living  faith,  for  it  is  that  which  gives  the 
iiftory  ; and  though  it  feems  almoft  gone, 
r appears  as  fmall  as  a grain  of  muftard-feed, 
et  if  thou  caft  not  away  thy  confidence,  but 
rt  rightly  engaged  to  keep  the  faith,  it  will 
aable  thee  to  ‘ fight  the  good  fight,’  and  to 
to  thefe  mountains  of  oppofition,  tempta- 
on  and  bdetment,  be  ‘ removed  and  call 
S ‘ into 
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* into  the  fea,  and  it  fhall  be  done.’*  Re 
member  Him  who  endured  all  Satan’s  allure 
ments  and  temptations ; who,  though  he  evei 
fafted  forty  days  in  the  wilderncfs,  a flat- 
of  defolation  and  trial,  yet  he  Rood  firm- 
he  ate  nothing  ; he  yielded  not  to  any  o 
the  enemy’s  propofals,  but  bravely  repulfet 

him  in  them  all. Sing,  O ye  heavens 

— he  overcame  and  led  captivity  captive 
And  after  this  dreadful  conflict  was  over,  tbt 
holy  angels  miniftered  unto  him.  So  it  is 
has  been,  and  will  be,  with  all  his,  as  the} 
Rand  firm  in  the  faith  and  patience  of  the 
faints  ; eating  nothings  taking  in  nothing  o; 
the  enemy’s  alluring  prefentations.  God’; 
grace  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  fufficien; 
for  all  thefe  under  every  trial,  temptation  and  ; 
befetment.  Let  Satan  rage,  let  his  meflen-  ! 
ger,  the  thorn  in  the  flefli  (however  operat-  ? 
ing — in  what  way  or  thing  foever  infinuating)  ] 
do  its  worfi  ; if  the  foul  keeps  on  its  armour  > 
and  dwells  in  the  patient  watch  and  warfare, 
the  victory  is  certain,  the  holy  promife  can- 
not fail.  ‘ Becaufe  thou  haft  kept  the  word 

‘ of  my  patience,  I alfo  will  keep  thee  from 

* the  hour  of  temptation,  that  fhall  come  up- 

* on  all  the  world,  to  try  them  that  dwell  upon 

* the  earth’ — this  is  thy  hour  of  trial — the 
very  hour  and  power  of  darknefs — but  * ftand 

* if  ill  and  fee  the  falvation  of  the  Lord  let 
not  in  the  temptation — give  not  way  to  carnal 
reafonings,  or  confultations  with  flefh  and 

blood ; 

* Mat.  xxi.  ai.  f Exod.  xiv.  13. 
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jlood;  and,  however  fevere  the  combat,  thou 
ftiit  indeed  be  kept , and  God  will  bruife  Sa- 
;an  under  thee,  yea  bruife  his  very  bead, 
ind  make  thee  more  than  a conqueror. 

, The  angel  of  his  holy  prefence,  will  indeed 
minifter  unto  thee — thou  {halt  be  greatly 
iftrengthened  ; and  verily  thou  {halt  be  fed, 
land  that  with  food  convenient  for  thee.  Thy 
j‘ joy  {hall  be  full,  and  no  man,  nay  nor  evil 
‘ fpirit,  {hail  be  able  to  take  it  from  thee,  or 
‘ to  pluck  thee  out  of  thy  heavenly  Father’s 
Is  hand,’*  O,  the  unfpeakable  confolation,  and 
fulnefs  of  divine  confirmation,  which  my  poor 
foul  has  received  after  feafons  of  almofl  inex- 
preffible  conltid  and  befetment,  when  I have 
abode  in  the  true  patience,  kept  the  faith, 
apd  fo  fought  the  good  fight ! — Eye  hath  not 
feen  indeed,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  the  heart 
conceived,  while  in  a natural  ftate,  the  joy 
and  confolation  which  God  pours  into  the 
I fouls  which  love  him,  and,  through  all  tribu- 
lations, keep  the  word  of  his  patience.  O, 
there  is  abundant  encouragement  to  Hand 
firm  through  all ; yea  even  to  prefs  through 
every  crowd  of  temptation  to  touch  that  which 
has  the  healing,  faving  and  preferving  virtue 
in  it. — Trials  thou  wilt  have,  this  hour  of 
temptation  will  indeed  come  upon  all  the  world; 
none  ever  were  exempt  from  a feafon  or  fea- 
fons of  probation  and  conflid — and  it  is  in  or- 
der ‘ to  try  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth.’ 


S % 
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O my  God,  thou  haft  done  much  for  m 
foul — thou  haft  redeemed  me  through  judg 
ment,  and  brought  me  forth  to  fee  the  ligh 
rejoicing — be  pleafed,  if  it  be  thy  holy  will 
ftill  to  carry  on  thy  work  in  me,  until  all  tha 
is  offenfrve  to  the  purity  of  thy  holinefs  bt 
confumed — until  my  will  becomes  wholh 
conformable  to  thy  will,  even  fo  amen  1 

1 7 S S . Having  thus  paffed  through  font 
very  trying  feafons,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  tc 
lay  it  upon  me  to  make  a vifit  to  Friends  and 
others  in  the  fouthern  ftates,  to  fympathize 
with  the  fullering  feed,  and  endeavour,  as  abi 
lity  might  be  given,  to  ftir  up  the  pure  mind 
in  my  fellow  men,  by  perfuading  them  to  feek 
an  increaftng  acquaintance  with  God,  the 
only  fource  of  all  fure  confolation.  This 
brought  me  under  clofe  trial,  and  at  times  I 
had  many  reafonings  and  difcouraging  con- 
fiderations,  with  fears  about  a fubfiftence  for 
my  family  ; for  although  I could  ever  fay  in 
that  refpedt,  as  well  as  in  fpiritual  things, 
‘ hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us,’*  yet  it 
often  looked  almoft  impoflible  to  me  that 
they  fhould  be  in  any  comfortable  degree 
provided  for  if  I gave  up  to  be  fo  much  from 
home  and  out  of  bufinefs  ; but  the  holy  in- 
junction was  fo  often,  fo  clearly  repeated, 
that  I dare  not  refufe  obedience  to  it.  So  af- 
ter many  and  various  conflicts,  my  foul  bowed 
before  him  in  a view  of  his  omnipotence, 
omnifcicnce  and  unbounded  goodnefs,  I was 

enabled 
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nabled  to  give  up,  and  carting  my  care  upon 
jiim,  in  regard  both  to  temporals  and  fpiritu- 
ls,  I faid  in  my  heart,  ‘ here  am  I,  fend 
ne  ;’j  fend  me,  O holy  Father,  where-ever 
i hou  pleafeft,  I refufe  not  to  follow  thee  into 
ny  corner  of  the  earth — only  do  thou  but 
;o  with  me  and  fupport  me.  My  life,  my 
Length,  and  the  length  of  my  days,  I devote 

0 thy  fervice — my  family  I refign  to  thy  holy 
:are  and  keeping — to  thee  I dedicate  them. 
D,  may  thou  watch  over  and  preferve  them  ! 

At  this  furrender  of  all  things,  I felt  the 
ight  of  heaven  to  fill  iny  foul;  it  fhined  in 
ne  and  round  about  me,  above  the  bright- 
lefs  of  the  fun  indeed,  and  opened  my  prof- 
pe£ts  into  diftant  nations,  with  fome  belief 
hat  the  Lord  was  opening  a large  field  of 
abour  for  me  in  foreign  countries,  to  be 
:ntered  into  in  his  own  due  feafon.  I faid, 
good  is  thy  will,  O Lord  ! — difpofe  of  me, 
hy  unworthy  fervant,  as  thou  pleafeft.’ 

So  at  a fuitable  feafon  I opened  my  con- 
cern refpe&ing  a vifit  to  the  fouthward,  in 

1 fele&  meeting  of  minifters  and  elders,  who 
ixpreffed  a good  degree  of  unity  and  clear- 
lefs.  After  this,  believing  it  beft  to  remove 
ny  family  to  my  old  home  at  North-Provi- 
lence,  and  having  done  it  accordingly,  I ap- 
plied to  the  preparative  meeting  at  Providence 
n order  that  my  concern  might  get  regularly 
forward  to  the  monthly  meeting  for  a certifi- 

S 3 cate. 
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cate.  And  having  obtained  a certificate  o 
the  concurrence  of  the  monthly  meeting,  i 
was  carried  to  the  quarterly  meeting  in  the 
firft  month  1789;  and  there  the  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  fill  my  foul  with  ftrength,  and  gave 
utterance  to  my  weight  of  exercife  and  con- 
cern, to  the  greatly  tendering  of  my  own 
heart,  and  the  hearts  of  my  brethren  and 
fillers,  I opened  it  both  in  the  men’s  and 
women’s  meeting — and  received  a certificate 
of  their  concurrence  with  my  concern  : their 
near  fympathy  with  me  under  the  exercife 
attending  it,  and  their  prayers  for  my  prefer- 
vation  through  every  baptifm  and  trial  that 
I might  meet  with.  Being  thus  furnilhed, 
and  having  early  had  a profpebl  of  being  at 
Philadelphia  at  the  time  of  the  general  fpring  i 
meeting  of  mini  Iters  and  elders  to  be  held 
there  in  the  third  month  1789,  and  Hill  feel- 
ing bound  to  endeavour  to  be  at  that  meet-  » 
ing,  I got  ready,  and  my  friend  Daniel  Al-  * 
drich  having  found  a concern  upon  his  mind 
to  accompany  me,  and  obtained  a certificate 
of  concurrence  of  his  friends,  we  fet  forward 
on  the  journey  the  ninth  of  the  third  month 
1789,  having  taken  an  affe&ionale  and  heart- 
tendering farewell  of  my  dear  wife  and  fami- 
ly, recommending  them  to  the  Lord  for^pre- 
fervation,  confolation  and  fupport,  in  full 
confidence  that  he  would  not  fail  them  it 
their  trull  continued  firmly  in  him.  We  rode 
feveral  days,  palling  through  the  Hate  of  Con- 
necticut without  meeting  with  any  of  our 
brethren,  except  a few  in  one  place,  after 

parting 
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parting  with  my  dear  father-in-law,  my  be- 
iloved  brother-in-law,  Jofeph  Anthony,  and 
our  kind  young  friend  Obadiah  Brown,  who 
irode  part  of  the  fir  ft  day  with  us.  We  met 
with  very  kind  treatment  among  the  Prefby- 
jterians  in  Connecticut  j and  I had  to  believe, 
from  the  ftate  of  mind  which  many  of  them 
appeared  to  be  in,  and  from  the  impreffion 
which  I had  among  them,  that  a time  would 
yet  come  when  the  blefled  Truth  would  have 
a much  freer  entrance,  operation  and  acknow- 
ledgment among  that  people  than  has  yet 
been  evident — may  the  Lord  haften  his  great 
work  in  the  earth,  and  when  and  fo  far  as  he 
pleafeth,  ‘ take  unto  him  his  great  power  and 
‘ reign’  throughout  the  kingdoms  of  men. 
We  got  to  New-York  on  7th-day,  the  14th 
:of  the  month,  and  ftaid  their  fore  and  after- 
noon meetings  on  firft-day,  but  were  quite 
(hut  up  therein.  Nest  day  went  to  Rahway 
in  New-Jerfey,  and  fo  on  to  Philadelphia, 
where  we  arrived  on  6th-day  the  20th  at 
evening,  having  attended  a little  meeting  by 
the  way  at  Bordentown  in  Jerfey,  and  alfo 
the  quarterly  meeting  at  Haddonfield.  Here 
the  Lord  favoured  us  with  his  prefence,  and 
opened  our  way  to  confiderable  fervice. 

7th-day  21ft — Began  the  general  fpring 
meeting  of  minifters  and  elders  at  Philadel- 
phia. Truth  mercifully  owned  our  folemnity, 
and  wonderfully  favoured  in  the  feveral  fit- 
tings of  the  felect  meeting — the  feveral  meet- 
ings for  publick  worfifip — as  alfo  in  the  three 

monthly 
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monthly  meetings  in  the  city,  which  came  01 
in  courfe  after  the  general  meeting  con 
eluded. 

We  left  Philadelphia  on  6th-day  the  27th. 
and  were  next  day  at  a felefl:  meeting  at 
Wilmington,  and  on  iff  and  2d  days,  at  their 
general  meeting  for  worfhip  there,  where 
Truth  gave  us  the  vi£tory,  and  afforded  abi- 
lity to  exalt  the  precious  teftimony  thereof, 
though  through  deep  fufferings  in  fpirit.  Af- 
ter this  we  had  meetings  at  Chriftiana-Bridge,  j 
and  the  Head  of  Eik,  among  people  moftly 
not  of  our  fociety.  But  though  I felt  a ftrong  j 
oppofition  in  fome  at  the  laft  place,  yet  Truth 
gave  the  viftory  at  both  thefe  meetings,  the 
laft  being  eminently  owned  by  the  overfha- 
dowing  of  divine  life,  in  the  power  and  de- 
monftration  whereof  the  everlafting  gofpel 
was  preached  among  them — may  it  faften  as 
a nail  in  a fure  place. 

4th  mo.  2d,  being  5th  day  of  the  week, 
we  tried  to  get  to  the  monthly  meeting  at 
Deer  Creek,  but  could  not  get  over  the  river 
Sufquehanna  until  too  late  to  reach  meeting 
feafonably  ; but  we  found  we  had  a fervice 
among  feveral  young  Friends  near  the  river. 
After  we  had  cleared  our  minds  to  them, 
the  way  foon  opened  for  us  to  crofs  the  river: 
fo  we  had  a meeting  next  day  at  Deer  Creek, 
in  which  I was  quite  clofed  up. 

7th,  1 ft  and  2d  days — We  had  meetings  at 
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he  Fawn,  Bufh  River,  and  Little  Falls. — 3d, 
(.th  and  5th,  we  were  at  Gunpowder,  Patapfco 
’’oreft,  and  Baltimore:  moftiy  fhut  up.  We 
laid  at  Baltimore  until  after  their  two  meet- 
ngs  on  firft-day  ; were  {hut  up,  yet  favoured 
,vith  faith  and  patience. — On  3d-day  the  14th, 
,ve  had  a meeting  at  Elk  Ridge  ; were  fhut 
jp,  except  the  expreflion  of  a few  words. — 
4-th-day  we  were  at  their  preparative  meeting 
it  Sandy-fpring,  a bleffed  and  highly  fa- 
voured time — very  open  ; divers  attend- 
ed the  meeting  for  worfhip  who  were  not 
Friends.  Truth’s  doCtrines  flowed  freely  and 
argely  among  them,  I trull  in  a good  degree 
of  the  evidence  and  demonllration  of  the 
Spirit. 

Fifth-day,  we  attended  a preparative  meet- 
ing at  Indian-fpring,  and  a felect  meeting  af- 
iher  it;  each  exercifing,  though  we  got  a little 
f relief  through  attention  to  that  which  enabled 
Ito  labour  honeftly  as  ability  was  afforded. 

Sixth-day  17th. — Were  at  their  monthly 
meeting  there,  before  which,  in  the  morning, 
we  were  at  the  adjournment  of  their  felecl 
meeting : it  was  indeed  a day  not  to  be  forgot- 
ten, I trufl  by  us,  nor  by  many  of  them  who 
were  prefent.  In  the  feleCl  meeting  truth  very 
| unexpefledly  opened  fome  important  and  in- 
■ flru Clive  (though  to  the  natural  man  myfteri- 
ous)  doClrines  clearly  to  the  underftanding  of 
my  mind  ; and  the  power  of  the  word  of  life 
accompanying,  I opened  them,  fo  far  as  re- 
quired, 
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quired,  to  the  meeting,  to  the  great  relief  of 
my  own  mind.  The  meeting  for  publick 
worfhip  was  eminently  owned  by  the  over- 
fhadowiiigs  of  divine  love,  under  which  co- 
vering, utterance  was  largely  given,  and  the 
doctrines  of  the  gofpel  were  opened  and  pro- 
mulgated this  day,  to  the  reaching  and  ten- 
dering many  minds,  if  not  molt  prefent—  the 
doctrine  of  God’s  free  and  univerfal  grace, 
and  its  entire  fufficiency  for  the  falvation  of 
all,  being  efpecially  illuftrated,  and  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  work  of  falvation  goes  no 
further  forward  in  us  than  we  yield  to,  join 
in,  and  co-operate  with  this  bleffed  principle. 

In  the  meeting  for  church  difcipline,  we 
had  large  opportunity  in  the  frefh  extendings 
of  gofpel  love,  to  clear  our  minds  to  both  i 
brethren  and  fitters,  both  parents  and  chil-  i 
dren,  on  divers  important  branches  of  our  i 
religious  teftimony.  Our  fouls  were  com- 
forted, and  the  living  among  them  rejoiced  ; 
with  us.  Things  are  low'  in  this  land  ; but 
yet  we  were  witneffes  that  a remnant  are  on 
the  right  foundation,  and  engaged  to  promote 
the  right  thing,  and  we  had  a hope  that  the 
number  would  increafe,  and  that  a revival 
might  take  place  in  thefe  parts. 

Seventh-day,  we  rode  to  a place  called  the 
Clifts.  This  night,  as  I lay  awake  in  bed,  I 
was  almoft  overcome  with  the  frefh  extend- 
ings of  the  love  and  goodnefs  of  God  to  my 
foul,  and  feemed  fwallowed  up  in  the  infhin- 
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ings  of  his  luminous  and  glorious  prefence, 
i In  this  alinoft  extatic  enjoyment,  my  foul 
: bowed  in  awfulnefs  and  reverence  before 
; him,  and  the  whole  man  was  renewedly  of- 
fered up  to  his  fervice,  to  be  difpofed  of  as 
he  pleafed  : and  after  thus  continuing  for 
fome  time,  fubjectly  given  up  to  his  holy  will, 
witnefiing  his  glory  to  reft  upon  me  as  a royal 
diadem,  and  receiving  fome  fweet  manifefta- 
fions  or  confirmations  of  his  fatherly  care 
having  been  day  and  night  extended  to  and 
over  me  from  my  youth,  for  my  prefervation 
and  advancement  in  the  way  of  life  and  fal- 
vation,  it  pleafed  his  infinite  majefty  to  con- 
defcend  once  more  (as  at  fome  few  gracious, 
fclemn  and  peculiar  feafons  in  the  courfe  of 
my  pilgrimage  before)  as  it  were  to  fet  open 
the  windows  of  heaven,  and  fpread  before  the 
view  of  my  mind  the  excellency  and  glory 
thereof ; and  (which  above  all  rejoiced  my 
foul)  he  alfo  fet  open  the  arms  of  his  mercy ; 
fhewing  me  and  giving  me  feelingly  to  know 
that  although,  at  many  times  in  the  courfe  of 
my  life,  I had  not  fo  kept  under  a fenfe  of 
his  preferving  influence  as  to  fhun  the  fnares 
of  the  enemy,  but  had  fometimes  been  en- 
tangled in  them,  yet  there  was  nothing  re- 
tained againft  me,  but  that  all  was  freely  re- 
mitted and  wafhed  away  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb;  and  that  if  I henceforth  flood  firm  in 
obedience  to  him,  and  in  the  promotion  of 
his  caufe,  as  ability  was  given,  I fhould  reign 
with  him  in  glory,  world  without  end.  I 
found  myfelf  clothed  inwardly  as  it  were  with 

white 
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white  linen ! I faw  that  my  garments  had  in 
days  part;  been  much  defiled,  but  were  now 
walhed  and  made  clean.  I faw  that  I had 
indeed  come  thus  far  ‘ through  great  tribu- 
lation/ and  that,  had  I not  fubmitted  thereto, 
I mud  have  remained  ‘ filthy  (till.’  My  very 
foul  bowed  in  deepeft  proftration  before  the 
throne  of  God — my  cry  afcended  for  future 
prefervation — and  1 vowed  continued  obedi- 
ence through  his  help  to  the  end  of  my  ftay 
here  in  this  vale  of  tears.  My  heart  was 
lifted  up  in  fongs  of  praife  for  the  wonders 
of  his  love  to  me-ward  ; and  I had  to  contem- 
plate and  adore  the  unmerited  kindnefs  and 
goodnefs  of  his  gracious  dealings  with  me — 
1 could  fay  he  had  plucked  my  feet  out  of 
the  mire  and  clay,  and  fet  them  upon  a rock, 
in  good  degree  eltablifhed  my  goings,  and  put 
a ‘ new  fong  in  my  mouth,  even  praifes  to  my 
God.  O Lord,  hold  me  fall  for  ever — keep 
my  foul  alive  to  the  end — make  of  me,  and  do 
with  me  what  and  as  thou  pleafeft—I  am  thine; 
this  is  my  rejoicing : I with  ever  to  remain 
thine  ; and  if  ever  my  own  will,  my  own  cor- 
rupt inclinations,  prefume  to  rend  me  from 
thee,  O,  my  gracious  Father,  be  thou  pleafed 
to  interpofe,  and  to  lift  a ftandard  againfi  all 
that  may  rife  up  againfi  me  for  evil. — I dare 
not  depend  on  my  own  ftrength  or  refolutions, 
but  mud  look  unto  thee  to  firengthen  me  in 
weaknefs,  and  to  make  effectual  my  drivings, 
wreftlings  and  refolutions  againfi  fin.  I com- 
mit mylelf  wholly  to  thy  care  and  keeping— 
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be  thou  my  light  and  my  leader,  and  hold  me 
i in  thy  holy  hand  for  ever.  Amen. 

I 

Next  day  we  had  a glorious  meeting  at  this 
'place,  at  Friends  meeting-houfe,  but  moftly 
among  fuch  as  were  not  Friends,  many  of 
them  called  Methodifts,  a people  that  abound 
I in  this  land,  and  fome  of  their  hearts  have 
been  touched  with  a live  coal  from  the  holy 
altar ; but  they  feem  very  unfettled,  many 
having  hurried  forward  into  much  religious 
activity,  being  very  noify,  talkative,  and  al- 
moft,  if  not  quite  ranting;  yet  I hope  fome  of 
' them  will  come  to  a fettlement  in  the  truth  ; 
but  expedb  many  will  run  quite  out,  and  final- 
ly (hake  off  their  religious  exercife,  this  being 
the  natural  confequence  of  making  hafte  into 
religious  performances  without  the  pure  lead- 
ings of  truth  therein.  My  heart  and  mouth, 
were  largely  opened  among  them  in  this  and 
divers  other  meetings — and  this  day,  in  a fpe- 
cial  manner,  the  ftreams  of  life  flowed  plen- 
tifully and  fweetly,  to  my  great  fatisfa&ion. 
and  comfort,  and  to  the  refrelhment  of  many 
minds — glory  to  God,  who  hath  hitherto 
helped  us ! we  can  do  nothing  without  his 
help,  but  can  do  all  things  required  of  us 
through  his  ftrengthening  influence  in  and 
upon  us. 

4d  and  3d  of  the  week.  We  had  precious 
meetings  at  Herring-Creek  and  Bulh-River, 
moftly  among  other  people,  as  Methodifts, 
&c.  though  at  Friends  meeting-houfes  ; for 
T Friends 
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Friends  at  thefe  places  are  few  in  number 
there  ufed  to  be  many  valuable  Friends  be 
longing  to  thefe  meetings.  We  were  ven 
clear  in  our  judgment,  that  Friends,  having 
kept  fuch  numbers  of  flaves,  did  much  con 
tribute  to  the  ruin  of  their  polterity  : for  the 
poor  negroes  were  put  to  do  nearly  all  the 
work,  while  the  children  of  Friends  werr 
brought  up  in  * pride,  fullnefs  of  bread,  anc 
‘ abundance  of  idlenefs,’*  riding  about  foi 
pleafure,  living  at  eafe  and  in  fulnefs : this 
was  productive  of  many  evils,  and  opened  a 
wide  door  for  unprofitable  and  pernicious 
intimacy  with  hurtful  company,  until,  alas, 
the  youth  in  fome  particular  places  are  almoft 
all  departed  from  the  way  of  truth,  and  an 
almoft  total  defolation  reigns  in  fome  places 
in  this  land.  Oh  the  tnifehiefs  of  idlenefs 
and  oppreflion  ! — may  it  be  the  fpecial  care 
of  all  religious  people  ftrictly  to  bring  up 
their  children  to  fome  honeft,  induftrious  and 
uieful  employment : I believe  Truth  requires 
it ; that  a blefling  attends  it ; and  that  much 
evil  is  prevented  by  it.  My  fpirit  deeply 
mourns  over  the  forrowful  and  dangerous 
lituation  of  fuch  who  have,  as  they  fay,  ‘ no- 
4 thing  to  do’ — believing  they  will  almoft 
certainly  ‘ foon  learn  to  do  evil.’ 

Next  day,  my  companion  being  un- 
well, we  kept  houfe  ; and  the  day  following 
rode  near  half  the  day  towards  Alexandria, 
where  we  ftaid  until  firft-day  the  26th,  and 

were 
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were  at  the  fore  and  afternoon  meeting ; to 
both  which  came  many  of  the  towns  people, 
Methodifts,  Baptifts,  Prefbyterians,  &c.  and 
the  Lord  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  us 
a good  time  in  both  meetings,  efpecially 
the  laft,  wherein  Truth  reigned  over  all — 
blelfed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.  This  was 
the  firft  place  we  were  at  meeting  in  Virginia. 
— Next  day  we  rode  forty-five  miles  to  Staf- 
ford, and  had  a very  dull  meeting  there  the 
day  following  ; it  was  filent,  except  a few 
words  at  the  clofe,  which  I felt  eafy  to  drop 
with  my  hat  on,  informing  that  the  life  was 
fo  low,  and  the  fprings  fo  Ihut  up,  that  I had 
not  dared  to  attempt  any  thing  under  pre- 
tence of  preaching  the  gofpel ; but  that  I felt 
a particular  freedom  to  mention  fomething 
that  had  turned  in  my  mind  to  thofe  not  of 
our  fociety : I told  them,  a minifter  of  the 
gofpel  had  nothing  of  his  own  to  offer  to  the 
people  ; his  whole  dependance  is  on  Chrifi: ; 
he  muff  fpeak  as  the  oracle  of  God,  and  only 
in  the  ability  that  God  giveth  ; therefore  is 
under  an  abfolute  neceffity  to  keep  filence, 
unlefs  immediately  commiffioned  and  abilitat- 
ed  from  God — that,  for  their  fakes,  through 
the  flowings  of  the  love  which  I felt  to  them, 
I had  rather  de fired  as  a creature,  that  the 
way  might  be  opened  for  communication  ; 
but  that  I found  a flow  of  love  and  good-will 
was  not  a fufficient  qualification  to  preach 
the  gofpel — mentioning  that  Saul’s  forcing 
himfelf  and  offering , through  a fear  that  the 
people  would  be  fcattered  abroad,  difpleafed 
T 2 the 
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the  Lord,  and  Samuel  his  prophet — that, 
therefore,  I had  not  dared  to  attempt  to 
preach  the  gofpel  among  them,  knowing  who 
it  was  that  faid,  fuch  as  kindle  a fire  and  warm 
themfelves  by  the  fparks  of  their  own  kin- 
filing,  ill  a 1 1 lie  down  in  forrow. 

My  beloved  companion  having  been  un- 
well  more  or  lefs  moll  of  the  time  for  feveral 
weeks,  now  grew  worfe,  fo  that  we  were 
under  the  neceffity  to  tarry  here  at  the  houfe 
of  our  friend  Robert  Painter  feveral  days ; 
during  which  time  my  faid  companion  came 
to  a conclufion  to  leave  me  and  return  home- 
ward, as  he  and  I both  very  much  doubted 
his  being  able  to  go  through  the  journey. 
This  was  indeed  a trial  to  me  in  my  deeply 
exercifed  (late  of  mind,  and  gladly  could  I 
have  turned  with  him,  but  could  find  no 
peace  of  mind  in  looking  that  way.  So  on 
6th  day  the  i ft  of  the  5th  month,  he  being  a 
little  mended,  and  feeling  eafy  in  his  mind  to 
go  homeward,  and  I not  daring  to  urge  him 
forward,  we  parted  in  much  brotherly  nearnefs 
and  affe&ion,  having  travelled  together  in  true 
gofpel  love  and  harmony — he  with  a pilot 
or  rather  a guide,  going  for  Alexandria,  and 
I with  another,  rode  to  a place  in  Culpepper 
called  Southland  meeting,  eroding  the  river 
Rapahannock  in  our  way.  This  was  indeed 
a day  of  deep  anguilh  to  my  foul ; I felt  un- 
ufually  difconfolate,  and  could  not  refrain 
from  almoft  exceffive  weeping : my  heart 
feemed  ready  to  break,  for  I was  not  only 
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left  in  a ftrange  land  almoft  without  a fym- 
pathizing  friend,  but  was  inwardly  very  much 
(tripped  ; yet  1 was  favoured  to  be  in  a good 
degree  refigned  under  all,  and  my  cry  was 
fervently  to  the  God  of  all  confolation,  that 
he  would  keep  me  fteadfaftly  given  up  to  do 
and  fufter  whatever  he  in  wifdom  faw  bed 
for  me. 

Next  day  had  a filent  meeting  here,  except 
a few  words  of  information  after  meeting 
broke  up,  or  as  we  parted.  The  day  follow- 
ing, being  the  firft  of  the  week  and  3d  of  the 
5th  month,  I was  at  Caroline  meeting,  filent 
here  alfo,  and  more  painful  and  diftrefling 
than  any  I had  been  at  in  this  journey  before. 
I remembered  the  account  of  Chrift’s  agony, 
his  fweating  as  it  were  drops  of  blood,  and 
crying  out  to  his  heavenly  Father,  * My  God, 
‘ my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  !’f  I 
faw  the  propriety  of  his  pafling  through  this 
trying  fcene  : and  I believed  it  neceffary  for 
me  to  go  through  that  portion  of  lufterings 
affigned  me : and  though  he  paffed  through 
his  for  our  fakes,  he  being  experimentally- 
touched  with  a feeling  of  our  infirmities  and 
fufferings — not  but  that  his  Omnifcience  as 
God  could  fee  and  behold  it  all  without  feel- 
ing it  in  a body  of  flefh  ; but  as  the  brethren 
were  partakers  of  flefh  and  blood,  he  willing- 
ly took  part  of  the  fame,  and  in  all  the  fu(ter- 
ings  incident  to  the  brethren  in  this  life,  and 
therein  to  let  us  an  example  of  faith,  patience 
T 3 and 
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and  perfeverance  through  all ; and  that  he 
might  both  feel  and  manifeft  this  refignation  in 
the  mod  confpicuous  manner  poflible,  he  was 
fo  far  (tripped  as  to  feel  as  if  he  was  forfaken; 
yet  even  in  this  extremity,  though  as  man, 
he  was  ready  to  wi(h  the  cup  to  pafs  from 
him,  yet  he  centered  in — -*  not  my  will,  but 
* thine  be  done.’}  I faw  that  there  was  no 
way  for  me  to  get  rightly  along,  but  through 
the  like  fubmiflion:  and  this  afternoon  every 
painful  impreflion  was  removed,  and  the  light 
of  life  fhined  into  my  foul  with  unclouded 
clearnefs  ; I was  fet  at  liberty,  and  judgment 
was  indeed  brought  forth  unto  victory. 

Second-day  4th.  Had  a meeting  at  Ce- 
dar Creek — not  painful,  nor  yet  had  I much 
enjoyment ; but  was  quite  (hut  up  as  to  words 
in  the  ininiftry  ; yet  had  an  engagement  to 
inform  the  people,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
meeting,  of  the  forrow  I often  had  felt,  on 
account  of  the  grofs  darknefs  which  yet  pre- 
vails in  regard  to  what  is  called  preaching  the 
gofpel,  many  engaging  therein  without  divine 
authority  and  influence,  who  confequently 
'cannot  projit  the  people. 

Third-day  5th.  Had  a meeting  at  Genito, 
and  one  next  day  at  Richmond,  among  peo- 
ple moftly  not  of  our  fociety ; thefe  were 
both  blefied  meetings  ; Truth’s  doctrines 
were  largely  opened  to  my  relief,  and  I trufl: 
to  the  refrelhment  of  divers  others. — 5th-day 
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7th,  had  a meeting  at  the  fwamp,  and  one 
next  day  at  Black-Creek,  another  the  day  fol- 
lowing at  Curies — all  dull  and  almoft  lifelefs; 
yet  I laboured  a little  in  the  miniftry  in  all  of 
them  in  a low  deprelfed  manner,  and  in  the 
laft,  though  dull  in  the  fore  part,  yet  through 
an  honeft  attention,  in  iGwlinefs  and  delibe- 
ration, to  a fmall  motion,  I found  much  re- 
lief. Blefled  be  the  Lord  who  kept  me  hum- 
ble, and  careful  in  utterance.  For  I am  well 
fatisfied,  that  if  I had  prefumed  with  fo  fmall 
a motion  to  have  rifen  into  much  llrength  of 
utterance  haftily,  1 Ihould  have  dried  up  that 
little  fpring  of  life  which  I felt,  and  fo  run 
into  a flow  of  words,  to  my  own  forrow  in 
the  end,  and  to  the  preventing  that  benefit 
which  I hope  fome  received.  And  here  I have 
feen  that  many,  who  have  a real  gift  in  the 
miniftry,  do  fometimes  greatly  hurt  them- 
felves,  their  fervices  and  the  people,  for  not 
lying  low  enough,  nor  taking  care  enough, 
to  find  the  fafe  ftepping  {tones,  from  ftep  to 
ftep,  they  run  out  of  the  little,  though  lively 
gift,  into  an  hafty  elevation  of  words ; not 
indeed  without  very  confiderable  degree  of 
warmth  and  animation. 

Firft-day  10th.  I was  at  Wayne-Oak  meet- 
ing, it  was  dull ; yet  I did  near  the  clofe 
fay  fomething  by  way  of  miniftry,  which  af- 
forded me  a little  relief.  I was  hereby  renew- 
edly  afiured  that  the  gofpel  cannot  be  preach- 
ed, but  when  the  Lord  opens  the  real  fpring 
of  life  in  the  preacher.  I rode  after  this 
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meeting  ten  miles  towards  another  meeting- 
place,  expelling  to  go  on  thither  next  day  in 
order  for  a meeting  ; but  my  way  feemed  fo 
fhut  up  next  morning,  that  I durd  not  pro- 
ceed ; and  withal  was  almolt  too  much  unwell 
to  continue  riding  •,  yet  had  the  way  been 
open,  I believe  I fhould  have  gone  forward  ; 
but  believing  it  unfafe,  both  for  myfelf  and 
Friends,  to  appoint  meetings  without  a fenfe 
of  Truth’s  direction  and  affiftance,  I returned 
to  my  friend  John  Crew’s  at  Wayne-Oak. 

On  fecond-day  I was  reduced  to  a very 
deditute  condition,  wherein  all  my  former 
experience  feemed  to  afford  little  or  no  fatif- 
faftion.  This  feafon  of  dripping  had  been 
coming  upon  me  for  feveral  days,  and  con- 
tinued for  feme  time  after.  But  I have  not 
the  lead  expectation  of  being  able,  by  words 
or  writing,  ever  to  convey  a clear  and  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  darknefs,  defolation  and  dif- 
trefs  attending  this  aifpenfation,  to  any  who 
have  not  in  degree  experienced  it:  thole  who 
have  may,  if  they  fhould  read  thefe  lines 
when  I am  in  another  date  of  exidence,  feel 
a lively  fenfibility  hereof — feel  as  one  a little 
before  them  has  felt,  deeply  abafed,  exercifed 
and  heavy  laden  ; like  to  what  their  poor 
fouls  may  have  yet  for  a feafon  at  times  to 
groan  under — and  if  it  pleafe  God  to  blefs 
this  prefent  relation  to  the  benefit  of  any  of 
his  drooping  children,  I grudge  not  my  hav- 
ing paffed  through  the  fore  confii6t,  nor  my 
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pains  in  preferving  thefe  memoirs  of  my 
exercifed  life. 

Third-day  12th — I attended  the  week-day 
meeting  of  Friends  here  at  Wayne-Oak  as  it 
came  in  courfe — it  was  very  fmall — I was 
much  ftripped,  nor  had  I ability  to  fay  any 
thing  in  the  meeting  until  near  the  clofe  of 
it,  feeling  to  myfelf  one  of  the  moft  unworthy 
creatures  ; yet  after  all  this  I was  made  to 
rejoice,  and  for  this  very  abafement  and  re- 
duction of  mind  ; and  this  rejoicing  increaf- 
ed  until  I had  to  exprefs  a little  of  it  in  the 
meeting,  much  to  the  tendering  a few  bro- 
ken-hearted friends  prelent,  though  I could 
not  rife  into  more  life  than  juft  in  weaknefs 
to  utter  a few  exprefiions  ; yet  therewith  felt 
eafy;  but  concluded,  as  I had  the  day  before, 
that  if  way  did  not  open  with  more  clearnefs 
for  the  continuance  of  my  journey  after  the 
yearly  meeting  then  foon  coming  on  at  this 
place,  I might  return  home  ; fully  believing 
that  he  who  called  me  forth  into  his  fervice  in 
this  land,  would  open  the  way  with  clearnefs 
to  proceed  fo  far  as  his  will  was  for  me  to  go  ; 
and  that  as  he  would  not  withhold  the  necef- 
fary  openings,  I might  fafely,  after  waiting  a 
proper  time  without  obtaining  any  manifef- 
tations  to  the  contrary,  return  to  my  family; 
yet  remained  given  up  to  go  forward  if  he 
{hould  open  the  way  for  it. 

Fifth-day  14th,  in  filence  and  inward  po- 
verty I attended  the  feleCf  quarterly  meeting 
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of  minifters  and  elders  at  White-oak  Swamp 
and  next  day  the  publick  quarterly  meeting 
here ; out  of  weaknefs  I was  made  ftrong. 
and  many  with  my  own  foul  rejoiced  in  the 
Lord. — yth-day  16th,  began  the  feleft  yearly 
meeting,  and  this  day  was  held  the  meeting 
for  fufferings  alfo.  Next  day  two  large  meet- 
ings for  worlhip,  and  one  the  day  following; 
then  the  church  difcipline  in  the  afternoon, 
and  by  adjournments  until  4th-day  the  20th. 
The  meetings  for  worlhip  were  livingly  fa- 
voured times  ; thofe  for  difcipline,  for  want 
of  deep  dwelling  in  the  life,  and  more  en- 
gagement for  good  order,  were  not  fo  lively, 
yet  Truth  owned  the  faithful  labours  of  a 
remnant,  and  life  fprang  up  at  times  to  their 
refrelhment.  The  meeting  for  fufferings  was 
alfo  favoured  : it  appeared  that  the  members 
thereof  had  been,  and  wuth  fome  fuccefs,  en- 
gaged in  fupport  of  the  rights  of  the  injured 
Africans,  at  which  my  foul  rejoiced  ; for 
many  of  them  groan  in  cruel  bondage  in  this 
land.  But  I believe  the  Lord  will  more  and 
more  arife  for  their  deliverance,  and  work 
their  emancipation  ; and  that  through  judg- 
ments poured  out  upon  their  opprelfors,  if 
the  hard  hearts  of  thofe  who  make  them 
groan  are  not  foftened  by  milder  means.  I 
ufed  among  Friends  here  a plain,  honed,  gof- 
pel  freedom,  which  gave  me  great  relief,  and 
tendered  many  of  their  hearts.  So  after  Ap- 
plication and  thankfgiving  to  God,  this  year- 
ly meeting  concluded  under  a frefh  fenfe  of 
his  divine  goodnefs. 
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Fifth-day  21ft — Had  a meeting  here  with 
the  negroes,  and  though  filent  myfelf,  yet  my 
dear  friend  John  Lloyd,  from  Pennfylvania, 
had  good  fervice  therein.  Next  day  we  had 
a meeting  at  Tyrees,  wherein  I was  clofed 
up,  but  my  friend  had  a pretty  open  time. — 
yth-day  23d,  was  at  Skemins ; and  firft-day 
24th,  we  had  a fmall  meeting  at  Williamf- 
burgh,  a town  where  no  Friends  live.  I had 
iittle  to  fay  in  thefe  meetings.  It  is  to  the 
poor  the  gofpel  is  preached— even  Jefus  did  not 
many  mighty  works  in  fome  places  becaufe 
of  their  unbelief.  It  remains  true  to  this  day, 
that  unbelief  and  hardnefs  of  heart  Ihuts  out 
the  gofpel,  or  prevents  a free  entrance  thereof 
among  fuch  as  have  not  a fenfe  of  their  own 
neceflities,  but  think  themfelves  rich,  full, 
and  to  have  need  of  nothing — for  the  word 
preached  cannot  profit  unlefs  it  be  mixed 
with  faith  in  them  that  hear  it.  No  wonder 
therefore  that  thofe  who  run  when  the  Lord 
hath  not  fent  them,  and  continue  preaching 
to  the  people  without  feeling,  or  evidently 
finding  a door  of  entrance  into  their  hearts, 
do  not  profit  them  by  all  their  long,  laborious 
and  creaturely  exercifes  among  them — for 
nothing  gathers  to  God  but  what  proceeds 
from  him. 

On  fecond-day  the  25th,  we  had  a meeting 
among  the  metnodifts  at  New-Kent.  J.  L.  had 
a little  tefiimony  among  them  ; I was  quite 
lhut  up  ; yet  after  meeting  broke  up  I endea- 
voured to  imprefs  them  with  a fenfe  of  the 
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utter  ufeleffnefs  of  all  preaching,  howevei 
much  it  may  warm  and  move  upon  the  paf 
fions,  except  that  which  is  from  a real  fpring 
of  divine  life  in  the  fpeaker. — 3d-day  2,6th. 
went  to  Wayne-Oak,  and  5th-day  28th,  j 
attended  Curies  meeting ; it  feemed  almoft 
without  light  or  life  until  the  latter  part, 
when  a gleam  of  true  light  appeared  ; by 
keeping  to  which,  though  in  great  weaknefs, 
victory  was  obtained,  and  the  meeting  ended 
to  comfort  and  rejoicing — though  we  found 
it  for  a long  time  almoft  impoffible  to  fing  a 
fong  of  Sion  in  a land  where  the  harp  was 
hung  on  the  willow!  for  it  was  truly  mourn- 
ful to  fee  the  * city  fit  folitary  that  was  full  of 
c people. Truth  had  once  profpered  here, 
but  now  the  pofterity  of  faithful  friends  were 
nearly  all  carried  away  captive — but  a little 
gleam  of  hope  arofe  in  my  mind  that  there 
would  be  a revival  in  this  place. 

My  way  opening  with  more  clearnefs,  I 
got  along  with  much  fatisfa&ion  and  fulnefs 
of  divine  joy,  having  divers  large  and  blelTed 
meetings — one  at  a Friend’s  houfe  a few  miles 
from  Peterfburgh  over  James  River,  one  at 
Gravelly-Run,  one  at  Burleigh,  and  another 
at  Seacock. — After  that  at  Burleigh,  we  had 
a good  watering  time  in  the  evening,  at  a 
Friend’s  houfe,  among  black  people  and  fome 
others,  befides  a few  Friends.  Truth  reigned 
over  all  in  this  blefled  meeting — the  poor 
negroes  blefling  God  in  accents  befpeaking 
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heart-felt  reverence,  and  deep  thankfulnefs 
of  foul,  for  this  favoured  feafon  ; one  of  them 
in  particular,  faying,  * O may  I ever  blefs  and 
praife  my  great  God,  for  the  great  good  he 
has  this  evening  done  my  foul ! for  the  fweet, 
precious  love  that  I have  felt — I never  felt 
fuch  heavenly  love  before — blefled  for  ever 
1 be  the  great  God  !’ — my  heart  was  much  af- 
fected at  the  feeling  fenfibility  which  this, 
and  feveral  more  of  the  poor  blacks  difcover- 
ed,  in  their  way,  of  returning  thanks  to  God, 
both  in  the  evening,  and  again  next  morn- 
ing ; for  they  feerned  full  of  fongs  of  praife, 
even  in  the  morning,  for  the  evening’s  pre- 
cious favour — may  the  Lord  Almighty  hold 
them  in  his  hand  for  ever,  and  may  ray  foul 
never  forget  the  defcendings  of  heavenly  rain 
upon  and  among  us  at  that  comfortable  fea- 
fon— for  which  his  holy  name  be  praifed  for 
ever.  Amen  ! And  I am  renewedly  confirm- 
ed, that  there  is  a real  work  of  divine  power 
among  many  in  this  land,  both  white  and 
black  j though  yet  much  unfettled — may  they 
be  brought  to  witnefs  a greater  degree  of 
clearnefs  and  eftablifhment  in  the  everlafting 
truth  ! 

After  thefe  we  had  meetings  at  Black-Wa- 
ter, Stanton’s,  Vick’s,  Black-Creek,  John- 
fon’s  and  Summerton — In  the  two  firfl  of 
thefe  I was  filent  ; but  believe  they  were  all 
times  of  renewing  of  ftrength  to  feme  who 
attended  them.  The  doctrines  of  the  gofpel 
were  livingly  proclaimed  in  the  authority  of 
U truth. 
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truth,  dear  John  Lloyd’s  way  being  opened. 
■, — Next  we  had  a glorious  meeting  at  the 
weftcrn  branch  the  9th  of  the  6th  month, 
wherein  there  feemed  to  be  no  lack  of  open- 
nefs,  power  and  utterance  ; many  were  deep, 
ly  affe&ed,  bowed  and  tendered — bleffed  be 
the  Lord  for  ever! — 10th,  We  had  two  dull 
meetings  at  Bennet’s  creek,  J.  L.  in  the  firft, 
and  I in  the  laft  got  fome  relief,  through  a 
little  honeft  labour  in  great  weaknefs  among 
them. — 5th-day  i ith,  we  had  a {Lengthening 
and  refrefhing  meeting  at  the  widow  Bufkins, 
where  a meeting  is  held  once  a month.  I had 
a good  open  time — the  doftrines  of  the  gofpel 
were  largely  opened,  with  ftrength  and  clear- 
nefs,  to  the  tendering  of  many  minds. 

6th,  7th  and  ift  days,  we  had  meetings 
at  Norfolk,  Portfmouth  and  Suffolk,  places 
where  no  Friends  live,  except  one  fmall  fa- 
mily, and  a young  man  in  Suffolk — the  firft 
and  laft  of  thefe  meetings  were  held  at  the 
court-houfes  ; that  at  Portfmouth  in  an  upper 
room  in  the  market-houfe.  The  people  at 
Norfolk  behaved  undevoutly  at  meeting,  kept 
running  out,  talking,  whifpering,  laughing, 
gazing  about,  &c.  1 reproved  them  for  their 
incivility,  telling  them,  that  the  molt  mourn- 
ful consideration  of  my  mind  refpe&ing  their 
behaviour,  was  the  great  inexperience  of  the 
realities  of  religion,  and  the  great  unac- 
quaintance with  the  nature  and  importance 
of  divine  worlhip,  which  their  conduct  had 
Sorrowfully  manifefted  ; and  fo  enlarging  a 
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little  upon  the  fubjett  of  worfhip  ; and  that 
God,  even  a prefent  God,  is  the  object  there- 
of, and  not  any  man — that  God,  to  be 
worfhipped  aright,  muff  be  felt  after , known 
and  reverenced  ; with  a little  more  on  fome 
other  fubje&s.  We  left  them  with  heavy 
hearts,  finding  very  little  open  door  of  utter- 
ance, becaufe  there  was  fcarce  any  door  of 
entrance  into  their  hearts,  except  in  a few ; 
and  yet  I had  a fecret  hope,  and  fome  belief, 
that  that  day’s  work  would  not  be  altogether 
in  vain. 

The  meetings  at  Portfmouth  and  Suffolk 
were  heavenly  watering  feafons,  wherein 
Truth  reigned  over  all.  Many  minds  were 
much  reached  and  tendered,  and  a general 
folemnity  was  very  prevalent.  The  Lord  has 
a vifited  feed  in  this  land  up  and  down  in 
many  places.  O that  they  may  come  to 
know  a greater  (lability  and  fettlement.  Af- 
ter the  meeting  at  Suffolk  on  firft-day,  we 
had  a parting  opportunity  with  many  Friends, 
who  attended  from  different  parts  of  the 
country  around.  This  was  a mod  melting 
and  reviving  feafon.  The  everlafting  Arm 
was  marvellouily  magnified  and  made  bare ! 
the  holy  name  was  livingly  exalted  and 
praifed  ; the  fouls  of  the  mourners  were  emi- 
nently comforted  ; and  the  lukewarm  power- 
fully warned — bleffed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord  for  ever  and  ever,  for  his  goodnefs  to 
my  poor  foul  at  this  precious  feafon — may  I 
never  forget  that  fulnefs  of  divine  light  and 
U 2 life. 
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life,  that  overflowing  cup  of  fweetnefs  and 
confolation,  wherewith  he  enriched  my  mind 
in  that  ever  memorable  day. 

After  this  heavenly  banquet,  I parted  with 
my  dear  friend  John  Lloyd,  who  had  for 
feveral  weeks  been  agreeably  my  companion, 
and  with  the  reft  of  my  friends  of  Virginia 
now  prefent,  and  fet  out  for  North-Carolina, 
accompanied  by  Robert  Jordan  and  wife, 
where  I arrived  next  day  at  the  houfe  of  our 
kind  friend  Thomas  Newbey.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  fix  following  days,  I had  or  was  at 
eight  meetings  in  Perquimons  and  Pafcotank 
counties,  at  Friends  meeting. houfes,  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  gd-day,  16th  of  the  month,  at  that 
called  Wellies  meeting-houfe — 4th-day,  Old- 
Neck — and  in  the  afternoon  at  Sutton’s 
Creek. — 5ih-day,  at  Little  River.-— 6th-day, 
at  New-begun  Creek — and  in  the  afternoon 
at  the  Narrows  of  Pafcotank. — yth-day, 
monthly  meeting  at  Simmons’s  Creek — and 
lft-day,  at  the  Piney-Woods. — Thefe  were  all 
favoured  open  feafons,  except  that  at  Sutton’s 
Creek,  and  that  at  the  Narrows;  in  both 
which  I was  quite  fhut  up,  fave  in  that  at  the 
Narrows  1 did  exprefs  a few  words  at  the 
breaking  up  of  the  meeting,  refpeding  the 
nature  of  gofpel  miniftry;  as  that  it  never  was 
in  man’s  power,  merely  as  man,  to  preach 
the  gofpel,  &c.  Oh!  how  I then  mourned, 
and  often  have  mourned,  to  fee  the  eager 
expe&ations  of  the  people  fo  widely  mif- 
placed  on  the  creature  inftead  of  the  Creator: 
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ind  this  is  undeniably  the  cafe  with  all  who 
rxpeft  man  to  preach  to  them  without  divine 
afliitance  ; for  man  is  but  the  creature,  and 
inlefs  immediately  filled  and  qualified  with 
fivine  light,  life  and  power,  is  as  dellitute  of 
my  ability  livingly  and  profitably  to  preach 
hat  gofpel  which  is  the  real  power  of  God 
into  falvation,  as  he  is  of  power  to  caufe  the 
nitward  rain  to  defcend  from  heaven. 

In  feveral  of  the  foregoing  meetings  Truth 
■minently  favoured  us  together — the  gofpel 
vas  preached  in  the  life  and  authority  there- 
>f — many  minds  were  llrengthened  and  en- 
ouraged,  and  the  great  name  was  magnified 
ind  praifea. — After  this  I went  to  Rich- 
quare,  and  on  qth-day  the  24th,  was  at  their 
neeting  there,  where  Truth  opened  the  way 
vith  ftrength  and  clearncfs  to  edification  and 
ejoicing. — Next  day  went  to  Jack  Swamp, 
md  being  joined  by  my  dear  friend  James 
..add,  from  Wayne-Oak  in  Virginia,  who 
■ame  with  a certificate  to  accompany  me  a 
.vhile  in  this  journey,  we  had  a meeting  on 
ith-day  at  this  place — it  was  an  open,  good 
ime,  Truth  was  freely  declared,  and  many 
ninds  reached  and  tendered. — yth-day  27th, 
ve  had  a blefied  meeting  at  Hallifax,  a final! 
own  where  there  are  none  of  our  fociety. 
fhe  gofpel  power  was  eminently  felt,  and, 
n the  evidence  and  demonftration  thereof, 
he  free  grace  of  God  to  all  men,  the  neceffity 
)f  working  out  our  own  falvation  through 
he  affiliance  thereof,  and  feveral  other  im- 
U 3 portant 
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portant  gofpel  truths  were  livingly  and  largeh 
opened. — Next  day  we  had  a meeting  ai 
Stony-Creek,  or  Tar-River,  as  it  is  fometime; 
called. — From  thence  we  rode  to  Contentney, 
and,  firfl:  of  7th  mo.  attended  the  preparative 
meeting  of  Friends  there — a dull  time  it  was, 
and  but  little  opennefs  for  gofpel  communi- 
cation. After  meeting,  and  the  two  next 
days,  we  rode  to  a place  called  Core-found ; 
and,  on  7th-day,  attended  a monthly  meeting 
there — it  was  a low  time,  yet  way  opened  for 
Truth’s  teftimony  to  be  in  fome  degree  exalt- 
ed. Next  day  we  were  at  their  feleft  and 
publick  meeting — the  publick  meeting  was 
eminently  overfhadowed  with  divine  favour, 
and  made  to  be  a time  of  blefled  vifitation  to 
many  fouls — praifed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

Second-day  6th — We  had  an  exercifing 
meeting  at  Clubfoot-Creek — there  was  fome 
opennefs,  fo  that  confiderable  labour  was  be- 
llowed, but  not  to  much  relief  or  fatisfa&ion 
of  our  minds — which  was  pretty  much  the 
cafe  next  day  alfo,  at  a meeting  we  had.at 
Newburn.  In  this  town  there  are  no  Friends, 
and  the  people’s  minds  very  light  and  unftay- 
ed,  that  it  was  painful  to  behold  the  airinefs 
and  irreverence  which  prevailed  in  too  many. 
They  got  a gentle  reproof,  and  we  left  them 
in  forrow  as  to  our  minds,  though  but  little 
or  no  true  forrow  appeared  in  them. 

Fourth-day  8th — We  had  a very  heavenly 
meeting  at  Friends  meeting-place  on  Trent — 

and 
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and  another  next  day  about  twenty  miles  fur- 
ther up  the  river  Trent,  at  a place  where  a 
meeting  was  lately  fettled.  Friends  appeared 
pretty  well  engaged  at  thefe  two  places,  and  1 
hope  an  increafe  will  be  witneffed  among 
them. — yth-day  1 ith,  we  attended  the  month- 
ly meeting  at  Contentney — a trying  time  it 
was  to  my  mind;  but  way  opened,  after  long 
fuffering  in  lilence,  to  clear  my  mind  in  fome 
good  degree.  Next  day  we  were  at  the  firft- 
day  meeting  at  the  fame  place — filent — 3d, 
4th  and  5th  days,  we  were  at  meetings  at 
Nues,  Bear-Creek  and  Turner’s  Swamp — all 
trying  times.  In  the  firft,  the  weight  I felt 
feemed  almoft  infupportable,  but  at  length 
way  opened,  and  an  extraordinary  time  we 
had;  divers  dates  were  remarkably  opened 
and  fpoken  to  in  Truth’s  fearching  authority, 
and  yet  with  that  fympathetic,  perfuafive 
energy,  that  it  made  way  into  almoft  every 
heart.  It  was  a tendering  time,  but,  alas!  the 
next  day  was  a time  of  difficulty,  as  well  as 
diftrcfs,  and  no  way  opened  to  get  much  re- 
lief by  communication,  though  I could  not 
well  avoid  dropping  fome  clofe  expreffions  or 
alarming  hints,  but  I faw  little  or  no  profpect 
of  much  advantage  from  them  to  thofe  to 
whom  they  belonged:  they  feemed  like  thofe 
who  had  ears  to  hear,  but  heard  not,  or  as 
if  they  had  ffiut  their  ears,  and  hardened 
their  hearts.  I felt  for  them  with  a heart  full 
of  forrow.  The  laft  meeting  was  more  com- 
fortable, though  I was  quite  fhut  up.  My 
dear  friend  James  Ladd  bore  a lively  well- 

adapted 


adapted  tettimony,  in  which  I rejoiced,  and 
found  relief  of  mind. 

Sixth-day,  I retted  at  my  friend  Ben- 
jamin Arnold’s,  being  unwell.  He  and  his 
wife  were  very  kind,  both  being  well-en- 
gaged Friends  : the  fruits  of  whofe  godly 
parental  care  and  authority  very  plain- 
ly and  agreeably  appeared  in  the  behaviour 
and  appearance  of  their  well-ordered  off- 
fpring.  Oh,  much  lies  at  parents  doors  1 
much  may  they  do,  through  divine  aid,  for 
their  children’s  good,  by  proper,  conftant 
care,  watchfulnefs,  advice,  reproof,  reftraint, 
correction  and  commands;  all  in  Truth’s  au- 
thority, as.  occatton  requires  ; and  that  not 
generally  fo  much  in  the  aufterity  and  rigour 
of  compulfory  difcipline,  as  in  the  meeknefs 
and  authority  of  the  Lamb,  which  feldom 
fails  of  reaching  the  witneis  in  their  minds, 
and  more  or  lei's  to  bring  them  under  the 
government  of  Truth.  O that  many,  very 
many  parents,  now  too  much  at  eafe,  may  be 
arouied  to  a due  confideration  of  the  trull 
repofed  in  them,  and  fee  to  the  difcharge  of 
their  duty  to  the  precious  fouls  under  their 
care.  Oh,  fee  to  it,  parents,  I befeech  you, 
for  your  own  and  their  precious  fouls  fakes ! 
fee  to  it  in  feafon,  and  unremittingly ; great 
is  the  care  that  is  neceflary,  conttant  the 
watch  that  ought  to  be  maintained.  Thefe 
remarks  arofe  not  wholly  from  the  agreeable 
profpedts  I had  in  and  of  this  family,  but 
have  been  on  my  mind  for  Tome  time,  under' 
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a deep  and  painful  fenfe  of  deficiency  of  care 
among  parents  very  generally.  However,  I 
rejoice  in  believing,  that  notwithftanding  the 
fo  general  negiedt,  there  are  many  deeply 
exercifed  parents  who  endeavour  honeflly  to 
difcharge  their  duty  in  the  fight  of  God,  and 
I have  no  doubt  but  they  will  have  a rich 
reward,  and  many  of  the  dear  youth  will  be 
greatly  benefited  thereby — that  thefe  may  be 
encouraged,  and  their  number  greatly  in- 
creafed,  is  the  fervent  wilh  and  prayer  of 
my  foul. 

7th-day  1 8th.  We  were  at  thefeledt  quar- 
terly meeting  at  Contentney — next  day  at  the 
publick  meeting  there — and  were  fhut  up  in 
filence  in  both,  except  a few  words  in  great 
deprelfion  in  the  feledt  meeting. — On  2<d-day 
came  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing ; we  were  ftiil  lhut  up  in  filence,  until 
near  the  clofe  of  the  bufinefs,  when  my  way 
unexpectedly  opened  in  a great  degree  to 
clear  my  mind  among  them — though  I had 
an  opening  in  the  beginning  of  this  fitting, 
and  ftood  up  in  the  opening,  expecting  to 
have  had  utterance  therein  ; but  as  I careful- 
ly attended  to  the  fpring  and  word  of  life,  I 
found  the  brightnefs  of  the  opening  gradual- 
ly faded,  until  all  was  gone — -fo  I fat  down 
without  uttering  a word,  after  having  flood 
as  a gazing- ftock  among  them  perhaps  feveral 
minutes.  I trull  fome  real  benefit  refulted 
therefrom,  to  fome  who  were  too  near  always 
ready,  as  well  as  to  my  own  foul,  in  keeping 
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me  fubje&ly  given  up  to  follow  faithfuls, 
however  greatly  in  the  crofs,  the  motioj. 
openings  and  (huttings  of  life. — After  this  e 
fet  out  for  Eno,  it  being  two  days  ride,  lr 
fides  what  we  rode  this  afternoon. 

Fifth-day  23d.  We  had  a good  open  met- 
ing there,  and  another  on  7th-day  at  Spriij 
meeting — this  was  painfully  exercifing,  undr 
a fenfe  of  backfliding  in  too  many  ; but  Trut 
at  lafl  reigned  over  all,  to  the  melting  of  ml 
ny  hearts  ! — Next  day  at  Cane-Creek — heig 
again  we  were  filled  with  mourning  and  he  i 
vinefs,  under  a fenfe  of  unfaithfulnefs,  ani 
confequent  dwarfifhnefs  ; but,  after  long  11 
lence,  divine  wifdom  opened  the  way  ! Jul 
as  I was  thinking  it  near  time  to  conclude 
the  meeting  ; and  in  a clofe,  fliort,  livell 
manner,  we  were  enabled  to  place  the  bull 
then  of  our  exercife  where  it  belonged,  an  s 
fo  came  away  rejoicing  in  God.  On  the  foul 
following  days  we  had  four  bleffed  meetings  ai: 
Rocky-River,  Nathan  Dixon’s,  Piney-Grovel 
and  Holly-Spring.  Truth  triumphed  in  thefil 
meetings — its  do&rines  flowed  like  oil  ! the] 
univerfality  and  entire  fufficiency  of  God’.1 
grace  for  the  falvation  of  all,  if  attended  to.! 
was  opened  and  declared  with  divine  autho- 
rity ; and  many  minds  imprefled  therewith. 
— Oh  my  God  i thou  had  given  me  to  fee 
the  wonders  of  thy  ways,  in  degree,  and  the 
ftrength  of  thine  Arm ! thou  haft  led  me 
through  the  deeps  ! haft  bowed  my  foul  in  the 
deepeft  proftration  ! dripped  me  and  emptied 
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me  of  all  things,  and  then  marvelio 
played,  both  thy  wifdom,  thy  goodne 
thy  power  ! In  lifting  me  up  again  froi 
dull,  thou  haft  given  me  indeed,  ‘ beauty 
« alhes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  t 
* garment  of  praife,  for  the  fpirit  of  hea'J 
‘ nefs.’* — Thou  art  my  God,  and  through 
thy  aid  I will  lerve  thee  for  ever — be  thou 
with  me — go  before  me,  and  I will  follow 
thee — for  in  thy  prefence  there  is  life — at  thy 
right  hand  a river  of  pleafure — therefore  to 
whom  could  I wifh  to  go,  feeing  I know,  to 
my  inexpreffible  confolation,  that  thou  haft 
the  words  of  eternal  life  ? — Thou  haft  graci- 
oufly  redeemed  my  foul,  and  delivered  me  as 
it  were  from  the  den  of  lions — to  thee,  and 
to  thy  fervice,  I therefore  once  more  dedicate 
the  remainder  of  my  days — draw  rne  and  I 
will  run  after  thee — command  me,  and  I will 
obey. — I fear  to  offend  thee,  for  thou  haft 
Ihewn  me  thy  purity — I adore  thee,  for  thou 
haft  wrought  wonders  for  my  foul. — I love 
thee,  for  thou  art  my  life. — Hold  me  fall,  O 
Lord  for  ever — keep  my  heart  clean,  by  the 
word  of  thy  power,  and  never,  O never,  I 
pray  thee,  fuffer  my  foot  to  Hide  ! continue 
to  fill  me  with  the  joy  of  thy  falvation,  fince 
thou  haft  fo  continually  {hewn  it  unto  me — 
Take  not  thy  holy  fpirit  from  me — guide  me 
by  the  right  hand  of  thy  power — continue  to 
my  foul,  the  quickening  efficacy  of  the  live 
coal  from  thine  altar  ; then  will  I,  at  thy  bid- 
ding, teach  tranfgreffors  thy  way,  and  Tinners, 

through 
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uie  operation  of  thy  baptizing  fpirit, 
converted  to  thee — Even  fo,  O Lord, 
i thou  thy  great  work  in  the  earth — 
w thoufands  by  the  cords  of  thy  love,  and 
is  of  thoufands  by  a clear  difcovery  of,  and 
living  defire  after,  a full  eftablifhment  in 
the  beauty  of  holinefs — till  the  nations  come 
to  ferve  thee,  and  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth 
to  bow  before  thy  throne — till  righteoul'nefs 
cover  the  earth  as  waters  do  the  fea — and 
light  and  life  reign  triumphant  over  death 
and  darknefs;  for  ever.  Amen  ! 


yth-day,  i ft  of  8th  mo.  we  attended  the 
monthly  meeting  at  Cane  Creek,  and  next 
day  the  publick  firft-day  meeting  there,  and 
their  felect  meeting — all  thefe  were  times  of 
favour  and  divine  opennefs.  The  five  fol- 
lowing days  we  had  meetings  at  Sandy  Creek, 
Providence,  Center,  Back-Creek,  and  Marl- 
borough— the  firft  was  a dull  meeting  until 
near  the  clofe,  when  life  broke  through  all 
oppofition,  fo  that  the  meeting  ended  to  folid 
fatisfa&ion — The  next  meeting  was  alfo  dull, 
— the  three  laft  were  open  favoured  times  of 
refrelhment  to  many.  After  thefe  meetings 
we  attended,  on  yth-day,  the  8th  of  the  8th 
month,  the  felect  quarterly  meeting  at  Cen- 
ter ; and  an  open  inftrudtive  feafon  it  was, 
as  was  the  large  publick  meeting  on  firft-day; 
Truth’s  do&rines  flowed  like  oil,  and  things 
were  opened  in  divine  authority  in  both 
meetings,  I truft  fuitably  to  the  ftate  of  each. 
L^ext  day  the  publick  meeting  was  very  large, 
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(till  and  folemn,  and  Truth  favoured  our 
fouls  with  a baptizing  and  refrefhing  time 
together. — On  3d-day  11th,  we  had  a good 
meeting,  open,  and  powerfully  tendering  to 
the  minds  of  the  people  in  general,  at  the 
widow  Hoover’s,  a member  of  our  fociety — 
Truth  reigned  powerfully  over  all — blefled  be 
the  holy  name  of  the  Lord  for  ever. 

On  Fifth-day  13th,  we  had  a meeting  at 
Chatham  court-houfe  ; but  it  being  court- 
time, we  could  not  get  the  court-houfe  until 
between  three  and  four  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon, by  which  time  too  many  of  the  people 
appeared  to  be  fo  affeded  with  ftrong  drink, 
as  to  leave  little  room  in  their  minds  to  be 
feriouily  affeded  with  any  thing  of  a religious 
nature  ; fo  that  we  had  a painful,  dull  time 
among  them — however,  fome  were  attentive 
and  ftrove  to  quiet  the  reft ; and  way  did 
open,  after  a clofe  exercife,  for  a little  com- 
munication, to  fome  folid  fatisfadion;  but 
our  caufe  for  mourning  over  them,  feemed 
much  greater  than  our  caufe  for  joy. — ift-day 
16th,  we  had  a dull  diltrefling  meeting  at  a 
Friend’s  houfe  between  Chatham  and  Peedee; 
we  were  {hut  up  in  filenoe. — Next  day  the 
2d  of  the  week  and  17th  of  the  month,  we 
had  a heavenly,  open  meeting  at  Peedee — - 
blefled  be  the  Lord  who  helped  us  ! — On  5th- 
day  20th,  we  had  a very  fmall,  yet  precious 
meeting  at  Camden,  South-Caroiina,  where 
no  member  of  our  fociety  liveth,  except  one 
Very  ancient  woman  ; though  once  there  was 
X a fettled 
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a fettled  meeting  of  Friends  there — this  wat 
a watering  time  to  a few  fmcere  hearted 
whom  my  foul  loved  ; and  an  awakening, 
and  in  fome  degree  convincing  time,  to  fome 
who  were  too  much  hardened  in  fin,  and  un- 
acquainted with  that  light  and  power  which 
is  the  authority  of  our  meetings  and  miniftry: 
this  they  now  felt,  fo  that  divers  were  con- 
ft  rained  to  acknowledge,  and  bear  teftimony 
thereto,  in  their  converfation  with  one  ano- 
ther.— And  I am  on  this  occafion  renewed ly 
confirmed  in  a fentiinent  1 have  long  been 
fettled  in,  that  is,  that  there  never  was,  and 
never  will  be  but  one  true  religion  in  the 
world,  to  wit,  ‘ the  work  of  the  fpirit  of  God 
in  the  fouls  of  mankind  that  fome  of  all 
denominations  have  fomething  of  this  true 
religion,  even  though  fome  of  thefe,  through 
the  prejudice  of  education,  may  difallow  it  in 
profeffion  ; and  that  no  man  has  any  real  re- 
ligion, but  what  he  comes  to  the  knowledge 
and  experience  of  through  the  alone  influence 
of  this  holy  fpirit  of  God.  This  it  is  that 
begins  and  carries  on  the  work — this  it  is, 
that,  by  its  own  divine  influence  operating  in 
the  minds  of  mankind,  reveals  Chrifl:  in  them, 
the  hope  of  glory  ; or  fo  operates  from  time 
time,  on  reading  the  feriptures  or  other  good 
books  ; on  hearing  the  gofpel  preached  ; on 
meditating  on  the  works  of  creation  and  pro- 
vidence ; on  God’s  judgments  in  the  earth  ; 
or  his  dealings  with  themfelves  as  individuals; 
or  whatever  other  occafion,  circumftance  or 
thing,  is  ever  made  a mean  of  conviction  or 
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tonverfion  ; the  holy  fpirit  fo  operates,  I fay 
in  all  thefe  cafes,  as  to  produce  the  happy  ef- 
jfeft — and  without  the  inward  operation  there- 
of, all  thefe  other  opportunities  and  things 
would  be  utterly  in  vain,  as  to  falvation,  and 
never  able  to  produce  the  lead  degree  of  true 
religion,  or  fan&ification  in  the  foul.  So  that, 
though  there  are  many  opinions,  many  creeds, 
profeifions  and  denominations,  and  fome  tru- 
;ly  religious  perfons  in  them  all ; yet  there  is, 
and  can  be  but  one  true  religion  ; all  true  re- 
ligion is  of  one  kind — all  fprings  from  one 
fource. — And  bleffed  and  adored  for  ever  be 
the  Lord,  in  order  that  all  men  may,  if  they 
will,  be  benefited  experimentally  by  this  one 
true  religion,  * the  manifeftation  of  the  fpirit 
is  given  to  every  man  to  profit  withal’* — he 
that  rightly  profits  thereby,  and  continues  fo 
to  do,  will  live  in  the  cxercife  of  the  one  true 
faith  ; will  witnefs  the  one  true  chriftian  bap* 
tifm  ; will  know  and  obey  the  one  living 
Lord  ; will,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  word  and 
deed,  acknowledge  and  call  him  Lord  ; and 
fo  will  be  faved  with  art  everlafting  falvation. 
And  on  the  other  hand,  feeing  a meafure  of 
the  holy  fpirit  is  given  to  every  man  ; feeing 
the  grace  of  God  that  brings  falvation  hath 
appeared  unto  all  men  5 feeing  the  light  and 
life  of  the  holy  word,  which  in  the  beginning 
was  with  God,  and  was  God,  hath  enlighten- 
ed every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world  ; 
and  feeing,  moreover,  C'nrift  Jefus  has  tailed 
death  for  every  man  ; how  lltall  we  efcape  if 
X 2 we  > 
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wcf  neglett  and  rejesft  fo  great  falvation  ? how 
great  mull  be  the  condemnation  of  every  foul, 
thus  highly  favoured,  which  yet  Hands  out 
and  rejefts  the  driving's  of  the  fpirit,  the 
teachings  of  grace,  the  fhinings  and  convic- 
tions of  this  divine  light ! Now  this  light, 
grace,  and  fpirit  of  God,  is  all  one  thing, 
under  different  appellations — it  is  called  fpirit, 
becaufe  it  is  o,uick,  lively  and  operative,  and 
quickens  the  foul  to  a fenfibility  of  its  date 
and  condition— it  is  called  grace,  becaufe  it  is 
the  free  unmerited  gift  of  God— and  is  called 
light,  becaufe  it' makes  manifeft — as,  * vvhatTo- 
ever  doth  make  manifeft  is  light, ’*  faith  the 
feriptures.  And  as  this  grace  or  light  is  at- 
tended tOj  it  will  bring  the  foul  into  a ftate 
of  grace  and  favour  with  God — Well,  there- 
fore, might  the  apoftle,  with  holy  reverence, 
break  forth  in  thefe  expreiiions,  e thanks  be 
unto  God  for  llis  unfpeakable  gift.’f  And  all 
who  obey  the  light  will  be  brought  out  of 
darknefs  into  G-od’s  marvellous  light ; for 
though  the  hearts  of  fallen  men  are  grofsly 
darkened  ; yet  the  light  Ihineth  in  their  dark 
hearts,  and  though  the  darknefs  comprehend 
it  not,  if  it  is  taken  heed  to,  will  Jbine  more 
and  more  to  the  perfect  day  ; even  until  the 
whole  body  be  full  of  light ; but  thofe  who 
rebel  agamjl  the  light , will  grow  darker  and 
darker,  until  they  know  not  the  way  thereof, 
nor  underftand  the  paths  thereof!  and  become 
vain  in  their  imaginations,  and  their  foolilh 
hearts  become  wholly  darkened!  having  lov- 
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ed  darknefs  rather  than  light,  becaufe  their 
deeds  were  evil. 

After  the  meeting  broke  up  at  Camden, 
before  we  went  away,  we  felt  fuch  an  evident 
iftop  in  our  minds  as  to  purful ng  our  journey, 
and  fuch  defires  to  have  another  meeting  at 
Camden,  that  we  found  peace  in  fubmitting 
to  it ; and  in  order  to  procure  the  company 
I of  the  bufy  inhabitants  of  the  place,  we  con- 
cluded to  day  until  firft-day,  and  gave  notice 
accordingly.  Then  riding  to  our  friend  the 
widow  Englifh’s,  we  refted  there  the  next 
day  ; and  the  day  following,  that  is,  7th-day, 
had  an  open  precious  meeting  at  a Baptilt 
meeting-houfe  at  Swift-Creek,  among  Bap- 
tifts  and  Methodifts,  the  Lord  opening  their 
hearts  to  receive  our  teftimony.  The  doc- 
trines of  Truth  were  livingly  declared,  molt 
prefent  were  reached  and  tendered,  and  our 
fouls  relieved — blelfed  be  the  name  of  our 
God,  who  was  eminently  prefent ! 

Next  day  we  attended  the  meeting  we  had 
appointed  at  Camden,  a pretty  many  of  the 
inhabitants  were  prefent,  and  though  it  ap- 
pears that  there  are  not  many  religious  per- 
fons  in  the  town,  yet  it  was  a day  of  precious 
vifitation  to  many  of  their  fouls — a day  to  be 
remembered:  Truth’s  doftrines  were  largely 
and  with  deinonftration  opened  and  declared, 
making  much  imprefiion  on  many  minds. 
Oh,  the  precioufncfs  of  Truth!  the  fufficiency 
of  its  aid,  and  never-failing  victory  when 
X 3 abode 
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abode  in ! Lie  low,  O my  foul,  for  ever ; 
truft  in  the  Lord  ; rely  wholly  on  him ; be 
nothing  without  hint — all  things  in  him  ; be 
faithful  to  him,  and  thou  (halt  never  be  con- 
founded. He  is  a ftrong  rock — an  impregna- 
ble fortrefs!  a fword!  a fhield!  yea,  all  things 
necelfary  to  thofe  who  faithfully  truft  in  him 
— who  abide  in  the  faith  and  patience  of  the 
faints. — He  has  loved  me  freely,  wrought 
wonders  for  my  foul,  made  bare  his  Arm  for 
my  deliverance,  forgiven  mine  offences,  and 
carried  me  through  manifold  trials,  conflicts- 
and  afflictions  y and  is  now  leading  me  about, 
inftructing  me,  reducing  me  again  and  again 
to  the  loi's  of  all  things,  and  filling  my  foul 
with  the  fat  things,  the  rich  dainties  of  his 
own  houfe ! and  putting  into  my  heart  and 
mouth  the  fongs  of  praife  and  hallelujahs! 
Lord,  the  defire  of  my  foul  is  unto  thee.  Oh, 
be  thou  pleafed  to  exercife  thy  rod  and  thy 
ftaff,  yea,  all  thy  good  pleafure  in  me,  until 
all  within  me  bows  to  thy  righteous  fceptre, 
and  every  motion  of  my  mind  and  of  my  body 
is  in  conformity  to  thy  holy  will  manifefted  in 
me.  Therefore  go  on,  O my  mod  merciful 
God,  if  it  be  thy  holy  will,  not  letting  thine 
eye  pity,  nor  thy  hand  fpare,  until  thou  haft 
thoroughly  cleanfed  the  floor  of  my  heart — 
until  the  precious  feed  be  gathered  into  thy 
garner — until  the  chaff  be  burnt  up  by  the 
baptifinal  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  and 
fire — and  finally,  until  my  foul  becomes  a fit 
temple  for  thy  holy  prefence,  unrivalled  and 
uninterrupted,  to  dwell  in.  Make  me  a 
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pillar  in  thy  holy  temple,  that  (hall go  no  more 
out  for  ever ; but,  abiding  therein,  be  en- 
gaged in  the  depth  of  humility  and  profound 
reverence  to  return  all  the  praife  to  thee,  who, 
wich  thy  Son  the  Lamb,  through  the  eternal 
Spirit,  art  worthy  of  all  honour,  adoration 
and  glory,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

We  lodged  again  after  this  meeting,  at  our 
faid  friend  the  widow  Engl  ilh’s ; and  next  day, 
the  24th,  took  our  journey  for  Charlefton, 
where  we  arrived  the  26th  of  8th  month, 
it  being  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  ; and 
on  6th-day  the  28th,  we  had  a good  little 
meeting  at  Friends  meeting-houfe  with  the 
few  Friends  in  the  city,  and  a few  others  that 
came  in,  and  were  tender.  Next  day  we  had 
a large  meeting  at  the  Methodifts  meeting- 
houfe  ; many  Methodifts,  fome  Baptifts, 
and  others  attending ; but  it  was  rather  a. 
dull  time,  and,  not  feeling  our  minds  clear, 
we  concluded  to  have  another  meeting  there 
on  firft-day  afternoon. — In  the  forenoon  on 
firft-day,  we  had  a blefled  open  time  at 
Friends  meeting-houfe  ; and  in  the  afternoon 
another  large  crowded  meeting  at  the  Me- 
thodift  meeting-houfe,  confifting  of  a mixed 
and  very  unfettled  multitude.  We  found  a 
preffing  engagement  to  declare  the  truth 
among  them,  but  found  them  fo  outward  in 
their  minds,  and  fo  unftayed,  that  we  got 
very  little  entrance  in  their  minds  in  gene- 
ral, or  relief  to  our  own,  though  I believe  the 
Methodifts  were  moftly  quiet,  and  fome  of 
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them,  with  a few  others,  were  reached  and 
tendered. 

Second-day  3 1 ft,  we  left  the  city  with 
heavy  hearts,  after  a folid  opportunity  with 
Friends.  This  day  and  next  we  rode  towards 
Georgia,  about  fifty-eight  miles;  and  finding 
a little  meeting  of  Friends,  though  not  mem- 
bers, yet  fuch  as  were  convinced  of  Truth’s 
way  and  principles ; we  ftaid  their  meeting 
on  fourth-day — it  was  dull  at  firft,  but  open 
and  much  favoured  towards  and  in  the  con- 
clufion.  Several  Method ifts  and  Baptifts  were 
prefent,  and  Truth  reached  and  tendered 
moil  of  their  minds.  Thefe  friendly  people 
had,  at  leaft  part  of  them,  belonged  to  the 
Methodifts  and  Baptifts ; but  their  eyes  be- 
came gradually  opened  to  fee  beyond  lifelels 
form  and  creaturely  performances,  as  prayers 
in  man’s  own  time  and  will,  &c.  and  had 
now’  gathered  into  a filent  waiting  upon  the 
Lord.  May  they  live  near  him,  love  him, 
and  ferve  him  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs : then 
they  will  not  only  enjoy  great  peace  in  thern- 
felves,  but  be  a blefiing  to  their  neighbours. 

After  meeting  we  went  on  for  Georgia, 
and  reached  Friends  monthly  meeting  at 
Wrightfborough  in  that  ftate,  on  7th-day,  5th 
of  9th  mo.  It  was  a painful  time ; extreme 
poverty  and  inward  want  bore  down  our  fouls. 
We  found  a few  words  to  drop  among  them, 
but  fcarce  found  any  relief. — On  firft-day’the 
6th,  we  had  two  favoured  meetings  : one  at 
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Wrightfborough,  and  the  other  at  Friends 
new  meeting-houfe,  four  or  five  miles  from 
the  firft ; and  next  day  were  again  at  Wrightf- 
borough, not  being  clear  before  : it  was  a 
precious  time  indeed,  Truth’s  teflimony  flow- 
ed with  power,  many  were  greatly  reached, 
and  forne  who  had  much  oppofed  our  princi- 
ples, acknowledged  to  the  truth  with  tears, 
and  defired  us  to  remember  them  before  the 
throne  of  grace — may  they  be  preferved. 

Third-day  8th,  we  had  a large  meeting  at 
Marmaduke  Mendenhall’s,  among  a religious 
people,  Methodifts,  Baptills,  &c.  Truth  emi- 
nently overfhadowed  us.  In  our  firft  fitting 
down  together,  I had  very  bright  openings, 
and  fulnefs  of  light  and  life ; but  the  meeting 
was  hurt  by  the  right  time  not  being  attended 
to  in  Handing  up,  by  me  or  my  companion, 
or  both — my  foul  was  grieved,  for  the  people 
were  prevented,  in  degree,  enjoying  what 
feemed  to  be  intended  for  them ; yet  many 
minds  were  affected,  and  I truft  fome  good 
was  done. — 4th-day  9th,  we  had  a large 
meeting  at  a Friend’s  houfe,  among  Method- 
ifts, Baptifts  and  Friends.  There  was  ftrength 
and  utterance  given,  and  great  indeed  ap- 
peared to  be  the  entrance  into  the  people’s 
minds.  After  this  meeting,  next  day,  we 
left  Georgia,  and  fet  out  for  South-Carolina. 
We  got  to  a meeting  among  Friends,  at  a place 
called  Henderfon’s  Settlement,  on  5th-day 
the  x ith,  and  lb  on  to  Mudlick,  Buflx  River, 
Rocky-fpring,  Paget’s  Creek  and  Cane  Creek, 

having 
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having  a meeting  at  each  of  thefe  places,  and 
at  Bufh  River  two , moltly  to  a degree  of  fatif 
faction,  yet  it  appeared  to  be  a low  time 
among  Friends  in  thefe  parts;  but  dwelling 
low  with  the  fuffering  feed,  we  were  made  to 
reign  a little  with  it  at  times.  The  four  fol- 
lowing days  we  rode  to  Deep-Creek  in  North- 
Carolina,  about  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
miles.  At  this  place  we  had  a meeting  with 
Friends  and  others,  on  3d-day  the  23d,  and 
fo  on,  having  another  at  Chefnut  Creek  over 
the  mountain  in  the  edge  of  Virginia — thence 

back  to  — Freeman’s  (not  a Friend)  in  N. 

Carolina,  having  a meeting  at  his  houfe  on 
7th-day  the  27th,  and  were  next  day  at  a 
Friends  meeting  at  Weftfield,  called  alfo 
Tonis  Creek — all  thefe  meetings  were  at- 
tended by  Friends,  Baptifts  and  Methodifls, 
and  fome  of  them  by  fome  others.  And 
through  patient  waiting  for  the  arifings  of 
life  and  openings  of  light,  they  were  all  folid 
profitable  meetings  ; Truth’s  doctrines  were 
largely  opened,  many  minds  reached,  and 
the  Lord’s  name  exalted  over  all.  Will-wor* 
Ihip,  creaturely  performances,  lifelefs  prayer3 
at  let  times,  &c.  were  much  difeouraged:  lor 
the  Lord  laid  it  upon  me  to  expofe  the  emp- 
tinefs  of  thefe  things  from  place  to  place,  and 
to  Ihew  that  they  never  fail  of  drying  up  the 
fprings  of  life  in  fuch,  who  once  having  had 
the  frelh  openings  thereof  in  their  own  fouls,  < 
will  yet  go  on  in  religious  performances,  with- 
out waiting  for  light  and  life  therein. 
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After  one  of  thefe  meetings,  a Baptift  man, 
fomewhat  in  years,  told  me  he  had  tried  to 
keep  up  family  prayers  in  his  houfe,  but 
found  he  could  have  no  fatisfa&ion  in  it, 
unlefs  when  he  felt  a divine  influence  inclin- 
ing him  thereto,  and  that  he  had  now  omit- 
ted it,  except  when  he  found  himfelf  thus 
qualified.  Divers  others  have  confefled,  that 
they  had  often,  in  their  attempts  to  pray  at 
their  fet  times,  without  waiting  for  divine 
help,  evidently  felt  that  their  words  fell  to 
the  ground,  were  of  no  avail,  and  anfwered 
no  good  purpofe. — O that  all  may  learn  the 
necefiity  of  waiting  upon  God  in  the  filence 
of  all  flelh,  and  creaturely  motions  or  per- 
formances, that  they  may  witnefs  that  renew- 
al of  divine  ftrength,  wherein  prayer  is  made 
with  life  and  acceptance  with  the  Lord. 

I had  much  fervice  in  thefe  South  Lands 
among  other  focieties,  particularly  Methodifts 
and  Baptifls,  there  being  a living  birth  among 
many  of  them  ; and  this  living  birth,  being 
in  its  very  infancy  in  many  of  both  thefe 
focieties,  was  near  to  my  life,  and  I often 
breathed  to  the  Lord  to  preferve  it  alive  j for 
I faw  it  to  be  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
ftifled  by  a multiplicity  of  lifelefs  perform- 
ances. But  though  I was  led  into  fervice 
much  among  other  people,  as  before-men- 
tioned, yet  I generally,  in  the  meetings  of 
Friends,  had  fome  clear  openings  into  the 
ftate  of  things  among  the  brethren:  for  I was 
kept  very  low  in  my  mind,  and  durfl  not 

meddle 


meddle  with  things  not  opened  in  the  light  o 
•life.  I was  afraid  to  judge  after  the  fight  of  th. 
eye , or  reprove  after  the  hearing  of  the  ear 
my  dependance  was  on  the  Lord  alone ; and 
in  that  dependant  ftate,  I often  felt  as  empt) 
of  any  thing  divine,  any  fight,  fenfe  or  know- 
ledge of  things,  as  if  I had  been  totally  blind 
and  infenfible — and  indeed  who  is  fo  blind  as 
the  Lord’s  fervant , and  fo  deaf  as  the  meffenget 
- whom  he  fends  f And  it  is  neceflary  it  lhould 
be  fo,  in  order  that  his  meffage  to  the  people 
through  them  may  be  wholly  in  th tfrejh  open- 
ings of  divine  life , without  any  mixture  of 
man’s  fallen  wifdom.  This  is  a great  myftery 
to  the  world  and  all  its  boafted  wifdom,  and 
will  remain  fo  for  ever,  though  clearly  opened 
unto  babes  and  fucldings  in  Chrift.  And  as 
my  mind  abode  in  this  low flate , in  the  lofs  oj 
all  things,  in  the  fubje&ion  of  my  own  crea- 
turely  will,  wifdom  and  workings;  I received 
many  frefh  openings,  and  therein  was  ena- 
bled to  bring  forth  things  new  and  old,  to  the 
inftrudtion,  and,  I hope,  lading  benefit  of  the 
brethren  and  many  others  from  place  to  place. 
All  glory  and  praife  be  afcribed  to  him,  with- 
out whom  my  poor  foul  is  nothing,  knows 
nothing,  and  can  do  nothing,  in  things  di- 
vine. O that  all  flefh  may  be  abafed,  and  lie 
low  before  him  for  ever,  that  his  own  eternal 
power  may  be  exalted  over  all  in  them. 

After  this  meeting  at  Weftfield,  we  found 
a preffure  in  fpirit  to  have  one  next  day  among 
fome  religious  Baptifts,  about  fix  miles  off  at 
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a Baptift  man’s  houfe  ; it  was  a precious  hea- 
venly meeting,  wherein  Truth  opened  many 
things  in  the  life  and  demonftration.  And 
fome  confeffed,  they  had  never  known  be- 
fore, but  that  John’s  difpenfation  of  water- 
baptifm,  was  part  of  the  gofpel  difpenfation, 
and  to  ftand  to  the  end  of  time ; but  they 
feemed  now  to  be  much  fliaken  ; for  it  was 
opened  that  John’s  elementary  difpenfation 
was  only  a forerunning  one,  to  prepare  the 
way  of  the  Lord.  After  this  meeting  we  flill 
found  a preffing  engagement  to  have  another 
meeting  at  Friends  meeting-houfe  at  Weft- 
field,  which  was  held  accordingly  the  next 
day,  to  great  fatisfa&ion  : many  Baptifts  and 
others,  as  well  as  many  Friends,  attended — 
Truth  reigned  over  all,  and  the  do&rines 
thereof  dropped  as  the  rain,  to  the  tendering 
and  refrelhing  many  feeking  fouls — bleffed  be 
the  Lord  for  all  his  favours.  We  next  had 
meetings  at  Blues-Creek,  and  Muddy-Creek, 
and  on  firft  and  fecond-days  the  4th  and  5th 
of  the  10th  month,  were  at  Deep  River,  their 
large  monthly  meeting  being  held  there  on 
fecond-day — all  thefc  were  bleffed  watering 
feafons;  the  monthly  meeting  abundantly  fo, 
to  the  bowing  my  foul  in  awfulnefs  and  praife. 
-On  3d-day  we  had  an  open,  refrelhing  meet- 
ing among  the  Nicholites,  fo  called.  I had 
a lively  evidence  that  fome  among  them  were 
humbly  endeavouring  to  ferve  the  Lord  ; but 
at  the  fame  time  I faw  clearly  that  many  of 
them  refted  too  much  in  their  outfide  plain- 
nefs $ and  valuing  themfelves  upon  that,  had 
Y flopped 
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flopped  fhort  of  a more  living  acquaintance 
with  the  vvtll-fpring  of  eternal  life  ; and  this 
is  a fnare  wherein  I fear  fome  of  our  fociety 
are  taken,  and  detained  from  greater  experi- 
ence in  the  real  life  of  religion,  without  which 
all  outward  things  are  unavailing,  as  to  the 
falvation  of  the  foul.  I laboured  among  this 
people,  in  the  openings  of  life,  and  hope  ac- 
cording to  their  condition — may  it  tend  to 
their  fettlement  on  the  right  foundation  ! — 
Then,  proceeding  on  our  journey,  we  had 
meetings  at  Friends  meeting-houfes  at  Spring- 
field,  Bulrun,  New-Garden,  Lower  Reedy- 
Fork,  and  Upper  Reedy-Fork,  all  favoured 
meetings,  fome  of  them  highly  fo. 

On  4th-day  the  14th,  we  had  a meeting  at 
the  houfe  of  our  friend  Samuel  Tomlinfon, 
where  very  few  Friends  live  near,  among 
Baptifts,  Methodifts,  fome  Friends,  See.  We 
evidently  felt  that  fome  of  them  had  pitched 
in  battle  array  againlt  us  in  their  minds;  and 
for  a time  the  Lord  fuffered  them  to  Ihut  up 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  not  entering  them- 
felves,  nor  fuftering  thofe  that  gladly  would 
have  entered.  At  length  a fmall  degree  of 
life  arofe,  and  I told  them  the  battle  was  the 
Lord’s,  and  if  he  fullered  them  to  fiiut  up  the 
kingdom,  the  lofs  would  be  their  own  ; but 
that  it  was  likely  thofe  formerly,  whole  un- 
belief prevented  our  Saviour’s  doing  many 
mighty  works  in  certain  places,  might  be  rea- 
dy to  vaunt  over  him,  and  to  think  he  could 
pot  make  his  way  among  them  ; and  yet  1 
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thought  their  victory,  if  fuch  they  efteemed 
it,  was  in  no  wife  glorious  ; but  greatly  to 
their  own  lofs,  or  the  prevention  of  much 
good  that  they  might  otherwife  have  receiv- 
ed. I then  acknowledged  to  them  freely,  that 
we  had  nothing  at  our  own  command  to  offer 
for  their  good  ; nor  any  weapons  of  our  own 
to  oppofe  their  warlike  preparations  with — 
told  them  I had  little  thought,  when  in  the 
pure  conftrainings  of  gofpel  love  and  good 
will,  I gave  up  to  have  a meeting  with  them, 
that  they  would  have  come  together  prepared 
for  war  ; but  that  I was  allured  it  was  fo,  for 
I could  feel  the  inward  Hate  and  oppofition 
of  fome  of  their  minds,  as  plain  as  f could 
fee  their  bodies  with  my  outward  eyes. — 
Moreover  I informed  them,  that  if  the  Lord 
engaged  me  in  it,  I was  not  afraid  or  alhamed 
to  fight,  even  upon  a retreat,  if  he  did  not 
make  way  for  an  advance — that  I was  not  at 
all  afraid  of  my  life,  how  many  Goliaths  foe- 
ver  might  defy  the  armies  of  the  living  God  ; 
for  my  life  I had  given  up  to  his  difpofal,  to 
be  laid  down  in  his  caufe,  if  he  pleafed,  in 
any  part  of  the  globe, — I came  not  from  my 
own  land,  and  all  my  near  and  dear  connec- 
tions in  life,  to  do  my  own  will,  but  his  who 
fent  me  ; and  while  I ftand  faithful  in  his 
holy  will  and  counfel,  in  the  openings  and 
leadings  of  his  divine  light  and  life,  I fear  no 
evil,  danger,  or  difficulty  ; nor  all  the  art  and 
malice  of  men  or  devils  ; though  I fully  know 
that  of  myfelf  I can  do  nothing.  However 
I told  them,  for  their  own  fakes,  in  order  that 
Y ^ they 
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they  might  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  meet- 
ing, I defired  them  to  lay  afide  their  warlike 
weapons,  that  inward  oppofition  wherein  they 
flood  againfi:  the  inward  life  of  all  true  reli- 
gion, and  the  doctrines  of  the  everlafting 
gofpel ; and  as  they  knew  th'emfelves  guilty 
of  an  inward  oppofition  to  us,  and  our  mef- 
fage,  it  began  to  work  conviction  in  them  : 
they  wondered  how  1 knew  it ; but  feeing  I 
did  know  it,  and  was  enabled  fo  plainly  to 
tell  them  the  inward  flate,  and  thoughts  of 
their  own  hearts,  it  won  upon  them,  drew 
their  attention,  removed  their  prejudices,  and 
foftened  their  hearts  towards  us  and  our  tefti- 
mony— and  when  I found  they  had  given  up, 
and  dropt  their  warlike  weapons  and  inten- 
tions, I improved  the  opportunity,  as  Truth 
opened  the  way,  and  told  them,  I perceived 
they  began  to  incline  towards  a capitulation, 
and  willingnefs  to  fign  articles  of  peace — this 
they  alfo  knew  was  true  of  the  inward  alter- 
ation of  their  minds  ; and  fo  it  greatly  tended 
(till  further  to  gain  their  love  and  attention, 
until  at  length  (though  the  work,  or  rather 
warfare  was  very  hard  for  fome  time)  we  had 
an  heavenly  baptizing  time  together — Truth 
reigned  over  all,  and  therein  our  fouls  tri- 
umphed over  all  oppofition,  in  the  ftrength 
and  power  of  an  endlefs  life  ! wherein  divers 
doCtrines  of  the  gofpel  were  livingly  opened 
and  enlarged  upon,  in  demonftration  of  the 
fpirit  and  divine  authority  ! yea,  that  was  felt 
and  acknowledged  to  be  fo,  by  many  whofe 
hearts  were  greatly  tendered  and  refrefhed, 

after 
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after  all  the  oppofition  they  had  at  firft  felt 
againft  us.  Thus  the  Lord  wrought  for  us, 
and  taught  our  hands  to  war,  and  our  fingers 
to  fight — Glory  be  to  his  great  name  for  ever! 
for  hitherto  he  hath  marvelloufly  helped  us  ; 
and  we  know  that  without  him  we  mull  have 
turned  our  backs  in  this  and  many  other  days 
of  battle. 

Next  day  we  had  a heavenly  open  meeting 
at  a Baptift  meeting-houfe  on  Abbit’s  Creek, 
about  ten  miles  from  the  laft  meeting — divers 
of  their  members,  and  one  of  their  teachers 
urgingly  defiring  us  to  have  a meeting  with 
them  there,  they  being  much  reached  at  the 
other  meeting.  We  had  had  thoughts  of 
having  a meeting  there  before  this  invitation, 
and,  the  way  now  looking  very  open,  we  em- 
braced it,  and  had  one  accordingly.  And  as 
foon  as  I fat  down  in  the  meeting,  I felt  as 
evidently  as  I ever  felt  any  thing  with  my 
outward  fingers,  that  they  were  now  come 
without  their  weapons,  in  a ftate  of  mind 
direftly  reverfe  to  what  they  or  foine  of  them 
felt  in  the  fore  part  of  the  meeting  yefterday; 
their  hearts  were  open,  and  our  way  was  alfo 
foon  opened  into  a living  enlargement  in  the 
do&rines  of  Truth,  I truft  to  our  and  their 
mutual  fatisfa&ion  and  confolation  of  foul, 
though  their  outward  performances  and  life- 
lefs  devotions  were  largely  and  livingly  tefti- 
fied  againft. — Our  next  meeting  was  on  the 
day  following  at  Randolph  Court-houfe, 
among  people  of  various  profelfions ; and, 
Y 3 magnified 
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magnified  for  ever  be  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
our  leader  and  director,  he  was  gracioufl) 
pleafed  to  break  in  upon  us  in  a wonderfu 
manner;  light  fhined  i'upcrior  to  the  Ihining 
of  the  fun  in  the  outward  firmament,  that 
divine  light,  the  fame  that  enlighteneth  every 
man  that  cometh  into  the  world  : but  in  the 
wicked  it  often  fhines  as  in  a dark  place,  and 
the  darknefs  comprehends  it  not — many  whofe 
hearts  have  become  darkened,  reject,  defpife 
and  trample  it  under  foot ; but  in  thofe  who 
obey  it,  love  it,  walk  in  it,  and  bring  their 
deeds  to  it,  it  will  fnine  more  and  more  to 
the  perfecl  day,  as  the  wife  man  fays  the  path 
of  the  juft  man  does,  declaring  this  path  of 
the  juft  to  be  a fhining  light:  indeed  it  is  fo, 
for  Chrift  within,  the  juft  man’s  light  and 
hope  of  glory,  is  alfo  his  path,  his  only  true 
and  living  way,  as  Laid  Chrift  himfelf,  ‘ I am 
‘ the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life  and 
furely  the  juft  man’s  way  is  his  path:  fee- 
ing Chrift  then,  the  inward  divine  light  of 
men,  is  the  juft  man’s  path  or  way , well  may 
it  be  declared  to  be  a fhining  light : and  ex- 
perience has  abundantly  confirmed  it  to  the 
fouls  of  all  that  have  truly  loved  and  faith- 
fully walked  in  this  light,  that  it  really  does 
fhine  brighter  and  brighter  : and  in  all  that 
continue  fo  walking,  it  will  more  and  more, 
even  to  the  perfect  day — they  will  not  only 
witnefs  the  day  to  dawn,  and  the  day  ftar  to 
r i!'e  in  their  hearts,  but  the  increafing  clear- 
r..  's  ^r.d  brightnefs  of  the  light  will  be,  as 
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Ifaiah  exprefies  it,  * the  light  of  the  moon 
! f fhall  be  as  the  light  of  the  fun,  and  the  light 
‘ of  the  fun  fhall  be  feven  fold,  as  the  light  of 
* feven  days.’j  Well,  in  the  clear  fhinings  of 
this  holy  light,  for  truly  it  was  as  a morning 
without  clouds,  the  flate  of  the  people  were 
fo  opened  to  us  in  this  meeting,  and  through 
us  to  them,  the  light  within  their  own  fouls 
confirming  our  outward  teflimony,  that  fcarce 
an  individual  appeared  infenfible  of  the  hea- 
> venly  vifitation  we  were  favoured  with : in- 
deed moft  were  deeply  affedted,  greatly  ten- 
dered, and  much  refrelhed  as  with  a fhower 
of  celeftial  rain — it  feemed  to  me  in  a degree 
like  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  the  effufion  of  the 
Holy  Gholt  was  fo  eminently  glorious  among 
us !— and  I believe  near  or  quite  all  prefent, 
faid  in  their  hearts,  and  divers  with  their 
mouths  in  fubftance  after  this  meeting,  c this 
‘ is  the  everlafting  gofpel  of  Chrift and  I 
faid  in  my  own  foul,  and  (till  fay,  it  was  of 
the  Lord’s  doing,  and  marvellous  in  mine 
eyes! — holy  and  reverend  is  his  name, and  that 
for  evermore — may  my  foul  ever  acknow- 
ledge his  wonders  and  the  riches  of  his  love, 
lying  low  in  humiliation  before  him. 

On  7th  and  ill  days,  the  17th  and  1 8th, 
we  were  favoured  with  the  Mailer’s  helping 
hand  at  the  monthly  and  firft-day  meetings  at 
Center ; in  both  which  light  and  life  tri- 
umphed over  death  and  darknefs. — On  3d- 
day  we  had  a painful,  trying  meeting  near  a 
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water  called  Heworry,  at  a Dutch  Friend's 
houfe,  ( Michael  Fout)  among  many  Dutch 
people,  and  others.  We  laboured  in  the  lit- 
tle ability  afforded,  to  fome  degree  of  fatif- 
faflion.  The  two  next  days  we  attended 
Friends  meetings,  as  they  were  held  in  courfe, 
at  Springfield  and  Bulrun. — Next  day  we 
had  a difcouraging  meeting  among  many 
other  profeflors,  near  the  upper  Reedy-fork. 
I faw  and  felt  clearly,  that  fome  of  them  came 
prepared  to  bid  defiance ; however  we  la- 
boured a little,  though  under  great  depref- 
fion — for  though  they  were  many  of  them 
high  in  profeflion  of  faith  in  Chrift,  too  many 
of  them  appeared  to  be  unbelievers,  and  in 
the  ftate  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  in  the 
inward  ground  of  things — and  fuch,  in  all 
ages,  are  the  greateft  oppofers  and  even  hin- 
derers  of  good,  of  any  people  whatever  ; yet 
I believe  divers  prefent  were  humble-hearted 
chriftians,  who  thought  little  of  themfelves, 
and  were  hungering  after  better  food  than 
their  teachers  are  feeding  them  with  : fome 
of  thefe  I hope  got  at  leaft  a little  crumb  of 
heavenly  bread  at  this  meeting — may  the 
Lord  refrefh  their  fouls  with  the  waters  of 
life,  and  fuftain  them. 

Next  day,  being  7th  of  the  week,  and  24th 
of  10th  month,  began  the  fried  yearly  meet- 
ing at  Center,  in  North-Carolina,  for  Friends 
of  that  ftate,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia — 
it  was  a trying  leafon,  and  Friends  feemed 
fenfible  it  was  a very  low  time.  I was  quite 

fealed 


249 


JOB  SCOTT. 

fealed  up  in  filence,  as  were  both  my  com- 
panion and  myfelf  next  day,  at  the  publick 
meeting  for  worfhip.  On  fecond-day  the  bu- 
jfinefs  of  fociety  came  on  ; it  continued  by  ad- 
journment four  days,  and  though  the  fore  part 
was  heavy  and  trying,  yet  the  latter  part  was  a 
time  of  eminent  overshadowing  of  the  holy 
prefence;  many  weighty  fubjetts  were  confi- 
dered  in  this  yearly  meeting,  and  finally  refult- 
ed  with  much  unanimity,  love  and  folemnity.  I 
was  much  bowed  down,  until  the  laft  day,  un- 
der a fenfe  of  the  want  of  due  dependance  on 
the  Lord  in  many  prefent ; but  near  and  at  the 
clofe  of  the  meeting,  the  helper  of  Ifrael  opened 
a way,  and  helped  me  to  be  thoroughly  re- 
lieved, and  the  long  that  is  ever  new,  was  put 
into  my  heart  and  mouth,  in  a very  confo- 
lating  manner.  Large  numbers,  I believe, 
will  at  times  while  they  live  blefs  the  name 
of  the  Lord  for  that  day’s  favour.  The  fhout 
of  a King  was  heard  in  Sion,  to  the  rejoicing 
of  the  tabernacles  of  Jacob.  Blefs  thy  God, 
0 Ifrael  for  ever,  and  ferve  him  with  faith- 
fulnefs  and  reverence,  O daughter  of  jerufa- 
lem,  for  who  indeed  is  like  him?  He  bring- 
eth  down  as  into  the  very  dull,  and  he  raifeth 
up  to  the  heights  of  falvation — He  maketh 
the  dumb  to  declare  of  his  goodnefs ; the  in- 
habitant of  the  rock  to  fing  of  his  power  ! 
glory  be  to  his  name  for  ever — my  foul  will 
praife  him  in  the  heights  of  Sion  ! 

On  7th-day  31ft,  we  attended  New-Gar- 
djen  monthly  meeting,  and  had  therein  a de- 
gree 
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gree  of  fatisfa&ion.  Next  day  we  attende 
their  firft-day  meeting  there,  being  the  iftc 
the  1 1 th  month,  in  folid  filence,  as  to  us 
and,  feeling  clear  of  Carolina,  on  the  da 
following  we  rode  to  Virginia  ; and  on  4th 
day  the  4th  at  night,  we  got  among  Friend 
at  Goofe-Creek  ; where  next  day  we  had  ; 
meeting,  and  the  day  following  had  anothe 
at  the  upper  meeting-houfe  on  Goofe-Creek 
which  was  lilent.  We  next  had  meetings  a 
Flills-Creek,  Seneca-Creek,  and  South-Ri 
ver  ; in  all  which  we  were  helped  througl 
to  our  comfort,  and  hope  to  fome  profit. — 
On  4th-day  the  1 1 th,  we  had  a bleffed  confo- 
lating  meeting,  at  Henry  Chriftian’s,  a Metho 
di ft,  and  a few  others,  in  Amhurft  county 
Virginia — light  and  life  prevailed,  to  the  ten- 
dering and  watering  many  fouls. — On  6th- 
day,  we  had  a little  meeting  at  Francis  Wal- 
thall’s, a man  that  for  fome  years  appeared 
tc  have  been  convinced  of  our  principles,  as 
alfo  his  wife  : this  was  in  Buckingham  coun- 
ty.— On  ifl-day  the  15th,  we  had  a meeting 
at  Amelia,  to  a degree  of  fatisfaftion,  and  that 
afternoon  my  dear  companion  James  Ladd 
and  I parted,  in  much  gofpel  fympathy,  and 
endearment,  he  going  home. — On  4th-day,  I 
had  a difcouraging  meeting  at  Camp-Creek, 
and  another  next  day  at  Douglafs  meeting, 
(fo  called)  in  the  firft  I got  but  little  relief; 
and  in  the  lad  could  not  open  my  mouth  ia 
the  miniflry. 

On  the  firft-day  following,  the  22d  of  11th 
> ‘ mo. 


no.  I was  at  meeting  at  Smith’s  Creek,  in 
uffering  filence.  About  this  time  Satan 
'eemed  almofl  let  loofe  upon  me,  to  buffet 
ne  with  doubts,  even  in  things  wherein  I had 
)een  well  eftablifhed  and  allured.  And  per- 
iiaded  I am,  I have  no  words  adequate  to  the 
ail  and  clear  defeription  of  the  buffetings, 
norror  and  diftrefs,  that  feized  and  bore 
lown  my  drooping  foul ; but  I have  fince 
dearly  feen,  that  the  Lord’s  determination 
ivas,  that  if  I would  ftill  be  his,  I fhould  lay 
iown  my  own  life,  that  of  my  own  will  en- 
tirely, and  in  all  things,  and  take  him  and 
lis  will  for  my  only  good,  in  and  through  all. 
And  as  my  own  will  was  once  more  crucified 
and  flain,  my  life  laid  down  upon  the  crol's — 
all  within  me  bowed — On  this  wife  then  my 
foul  addreffed  my  God:  ‘ Lord,  I know  thou 
art  all  goodnefs  ; I have  drank  of  the  rivers 
of  pleafure  at  thy  right  hand,  which  is  all  of 
thy  mere  bounty  and  grace  ; I furrender  my 
all  once  more  to  thee  without  referve.  Here 
l am — do  with  me  whatever  thou  pleafeft — • 
Hefted  and  adored  be  thy  name  for  ever — I 
yield  to  thy  .will — not  mine,  but  thine  be 
done.  Amen.’ 

After  this  full  furrender  of  my  will  and  my 
all,  light  fprang  in  my  foul ; darknels  fled 
before  it ; Satan’s  head  was  bruifed  ; God 
did  truly  bruife  Satan  under  me  ; I faw  his 
power  was  limited  ; and  that  the  Lord  God 
Omnipotent  ftill  reigned  over  all.  Life  and 
immortality  was  again,  as  it  were,  brought 
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to  light  out  of  the  depth  of  obfcurity,  am 
edablidied  over  all  in  meridian  brightnef 
and  atfurance  in  my  foul.  Great  enlargemen 
followed  this  fore  conflict,  and  my  confola 
tion  was  full,  and  unfpeakably  glorious— 
blelfed  for  ever  be  the  Lord  my  God,  anc 
wonderful  leader!  in  the  heights  my  foul  will 
praife  him,  and  for  the  depths  of  prodration 
will  I magnify  his  name,  who  makes  all 
things  work  together  for  good  to  thofe  who 
truly  love  him — Love  him,  O my  foul,  for 
ever,  and  fubmit  thy  all  to  his  holy  care  and 
keeping,  through  every  trying  time. 

After  this  moft  trying  conflict,  I found  my 
way  opened  again,  and  had  meetings  at 
Crooked-Run,  Center,  Mount  Pleafant,  Bear- 
Garden,  Back-Creek,  Hopewell,  Middle- 
Creek,  Tufkarorah  and  Bull-fkin,  all  open 
good  meetings,  and  mod  of  them  eminently 
fo,  even  to  my  own  admiration ! Truth’s 
doftrines  were  largely  opened  with  divine  life 
and  authority  ; many  who  were  much  unac- 
quainted with  true  religion  were  much  reach- 
ed; and  fuch  as  were  hungering  and  thirfting 
after  fomething  more  fubdantial  than  they 
had  yet  feelingly  known,  were  greatly  re- 
frelhed.  My  foul  bowed  in  awfulnefs  before 
that  God,  who,  through  the  deeped  proba- 
tions and  difcouragements,  fafely  brought 
me  on  in  the  right  way  ; landed  me  on  firm 
ground  ; and  even  made  my  mod  fiery  trials 
and  extreme  confli&s  promotive  of  almod 
inexpredible  enlargement  and  confolation. 
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| . Oh  ! he  well  knows  what  he  is  about,  in 
j'uffering  his  chofen  followers  to  be  thus  clofe- 
lv  tried — indeed  this  is  the  very  way  they  be- 
come chofen  ; for  he  ever  choofeth  them  in  the 
furnace  of  affliction  : here  he  refines  them  as 
gold  feven  times  tried  in  the  fire : thus  they 
bear  bis  holy  law  ; thus  they  are  made  able 

: to  dwell  with  that  which,  to  every  thing  ful- 
fill, is  as  a devouring  fire,  and  everlafiing  burn- 
ings, and  not  be  hurt ; the  fire  {hall  not  kin- 
dle on  them  to  devour  ; the  fmell  of  it  (hall 
not  be  on  their  garments  ; but  every  thing  in 
them  that  is  chaffy  fhall  be  burnt  up,  in,  and 
by  this  unquenchable  fire  ; fo  the  weighty 
fubftantial  wheat  comes  to  be  gathered  into 
the  garner.  Oh  ! thou  traveller  Sion-ward, 
whenever  the  Lord  leads  thee  in  this  line, 
think  not  that  none  have  walked  the  way  be- 
fore thee  ; but  remember  it  is  the  high-way 
to  glory  ; the  only  trodden  path  to  blefi'ed- 

nefs remember  others,  before  thou  waft 

brought  forth,  have  deeply  experienced  it, 
have  tailed  the  wormwood  and  the  gall ; and 
been  ready  to  think  it  impoffible  for  them 
ever  to  come  forth  into  the  light  again,  or  to 
rejoice  in  God,  the  rock  and  horn  of  their 
falvation.  But  be  thou  patient,  be  thou  faith- 
ful to  death  ; yea,  in  and  through  this  inward 
death,  and  thou  {halt  receive  a crown  of  life: 
for  it  is  an  eternal  truth,  that  though  many 
are  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous,  yet,  afiur- 
edly  the  Lord  delivers  them  out  of  them  all. 

Next  I had  a meeting  the  4th  of  the  12th 
Z month. 
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month,  in  the  Prelbyterian  meeting-houfe  a 
Winchelter  : a glorious  good  meeting  it  wa: 
— 1 was  ready  to  think  near  as  much  fo,  a: 
our  low  ftate,  while  clothed  with  clay,  is  ca- 
pable of.  Several  important  doctrines  of  the 
gofpel  were  largely  opened,  having  ftrength 
and  utterance  given — every  mind  feemed 
hulked  into  a degree  of  awfuinefs  and  reve- 
rence ! all  glory  and  praife  be  al'cribed  to  him 
who  is  our  only  fufficiency  ; for  with  grati- 
tude, and  proftration  of  foul  before  him,  it 
may  be  truly  faid,  ‘ hitherto  hath  the  Lord 
helped  us  !’# — On  yth-day  1 was  helped  to 
my  own  and  others  joy,  at  Friends  monthly 
meeting  at  Crooked-Run  ; and  alfo  next  day 
at  the  meeting  at  Culpepper.  Indeed  the  arm 
of  the  Lord  was  marvelloufly  made  bare  in 
our  favour,  from  place  to  place,  throughout 
the  foregoing  favoured  meetings  : and  thence 
on  to  Southland,  South-Fork,  Goofe-Creek 
and  Leefburg.  At  Southland  I parted  with 
my  dear  friend  Catlet  Jones,  who  had  been 
very  acceptably  with  me  molt  of  the  time 
llnce  I parted  with  my  beloved  friend  James 
Ladd  ; but  now  he  returned  to  his  family.  I 
was  at  this  place  laft  fpring,  as  I went  fouth- 
ward,  and  though  I was  fhut  up  there  then, 
yet  I felt  fuch  an  engagement  for  the  profpe- 
rity  of  that  little  meeting  and  neighbourhood, 
that  I felt  molt  eafy,  now  on  my  return,  to 
vifit  them  again  ; having  been  drawn  in  fpirit 
to  look  towards  them,  at  times,  ever  knee  I 
was  there  before.  We  had  now  a heavenly 

watering 
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watering  time  together,  praifed  be  the  Lord, 
whofe  power  was  eminently  over  all.  I be- 
lieve I have  never  known  a more  conftant 
fulnefs  of  God’s  love,  life,  and  qualifying 
prefence  ; nor  a more  continued  cheerfulnefs 
in  and  out  of  meetings,  for  fo  long  a time, 
than  (bleffed  be  the  Lord)  1 have  now  been 
favoured  with,  fince  my  extreme  tribulation 
and  diftrefs  at  Smith’s- Creek,  and  about  that 
time.  Oh,  the  heights  and  depths  ; may  nei- 
ther the  one  nor  the  other  ever  feparate  my 
foul  from  the  love  of  God  ! — I well  know  the 
propriety  and  need  of  our  Saviour’s  caution, 

• ‘ pray  ye  that  your  flight  be  not  in  the  win- 
ter ; neither  on  the  fabbath-day.’*  Great  care 
is  neceflary,  in  both  thefe  dates — perhaps  our 
Lord  mentioned  the  winter  firft,  as  it  is  the 
trials  and  diflrefs  of  that  painful  difpenfation, 
which  prepares  for,  and,  if  patiently  endured, 
terminates  in  the  comfortable  rejoicings  of 
the  fabbath-day.  To  abound,  we  mull:  be 
abafed  : if  we  will  reign  with  Chrift,  we  mult 
fuffer  with  him  : but,  Oh  the  danger  of  let- 
ting in  difcouragements  in  the  winter  feafon, 
when  all  leems  cold  and  uncomfortable  with- 
in ; even  fometimes  benumbing,  and  almolt 
deadly  froft. — Here  thou  exercifed  traveller 
Sion-ward,  if  thou  art  not  very  watchful  and 
careful  to  abide  in  the  faith  and  patience  of 
the  faints,  thou  wilt  be  very  likely  to  take  thy 
flight,  from  walking  in  the  light,  and  firm 
abiding  on  the  everlafting  rock  and  founda- 
tion j by  letting  in  and  giving  way  to  doubts, 
Z 2 difputings, 
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difputings,  diftruft,  murmurings  and  defpair; 
and  fo  repine  at  the  difpenfations  of  Divine 
Providence,  who  is  proving  thee  for  thy  good. 
Here  many  have  took  their  flight  in  the  win- 
ter, and  let  go  their  hold  of  what  they  had 
received,  and  fo  have  loft  their  crown  ! for 
the  terms  are,  ‘ be  thou  faithful  unto  death, 
and  I will  give  thee  a crown  of  life.’*  If  thou 
abided  fteadfaft  through  the  wintry  difpenfa- 
tion,  the  Lord  will  bring  thee  to  the  opening 
fpring,  to  the  fummer,  and  the  fabbath-day ; 
here  thou  wilt  praife  him  on  the  banks  of  de- 
liverance ; here  thou  wilt  be  made  to  fhout 
and  fing  ! 4 for,  lo,  the  winter  is  paft  ; the 

* rain  is  over  and  gone  ; the  flowers  appear 
4 on  the  earth  ; the  time  of  the  flinging  of 
6 birds  is  come  ; and  the  voice  of  the  turtle 

* is  heard  in  our  land.’f  But  now,  in  the 
midft  of  thy  rejoicing,  have  a care  ; ftand 
faft  ; fee  thou  takeft  not  thy  flight  on  the 
fabbath-day.  Danger  awaits  thee  on  every 
fide  ; thou  art  a frail  mortal,  and  thy  deftruc- 
tion,  if  it  cometh  upon  thee,  will  be  of  thy- 
felf ; but  thy  help  can  be  only  in  and  of  the 
Lord  ; therefore  look  untp  him,  for  ‘ he  that 
trufteth  in  his  own  heart,  is  a fool.’}  Let  him 
that  thinketh  he  ftand^th,  even  though  his 
foul  is  filled  with  good,  and  overflows  with 
fongs  of  joy,  take  heed  left  he  fall — even  now 
this  care  is  eminently  neceflary — this  is  a mo- 
ment wherein  the  watch  is  peculiarly  needful 
— hence  the  precious  caution  in  regard  to 
thefe  two  feafons  of  moft  prefling  danger — 

hence, 
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hence,  alfo,  he  preached  the  watch , and  that 
repeatedly,  to  his  difciples,  yeat o all ; * what 
I fay  unto  you,  I fay  unto  <?//,  watch.’*  He 
knew  all  needed  it  ; not  only  the  deje&ed 
and  deprefied  foul,  but  even,  and  efpecially, 
the  joyful  heart — the  mind  of  him  whom  joy 
overflows.  My  foul  well  knows  the  myftery 
of  thefe  things  by  repeated  experience  ; but 
I have  found,  that,  in  proportion  as  all  pride 
of  every  kind  is  done  away,  or  hid  from  man 
(which  is  God’s  work)  and  the  creature  fully 
humbled  and  reduced  to  the  lofs  of  all  things, 
the  Lord  is  pieafed  more  abundantly  to  fill 
us  with  divine  good  ; and  to  continue  its 
bleffed  replenifhings  unto  us!  for  through  this 
abafement  we  are  enabled  to  bear  this  fulnefs 
without  being  pulled  up,  or  thinking  great 
things  of  ourfelves.  Man  is  exceedingly  in- 
clined to  independence,  and  a language  on 
this  wife — my  own  arm  has  brought  falvation 
—is  not  this  great  Babylon,  which  /,  great  /, 
have  builded,  for  mine  own  and  kingdom’s 
honour?  &c. — Yes.  Oh,  thou  who  thus  build- 
ell,  be  allured,  whenever  thou  beginnelt  to 
think  much  of  thyfelf,  and  that  thou  of  thy- 
felf  halt  done  fomething  that  is  good,  thou 
art  a Babylonilh  idolater;  thou  art  erecting  a 
Babel.  This  is  great  Babylon  indeed,  which 
thou,  a poor  worm  of  the  dull,  art  rearing 
up ; and  all  this  mull  be  brought  down,  be- 
fore thou  Cornell  to  live  by  faith  ; or  can  11  fay 
in  truth,  ‘ I live  ; yet  not  I,  but  Chrilt  liveth 
in  me, — and  * by  the  grace  of  God  I am 
Z 3 what 
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what  I am. It  is  truly  a great  attainment  tc 
be  nothing  but  what  grace  maketh  us  ; yet 
this  is  the  cafe,  in  regard  to  the  things  of  re- 
ligion, with  all  who  ‘ do  nothing  of  them- 
felves  ; but  have  refted from  their  own  works, 
as  God  did  from  his,’f — here  ‘ God  is  all  in 
all.’ — O,  feek  it — lay  hold  of  it,  and  fecure 
it  to  thy  foul,  by  dying  daily ; dying  unto  all 
that  can  or  would  act  of  itfelf,  make  hafte,  or 
be  always  ready  ; for  this  can  never  do  any 
thing  better,  whatever  it  boafts,  than  build 
for  thee  and  others  a Babel  of  confufion. — 
Therefore,  lei  him  that  hath  an  ear,  hear  what 
the  fpirit  faith  unto  the  churches , in  order  to 
gather  all  that  will  follow  the  Lamb,  into  the 
living  gofpel  worfhip  in  fpirit  and  in  truth, 
within  the  inward  temple. 

On  yth-day,  the  12th  of  12th  month,  I at- 
tended the  feleCt  quarterly  meeting  at  Fair- 
fax ; next  day  the  publick  meeting  ; and,  on 
fecond-days  one  for  publick  worfhip  and  the 
difcipline  of  the  church;  and,  on  third-day,  a 
large  publick  meeting  for  the  youth  and 
others.  I was  Ihut  up  throughout,  except 
fome  clofe  communications  in  the  fcleCt  meet- 
ing, and  in  that  for  publick  w'orfhip  on  firft- 
day.  My  foul  was  deeply  diltrefled  under  a 
fenfe  that  fome  were  neglecting  an  inward 
feeling  after  God , and  were  foolifhly  looking 
out  for  words. — Oh. ! how  this  wounds  the 
living,  and  adds  to  the  bonds  of  thofe  who 
have  no  other  to  look  to  but  the  Lord  alone! 

fcarce 
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fcarce  any  thing  tends  more  powerfully  to  fhut 
up  the  fprings  of  life. — qxh-day  1 6th,  attend- 
ed the  mid-week  meeting  at  the  fame  place ; 
and  next  day  had  a good  meeting  at  the  Gap; 
and  oxt  6th  and  7th  days,  feeing  no  way  to 
go  forward,  I relied,  wrote,  and  waited  fur- 
ther directions. 

On  rft-day  the  20th,  I attended  the  meet- 
ing again  at  Fairfax ; our  friend  Peter  Yar- 
nall  alfo  attended  it,  on  a religious  vilit.  I 
fat  long  in’  fullering  filence  ; but  at  length, 
Handing  up,  got  forward  with  much  difficul- 
ty ; fuch  mountains  of  obftruction  lying  in 
my  way,  arifing  from  the  Hates  of  fome  pre- 
fent,  as  I believed,  that  I feemed  not  enabled 
to  get  along  far  before  I found  it  belt,  to  fit 
down,  rather  abruptly  ; and  fitting  quiet  and 
Hill  in  mind,  although  I doubt  not  but  many 
prefent  thought  me  a fooi,  yet  I felt  refigned 
to  endure  their  ridicule — But  after  fitting  a 
good  while,  and  finding  I could  not  leave  the 
place  eafy,  and  the  meeting  having  continued 
already  to  an  unufual  length,  1 flood  up  again, 
intending  to  defire  another  meeting  next  day ; 
but  as  I was  not  hafty  to  utter  any  thing, 
but  waited  to  feel  and  fee  my  way  in  every 
word,  I went  on  from  one  fentence  to  an- 
other for  fome  time,  Hill  expecting  to  requeft 
another  meeting,  but  I could  not  find  liberty 
fo  to  do  ; inltead  thereof  finding  my  mind 
gradually  and  unexpectedly  opened  and  en- 
larged, until  Truth  reigned  over  all!  I at- 
tained at  length  a great  degree  of  relief  to 

my 
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my  mind — the  meeting  ended  abundantly 
more  to  my  fatisfaction,  and  fome  others, 
than  I had  expected — bieffed  be  the  Helper 
of  Ifrael,  who  if  ill  as  of  old,  ‘ leadeth  the 
‘ blind  in  paths  they  have  not  known. ’J 

On  4th-day  the  25th,  I had  an  open  good 
meeting  at  Bulh-Creek  in  Maryland,  having 
croffed  the  great  river  Patowmack  on  2d-day, 
being,  as  I hope,  clear  of  Virginia.-— On  5th- 
day  26th,  had  a very  good  open  meeting  at 
Pipe-Creek  in  Maryland  ; and  on  feventh- 
day  at  Monallen  in  Pennfylvania,  and  fo  on 
to  Huntington,  Warrington,  Newbury  and 
York,  having  meetings  at  each  of  thefe 
places  to  good  fatisfaftion.  At  York  I had 
three,  the  two  laft  laborious  j but  I felt  in 
good  degree  clear  of  the  town.  And  on 
6th-day  the  iff  of  iff  month,  1790,  I went  to 
a place  called  Wright’s  Ferry,  on  the  river 
Sufquehanna,  where  1 had  a pretty  good 
meeting  at  the  widow  Wright’s  houfe — and 
the  three  next  days,  three  bieffed  meetings 
at  Lancafter,  Lampeter  and  Sadlbury ; then 
on  3d- day  the  5th,  another  fuch  at  Eaft  Not- 
tingham in  Maryland. — Next  day  another 
fuch  at  Weft  Nottingham  in  Maryland — and 
the  day  following  another  at  Little-Britain  in 
Pennfylvania ; and  on  6th-day  the  8th,  a 
bieffed  and  very  open  one  at  Deer-Creek, 
over  Sufquehanna  in  Maryland. — On  nrft- 
day  the  10th,  through  deep  fuffering,  I was 
confiderably  opened  and  enlarged  in  the  fore 
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and  afternoon  meetings  at  Baltimore.  I flaid 
a few  days  in  this  place,  and  then  rode  to 
Little  Falls,  attending  meeting  there  on  5th- 
day  the  14th  ; and  fo  on  to  Saffafras,  (on  the 
eaftern  fhore  of  Maryland)  Head  of  Chefter, 
George-Town,  Cecil,  Chefter  meeting  and 
Chefter-Town ; then  to  Churchill,  Queen- 
Ann’s  and  Tuckahoe ; having  open  good 
meetings  at  all  thefe  places,  to  the  humiliation 
of  my  mind,  and  bowing  me  into  thankful- 
nefs  and  proftration  before  the  Lord,  who 
alone  giveth  ability  for  every  religious  fervice. 
— Next  day,  being  3d  of  the  week,  and  26th 
of  the  month,  1 attended  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing of  minifters  and  elders  at  Third-Haven ; 
the  two  next  days  was  held  the  quarterly 
meeting  for  church  difcipline ; on  the  day 
following  the  monthly  meeting  there. — The 
two  firft  of  thefe  four  days  were  painfully 
exercifing;  but  through  patience  in  tribulation , 
and  not  prefuming  to  put  forth  a hand,  or  go 
forward,  until  the  Shepherd  of  lfrael  went  be- 
fore me,  leading  me  on  in  the  openings  of 
light  and  life,  I at  length  obtained  deliver- 
ance, triumphed  over  all  oppofition,  and 
coming  forth  from  under  that  weight  of 
death  and  darknefs  I had  felt,  found  renewed 
ability  the  two  laft  days  thoroughly  to  relieve 
my  mind  among  them  ; which  was  not  only 
to  the  reproof  of  the  lukewarm  and  difobedi- 
ent,  but  abundantly  to  the  watering  and  re- 
frefhment  of  thofe  who  were  truly  hungering 
and  thirfling  after  righteoufnefs.  I was  made 
fenfible  that  there  was  prefent  a little  remnant 

who 
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who  truly  loved  the  Lord,  and  whofe  meat 
and  drink  it  was  to  do  his  will ; and  blelfed 
be  his  holy  name  for  ever,  they,  with  my  own 
foul  were  eminently  filled. 

Next  day  I had  a meeting  at  the  Bay-fide  j 
it  was  filent  and  dull  for  a long  time  ; after 
which  my  mouth  was  opened  in  the  pure 
gofpel  fpring,  and  the  meeting  continued 
fome  confiderable  length  of  time  longer,  in  a 
very  open  and  relieving  manner  ; the  nature 
of  gofpel  worfhip  and  of  all  real  gofpel  mini- 
ftry,  being  largely  opened  to  the  people — may 
it  fallen  as  a nail  in  a fure  place.  Oh!  how  f 
have  mourned  before  the  Lord,  under  a fenfe 
of  the  death  and  formality  which  reigns  in 
Chriflendom!  for  want  of  waiting  for  divine 
help,  and  through  pufhing  forward  in  man’s 
time  and  ability,  which  brings  forth  but  a 
form  of  godlinefs  and  devotion,  without  the 
life  and  power  of  it. 

On  ifl-day  the  31ft,  I had  a very  large 
and  highly  favoured  meeting  at  Third-Haven, 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  many  of 
whom  had  not  been  at  any  of  the  preceding 
meetings  there.  Gofpel  light  fhined  emi- 
nently among  us,  and  I hope  and  believe  in- 
ftruction  was  fealed  on  fome  minds  prefent, 
in  a manner  not  eafily  to  be  erafed. — The  two 
next  days  we  had  meetings  at  Choptank  and 
Marlhy-Creek,  both  precious  feafons  after 
long  waiting. — The  two  days  following  thefe, 
we  were  at  meeting  with  the  Nicholites  (fo 

called) 


JOB  SCOTT.  263 

called)  at  two  of  their  meeting-houfes ; and, 
after  long  and  painful  waiting,  I laboured 
among  them,  I hope  to  the  benefit  of  fome  of 
their  fouls. 

After  this  we  went  into  Delaware  ftate, 
and  had  meetings  at  our  friend  Baptis  Lay’s 
at  Cold  Spring,  Lewis-Town,  Three-Runs, 
Mother-kill,  Fredcrico  and  Mother-kill  again. 
We  were  hi  Iped  through  to  profit  and  relief 
in  them  all ; though  inoftly  in  a way  much  to 
the  fubjeftion  of  our  own  creaturely  wills. 
Oh  ! what  need  there  is  to  lie  low,  and  rife 
only  as  the  pure  life  arifes,  left  we  be  found 
offering  ftrange  fire,  or  lifting  up  a tool  on 
the  Lord’s  altar. — Contentment  in  a lowly 
ftate,  and  moving  on  gently  in  the  real  necef- 
fity,  is  highly  acceptable  to  him,  without 
whom  we  can  do  nothing.  Here  we  acknow- 
ledge his  might,  his  right  to  command  even 
faithfulnefs  in  the  little,  which  fails  not,  if  we 
rightly  obey,  to  make  us,  in  his  own  time, 
rulers  over  much  ; and  fometimeS  to  our  own 
great  admiration. — Indeed  it  was  fo  in  feveral 
of  thefe  meetings — that  at  Lewis-Town  and 
that  at  Frederico  being  times  of  high  favour: 
the  people  were  inoftly  not  of  our  foeiety,  no 
meet  ing  of  Friends  being  ufually  held  at  either 
place.  Alfo  the  meetings  at  Mother-kill  were, 
in  the  end,  feafons  of  enlargement,  though 
through  difficulty,  hard  labour  and  clofe  in- 
ward attention  j efpecially  the  laft,  wherein 
the  Lord  eminently  evinced  to  us,  beyond  all 
room  for  doubt,  that  when  he  opens,  none 

can 
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can  (hut — for  he  did  remarkably  both  ffiut 
and  open,*  and  even  before  he  opened  the 
way  in  full  clearnefs,  he  brought  us  under  a 
neceffity  of  labouring  in  the  little,  wherein 
dear  Mary  Berry,  a fkilful  labourer,  was 
made  victorious ; but  we  both  found,  that, 
move  ever  fo  carefully  and  gently,  as  in  the 
real  neceffity,  it  was  not  for  a long  feafon 
the  Lord’s  time  or  will  to  open  fully  or  give 
us  to  reign:  the  feed  was  under  fuffering,  and 
we  muft  fuffer  with  it,  and  did  very  deeply 
and  painfully,  and  laboured  in  great  bowed- 
nefs  and  abafement. — But  blefled  be  the 
Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  in  his  own  time  ever 
belt,  he  marvelloully  arofe — opened  the  way 
with  clearnefs : then  all  that  was  oppoled 
proved  unable  to  lhut  it. 

We  then  had  meetings  at  Dover  and 
Little  Creek,  both  highly  favoured  ; at  the 
clofe  of  that  at  Little  Creek,  I had  to  part 
with  my  faid  friend  Mary  Berry,  Richard 
Bartlet,  his* wife  a worthy  friend,  and  John 
Diclcenfon  ; a tender  parting  it  was,  not  eafi- 
ly  to  be  forgotten — may  the  Lord  hold  them, 
and  my  own  foul,  in  his  holy  hand  for  ever ! 
— -On  2,d-day  the  14th,  we  were  at  Duck- 
Creek;  ^d-day  at  Appoquinamink  ; 4th,  at 
White-Clay  Creek;  5th,  at  Wilmington — all 
good  open  meetings — the  two  firft  very  re- 
lieving— in  the  two  laft  relief  was  obtained 
through  clofe  attention  and  creaturely  fub- 
ie-ction.  I then  went  to  Philadelphia. — On 

firft- 
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hrft-day  the  20th,  I attended,  in  the  forenoon, 
the  meeting  at  Pine-Street ; afternoon  at  the 
Bank,  and  in  the  evening  at  Market-Street. 
—On  id-day  the  feleft  morning  meeting ; 
^d-day  monthly  meeting  at  the  Bank ; 4th- 
day  the  monthly  meeting  at  Pine-Street;  5th- 
day  preparative  meeting  at  Market-Street, 
where  alfo  was  a marriage ; and  on  6th-day 
the  monthly  meeting  of  Friends  belonging  to 
Market-Street  meeting.  My  mind  was  deep- 
ly baptized  into  fympathy  with  the  fuffering 
feed  in  all  thefe  meetings — but  as  I was  fa- 
voured and  enabled  to  keep  in  the  life,  and 
attentive  to  the  openings  thereof,  I got  relief 
from  day  to  day,  in  a line  of  clofe  plain  deal- 
ing, which  was  to  me  very  laborious;  to  fome 
prefcnt  very  alarming  ; and  to  others  greatly 
confolating  and  encouraging. 

And  now,  finding  my  mind  greatly  reliev- 
ed from  a heavy  weight  of  exercife,  I had  to 
behold  the  great  danger  of  taking  my  flight 
on  a day  of  reft  and  pleafantnrfs. — Oh,  how 
careful  ought  we  to  be  in  ail  our  words  and 
aftions,  left,  feeling  eafe  and  liberty  in  our 
minds,  we  tranfgrefs  the  holy  limits  and 
boundaries  of  Truth  ; offend  fome  of  the 
little  ones  ; and  wound  our  own  fouls  ! Oh, 
thou  only  preferver  of  men,  preferve  me,  I 
pray  thee,  in  a humble  watchful  ftate,  with 
mine  eye  fingle  to  thy  holy  light,  both  in 
heights  and  depths,  henceforth  for  ever. 
Amen. 
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On  7th-day  the  27th,  I left  the  city,  and 
rode  to  Biberry,  to  the  houfe  of  that  deeply 
experienced  minifter  of  the  gofpel  James 
Thornton,  whom  1 much  loved  and  honour- 
ed— his  health  was  ill,  but  1 felt  him  to  be 
alive  in  the  everlafting  truth  ; I felt  near  and 
dear  unity  with  him  in  the  inward  covenant 
of  divine  life,  where  I law  and  felt  him  hid 
with  Chrift  in  God  ; grown  up  to  the  ftature 
of  a man  in  Chrift,  and  into  the  heavenly  au- 
thority and  eftablifhment,  as  a pillar  in  the 

temple  of  God,  that  fhaU  go  no  more  out 

1 was  much  edified  by  his  convt  rfation,  and 
judicious  unaffe&cd  remarks. — Oh  ! that  my 
latter  end  may  be  like  his  ! — Next  day  I at- 
tended the  meeting  at  faid  By  berry,  and  be- 
ing livingly  opened  into  the  ftate  of  things 
among  them,  and  helped  to  difeharge  my 
mind  in  Truth’s  holy  authority,  I felt  great 
relief  and  fatisfa&ion  And  the  day  follow- 
ing, having  fpent  a little  more  time  with  my 
dear  friend  James  Thornton,  and  vifited  his 
fon  Jofeph,  a choice  young  man,  but  very 
low,  and  likely  before  long  to  finifh  his 
ccurfe  here,  1 parted  with  them  in  fulnefs  of 
golpel  endearment,  and  rode  to  Wrightf- 
town,  where  next  day  I had  an  open  precious 
time  at  their  monthly  meeting.  Then  went 
home  with  my  dear  friend  John  Simpfon, 
who,  having  been  on  a religious  vifit  in  New- 
Lngland  fince  I left  home,  had  kindly  vifited 
my  dear  wife  and  family,  to  his  own,  and  I 
doubt  not  to  their  fatisfaflion  and  comfort. 
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Next  day  the  4th  of  the  week  and  3d  of  the 
month,  I went  to  fee  my  kind  friend  Thomas 
Smith  and  his  family,  of  Buckingham,  where, 
and  at  whofe  houfe,  my  dear  former  com- 
panion Jofeph  Mitchel  was  fick  and  died. 
We  were  glad  to  fee  each  other;  and  Thomas 
kindly  rode  with  me  to  Kingwood,  in  Weft 
New-Jerfey,  over  the  river  Delaware,  where, 
on  fifth- day,  I had  a good  refrelhing  meet- 
ing— and  another  on  fixth-day  at  our  friend 
Jofeph  Moore’s,  to  a degree  of  fatisfa&ion. 
Then  I returned  to  Kingwood,  parting  with 
Thomas  at  Jofeph  Moore’s.  I ftaid  at  King- 
wood  (not  being  clear)  until  after  the  meet- 
ing on  firft-day  the  7th  of  the  month ; an 
open,  large  and  en!arged  meeting  it  was, 
to  my  great  relief,  and  I trull:,  to  the  lafting 
benefit  of  divers  others.  I then  had  meetings 
on  third-day  at  Hardwick,  and  fifth-day  at 
Mendham — in  both  Truth  wrought  relief  and 
enlargement.  And  feeling  clear  of  thefe 
parts,  I went  to  New-York,  where,  on  firft- 
day  the  14th,  my  mind  and  mouth  were  liv- 
ingly  opened,  which  had  never  been  the  cafe 
in  that  city  before,  filence  having  always 
been  my  lot  when  there  before  ; but  now  my 
tongue  was  loofed,  though  in  a clofe  and 
fomewhat  alarming  manner,  yet  greatly  to 
my  own  peace,  both  fore  and  afternoon — - 
after  which  was  held,  by  appointment,  an 
evening  meeting  ; it  was  large,  and  dear  Ifaac 
Everett,  of  Pennfylvania,  now  on  his  return 
from  a religious  vifit  into  New-Erigland,  was 
iivingly  opened  and  favoured  in  this  evening 
A a 2 meeting. 


a68 


JOURNAL  OF 

meeting. — I alio  had  a few  words  in  this 
meeting,  and  then  felt  clear  of  the  city. 
But  dear  Ifaac  appointed  another  meeting 
next  day — 1 ftaid  and  attended  it — he  was 
helped  to  declare  deep  truths  in  Truth’s  au- 
thority— and  the  defire  of  my  heart  was  and 
is,  that  they  may  be  duly  regarded. 

On  3d-day  I left  the  city,  and  was  next 
day  at  monthly  meeting  at  Weftbury  on 
Long-Ifland  ; 5t’n-day  at  monthly  meeting  at 
Jericho;  6th-day  at  meeting  at  Martinacock; 
7th-day  at  Cow-Neck  ; firft-day  at  Weftbury 
again  ; and  on  2d-day  at  Bethphage — on  the 
whole  being  greatly  relieved  in  fpirit  after 
thefe  meetings,  wherein  I had  known  much 
fubjeftion  of  the  creaturely  will,  I found  my 
mind  quite  clear  and  eafy  : and  fo,  taking 
an  hearty  farewell  of  my  dear  friends  on  the 
Ifland,  I fat  out  for  New-England,  and  got 
home  to  my  dear  wife  and  family  on  7th-day 
the  27th  of  faid  third  month  — And  being 
thankful  in  heart  in  finding  them  in  ufual 
health,  and  having  to  believe  that  I had  fi- 
nifhed  the  fervice  required  of  me  at  this  time, 
and  had  been  directed  and  enabled  to  return 
as  I went  forth,  in  the  Lord’s  own  time  and 
will,  I bowed  low  in  inward  awfulnefs  and 
proftration  before  him,  once  more  giving  up 
and  dedicating  my  life  and  my  all  to  his  fer- 
vice, in  full  faith  and  afturance  that,  if  I rely 
wholly  on  him,  and  remain  to  be  given  up  to 
be  juft  where  and  what  he  pleafes,  go  at  his 
command,  and  come  at  his  command,  and  at 
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his  command  ftand  ftill,  he  will  not  fail  or 
forfake  me;  but  will  bear  up,  fupport  and 
prei'erve,  through  all  toffings,  tempefts  and 
dangers,  both  inward  and  outward  ; and  that 
‘ though  the  fig-tree  fhould  not  bloflbm,  nor 
‘ fruit  be  in  the  vine;  though  the  labour  of 
‘ the  olive  fhould  fail,  the  flocks  be  cut  off 

* from  the  fold,  and  no  herd  be  in  the  flail  ;9 
though  all  earthly  confolation  fhould  fail ; yet 
ftill  I may,  and  if  fteadfaftly  patient  and  faith- 
ful, certainly  fhall,  amidft  all  conflifls,  dan- 
gers and  toils,  at  times  and  feafons,  ‘ rejoice 

* in  the  Lord,  and  joy  in  the  God  of  my  fal- 

* vation  ;’f  and  finally  fing  his  praife  for  ever, 
in  that  habitation,  the  houfe  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 

My  dear  wife  and  children,  as  alfo  my 
friends,  appeared  glad  of  my  fafe  return  to 
them  again  ; and  on  my  own  part,  I was  tru- 
ly glad  once  more  to  be  favoured  with  their 
endeared  company  and  converfation — may 
we  all  fo  abide  in  the  holy  root  of  life,  and 
fo  under  the  influence  and  direction  of  the 
inward  light,  as  that  we  may  be  mutual  helps 
and  encouragements  to  each  other,  in  the  ar- 
duous path  and  pilgrimage  of  a trul)?  chriftian 
life,  through  the  remaining  courfe  of  time 
allotted  us  in  this  vale  of  tears,  this  fcene  of 
viciflitudes,  tribulations  and  joys. 

I was  out  on  this  exercifing  journey  a year 
and  about  fifteen  days,  and  travelled,  by  com- 
A a 3 putation, 
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putation,  about  five  thoufand  three  hundred 
miles.  And  though  my  trials  and  inward 
exercifes  have  often  been  more  deeply  prov- 
ing than  I have  words  to  convey  to  any  who 
have  not  travelled  a path  of  like  painful  ex- 
perience ; yet  I have  ever  found,  that  as  faith 
and  patience  have  been  abode  in,  and  fuffer- 
ings  quietly  fubmitted  to,  the  refult  has  been, 
a coining  forth  with  fongs  of  praife  and  hal- 
lelujahs, into  the  viftory  and  dominion  of 
Truth,  and  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of 
God. — And  I think  I may  fay,  that  through 
divine  help,  without  which  I know  I can  do 
nothing,  I have  been  preferved  through  fome 
of  the  deepeft  probations,  and  tribulations  of 
my  life,  in  more  conftant  refignation  to  the 
divine  will,  than  ever  was  for  a like  fpace  of 
time  and  under  equal  extremity  of  trial,  and 
varied  anxiety,  my  attainment  and  experience 
before  ! — Bleifed  for  ever,  over  all,  be  the 
great  name  of  the  Lord,  and  to  him  be  all 
the  praife. 
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An  account  of  his  wife's  lajl  ftcknefs  and  death  — 
fome  of  her  dying  fayings , and  his  peculiar 
exercifes  and  trials  at  that  time , and  efpecial « 
/y  on  that  occafton, 

TTAVING  thus  performed  the  fervicc 
XT  required  of  me  in  the  fouthern  Hates, 
I palled  near  three  years  at  and  about  home  j 
and  had,  as  ufual,  many  dole  trials  and  be- 
fetments  to  pafs  through  from  time  to  time 
till  in  the  7th  month  1791,  it  pleafed  the 
Moll  High  to  prove  me  in  a very  near  and 
heart-exercifing  manner,  in  the  removal  by 
death  of  my  dearly  beloved  wife.  This  trial 
came  at  a time  when  I was  otherways  deeply 
plunged  into  many  probations,  both  inwardly 
and  outwardly. — My  Hate  indeed  to  me  bore 
a lively  refemblance  to  that  of  Job  of  old — * 
wave  on  wave,  and  forrow  upon  forrow,  feem- 
ed  almolt  ready  to  fwallow  me  up.  But  the 
Lord  had  an  end  in  all  my  forrows. — And  had 
he  not  been  with  me  in  the  dec-ps,  and  borne 
up  my  head  above  the  waves,  I had  been 
fwallowed  up  fuddenly,  and  drowned  in  the 
mighty  waters  of  affliction  ! 

I thought  before  my  wife’s  ficknefs,  it  was 
very  doubtful  whether  I Ihould  ever  get  fafely 
through  my  many  befetments  : but  alas ! in 
the  midlf  of  thefe  trials,  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
to  take  from  me  the  dear  partner  of  my  joys, 
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and  fympathizer  in  my  forrows. — She  was 
confined  to  her  bed-chamber  two  weeks, 
during  great  part  of  which  time,  fhe  was  in 
exquifite  bodily  pain,  which  fhe  bore  with 
becoming  patience.  One  day  fhe  lay  ftill 
and  quiet,  as  if  fhe  was  in  a Humber  ; but  on 
hearing  it  remarked  at  night,  that  it  had  been 
a favourable  day  to  her  as  to  pain,  fhe  faid, 
it  had  been  a day  of  much  pain  to  her,  though 
fhe  had  not  complained,  for  file  felt  no  liber- 
ty to  complain ; but  found  it  her  place  to  bear 
all  that  was  laid  upon  her  patiently.  I kept 
an  account  of  divers  lively  expreflions  which 
dropped  from  her  in  her  ficknefs,  and  which 
abundantly  evinced  her  refignation  of  mind 
and  acquiefcence  with  the  divine  will  in  re- 
gard to  her  approaching  diffolution,  which 
fhe  feemed  clearly  fenfible  of,  and  divers 
times  fpake  of ; but  what  I wrote  got  miflaid, 
and  I have  not  fince  found  it ; I much  regret 
the  lofs  of  it,  and  efpecially  becaufe  her  ad- 
vice to  our  dear  children  might  have  been 
very  ufeful  — She  alfo  gave  very  fuitable  ad- 
vice to  her  brothers  and  fillers,  and  expreffed 
her  thankfulnefs  to  her  parents  for  their 
watchful  and  even  reftraining  care  exercifed 
towards  her  in  her  younger  years,  when  fhe 
ufed  to  think  a little  more  liberty  would  have 
been  no  harm  ; but  now  fhe  faw  fhe  was  then 
too  ignorant  of  the  dangerous  tendency  of 
thofe  liberties,  and  rejoiced  that  they  did  not 
give  way  to  her  inclinations — She  prdTed  it 
upon  her  brothers  and  fillers  to  remember 
their  parents  in  their  old  age — told  them. 
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they  had  done  much  for  them  when  they 
were  unable  to  help  thcmfelves — that  now 
they  were  growing  old  and  feeble,  and  to  be 
kind  to  them  and  not  forget  them. — She  alfo 
defired  them  not  to  forget  their  brother, 
(meaning  myfelf)  faying,  ‘ he  will  have  many 
‘ affli&ions  to  pats  through,  with  much  care. 

* — And  likewife  forget  not  thefe  little  chil- 

* dren,  they  will  mifs  their  mother,  and  need 
‘ the  care  of  their  uncles  and  aunts.*  And 
fpeaking  to  one  of  her  fifters,  faid,  * thou 
‘ haft  done  a great  deal  for  them,  and  mull 

* not  think  of  doing  lefs  when  their  mother 

* is  gone.’ 

She  charged  it  upon  our  children  to  be 
obedient  to  their  father,  loving  to  one  an- 
other. and  good  to  their  aged  grandfather. — 
Two  Friends  coming  in,  who  had  both  been 
widowers,  after  feveral  other  weighty  expref- 
fions,  (he  defired  them  not  to  forget  the  af- 
flifted — told  them  they  knew  fomet'ning  of 
fuch  trials  as  her  dear  hufband  would  be 
furrounded  with,  and  that  die  hoped  they 
would  not  be  unmindful  of  him  — I can 
fcarcely  write  this  account  without  mourning 
the  lofs  of  that  I wrote  from  day  to  day  in 
her  ficknefs. 

One  day,  after  expreffing  her  entire  wil- 
lingnefs  to  be  taken  hence  at  this  time,  fhe 
faid  to  me,  ‘ but  I have  feveral  times  thought 

* I fliould  have  been  willing  to  have  taken 

* the  care  of  thefe  dear  children  a little 

‘ longer 


274 


JOURNAL  OF 

* longer  if  it  bad  been  the  divine  will — and  I 

* have  thought,  if  it  might  have  been  fo  or- 

* dered,  I could  have  given  up  every  thing 
‘ that  might  have  been  called  for,  even  if  it 
‘ had  been  to  give  thee  up  to  travel  in  truth’s 

* Service,  let  the  time  be  longer  or  Ihorter : 

‘ I have  always  given  thee  up  with  a good 
‘ degree  of  cheerfulnefs,  and  have  been  fup- 

* ported  in  thy  abfence  beyond  my  expecta- 
tion ; and  yet  I have  often  thought, -Since 

* thy  return  from  thy  laft  journey,  that  I did 

* not  know  that  I could  ever  give  thee  up 

* again,  or  bear  up  in  thy  abfence  ; but  in 
‘ this  ficknefs  I have  felt  as  though  I could 

* give  up  all,  if  I might  be  Spared  a little 
‘ longer  to  help  along  in  the  care  of  the 
‘ children — it  has  feemed  to  me  that  I fhould 

* give  thee  up,  my  dear  hufband,  to  go 
‘ where-ever  the  Lord  might  lead  thee — it 

* has  feemed  fo,  but  may  be  it  would  not  be 

* fo  with  me,  if  I fnould  be  tried  with  it ; and 

* perhaps  1 lhail  be  taken  away  that  thou 
‘ mayeft  be  fet  more  fully  at  liberty  to  at- 
‘ tend  to  the  Lord’s  requirings  in  whatever 

* part  of  the  world  he  may  fee  meet  to  employ 

* thee.’  Then  {he  exprelfed  her  deep  fenie 
of  my  kindnefs  to  her  in  her  ficknefs,  and 
her  heart-felt  Sympathy  with  me  in  my  trials, 
part,  prefent  and  to  come,  and  her  living  de- 
jires  for  my  Support  and  preservation  through 
all  to  the  end  of  my  race,  in  fuch  a moving 
manner,  that  the  frefh  fenie  thereof  melts  my 
heart  when  I recoiled  the  time  and  fubltance 
of  the  converfation — and  1 trufl.  I {hall  not 

foon, 
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foon,  if  ever,  forget  the  endearment  and  fo- 
lemnity  attending  it. 

On  my  going  into  the  room  very  {hortly 
before  the  fcene  was  clofed  with  her  here, 
ihe  exprefled  great  gladnefs  at  feeing  me, 
and  that  (he  had  been  defiring  me  to  come — 
I believe  the  was  fenfible  her  end  was  juft 
approaching. — She  exprefled  great  thankful- 
nefs  to  her  dear  young  friend  A.  A.  for  the 
great  care  (he  had  taken  of  her  through  the 
night.  All  that  was  alive  in  me  was  moved 
at  this  time,  for  I law  ihe  was  juft  going. 
Oh  ! how  expreflivcly  fhe  looked  upon  me ! 
how  endearing  her  expreflions  ! but  (he  was 
foon  paft  converfation,  and  reflgned  her  foul 
up  to  him  who  gave  it,  on  the  morning  of 
the  5th  of  the  7th  month  1791,  dying  of  a 
putrid  diforder,  and  was  buried  the  6th  in 
Friends  burying  ground  in  Providence. 

Through  divine  help  my  mind  was  pretty 
well  flayed,  though  deeply  affected  and  ten- 
derly moved  through  her  ficknefs,  death  and 
burial.  And  through  all,  and  after  all,  1 have 
this  confolation,  that  her  lbul  was  centred  in 
divine  love,  an  1 fweetened  with  a fore-tafle 
of  heavenly  enjoyment.  And  though  painful 
to  me  the  reparation,  and  trying  in  many  of 
my  lonely  moments  ; yet  in  God  I have  confi- 
dence and  hope  of  confolation,  and  I dare 
not  do  any  other  than  blefs  his  holy  name  iri 
every  trial ; and  if  he  but  preferves  my  foul 

alive 
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alive  in  him,  and  faithful  in  his  covenant; 
all  elfe  I yield  to  his  all-wife  difpofal. 

Many  a mournful  day  and  anxious  night 
did  I pafs  through,  in  this  my  lonefome  con- 
dition, and  in  a deep-felt  fenfe  of  the  buffet- 
ings  of  Satan  within,  and  certain  outward 
probations,  in  wifdom  fuffered  to  belet  me. 
I law  clearly  I mull  be  redeemed  from  many 
things  wherein  fome  are  taking  fatisfa&ion, 
if  I would  live  wholly  unto  God.  1 faw  alfo 
that  he  fuffered  me  to  be  many  ways  affliffed, 
in  order  that  I might  be  fo  redeemed.  Some- 
times it  feemed  as  if  I could  fcarce  live  thro’ 
my  inward  baptifms,  and  outward  befetmcnts; 
yet  hill  preffed  forward,  until,  in  a time  of 
deep  diftrefs,  I found  relief  and  confolation, 
in  remembering  that  fome  of  the  mod  diftref- 
(ing  mornings  of  my  life,  have  been  followed 
by  lome  of  the  molt  happy  and  joyful  even- 
ings  ; and  fome  of  the  mod  melancholy  even- 
ings, by  mornings  of  mod  lubftantial  glad- 
nefs — therefore  drew  the  following  conclu- 
fron  : 1 will  ffrive  to  moderate  my  joy  in  the 
moment  of  profperily — and  in  the  hour  of 
adverfity,  I will  endeavour  to  hope  ; for  tho’ 
for;  ow  may  remain  for  the  night,  yet  joy 
cometh  in  the  morning,  i 
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Extracts  from  his  diary , and  an  account  of  his 
vifit  into  Connecticut. 

7th  mo.  i2thT  Feel  that  I (land  in  need  of 
1791.  Jl  a renewal  of  my  ftrength,  in 

(regard  to  religious  life  and  progrefs,  and  am 
afrefh  confirmed,  a chriftian’s  life  is  (as  he 
minds  his  proper  bufinefs)  a continual  war- 
fare ! — Oh  my  foul,  watch  and  pray  continu- 
ally— and  think  not  to  get  forward  rightly 
by  an  intermitting  watch  ; a watch  fometiines 
pretty  well  maintained  ; and  anon,  almoft  or 
quite  wholly  negletted  : for  be  allured  the 
enemy  will  make  an  inroad  upon  thee,  if  thou 
thus  negle&eft  the  watch. — O holy  Father, 
and  Fountain  of  light,  life  and  ftrength,  I 
pray  thee,  enable  me  to  watch  and  pray  with- 
out ceafing. 

1 6th  day.  Afflicted  and  not  comforted  ; yet 
dare  not  let  go  my  hold,  nor  look  out  to  vifi- 
bles  for  enjoyment.  My  ftate  feemea  that  of 
almoft  total  abftinence. — 23d.  Humbled  and. 
bowed  in  grateful  proftration  and  reverence, 
in  contemplating  on  the  wonderful  goodnefs 
of  God  to  mankind  through  all  ages,  efpe- 
cially  in  opening  and  revealing,  by  his  holy 
fpirit,  the  deep  things  of  his  heavenly  king- 
dom to  poor  frail  man. — 27th,  a day  of^great 
deliverance  and  enlargement  in  gofpel  autho- 
rity in  the  miniftry  and  doctrine  of  Chrift  — 
B b and 
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and  fome  faithful  labours  for  the  good  of  the 
brethren  in  a more  private  way — 28th,  fat 
under  my  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  where  none 
could  make  afraid. — 29th.  I find  yet  need  of 
dying  daily — have  in  good  degree  fubmitted 
to  it  this  day.  Lord,  let  not  thine  hand 
f'pare,  nor  thine  eye  pity,  till  thou  bringeft 
forth  judgment  unto  victory  in  me. — 5th  of 
8th  mo.  I feel  that  my  God  has  greatly 
weaned,  and  is  weaning  me;  but  I want  to 
be  able  to  fay,  through  and  w’ith  my  Saviour, 

* I have  overcome  the  world. 1 greatly  de- 
fire fully  and  unrefervedly  to  die  to  every 
thing  that  is  not  of  the  Father,  whether  it  be 
of  the  world,  the  fiefn  or  the  devil — in  fhort, 
to  know  an  overcoming  of  all  evil,  and  all  evil 
motions  and  defires,  fo  as  that  they  may  die  i 
at  the  root.  And,  indeed,  this  is  the  only  true 
and  effe&ual  overcoming  ; for  ‘ now  alfo  the 

‘ ax  is  laid  unto  the  root  of  the  tree,’f  not 
the  branches  only  to  lop  and  crop  them,  but  ; 
to  cut  up  the  tree  at  the  very  root.  And 
talk  what  men  will  of  imputation-— none  are  < 
thofe  overcomets  to  whom  the  promife  is 
made  and  will  be  performed,  that  they  fhall  fj 

* eat  of  the  hidden  manna’j — ‘ have  a right 

* to  the  tree  of  |j  life’ — ‘ receive  a while  flone 

* and  a new  name’ — 4 enter  in  through  the 

* gates  into  the  city,  and  be  made  pillars  in 
‘ the  temple  of  God,  that  fhall  go  no  more 
‘ out,’§  but  thofe  who  maintain  the  warfare 
againft  fin,  until  Satan  is  wholly  bruifed 

# under 
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under  them,  and  the  * law  of  the  fpirit  of  life 
« in  Ohrid  Jefus  fet  them  free  from  the  law 
‘ of  fin  and  death.’ — Oh ! bleffed  holy  God, 
and  Father  of  all  our  fure  mercies,  lead  on, 
I pray  thee,  as  thou  haft  begun,  my  ex- 
ercifed  foul,  through  all  the  remaining  Peeps 
and  ftages  of  fanCtification,  until  true  judg- 
ment break  forth  unto  victory  over  ail  fin 
in  me. 

6th. — Bleffed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  i — 
the  work  goes  on — righteoufnefs  is  laid  to  the 
line,  and  judgment  to  the  plumb-line,  in  my 
foul.  Lord,  fpare  not,  nor  ftay  thy  hand — 
cleanfe  thoroughly  the  floor  of  my  heart,  and 
burn  up  all  the  chaff  in  me  with  thy  baptiz- 
ing unquenchable  fire. — 19th,  I feel  much 
reconciled  to  the  divine  will,  and  therein  to 
ail  my  fufferings  and  afflictions,  inward  and 
outward  ; and  do  not  wifh  them  removed 
until  they  have  done  all,  for  which  the  Lord 
leads  me  into  them.  And  further,  it  is  my 
defire,  that  I may  never  feek  or  take  fatisfac- 
tion  in  any  thing  this  world  affords,  otherwife 
than  according  to  God’s  molt  holy  will;  but 
that  I may  receive  every  bleffing,  every  fa- 
vour, comfort  and  confolation,  as  alio  every 
trial,  affliction,  crofs  and  difappointment,  as 
coming  from  his  hand — and  fo  learn  truly  to 
‘ rejoice  evermore,  and  in  every  thing  give 
* thanks.’*  So  let  it  be,  O Lord  my  God, 
for  ever — and  may  I,  in  every  purfuit,  attend 
to  thy  counfel  and  direction — may  1 fee  in 
B b 2 thy 
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thy  light,  that  it  is  ncceffiiry  and  expedient 
that  I be  engaged  in  this  or  that,  either-fpiri- 
tual  or  temporal  vocation — may  I be  ever 
ready  and  willing  to  purfue  every  necelfary 
engagement,  exercife  and  labour,  of  either 
kind — may  a firm  reliance  on  thy  providential 
care  and  bleffing,  prevent  all  improper  hafte 
or  anxiety — may  I purfue,  from  day  to  day, 
the  work  and  proper  bufinefs  of  the  day,  with 
fuitable  diligence,  moderation  and  compofure, 
unanxious  for  the  event,  or  for  what  may  be 
to-morrow,  or  fome  future  time  ; but  firmly 
believing  that  all  things  will  and  do  work  to- 
gether for  the  good  of  every  foul  that  truly 
loves  thee — and  that  the  only  right  way  for 
me  to  promote  the  profperity  of  my  future 
days,  is,  to  a it  well  my  part  to-day,  in  thy 
counfel ; leaving  the  difpofal  of  events  to  thy 
providential  wifdom  and  goodnefs. — Thus 
will  day  unto  day  utter  fpeech,  and  night  unto 
night  fhew  knowledge — One  day’s  work,  be- 
ing rightly  done,  will  tend  towards  the  right 
opening  to,  and  performing  aright,  the  work 
and  fcrvice  of  the  fucceeding  day — and  here 
will  be  found  no  occafion  to  anticipate  the 
difficulties  of  the  morrow',  for  ‘ fufficient  unto 
*•  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof. ’f  On  the  one  ; 
hand,  there  will  be  no  time  to  be  idle — nor 
on  the  other,  to  be  over  anxious  or  troubled. 

— If  fparrows  fall  not  to  the  ground  without 
God’s  providence — furely  he  will  never  leave 
nor  forfake  the  foul  that  trufleth  in  him  — 1 

* The 
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The  life  indeed  is  more  than  meat,  and  the 
body  than  raiment. 

lift.  Highly  favoured  and  greatly  reliev- 
ed was  my  exercifed  mind,  in  the  meeting  at 
Uxbridge.  Truth’s  teftimony  flowed  like  oil, 
and  important  doctrines  were  therein  opened 
to  the  people. — 28th.  This  morning,  I trull:, 
my  mind  is  in  fubje&ion  to  the  divine  will, 
though  heavily  laden  with  inward  exercife  — 
Oh,  gracious  God,  deliver  me  from  all  evil, 
and  make  me  wholly  thine ! — In  our  fore- 
noon meeting  my  foul  praifed  God  in  filent 
adoration,  on  the  banks  of  heart-feit  deliver- 
ance. Dear  Mary  Ridgeway  and  Jane  Wat- 
l'on,  from  Ireland,  attended,  and  were  livingly 
opened  in  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  fpake 
with  life  and  precifion  to  feveral  hates  pre- 
fent.  I think  words  never  dropt  from  human 
lips  that  ever  fank  deeper  into  my  heart,  than 
a few  that  dear  Mary  uttered  towards  the 
ciofe  of  her  teftimony — fpeaking  to  the  Lord’s 
tried  fervants,  mentioned,  that  where  Chrift 
is,  there  they  muft  be  ; and  that  Ihe  had  felt 
her  mind  very  nearly  united  in  deep  fytnpa- 
thy  with  fome  very  clofely  tried  fouls  prefent; 
ihe  added,  4 And  it  is  with  me  juft  to  revive 
4 in  the  remembrance  of  thefe,  what  Chrift 
‘ faid  to  his  dear  difciples,  7e  are  they  which 
4 have  continued  with  me  in  my  temptations , and 
4 1 appoint  unto  you  a kingdom.’ |j  Oh,  there  is 
deep  meaning  in  it ; my  foul  felt  it  in  the 
everlafting  covenant  of  divine  light  and  life, 
B b 3 and 
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and  well  underftood  the  meaning  of  it. — 
Verily,  unlefs  we  not  only  know  what  it  is  to 
be  with  him  in  his  temptations  now  and  then 
a little  while,  but  to  continue  with  him  to  the 
end  without  forfaking  him,  we  cannot  reign 
with  him  in  his  kingdom.  But  ah ! faith 
my  foul,  the  fore  and  almoft  inexpreflible 
tribulations  and  conflicls  that  are  endured  by 
fuch  for  a feafon  as  do  truly  and  faithfully 
continue  with  him  in  his  temptations  ! 

Formalifls  may  dream,  conceive,  and  talk 
about  them  ; but  none  know  the  depth  there- 
of, but  fuch  as  do,  through  all  pain,  peril  and 
probation,  continue  with  him. — Bow  low,  Oh 
my  foul,  and  blefs  his  name  for  ever,  that  he 
has  thus  far  enabled  thee  to  be  with  him , not 
only  in  his  reign,  but  again  and  again  in  po- 
verty, fufferings  and  death.  Thou  knoweft, 
thou  deeply,  painfully,  and  joyfully  knoweft, 
that  this  leads  to,  and  mult  precede  thy  fel- 
lowfhip  with  him  in  glory.  But  ftng,  O ye 
heavens,  and  Ihout  for  joy,  ye  redeemed  fouls 
on  earth  ; as  the  pilgrimage,  though  painful, 
is  rightly  continued,  and  he  is  continued  with 
through  all  ; the  confolation  that  follows, 
when  the  angels  minifter  to  him  and  us,  as 
fellow-heirs  of  God,  yea,  joint-heirs  of  glo- 
ry ; every  ftgh,  and  every  forrow,  is  far  more 
than  compenfated  to  us  : therefore,  Oh  thou 
tribulated  follower  of  Chrift,  in  the  regene- 
ration, hold  on  thy  way,  faint  not,  hold  faft 
that  thou  haft  received  ; 1ft  no  man  take  thy 
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crown  ; be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  he 
will  give  thee  a crown  of  life. 

Afternoon,  my  foul  bowed  low  before  the 
Lord  in  reverent,  thankful  adoration,  and 
blefled  his  holy  name. — And  may  his  name 
be  blefled  and  praifed  for  ever  by  me,  and 
all  the  living. — Oh,  the  living , the  living — ■ 
they  alone  can  praife  him — the  dead  may  ling 
in  the  dead  letter  ; but  cannot  praife  nor  cele- 
brate the  name  of  the  Lord  Almighty.  This 
has  been  a day  of  divine  favour,  after  a fcene 
of  almoft  unutterable  anxiety  and  bitternefs 
of  foul  for  much  of  many  days  and  weeks 
paft:  the  exercifes  attending  me  thro’  which, 
the  Lord  my  God  alone  is  fully  acquainted 
with.  But  enough  it  is,  that  he  knows  them 
thoroughly1,  and  that  with  him  in  fecret  every 
figh  is  numbered,  and  every  tear  bottled  up 
in  remembrance  ; and  will  certainly,  as  his 
will  is  fteadily  abode  in,  be  changed  into 
wine,  new,  in  his  heavenly  kingdom.  Amen, 
Amen — thy  will,  O God,  be  done  for  ever  ! 

9th  month  1 ft.  The  Lord,  the  God  of  my 
life,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fill  my  foul  with 
the  overflowing  of  divine  love,  and  infliinings 
of  divine  light,  ■which  continued  with  me 
until  late  in  the  night,  and  wherein  I have 
been  much  inftru&ed. — And,  O Lord,  my 
God,  I humbly  crave  of  thee  to  enable  me, 
rightly,  to  fettle,  or  to  have  and  know,  thro’ 
thy  help,  rightly  fettled  in  my  mind,  every 
neceflary  rule,  limit  and  regulation  of  life ; 
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and  that  thou  wouldeft  fteadily  hold  my  hand 
and  guide  my  fret,  in  ways  that  will  pleafe 
thee,  until  every  fuch  rule  ami  limitation,  re- 
ceive the  fan&ion  in  my  heart  of  a divine  law, 
that  is  not  to  be  broken  again  for  ever  ; yea, 
until  a confirmed  and  habitual  obfervance  of 
them  fhall  have  conformed  my  whole  life 
thereunto  ; and  therein  to  thy  divine  will,  I 
and  heavenly  image.  Amen  i 

icth  month  4th.  Jefus  Chrift  is  my  only 
hope  of  glory — my  only  confolation  in  every 
wo.  O,  1 long  to  be  wholly  his  at  all  times 
—I  long  to  be  able  to  fay  continually  and 
truly,  ‘ my  foul  is  even  as  a weaned  child.’* 

It  is  delightful  to  me  to  feel  myfelf  like  a 
child — that  is,  weaned  from  what  I mod  de- 
lighted in — yea,  from  much  if  any  remaining 
delight  in  any  thing  but  the  love  of  God  Ihed 
abroad  in  my  foul  — 10th  month  6th.  Still 
thankful  for  prefervation,  and  begging  to  be 
preferved  ; much  broken  off  from  all  crea- 
turely  dependence,  and  all  human,  all  earthly 
confolation  ; caring  very  little  where  1 am, 
or  may  be  ; what  I am,  or  may  be  about ; 
or  what  does,  or  may  happen  to  me  ; fo  that 
in  and  through  all  1 may  be  preferved  from 
all  fin.  I fcarce  have  any  wilh  about  my  life, 
whether  I may  live  long,  or  be  foon  releafed  ; 
whether  I may  have  little  or  much  of  this 
world  ; little  or  much  toil  of  body  or  mind  ; . 
little  or  much  of  the  favours  and  friend/hip ; 
or  the  frowns  and  reproa^Jres  of  naan — fo  that 
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through  all  I may  dwell  fteadfaftly  given  up 
to  the  will  of  my  God. 

10th  month  7th.  O,  thou  ever  watchful, 
and  unflumbering  Shepherd  of  Ifrael,  I beg 
and  befeech  thee,  on  the  bended  knees  of  my 
proftrated  foul,  that  thou  wouldft  arife  and 
fave ; and  fuffer  me  not  to  crave  thy  aid  in 
vain.  O,  make  I pray  thee,  my  feelings,  on 
the  approach  of  every  temptation,  quick  and 
lively,  in  watchfulnefs  and  refiftance  againft 
all  fin  ; and  raife  in  the  in m-o(l  of  my  foul, 
an  unabated  and  unremitting  abhorrence  of 
all  evil ; and  even  of  all  that  tends  to  lead 
the  mind  into  it,  or  weaken  its  fortitude,  or 
abate  its  perfeverance  in  holy  wreftling  war- 
fare and  watchfulnefs  againft  it — For,  Oh  my 
God  and  my  all ; I cannot  be  willing  to  con- 
tinue in  fin  ; I cannot  confent  to  let  thee  go, 
or  ceafe  my  wreftling  with  thee,  until  thou 
blefs  me,  and  prcferveft  my  foul  from  all  pol- 
lution and  defilement.  Oh  haften,  I pray 
thee,  my  deliverance  from  all  evil,  and  bruife 
Satan  under  my  feet ; for  thine  is  the  power, 
the  kingdom  and  glory  for  ever.  Amen. 

10th  month  8th.  I renewed  covenant  with 
God,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
through  his  help,  to  be  given  up.  and  wholly 
devoted  to  his  will  and  difpofal : therefore,  in 
awful  proftration,  humility,  abafement  and 
total  renunciation  of  my  own  ability  without 
thee,  I call  my  care  wholly  upon  thee  ; and 
look  up  to  thee  and  thy  holy  habitation  for 
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aid.  I am  fare  I can  do  nothing  without  thee 
— I am  fuliy  perfuaded,  through  thee  I can 
do  all  things  required  of  me.  O holy  Father, 
thou  knoweji  that  I love  thee — that  I love  thee 
above  all  things,  and  that  I would  rather  lay 
down  my  life,  than  live  to  fin  againft  thee. 

O keep  my  foul  alive  and  fuller  it  not  to  have 
caufe  again  to  deplore  a renewed  deviation 
from  the  way  of  life  and  falvation  ; but  as 
foon  as  Satan  attempts  to  enfnare,  give  me,  I 
pray  thee,  *o  behold  him — to  rife  up  in  thine 
invincible  life  and  power  againlt  him,  and 
therein  to  tread  him  under  my  feet. 

ioth  month  1 8th.  This  day  I am  forty  1 
years  old.  I have  gone  through  many  deep  1 
probations — have  made  many  confiderable  fa- 
crifices  for  the  fake  of  peace  of  mind — and 
have  alfo  at  times  come  Ihort  of  that  ftriCtnefs 
of  life,  watch  and  devotion,  which  I have 
believed  Truth  required  of  me.  O Lord  my 
God  and  Saviour  ; ttiy  holy  aid,  I fti'l  do 
crave.  I know  I have  not  yet  fullv  and  abid- 
ingly attained  thereto.  My  faith  in  the  pof- 
fibility  and  neceflity  of  attaining  it.  thou  haft 
unfliakenly  eftablilhed.  O then,  I pray  thee, 
enable  me  to  ‘ go  on  to  perfection. ’f  1 have 
vowed  to  ferve  thee  for  ever,  through  rhy 
help,  and  I wilh  ever  to  keep  my  covenant — 
And  in  keeping  my  covenant  with  thee,  there 
will  be  ‘ no  condemnation  but  will  be  a 
date  of  fuch  deep  and  conftanr  dwelling  ‘ in 
Chrift  Jefus,’  as  excises  * walking  altrr  the 
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flefh  ; and  preferves  the  f?ul  in  a Ileadfafl: 
•walking  in  and  after  the  J pint . 

10th  month  20th.  I opened  my  concern  in 
our  preparative  meeting  to  make  a religious 
vifit  to  fome  of  the  people  in  the  ftate  of  (.  on- 
nefticut,  and  26th,  laid  the  fame  before  our 
monthly  meeting. 

28th  of  1 ith  mo.  Riding  on  the  road,  my 
mind  was  livinglv  opened;  and  1 beheld,  in 
the  vifions  of  God,  large  fields  of  labour  al- 
lotted me  in  his  fervice.  A language  ran 
livingly  through  my  foul,  and  the  whole  man 
feemed  alrnoft  fwallowed  up  in  the  flowings 
of  life  which  accompanied  the  glorious  prof- 
pect ! The  language  was  on  this  wife: — 
‘ Thou  art  called  and  appointed,  and  through 
many  and  deep  tribulations  I have  feparated 
thee  a prophet  to  the  nations.  Thou  halt 
very  little  more  ever  to  do  in  the  bufinefs 
and  affairs  of  this  life.  Gather  thy  mind 
from  all  cumbering  things,  and  ftand  fingiy 
and  wholly  devoted  to  my  work,  fervice  and 
appointment.  Regard  not  the  world  ; thou 
mud  be  about  thy  heavenly  Father’s  bufinefs; 
thou  muff  attend  to  my  directions,  and  fub- 
mit  therein  to  thy  proper  allotment  My  will 
and  purpofe  requires  and  loudly  calls,  and 
has  called,  for  greater  dedication  of  heart  and 
finglenefs  of  devotion  to  my  work  and  fervice 
in  the  glorious  gofpel.  Take  no  thought  for 
the  morrow  : do  to  day  what  thou  findeft  to 
do,  in  my  light,  and  in  the  liberty  and  allot- 
ment 
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ment  of  my  holy  fpirit.  Be  thou  faithful  unto  t 
death,  and  I will  affuredly  give  thee  a crown  * 
of  life  ; I will  hold  thee  in  my  holy  hand  for  r 
ever  ; I will  provide  for  and  take  care  of  thy 
motherlefs,  and,  as  it  were,  fatherlefs  children 
in  thy  abl'ence.— But  if  thou  decline  my  fer- 
vice  and  appointment,  I can,  and  affuredly  i 
will,  blaft  aJl  thy  undertakings.  Thou  mayeft  R 
think  to  do  fomething  for  thy  children  ; but  u 
thou  (halt  find,  to  thy  humiliation  and  dif-  I 
appointment,  thy  labours  fhall  be  vain  and  si 
fruitlefs  ; thou  fhalt  but  toil  in  the  night  and 
attain  nothing  ; blafting  and  mildew  fhall  at-  5 
tend  thee  ; thy  children  fhall  not  be  availingly  ri 
affifled  by  all  thy  fuch  like  endeavours.  Thy 
comfort  in  them  fhall  be  little  or  nothing, 
and  above  all  this,  thy  foul  fhall  fuffer  lofs ; : 
temptation  fhall  prevail  againft  thee ; Satan  i 
fhall  be  let  loofe  to  buffet  thee,  and  fhall  be  : 
permitted  to  prevail ; thy  life  fhall  be  a life 
of  bitternefs  and  defolation  ; neither  the  hea- 
ven nor  the  earth  fhall  afford  thee  enjoyment  : 
— thou  fhalt  drag  out  a miferable  life  in  anxi- 
ety, and  wifh  thou  hadft  never  been.  But  if 
in  full  and  unreferved  reliance  on  my  all-fuf- 
ficiency,  thou  giveft  up  thy  life  and  thy  all  to 
my  difpofal,  I will  never  leave  thee  nor  for-  i 
fake  thee  ; no  lack  of  any  good  thing  fhalt 
thou  ever  have  caufe  to  complain  of.  I am ' j 
Alpha  and  Omega — I am  all  in  all — take  me 
as  fuch  for  thy  only  portion,  and  feek  no 
other  inheritance.  In  blefling  I will  for  ever 
blefs  thee — and  evermore  in  all  things  will  I 
fuftain  thee,  and  that  fhrough  all  time  and 
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eternity — thy  foul  and  all  pertaining  to  thee, 
fhall  be  perfe&ly  fafe  in  my  care  and  difpofal 
-•-The  wind  and  the  fea  fhall,  to  thy  awful 
admiration,  obey  me — Thou  fhalt  fee  marvel- 
lous things  in  diftant  lands,  and  wonders  in 
remote  regions — Thou  fhalt  view  the  heav- 
jngs  and  rollings  of  the  ocean — the  fea  fhall 
tofs  and  roar  about  thee,  and  foam  and  rage 
tremendoufly — Amazement  fhall  feize  the 
mariners,  the  failors  hearts  fhall  tremble.— 
But  in  the  midft  of  all  this  amazement,  thy 
foul  fhall  know  its  anchor,  and,  in  undoubting 
reliance  on  my  Omnipotence,  thine  heart 
fhall  take  fad  hold  on  me — Calmnefs  and  af- 
furance  fhall  prefide  in  thy  foul ; confidence 
and  tranquillity  fhall  gird  thee — My  over-rul- 
ing, all-controling  government  fhall  be  vifi- 
bly  fet  forth  before  thee — thou  {halt  lean  in 
fafety  upon  me — and  inwardly  thou  fhalt 
magnify  my  holy  name — and  in  fulnefs  of 
faith  fhalt  fing  of  my  goodnefs— faying,  ‘ The 
4 Lord  on  high  is  mightier  than  the  noife  of 
4 many  waters.’*  Thy  heart  fhall  leap  within 
thee — thy  foul  fhall  fhout  for  gladnefs — Then 
fhall  the  language  ©f  thy  fpirit,  in  awful  ado- 
ration, on  this  wife  thankfully  arife  within 
thee— 4 The  fea  faw  it  and  fled — Jordan  was 
‘ driven  back — the  mountains  fkipped  like 

* rams,  and  the  little  hills  like  lambs.  What 
4 ailed  thee,  O thou  fea,  that  thou  fleddeft  ; 

* thou  Jordan,  that  thou  waft  driven  back— 
4 ye  mountains  that  ye  fkipped  like  rams,  and 
4 ye  little  hills  like  lambs  ?’f 

C c The 
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The  foregoing  livingly  ran  through  my  foul 
on  the  road  this  day.  I came  home  and  pen- 
ned it  immediately,  and  whether  it  be  ever 
iulfilled  or  not,  time  will  evince.  However 
fuch  is  my  confidence  in  that  evidence  of  life 
accompanying  the  opening,  that  I have  ven- 
tured here  to  record  it,  this  28th  day  of  1 ith 
month  17 91. — 12th  month  28th.  Much  de- 
preffed  in  our  monthly  meeting,  tho’  Friends 
gave  me  a good  certificate  to  travel  into  Con-  1 
neCticut,  to  vifit  the  feed  there. 

1 ft  month  1 2th  1792.  Opened  in  the  fpring 
of  life,  in  our  quarterly  meeting  for  worfhip  i 
— proceeded  a little,  but  was  fuddenly  and  ■ 
unexpectedly  Ihut  up,  and  fat  down  immedi-  j 
ately,  after  which  my  foul  rejoiced  that  my  ' 
will  was  in  fubjeCtion,  and  that  I was  lenfible 
I could  do  nothing  of  myfelf.  13th.  The 
quarterly  meeting  for  bufinefs  gave  me,  and 
my  dear  friend  David  Buffum,  concurring 
certificates,  in  order  to  our  religious  vifit  to  > 
the  people  of  Connecticut. — 15th.  Low  in 
heart.  Oh,  my  God,  thou  leaded  me  in  the 
valley — I accept  it  as  thy  will,  and  as  in  thy 
wifdom,  for  my  good. — 17th.  My  date  is  de- 
preflion.  Satan  roars  like  a lion.  Lord,  my 
heart  is  melted  in  me  into  tendernefs : mine 
eye6  are  affeCted  while  1 write,  under  a fenfe 
of  my  utter  infufficiency  to  dand  in  my  own 
drength.  How  long,  O thou  mod  Holy,  will 
it  be  ere  thou  conform  my  whole  man  to  < 
thine  own  image  or  lfkenefs  ? thou  knowed  I 
groan  within  myfelf. waiting  for  the  full  adop- 
tion ! 
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tion  ! O that  all  within  me  were  like  thee, 
holy  as  thou  art  holy,  and  at  all  times  joined 
to  thee  in  the  heavenly  onenefs.  Go  on,  I 
pray  thee,  conquering  all  that  oppofes  thy 
reign  in  me,  until  every  thought  be  brought 
into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift. 
Amen. 

21ft,  I wrote  the  following  letter,  viz. 

My  dear  friend , 

I now  feel  in  a good  degree  eafy  about  my 
dear  little  motherlefs  children.  I much  de- 
fired  way  might  be  made,  and  could  not  be 
fatisfied  until  it  was  made,  for  them  to  be 
placed  where  I could  be  pretty  eafy,  if  even 
I fhould  be  foon  called  from  this  probationary 
ftate.  I have  now  given  them  up  to  God, 
and  their  and  my  friends. — May  the  Lord 
Almighty  be  their  God,  and  bring  them  early 
into  faving  acquaintance  with  himfelf.  May 
thofe  who  have  them,  have  them  as  their 
own,  and  bring  them  along  in  the  fear  of 
God — whether  I remain  in  the  body  or  go 
hence — whether  I continue  to  live  in  that 
which  has  made  my  foul  alive,  or  depart 
from  it,  the  dear  children  have  fouls  immor- 
tal to  be  faved  or  loft.  And  whatever  becomes 
of  me,  my  foul  at  prefent,  in  tendernefs  and 
proftration,  bows  before  the  throne  of  grace 
on  their  account,  and  craves  Almighty  aid, 
and  the  watchful  guardianlhip  of  their  friends 
for  them.  I may  again  have  them  under  my 
G c 2 immediate 
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immediate  care,  and  I never  may — God  only 
knows — and  to  him  I commit  myfelf  and 
them — and  reft  thy  friend 

J.  S. 

31ft  of  1ft  mo.  I took  a folemn  leave  of 
the  family  (that  is,  my  father-in-law  Daniel 
Anthony’s)  living  in  my  houfe,  and  in  whofe 
family  I left  my  own  father,  and  my  two 
youngeft  children  : and  being  joined  by  my 
friend  David  Buffum,  (Amos  Collins  and 
Benedict  Arnold  having  given  up  to  bear  us 
company)  we  were  on  5th  day  of  the  2d  mo.  i 
at  the  new  meeting-houfe  in  Gloucefter,  on  > 
our  way  towards  Connc&icut,  and  had  meet- 
ings as  follows,  viz. — 7th,  at  Killingley,  had  ; 

a fmall  meeting  at Dean’s  ; 9th,  at  Da-  ( 

vid  Brayton’s  in  Pomfret ; 12th,  attended  ) 
Friends  meeting  at  Hopkinton  ; 14th,  had  3 
one  by  appointment  at  Amos  Collins’s,  my  1 
way  having  been  hithertei  much  clofed  up  as  to 
gofpel  miniftry,  my  companion  D.  B.  having 
a little  to  offer  at  ti mes,  I truft,  to  good  accept-  1 
ance  ; 16th,  we  had  a good  open  meeting  at 
Stonington  Point,  and  another  in  the  even-  1 
ing ; 17th,  went  to  New-London,  and  18th, 
had  a fmall  meeting  there  in  the  congrega- 
tional meeting-houfe;  19th,  had  a meeting 
among  the  Baptifts  at  New-London  Great- 
Neck,  found  but  little  relief  in  thefe  laft 
meetings,  though  hope  they  were  of  fome 
ufe  ; 20th,  had  an  evening  meeting  at  Lime, 
in  afchool-houfe— The  people  were  unfettled, 
and  appeared  much  unacquainted  with  fpi- 
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ritual  worfhip — we  laboured  a little  among 
them  ; and,  21ft,  eroded  Conne&icut  river, 
by  boat,  and  not  without  fome  danger  in 
the  ice,  and  went  to  Saybrook  ; 22d,  had  a 
meeting  here  in  the  meeting-houfe — the  prieft 
attended,  and  a confiderable  number  of  his 
hearers,  and  neither  he  nor  his  hearers  ap- 
peared to  be  much  acquainted  with  our  man- 
ner of  waiting  upon  God  in  a filent  travail  of 
foul,  and  feeling  after  him.  We  laboured 
among  them  according  to  the  ability  received. 
After  meeting  he  inclined  to  have  fome  con- 
verfation,  and  we,  being  willing,  converfed 
with  him  on  divers  religious  fubje&s.  He 
was  civil ; and  we  parted  friendly  and  ref- 
pe&fully. 

23d.  We  rode  through  Killingfworth  to 
Guilford,  where,  24th,  we  had  a foul-folacing 
meeting  ; among  thofe  who  attended,  were 
divers  religioully  exercifed  fouls,  whole  coun- 
tenances declared  they  had  been  with  Jefus. 
25th,  had  another  good  meeting  in  a fchool- 
houfe  at  Wallingford.  After  meeting  divers 
of  the  people  came  to  our  lodgings,  and  we 
had  confiderable  converfation  with  them. 
A phyfician  contended  earnellly  for  the  final 
falvation  of  all  men.  We  told  him  none  could 
be  difciples  of  Chrift,  but  fuch  as  took  up 
their  daily  crofs  and  followed  him,  in  the  de- 
nial of  felf ; that  he  wept  over  fome,  who, 
though  he  would  have  gathered  them,  they 
would  not ; that,  though  many  fhould  come 
from  the  eaft,  weft,  north  and  fouth,  and  fit 
C c 3 down 
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down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Cod  ; yet  many  who  were  out- 
wardly the  children  of  the  kingdom  would 
be  cajl  out  ; that  thofe  who  die  in  their  fins , 
where  Chri ft  is  gone,  they  can  never  come  ; 
that  fome  were  never  to  have  forgivenefs  in 
this  world,  nor  in  that  which  is  to  come;  that 
fome  would  be  punilhed  with  everlajiing  de- 
firuclion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and 
from  the  glory  of  his  power  ; that  thefe  mull 
go  away  into  eve rlafing  punijhment ; but  the 
righteous  into  life  eternal.  And,  finally,  part- 
ing very  friendly,  he  faid  he  loved  us,  and 
wilhed  us  well ; and  the  company  feemed  very 
friendly  ; fo,  taking  a hearty  farewell  of  each 
other,  we  proceeded  on  our  way. 

26th.  Rode  to  Waterbury. — 27th,  had  a 
meeting  there  ; the  people  were  much  unfet-  i 
tied,  and  too  many  of  them  were  light ; a 
teftimony  to  the  principle  of  light  and  life 
was  borne  among  them  by  my  companion  ; ' 
and  I reproved  them  for  their  uncivil  beha-  : 
viour.  and  teflified  the  impofiibility  of  preach- 
ing the  gofpel  in  man’s  time. — 28th,  we  rode 
to  our  friend  Elijah  Steel’s,  in  Cornwall. — 
29th,  attended  Friends  meeting  at  Gofhen, 
at  the  lioufe  of  our  friend  Charles  Richards. 
— iff  of  3d  month,  had  an  appointed  meet- 
ing at  Golhen,  at  our  friend  Charles  Richards 
aforefaid  ; it  was  a precious  open  meeting ; 1 
after  w'hic^we  rode  to  Canaan,  and,  2d,  to 
Hudfon,  in  New-York  Hate.  4th,  attended 
Friends  meeting  there.  7th  day,  the  Creek 
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preparative  meeting — it  was  exercifing  in  the 
fore-part ; but  Truth  reigned  over  all  in  the 
end.  8th,  attended  Nine-Partners  preparative 
meeting. — The  fearching  power  of  Truth  fet 
things  in  clofe  order  before  them. — 9th,  took 
leave  of  feveral  Friends,  and  rode  towards 
home;  where,  on  the  14th  day  I reached, 
and  found  all  pretty  well.  In  this  journey  I 
rode,  by  the  account  I kept,  488  miles — a 
painful  exercifing  journey  it  has  been  ; but  a 
good  degree  of  patience  was  afforded  us. — 
28th,  contented  in  a low  ftate,  in  our  month- 
ly meeting.  1 am  yet  weak, — Lord  help, 
help  my  foul,  and  give  it  {lability. 

3 1 ft,  I opened  in  our  felect  meeting  a con- 
cern that  had  been  about  14  years  ripening  in 
my  mind,  to  pay  a religious  vifit  to  Friends  in 
Europe.  My  heart  had  of  late  been  preffingly 
full  of  it,  as  a veffel  wanting  vent.  Friends 
left  me  at  liberty  to  move  the  matter  in  our 
monthly  meeting,  when  I might  feel  the  way 
open  for  it.  They  were  feelingly  dipt  into  a 
l’enfe  of  the  travail  of  my  exercifed  foul,  and 
Truth  was  prevalent. — 4th  month  1 ith.  I laid 
before  the  meeting  for  fufferings  a treatife  I 
had  written  on  baptifm.  25th,  opened  my 
concern  to  make  a vifit  to  Europe  in  our 
monthly  meeting.  6th  month  6th,  attended 
the  firft  fitting  of  our  yearly  meeting,  which 
continued  until  the  12th.  It  was  a very  com- 
fortable yearly  meeting  : much  unity,  con- 
cord and  love  prevailed  throughout.  6th  mo, 
27th,  in  our  monthly  meeting,  I afked  for. 
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and  obtained,  a certificate  to  pay  a fmall  debt, 
by  a vifit  within  Salem  quarterly  meeting, 
and,  30th,  fet  out  on  laid  vifit  into  that 
quarter,  and  rode  as  far  as  Bofion,  and, 
ift-day  of  the  week,  and  ill  of  7th  month, 
attended  meeting  there — filent — the  meeting 
fmall ; yet  I hoped  Truth’s  teftimony  was  not  $ 
quite  loft  among  them.  May  a revival  take 
place,  and  Truth  yet  profper  there.  Rode  to 
Lynn,  and,  2d  of  the  month,  had  a meeting 
there  : the  way  not  very  open  ; but  I laboured 
in  weaknefs.  There  is  a number  of  panting 
fouls  in  that  place.  3d,  had  a laborious  meet- 
ing at  Salem  ; found  fome  relief.  4th,  had 
a pretty  open  meeting  at  Newbury.  5th  and 
6th,  was  at  Almfbury  and  Seabrook  j pain- 
fully exercifed  in  both.  7th,  8th  and  10th, 
was  at  Dover,  Berwick,  and  Wyndham  ; had 
a good  meeting  at  the  laft  place,  and  returned 
to  Falmouth,  nth,  attended  the  meeting 
there  ; it  was  a clofe,  fearching,  laborious 
time,  nth,  had  a good,  open,  rejoicing  meet- 
ing at  Durham,  and  rode  from  thence  to 
Bath.  1 3th,  had  a very  trying  meeting  there  ; 
my  mind  was  deeply  fenfible,  though  an  en- 
tire ftranger,  that  there  was  either  a wolf  or 
wolves  among  us,  in  Iheep’s  clothing  ; the 
which  gave  me  much  and  long  painful,  in- 
ward labour,  and  alfo  lengthy  vocal  exercife. 
The  teftimony  of  the  word  of  life  I felt  as  a 
flame  againft  antichrift  in  the  temple  of  God,  . 
againft  likeneffes  in  religion  ; forms  without 
fubftance  ; words  without  life  and  power  : at 
length  my  fpirit  was  clear  and  eafy,  and  after 
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meeting  l was  informed  a man  was  there,  who 
was  a preacher  among  a people  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  Bath,  and  that  he  was  not  a reli- 
gious, or  even  a moral  man.  Thanks  be  unto 
God,  who  gave  us  the  vi&ory  this  day. 

15th,  was  at  Vaffelborough  ; and  16th  at 
Fairfield,  where  I had  a good  open  relieving 
time,  having  much  to  declare  of  the  impofii- 
bility  of  falvation  in  fin ; and  I apprehend 
there  was  a ftate  prefent  to  whom  it  was  ap- 
plicable.— 17th,  rode  to  Green,  and  1 8th  to 
Falmouth. — 19th,  had  a meeting  at  Portland 
in  Falmouth,  a place  that  ufed  to  be  called 
Cafco-Bay,  in  a congregational  meeting- 
houfe,  a good  open  meeting,  and  in  the  after- 
noon at  Friends  meeting-place.— 20th,  rode 
to  Berwick;  and,  21ft,  attended  monthly 
meeting  there;  and,  22d,  their  firft-day  meet- 
ing.— 23d,  returned  to  Falmouth,  and,  25th, 
attended  monthly  meeting  there,  was  favour- 
ed in  opening  divine  truths. — 26th,  rode  to 
Durham;  27th,  favoured  in  the  monthly 
meeting  there. — 29th,  opened  in  Truth’s 
do&rines  at  Falmouth,  being  their  firft-day 
meeting. 

1 ft  of  8th  month,  had  a good  meeting  at 
Rochefter,  among  Friends  and  others — bleflt- 
ed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. — 2d,  had  a 
meeting  at  Lee,  where,  among  Friends  and 
others,  my  mind  was  much  relieved  in  a clofe 
fearching  teftimony. — 3d,  was  at  Epping,  and 
4th,  at  Newtown ; had  laborious  fervice  in 

each 
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each,  but  relief  in  the  conclufion. — 5th,  be-  f 
ing  firft  of  the  week,  I attended  the  fore  and 
afternoon  meetings  at  Salem;  and  after  a clofe 
fearching  tellimony,  left  the  town  relieved  in 
mind,  and  rode  to  Lynn — and  6th  of  the 
month  rode  home — having  been  out  about 
five  weeks  and  an  half  in  this  journey,  and 
rode  about  feven  hundred  and  fifty  miles  ; 
paffed  through  many  deep,  trying  and  exer- 
cifing  feafons ; and  bleffed  the  name  of 
the  Lord  for  his  holy  help,  who,  in  the  day 
of  battle,  gave  me  the  victory. — 9th  day  of  1 
the  8th  month,  attended  our  quarterly  meet-  : 
ing ; it  was  a favoured  time.  Dear  John  1 
and  Benjamin  Reeve,  from  Jerfey,  attended  : 
this  meeting. 

Having  paffed  the  time  fince  my  return  1 
from  the  Eaftern  Quarter  at  and  about  home, 
in  the  attendance  of  meetings  and  revifion  of 
my  journal,  fome  other  writings,  and  prepar-  ■ 
ing  for  my  European  journey,  having  now 
obtained  certificates  from  our  monthly  and 
quarterly  meetings  for  that  purpofe,  placed 
my  children  to  fatisfaclion,  and  fettled  my 
outward  affairs,  am  this  26th  day  of  the  1 ith  i 
month,  about  ready  and  expeft  this  day  to 
leave  home — Lord,  thou  haft  held  my  hand, 
and  covered  my  head  in  many  battles — be 
with  me,  I pray  thee,  through  all ; and  keep 
me  from  evil.  Be  with  my  dear  motherlel's  ( 
children  ; vifit  them,  I pray  thee,  by  thy  holy 
fpirit;  lead  them  in  the  way  of  refinement  and 
felf-denial  \ and,  finally,  bring  them  unto  glo-  ■, 

ry.— 
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ry. — Vifit  and  revifit,  blefs  and  preferve,  O 
Lord  my  God,  I humbly  pray  thee,  all  my 
near  relations  and  friends  ; make  bare  thy 
Arm  for  poor  New-England  ; and,  if  it  be  thy 
holy  will,  make  thyfelf  more  livingly  known 
to  many  within  her  borders  : and  haften  thy 
great  work  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  that 
nation  may  ceafe  warring  with  nation,  and 
righteoufnefs  cover  the  earth  as  water  does 
the  fea. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Account  of  his  voyage  to  Europe . 

ON  the  26th  day  of  the  nth  mo.  1792, 

1 took  a folemn  leave  of  my  dear  father, 
father  and  mother-in-law,  my  two  youngeft 
children,  whom  I left  in  their  care,  and  of 
my  brothers  and  filters-in-law,  and  accompa- 
nied by  my  kind  friends  Thomas  Arnold  and 
Smith  Brown,  went  to  Bolton.  27th,  the 
fhip  not  ready  to  fail,  I made  fome  prepa- 
rations for  the  voyage.  29th,  my  two  laid 
friends  returning  home,  I attended  the  meet- 
ing in  Bolton  which  was  ftnall ; I had  howe- 
ver a few  words  of  invitation  for  them.  30th, 

I went  to  Lynn,  and  lit  of  the  12th  month, 
viiited  divers  families  there ; and  2d,  attended  1 
their  large  meeting  in  filence  ; 3d,  returned 
to  Bolton  ; 4th,  wrote  letters  home  ; and  5th, 
went  on  board  the  Ihip  Mercury  of  240  tons, 
bound  for  Dunkirk,  Benjamin  Glover,  of 
Nantucket,  matter.  We  failed  about  noon  : 
fome  time  in  the  afternoon  we  loft  fight  of 
Bolton.  In  the  night  all  hands  were  called 
up,  and  the  Ihip  put  about  in  order  to  return 
to  the  harbour,  Ihe  leaking,  and  the  leak  ra- 
pidly increafing,  that  is,  from  the  rate  of  one 
hundred  Itrokes  of  the  pump  an  hour  to  fix 
hundred.  The  captain,  mates  and  crew,  were  « 
alarmed ; but  Ihe  foon  leaked  lets  on  this  tack, 

and  they  put  about  again 6th,  the  Ihip  Hill 

leaking,  the  captain  and  feveral  men  fearched 

on 
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on  the  outfide  for  the  leak,  but  found  none  ; 
after  which,  the  leak  moderating,  cheerful- 
nefs  returned  in  the  faces  of  the  company. 

7th,  the  leak  greatly  increafed,  to  near  one 
thoufand  ftrokes  an  hour.  Sadnefs  again  re- 
fumed its  empire  over  the  crew.  The  captain 
knew  not  what  to  do  : at  length  he  put 
about  again,  and  failed  homeward  a while. 
The  weather  was  pretty  rugged  during  the 
time  of  this  increafing  leak.  The  leak  con- 
tinuing, the  captain  ordered  a hole  to  be  cut 
through  the  fecond  deck  to  go  in  and  fearch 
for  it,  which  was  done,  and  the  leak  foon 
found,  to  wit,  an  open  auger-hole  of  about  an 
inch  and  an  half,  at  the  fhip’s  ftern,  fo  high 
up  as  not  to  leak  conftantly,  which  being 
flopped,  the  number  of  ftrokes  were  foon  re- 
duced to  twenty-five  an  hour.  Oh ! what  a 
change  this  wrought  in  the  countenances  of 
tht  poor  failors.  They  foon  feemed  as  if  they 
had  forgot  all  their  forrows.  They  put  fhip 
about,  and  now  feemed  as  if  they  were  going 
to  fea  in  earneft.  The  capatin’s  looks  proclaim- 
ed the  relief  of  his  heart,  though  he  was  mo- 
derate through  all.  My  truft  was  only  in 
God  my  hope,  refuge  and  defence.  I ap- 
pealed to  him  who  knew  all  hearts,  that  he 
knew  my  motives  in  this  voyage  were  none 
other  than  that  I might  be  found  obedient  to 
his  holy  call,  and  faithful  in  his  fervice ; and 
if  it  was  now  his  wili  to  fuffer  my  body  to  de- 
fcend  into  a watery  grave,  ‘ thy  will  be  done/ 
was  the  honeft  language  of  my  heart.  I could 
D d not 
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not  wilh  myfelf  on  fhore,  nor  on  board  an- 
other vefiel ; for  I had  felt  quite  eafy  in  tak- 
ing pafl'age  in  this,  and  remained  fo.  I be- 
lieved the  winds  and  waves  obeyed  him,  and 
that  his  providential  care  is  over  all  his  crea- 
tures. I felt  fafe  in  his  hand,  and  repofed 
myfelf  as  in  the  hollow  of  it — blefied  be  his 
name  for  ever. 

8th,  all  cheerful  on  board.  The  motion  of 
the  fhip  has  kept  me  a little  fca-fick.- — 9th, 
cloudy  and  rainy.— I fat  a while  in  folemn 
filence,  waiting  upon  the  Lord  my  God  ; but 
though  my  mind  was  fomewhat  flayed,  it  was 
inwardly  as  outwardly,  a cloudy  time,  indeed 
a time  of  deep  proving  to  me. — 10th,  At  even- 
ing the  wind  arofe,  and  roared  tremendoufly  ; 
it  held  all  night : the  men  tied  up  the  fails,  lafh- 
ed  the  helm,  and  let  the  fhip  drift  in  the  wind 
and  waves  — 1 1 th,  the  gale  Hill  continued  all  the 
laft  night,  and  all  this  day  and  night  with  vi- 
olence. The  captain  faid  this  morning  he  had 
not,  for  eight  years  pall,  known  fo  terrible  a 
time,  for  fo  long  continuance,  though  that 
was  but  about  the  middle  of  it : and  indeed 
it  was  confiderably  more  violent  the  night 
following  than  at  all  before.  It  flormed 
'through  the  whole  ; but  this  night  the  florm 
and  temped  of  wind  was  dreadful.  The  fhip 
was  bound  on  a whaling  voyage  from  Dun- 
kirk, and  for  that  purpofe  had  boats  on 
board.  One  of  thefe  was  confiderably  daihed 
to  pieces  this  night : three  or  four  yards  or 
•fpars  were  lod : feveral  fowls  died,  and  the 
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only  live  fheep  we  had  on  board  came  near 
dying,  even  under  deck.  I felt  refigned 
through  all ; and,  though  poor  in  fpirit,  I 
never  wifhed  myfelf  elfewhere,  or  in  any  wife 
repented  my  voyage.  I faw  God’s  wonders 
in  the  deep,  and  it  would  ahnoft  feem  at  times 
as  if  the  briny  waves  might  prevail  againft 
us — though  I cannot  fay  there  was  a moment 
wherein  I really  loft  my  confidence. 

I had  fteadily,  for  many  months,  firmly 
expe&ed  and  believed  I fhould  fee  wonders 
on  the  mighty  waters.  My  God  had  fealed 
it  on  my  foul,  that  the  loud  roar  of  winds 
and  the  dread  rolling  of  the  waves  fhouid 
awfully  attend  my  paffage,  and  prove  my  hold 
on  heaven.  And,  therefore,  when  the  time 
of  trial  came,  I faid  in  my  heart,  it  is  the 
Lord,  let  him  fulfil  his  purpofes : let  him  do 
what  he  will  with  me  : nought  befldes  his 
holy  will  can  be  good  for  me ; and  why 
fhould  I wifh  even  the  moft  difagreeable  parts 
of  it  averted,  mitigated  or  even  fhortened  ? I 
believed  I had  had  his  holy  promife  who  can- 
not lie,  that  I fhould  live  through  thefe  dread- 
ful toffings  on  the  bcfom  of  the  ocean,  and 
once  more  fet  my  foot  on  firm  ground  ; yea, 
blefs  his  holy  name,  in  wonders  yet  to  come 
on  fhore,  * l cannot  fay  I was  not  nearly 
proved  in  regard  to  his  divine  fuperinteri- 
dencv,  nor  that  I did  not  almoft  doubt  the 
certainty  of  his  infpoken  word  of  promife  to 
my  foul,  though  I well  remembered  the  clear- 
D d 2 nefs 

* See  his  profpedt. 
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nefs  of  the  profpe£t,  and  the  holy  warmth  and 
energy  that  did  livingly  attend  the  fame, 
months  before.  And  though  the  evidence  of 
divine  things  was  very  low  in  my  mind,  yet 
I could  not  caft  away  my  confidence,  being 
ft  ill  perfuaded,  that,  if  I had  ever  known  the 
holy  word  at  all,  I had  had  it  in  the  prefent 
inftance.  Here  my  foot  fixed,  and  my  all  I 
ftill  furrendered  up  to  his  difpofal,  who  is 
God  over  all  for  ever. 

12th.  About  noon  the  wind  and  ftorm  was 
fo  far  abated  that  the  captain  had  the  fhip 
under  fail  again,  though  ftill  the  roar  of  ele- 
ments remained. — 13th,  It  is  ftill  cloudy  and 
rainy.  The  fun  has  been  feen  but  little  fince 
we  left  Bofton ; and  I think  it  has  rained 
or  fnowed,  more  or  lefs,  every  day  and  flight 
but  one. — 14th,  Very  little  funfhine — fome 
rain. — 15th,  Rainy  all  day,  at  night  it  cleared 
up,  and  gave  us  to  hope  for  fettled  and  com- 
fortable weather;  but,  16th,  It  ftormed  again, 
and  fnowed  plentifully;  but  at  night  it  clear- 
ed off. — 17th,  Stormy  again.  We  had  found- 
ings on  the  grand  banks  of  Newfoundland 
at  forty  fathoms  ; but  little  wind  for  two  or 
three  days.  Afternoon  cleared  up  fo  plea- 
fantly,  that  great  hopes  were  entertained  of 
having  good  weather. — 1 8th,  Forenoon  ftor- 
my  with  but  little  wind,  the  ftorm  continued 
until  near  night ; then  the  wind  fpringing  up  , 
frefh  and  fair,  it  cleared  away.  The  captain 
faid  he  had  not  been  able  to  get  but  one  good 
obfervation  during  our  being  at  fea,  fo  little 
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funfhine  have  we  had  for  this  almod  two 
weeks.  But  my  foul  is  fatisfied  in  the  divine 
difpofal. 

igth.  Fair  weather  and  a good  frefh  breeze. 
We  now  feetn  to  look  forward  with  cheerful- 
nefg.  20th  and  21ft,  a very  good  breeze 
continued  moll  of  thefe  days.  22d,  this  day 
a good  frefh  breeze  at  S.  W.  the  weather 
cloudy  ; but  the  cloud  over  my  mind  is  in 
degree  difpelled  ; bleffed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord, — Lord,  hold  me  in  thy  holy  hand, 
and  make  me  ever  truly  watchful,  thankful, 
and  fteadfaftly  believing.  Amen.  23d,  we  are 
ft  ill  favoured  with  a good  lively  breeze,  and 
make  good  way  a-head.  24th,  the  fame  as 
yefterday  ; during  the  laft  night  I got  very 
little  fleep  ; (though  this  is  ufual  with  me  on 
this  voyage)  yet  in  mod  fervent  interceliions 
I befought  the  Lord  to  be  with  me  through 
all.  25th,  26th  and  27th,  dill  good  winds. 
O the  wonders  of  the  rolling,  foaming  deep  ! 
If  the  Lord’s  hand  was  not  underneath,  we 
fhould  furely  fink  beneath  the  raging  waves  ! 
Who  can  be  an  atheift  ? or  what  can  be  an 
atheift’s  hope  ? 28th,  a very  good  lively 

wind,  cloudy  and  fmall  rains.  Lad  night,  a 
night  of  anguifh  to  my  proved  foul.  All  for- 
mer experience  cannot  prevent  renewals  of 
unfpeakable  anxiety,  when  the  Lord  is  pleaf- 
ed  to  prove  his  own  as  ‘ at  Maffah,’  and  to 
‘ drive  with  them  (in  his  own  way)  as  at  the 
waters  of  Meribah.’*  29th,  an  excellent  wind, 
D d 3 cloudy 
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cloudy  and  wet. — The  mariners  caft  the  lead, 
found  foundings  at  about  90  fathoms.  30th, 
fair  wind  and  weather.  It  was  agreed  on 
board,  that  this  morning,  when  the  fun  was 
about  two  hours  and  an  half  high,  that  we  had 
not  had  fo  much  fair  weather  at  a time,  fince 
we  left  Bofton,  as  this  morning.  31ft,  in  the 
morning  found  fixty  fathom  water  ; we  were 
now  abreaft  Scilly  iflands  according  to  our 
calculations.  This  afternoon  we  faw  the  Li- 
zard. Frefh  wind  and  cloudy.  Thus  ends 
the  year  1792. 

1 ft  of  the  1 ft  month,  xy 93.  The  wind  in- 
creafcd  from  a good  freflr  breeze,  to  a ftrong 
gale — faw  land  divers  times  this  day,  and  a j 
number  of  fhips  going  up  and  down  the  En- 
gliih  channel.  2d,  almolt  calm.  Thus,  after 
a florin,  comes  a calm.  May  my  foul  take 
courage  to  weather  out  the  yet  remaining 
itorms  of  life,  in  confideration'that,  now  and 
then,  it  will  be  calm  ; and  in  full  hope  of  ' 
a fale  entrance,  ere  long,  and  eternal  calm 
abode  in  the  haven  of  immortal  blifs  ; as  we 
are  now,  I truft,  about  entering  in  a few  days 
our  ourward  port.  3d,  in  the  morning  we 
were  off  Calais  cliffs,  alrnoft  becalmed,  gain- 
ed no  ground  all  day.  4th,  after  beating  to 
and  fro  all  night,  juft  in  by  the  land  near 
Calais,  we  took  a pilot  on  board  from  there  ' 
this  morning,  and  tried  to  work  up  the  ftraits, 
but  made  little  advance,  by  reafon  of  contra- 
ry winds  and  tides.  We  lay  at  anchor  this 
night  between  Calais  and  Dunkirk. 

5th, 
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5th,  Got  within  about  four  miles  of  Dun- 
kirk harbour ; could  get  no  further,  fo  call 
anchor  again.  But  being  defirous  to  be  with 
the  few  Friends  at  Dunkirk  next  day  at  meet- 
ing, I went  on  board  the  pilot  boat,  among 
coarfe,  uncooth  Flemmings,  and  a French- 
man or  two,  all  ftrangers,  and  got  fafe  afhore, 
and  foon  to  the  houfe  of  my  dear  friend  Wil- 
liam Rotch  and  family,  of  Nantucket,  now 
refident  here  at  Dunkirk  in  French  Flanders, 
where  I met  a very  cordial  reception.  My 
foul  bowed  in  thankfulne-fs  to  Ifrael’s  God, 
whoJe  unfailing  Arm  had  thus  far  borne  up, 
and  whofe  goodnefs  fo  far  had  fulfilled  his 
holy  word,  as  to  bring  me  fafe  through  all  to 
fhore.  6th,  I fat  with  the  few  Friends  of  this 
place,  in  their  meeting,  and  rejoiced  in  the 
divine  prefence,  of  which  my  enjoyment  was 
greater  than  at  any  time  during  my  whole 
paffage  from  America.  My  way  opening  in 
a fmall  teftimony,  my  foul  was  relieved  and 
praifed  God,  on  the  banks  of  deliverance, 
both  outward  and  inward. 

7th.  Wrote  letters  home  to  my  friends. 
8th  and  9th,  vifited  forne  families.  Dear 
Robert  Grubb,  of  Ireland,  came  here  from 
Paris  the  laft  evening.  13th,  I found  a good 
degree  of  relief  in  the  publick  meeting  ; but 
became  much  more  thoroughly  relieved  in 
an  evening  meeting  which  we  found  a con- 
cern to  hold,  at  the  6th  hour.  The  meeting- 
place  being  filled  by  Friends  and  others  ; it 
was  a good  time  5 and  at  the  ciofe  we  had  a 

folid 
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folid  opportunity  with  the  members  only,  and 
advifed  and  encouraged,  as  way  opened  in 
the  life  ; and  divers  young  Friends  being  fen- 
fibly  itnprefled  with  a living  fenfe  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  preffing  forward  in  the  line  of  duty, 
my  foul  rejoiced  among  them,  after  feveral 
days  of  clofe  inward  exercife,  14th,  I left 
Dunkirk,  accompanied  by  my  dear  friends 
William  Rotch  and  Robert  Grubb,  and  rode 
to  Calais  ; and,  feeling  quite  clear  of  Dun- 
kirk, it  was  to  me  a pleafant  ride,  though  the 
ways  were  very  broken  and  difficult.  15th, 
the  wind  being  very  high,  we  were  detained 
in  Calais,  from  eroding  to  England  ; and 
though  the  detention  was  not  defirable,  yet 
being  refigned,  we  fell  into  a field  of  inftruft- 
ive  and  cementing  converfation,  which  I trull 
will  not  foon  if  ever  be  erafed.  1 6th  and 
17th,  (till  detained  at  Calais.  1 8th,  crofled 
to  Dover,  and  was  glad  to  find  myfelf  at 
laft  in  the  company  of  my  dear  Friends  in 
England. 

20th.  At  the  fore  and  afternoon  meetings, 
and  an  evening  fitting  at  the  houfe  of  my  dear 
friend  Richard  Baker,  with  a pretty  large 
number  of  Friends,  I had  full  opportunity  to 
become  relieved  in  mind  in  regard  to  the 
deep  travail  of  fpirit  which  I felt  for  Friends 
of  this  place : May  they  live  loofe  to  the 
world,  and  feparate  from  its  beguiling  friend- 
ffiips  and  influence.  21ft:  and  22d,  much  un- 
well with  a cold,  and  a deep  heavy  cough,  fo 

that  . ' 
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that  I kept  houfe.  23d,  rode,  accompanied 
by  my  dear  friend  William  Rotch,  by  poft- 
chaife  to  Rochefter,  lodged  at  our  friend  Dr. 
William  Cooper’s.  24th,  attended  the  meet- 
ing at  Rochefter ; long  filent,  but  at  length  I 
was  a little  helped  in  teftimony — my  travail 
was  and  is  that  Friends  there  may  live  and 
move  in  the  life  of  true  religion.  25th,  we 
went  to  London,  and  attended  the  meeting 
for  fufferings  there.  26th,  we  attended  two 
fittings  of  faid  meeting,  and  my  concern  was, 
that  Friends  might  dwell' deep,  and  aft  in  the 
current  of  life  in  their  religious  movements  : 
I laboured  a little  to  that  purpofe  and  found 
fatisfaftion.  27th,  attended  in  the  forenoon 
Grace-Church-ftreet  meeting — afternoon  that 
at  Devonlhire-houfe — in  the  evening  we  again 
attended  the  meeting  for  fufferings,  where  my 
concern  and  labour  (till  was,  that  Friends 
Ihould  dwell  and  aft  in  the  divine  life.  28th, 
we  attended  the  feleft  morning  meeting, 
where  my  fervice  was  in  filent  travail  among 
them.  29th,  attended  Horfeleydown  meet- 
ing ; filent,  as  alfo  next  day  at  the  Peel  meet- 
ing. 31ft,  livingly  opened  in  Ratcliff  meet- 
ing, to  a degree  of  unfpeakable  rejoicing  ; 
but  at  the  Park  meeting,  in  the  evening,  I 
flood  up  in  a feeling  fenfe  of  fome  good,  and 
much  good-will ; but  could  not  get  forward, 
the  way  quite  clofed  up,  and  I fat  down. 

iff  of  2d  mo.  I attended  the  meeting  for 
fufferings. — 3d,  In  the  forenoon  I attended 
Weftminfter  meeting,  and  afternoon  the  Peel* 

in 
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in  both  I had  divine  relief  in  bearing  gofpei 
teftimony. — 4th,  Attended  the  feledt  morning 
meeting, — 5th,  We  attended  Devonfhire- 
Houfe  monthly  meeting,  my  way  was  much 
clofed  up. — 6th,  My  foul  was  made  glad  in 
gofpei  teftimony,  at  Grace-Church-Street 
monthly  meeting. — 7th,  We  rode  out  about 
feven  miles,  to  the  monthly  meeting  at  Totten- 
ham, where  the  Lord  livingly  helped  us.  It 
was  a good  time,  and  we  returned  in  the  even- 
ing— 8th,  attended  the  meeting  for  fufferings. 

— 9th,  We  vifited  divers  Friends  families. — 
10th,  We  attended  in  the  forenoon  the  Park 
meeting,  and  in  the  afternoon  that  at  Horfe- 
leydown  ; in  both  the  Lord  dealt  bountifully 
with  us.  Truth  rifing  over  all,  and  we  may 
thankfully  fay,  ‘ hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped 
‘ us.’ — 1 ith,  Found  relief  in  clearing  my  mind 
in  a good  degree  in  the  feledt  meeting. — 12th, 
We  attended  the  monthly  meeting  at  Horfe- 
leydown. — 13th,  I rejoiced  in  Truth’s  vidtory 
over  death,  in  a meeting  at  the  fchaol-houfe 
for  Friends  at  Peel  meeting.  Alfo  on  14th, 
at  the  monthly  meeting  at  Weftminfter.  — j 
15th,  Had  a hard  cold  and  cough;  kept  houfe. 

— 1 6th  and  17th,  ftill  unwell — 18th,  I got  out 
though  weak  to  the  feledt  morning  meeting — 

1 9th,  We  went  out  to  Barking  monthly  meet- 
ing, held  at  Plafto,  about  four  or  five  miles  from 
London.  20th,  attended  Peel  monthly  meet- 
ing, where  I was  much  clofed  up  except  in 
difcipline.  21ft,  that  at  Ratcliff,  much  in  the 
fame  way.  22d,  attended  the  fchool  meeting 
at  Illington,  and  the  meeting  for  fufferings : 
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(till  I was  quite  fhut  up  in  filence.  23d, 1 
wrote  letters  to  my  friends.  24th,  attended 
Devonfhire-Houfe  and  Grace-Church-Street 
meetings,  and  feleft  meeting  in  the  evening 
at  Devonfhire-Houfe,  befdes  a family  vifit ; 
in  ail  which  Truth  triumphed  over  all,  the 
Lord  himfelf  gave  the  word,  and  in  his  di- 
vine life  and  authority  it  was  publifhed. 
25th,  we  attend  the  feledt  meeting  to  a good 
degree  of  fatisfattion.  26th,  at  Horfeley- 
down,  and  27th  at  Deptford — the  teftimony 
and  word  of  life  were  rejoicingly  witneffed  in 
eminent  exaltation,  divers  perfons  attended 
not  of  our  fociety — the  fpring  of  the  gofpel 
and  its  glorious  doctrines  were  livingly  open- 
ed. 28th,  Truth  opened  gofpel  doctrines, 
and  brought  forth  neceflary  admonitions  and 
warnings  in  its  own  pure  life  at  Weftminfter, 
where  we  fat  up  our  Ebenezer,  and  thank- 
fully acknowledged,  as  on  many  former  oc- 
cafions,  { hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us.’ 
1 ft  of  3d  mo.  I v/as  at  the  meeting  for  fuffer- 
ings,  fhut  up  in  filence.  2d,  I wrote,  vifited 
a fick  friend,  and  rode  to  Plafto,  to  attend 
meeting  there  next  day. 

I may  here  mention,  my  mind  has  been 
deeply  affefted  under  fome  ferious  confidera- 
tions  of  the  ftate  of  things  in  the  world,  and 
particularly  in  this  nation.  What  a number 
of  men  are  there  who  affume  the  ftation  of 
gofpel  minifters  ; and,  under  that  pretence, 
drain  and  even  violently  force  away  from  the 
proper  owners  large  fums  of  money,  which 
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they  do  very  little  to  earn  ! — Even  if  it  were 
right  to  preach  for  hire,  and  if  Chrift’s  true 
miniftcrs  could  freely  and  righteoufly  receive 
money  for  their  miniftry,  (which  they  by  no 
means  can)  yet  to  fee  a let  of  almoft  idle 
drones  living  on  the  honeft  labours  of  the  in- 
duftrious,  as  great  numbers  of  the  upper 
clergy  do,  whilft  they  not  only  thus  opprefs 
many  poor  laymen,  as  they  choofe  to  call 
them,  but  alfo  prefs  down  to  a very  low  price 
and  poor  living, 'even  many  of  the  lower  cler- 
gy w'ho  do  the  work  for  them,  as  if  a minifter 
of  jefus  could  have  his  work  done  and  his 
miniftry  performed  faithfully  in  the  fight  of  I 
God,  by  hiring  another  to  preach  for  him, 
and  with  money  extorted  from  thofe  it  pro- 
perly and  honeftly  belongs  to,  while  them- 
felves  live  in  luxury  and  at  eafe,  in  their  ceil- 
ed houfes,  and  but  feldom  vifit  their  flock  ; 
the  profpeft  of  thcfe  things  is  deeply  affecting. 

Oh  ! mod  afiuredly  the  land  mourns,  and 
God  is  angry  becaufe  of  thefe  things,  and  in 
fome  way  or  other  he  will  arife  and  (hake  the  i 
earth,  and  alfo  this  falfe  heaven — this  vain 
and  oppreflive  miniftry,  and  rend  the  power  ] 
from  the  idle,  lordly  clergy.  But  whatever 
be  the  means,  fo  that  it  is  in  the  pure  coun- 
fel  of  God,  my  very  foul  breathes  to  the  Al- 
mighty, that  he  may,  in  the  way  of  his  own  ; 
good  pleafure,  haften  the  downfall  even  of  I 
proteftant  Babylon  ; rend  the  power  of  the 
idle,  ufelefs  clergy,  and  thus  emancipate  the 
people  from  the  bondage  and  oppreflion  they 
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groan  under,  that  the  earth  may  enjoy  her 
fabbaths  again.  But  how  thefe  deeply  to  be 
pitied,  thefe  too  worthlefs,  too  worldly,  and 
too  cruel  pretenders  to  the  miniftry  of  the 
gofpel  of  Chrilt ; or  how  thofe  civil  rulers, 
who,  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  aggrandize- 
ment and  power,  fupport  them ; will  be  able 
to  fettle  their  accounts  in  the  great  day  of  the 
Lord,  the  folemn  fettlement  of  all  things,  is 
a confideration  truly  awful  i 

If  thefe  hints  are  ever  publifned,  let  not 
delicacy  prevail  to  affedl  any  unnecefiary  mi- 
tigation of  the  clofe  expreflions  in  which  they 
are  couched.  It  is  time  thefe  deceivers  of 
men,  thefe  dark  bodies,  who  form  an  eclipfe 
between  God  and  the  fouls  of  men,  ihould 
hear  and  feriouflv  hearken  to  the  voice  of 

J 

plain,  honelt  and  undifguifed  truth.  And 
whether  they  will  hearken  and  hear,  yea  or 
nay,  let  them  be  allured  God  is  arifing,  and 
will  lhake  and  remove  them  out  of  the  way  ; 
and  their  domination  lhall  be  remembered 
with  abhorrence  ! 

3d  of  3d  mo.  We  had  a good  open  meet- 
ing at  Plafto.  4th,  1 had  folid  relief  in  the 
feledl  morning  meeting  there,  through  deep 
dwelling  and  plain  dealing : may  the  Lord 
fallen  it  as  a nail  in  a fure  place.  5th,  we 
attended  the  monthly  meeting  at  Devonlhirc- 
Houfe.  6th,  that  at  Grace-Church-Street. 
7th,  that  at  Tottenham ; in  ail  which  I had 
folid  fatisfaclion  j as  alfo  at  an  evening  meet- 
E e ing 
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ing  which  I was  concerned  to  appoint  on  the 
8th,  at  faid  Tottenham : general  notice  was 
given,  and  it  was  a large,  crowded  meeting, 
many  not  of  our  fociety  attending.  It  was 
leng  filent ; but  after  that,  Truth’s  doctrines 
were  largely  opened  and  declared  to  the  peo- 
ple, who  behaved  very  commendably,  and 
were  remarkably  (fill  and  quiet,  through  the 
long  filence,  and  to  the  clofe  of  the  meeting. 

- 9th,  I vifited  divers  families,  and  therein 
had  peace,  icth,  attended  meeting  fore  and 
afternoon  at  Tottenham.  11th,  the  feleft 
morning  meeting  at  Grace-Church-Street; 
and,  12th,  the  meeting  at  Devonfliire-Houfe  ; 
all  to  folid  fatisfadtion  in  the  Lord.  13th, 
we  attended  the  monthly  meeting  at  Stains, 
feventeen  miles  from  London  ; and  next  day 
their  particular  meeting  ac  the  fame  place  ; in 
both  which  Truth  reigned  over  all : thanks 
be  unto  God  who  gave  the  victory.  Many 
not  of  our  fociety,  being  notified,  attended 
the  laft  meeting  : and  I believe  fome  of  them 
were,  through  the  openings  of  divine  life, 
folidly  inftrudted  and  folemnized  in  fpirit. 
15th,  we  had  a good  open  meeting  at  Long- 
ford, and,  on  16th,  another  at  Uxbridge. 
17th,  one  at  Brentford,  and  in  the  evening 
one  at  Hammerfmith — all  favoured  meetings; 
though  many  of  the  people’s  views  and  ex-  1 
peculations  being  too  much  outward,  caufed 
tire  fpring  to  be  long  fhut  up  in  feveral  of 
them. — This  may  be  ftrange  dodlrine  to 
fome  ; but  fome  others  know  that  the  fpring 
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muft  be  opened  in  the  hearer,  or  elfe  there 
can  be  but  little  profitably  done  by  the  fpeak- 
er.  And  he  that  fpeaks  only  in  the  ability 
that  God  immediately  gives,  mud  feel  a door 
of  entrance  in  the  people’s  minds,  or  it  is  very 
difficult  to  get  fafely  and  relievingly  forward. 
But  when  the  fpring  is  livingly  opened  in 
him  that  fpeaketh,  and  in  thofe  that  hear, 
then  it  is  that  ‘ deep  calleth  unto  deep,  at  the 
found  of  the  waterfpouts’f  of  life,  and  here 
inftrudion  is  fealed. 

After  thefe  meetings  we  rode  to  London, 
and  were  affedionately  received  by  our  dear 
friend  John  Elliot,  his  wife  and  children. 
1 8th,  we  again  attended  the  feled  morning 
meeting  in  the  city,  to  a degree  of  fatisfadion. 
19th,  we  were  at  monthly  meeting  at  Bark- 
ing. 20th,  at  a meeting  appointed  at  Plafto  ; 
and,  on  21ft,  at  their  meeting  at  Barking; 
all  affording  fome  confolation.  22d,  we  at- 
tended the  meeting  for  fufferings  at  London. 
23d,  I wrote  letters  home,  and  went  out  to 
Wandfworth.  24th,  the  word  of  the  Lord 
was  powerful  through  me,  a poor  inflru- 
ment,  to  the  people  at  Wainfworth  ; and  I 
can  truly  fay  with  Paul,  ‘ according  to  his 
‘ working  which  worketh  in  me  mightily,’! 
in  many  of  thefe  meetings  : may  it  have  its 
full  effed  on  the  minds  of  the  people.  25th, 
we  attended  the  feled  quarterly  meeting  in 
London,  at  Grace-Church-Street,  where  I 
was  filent.  26th,  and  the  quarterly  meeting 
E e 2 for 
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for  worfhip  and  difciplinc  was  large  and  fa- 
voured. 27th,  we  attended  its  adjournment, 
and,  in  the  evening,  the  youth’s  quarterly 
meeting  for  wrorfhip.  28th,  were  at  the  meet- 
ing at  Kingflown  upon  Thames,  where  fome 
hardened  hearts  were  felt  to  oppofe  in  fpirit 
the  arifmg  of  Truth’s  teflimony,  they  being 
in  a dark  and  unbelieving  Rate.  In  the  even- 
ing we  had  a meeting  at  Efher,  to  folid  fatif- 
fattion.  29th,  attended  the  burial  of  a 
Friend  at  Alton  : dark  fpirits  here  alfo,  I ap- 
prehended, inwardly  oppofed  the  truth;  how- 
ever, the  teflimony  arofe  through  deep  wad- 
ing over  all,  blcffed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord  ! 

30th,  we  had  an  evening  meeting  at  Ga- 
dalming,  to  fome  folid  inflru<ftion.  31ft,  at 
tended  the  fore  and  afternoon  meetings  at 
Guildford,  in  which  Truth  reigned,  though 
things  are  low  there.  In  the  evening  we  at- 
tended the  feledt  quarterly  meeting,  and,  i ft 
of  4th  mo.  Truth  livlngly  qualified  to  labour, 
both  in  the  quarterly  meeting  for  worfhip, 
and  in  the  men’s  and  women’s  meetings  for 
church  affairs.  2d,  we  rode  to  Reading,  and, 
3d,  had  a meeting  there,  and  in  the  evening 
at  Kerby.  4th,  one  at  Shillingford,  and  at 
evening  at  Wallingford,  and,  5th,  one  at 
Abingdon ; in  all  which  divers  befides  Friends 
attended,  but  feemed  in  general  to  have  very 
little  fenfe  of  any  thing  more  in  religion  than 
the  cuflomary  formal  performances — which, 
according  to  my  obfervation,  is  too  generally 
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the  cafe  with  the  profefiors  of  religion  in 
England.  Tell  them  any  thing  about  divine 
life  in  religion,  and  they  feem  to  think  one 
an  enthufiaft,  and  perhaps  fome  of  them 
would  give  a fmile  of  ridicule  : yet,  to  do 
them  juftice,  they  are  pretty  generally  civil; 
but  appear  very  infenlible  and  unbelieving 
as  to  divine  influence.  There  is  indeed  f© 
little  entrance  into  their  hearts  in  many  places, 
that  it  almoft  prevents  a door  of  utterance ; 
and  when  fomething  opens,  it  requires  great 
humility  and  watchfulnefs  to  keep  on  the 
right  foundation.  I had  fome  fatisfa&ion  in 
thefe  laft  meetings,  though  Truth  did  not 
reign  triumphant  over  all,  as  at  fome  other 
times. 

7th,  we  had  a large  meeting  at  Oxford* 
filent  for  a confiderable  time;  but  Truth  gra- 
dually arofe,  and  light  Ihined  through  and 
over  great  obfcurity  and  infenfibility.  Oh  l 
the  deadnefs  of  profeflbrs ! Oh  ! the  flat  for- 
mality that  too  generally  reigns  ! The  Englifli 
Epifeopal  hierarchy  muft  and  will  be  Ihaken  ! 

* Yet  once  more  I lhake  not  the  earth  oalv, 

* but  alfo  heaven.’*  One  flone  muft  not  be 
left  upon  another,  of  mere  creaturely  per- 
formances, where  God  is  known  to  be  ‘ all 

* in  all,’  and  fo  he  is  known,  where  Chrift 
has  reigned  in  the  heart,  until  he  has  ‘ put 

* down  all  rule  and  all  authority, ’f:  but  that 
of  the  pure  truth  ; for  this  is  the  ftate  in 
which  is  fulfilled  the  precious  prediction  and 

E e 3 promife, 
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promife,  * that  the  Lord  alone  (hall  be  ex- 
* alted  in  that  day/f  and  that  the  profeffors 
of  Chriflianity  may  be  fhaken  from  their 
dead  forms  and  lifelefs  images,  and  come  to 
know  ‘ that  day/  and  therein  God’s  exalta- 
tion over  all  that  is  of  man,  is  the  travail  and 
prayer  of  my  foul  to  the  God  and  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  And,  O my  God,  if 
it  be  thy  will,  I pray  thee,  haften  the  more 
general  coming  and  knowledge  of  that  day 
among  the  nations.  Amen.  After  meeting 
we  rode  to  Witney,  and  9th,  attended  the 
quarterly  meeting  there — I was  helped  a lit- 
tle, but  got  very  low  in  mind. 


10th.  I could  not  fee  my  way  to  go  for- 
ward, fo  ftaid  the  meeting  for  worfhip,  in 
which  I felt  and  obferved  a total  filence,  I 
believe  ordered  in  divine  wifdom  as  a leffon 
of  inftruction  to  others.  nth,  we  had  a 
meeting  at  Faringdon.  nth,  rode  to  Cireen- 
cefter,  and  had  an  evening  meeting  there. 
13th,  went  to  Hampton,  and,  14th,  were  at 
meeting  at  Stailfworth  •>  and  in  the  evening 
at  Painfwick.  15th,  we  had  two  meetings  at 
Gloucefler,  and,  16th,  one  at  Rofs.  In  all 
thcfe  the  one  univerfal  and  only  principle  of 
all  true  religion  and  godlinefs  was  our  help, 
and,  through  its  own  living  and  helping  influ- 
ence, was  declared  and  teftified  of  to  the  peo- 
ple, though  fometimcs  with  but  little  evidence 
of  entrance  ; yet  at  others  it  feemed  evidently 
to  prevail  over  all.  17th,  we  had  a painful 
evening  meeting  at  Monmouth  in  South- 

Wales 


f Ifai.  ii.  17. 


JOB  SCOTT.  3i9 

Wales — divers  of  the  people  were  whifpering, 
talking,  and  fome  laughing,  near  all  the  time, 
for  which  they  were  pretty  clofely  reproved. 
We  concluded  the  meeting  without  any  at- 
tempt to  preach  the  gofpel  among  them,  for 
no  way  feemed  to  open  for  it.  18th,  we  had 
a pretty  large  evening  meeting  at  Pontypool, 
to  a degree  of  fatisfa&ion  ; from  thence  we 
went  to  Landilo,  and,  2 ill,  were  at  meeting 
there,  and  though  I was  fenfible  there  was 
great  place  in  the  people’s  minds,  with  feri- 
oufnefs  and  tendernefs,  I could  not  exprefs  a 
word  of  what  I felt  flowing  in  my  heart  to- 
wards them  ; but  for  fome  caufe,  was  made 
an  example  of  filence  among  them.  O Lord, 
I pray  thee  preferve  my  fpirit  alive  in  thee, 
and  keep  me  fubjectly  given  up,  whether  to 
fpeak  or  keep  filence.  After  this  meeting  we 
rode  to  Caermarthen,  and,  22d,  had  a meet- 
ing there,  and,  23d,  came  on  the  felefl  meet- 
ing of  minifters  and  elders  there,  for  North 
and  South  Wales,  wherein  I experienced  con- 
fiderable  exercife  among  them.  Afterwards 
came  on  a meeting  for  worfhip,  of  Friends 
only  ; and  then  the  bufinefs  of  the  quarterly 
meeting,  tranfacled  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, 
by  what  is  called  the  yearly  meeting. 

24th,  Were  held  two  large  publick  meet- 
ings, one  in  the  fore  and  the  other  in  the  af- 
ternoon ; filence  was  my  lot.  25th,  the  feledt 
meeting  and  meeting  for  difcipline  met  again, 
after  which  Friends  held  another  meeting  for 
worfhip  among  themfelves  in  the  evening,  my 

pain 
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pain  and  affliction  continued  through  all,  tho’ 
I dropt  fome  clofe  hints  in  the  feleCt  meeting 
refpedting  miniftry,  and  made  a few  remarks 
in  the  evening  meeting,  which  afforded  fome 
relief  to  my  mind.  After  all  thefe  meetings, 
I felt  not  clear  of  the  people  of  Caermarthen ; 
fo  when  Friends  were  moftly  gone  from  the 
place,  dear  Deborah  Darby,  Rebecca  Young 
and  myfelf,  ftaid  one  more  meeting,  viz.  on 
26th,  in  which  I received  much  relief;  and, 
27th,  rode  with  a very  peaceful  mind  to  Swan- 
fea;  28th,  had  great  enlargement  and  relief  in 
the  meeting  there.  The  four  following  days 
we  had  meetings  at  Neath,  Cowbridge,  Cardiff 
and  Newport.  Thefe  were  almoft  wholly  of 
people  not  of  our  profefiion,  among  whom 
gofpel  do&rines  were  opened  (though  under 
fome  depreffion  at  times)  in  Truth’s  life  and 
authority.  An  increafe  of  true  religion  in 
England  and  Wales  is  much  wanting  ; yet, 
bleffed  be  Jehovah’s  holy  name,  a few  are 
found  from  place  to  place  who  know  it  in  a 
good  degree  of  dominion. 

3d.  We  left  Wales  and  went  to  Briftol, 
where  I met  with  my  dear  friend  Samuel 
Etnlen  from  Philadelphia,  in  America,  on  a 
religious  vifit  to  this  country,  who  had  been 
in  this  city  fome  time  : Our  joy  was  mutual, 
and  mingled  with  tears  of  affeCtion,  in  re- 
membrance of  paft  feafons  of  divine  refrefh- 
ment  together  in  our  native  country.  5th, 
We  attended  three  large  publick  meetings  at 
the  Fryar’s  meeting  (fo  called)  in  the  city  of 
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Briflol.  6th,  one  more  fele<R,  though  large  ; 
and,  7th,  two  more  large  publick  meetings ; 
thefc  concluded  the  yearly  meeting  at  Briftol. 
I was  filent  through  all  thefe  meetings,  as  was 
alfo  dear  Samuel  Emlen  ; and  on  firft-day  af- 
ternoon the  meeting  was  filent  likewife.  I was 
led  to  deplore  the  low  date  of  the  miniftry, 
with  renewed  defires,  that  our  preaching 
might  be  fuch,  through  him  who  is  the  Re- 
furreftion  and  the  life,  that  the  dead  may  be 
raifed  : for  the  letter  will  kill,  does  kill,  and 
has  killed  its  tens  of  thoufands. 

8th.  I attended  meeting  at  Lawrence  Wef- 
ton’s,  where,  in  the  power  of  the  gofpel,  I 
laboured  among  them.  9th,  I fat  the  meeting 
in  filence  again  at  Briffo!  ; and,  though  I ex- 
pected, from  the  exercife  of  my  mind,  my 
bonds  would  burfl  in  funder,  it  proved  not 
fo  : the  time  was  not  come.  We  went  to 
Melkfham,  and  vifited  divers  families,  in  true 
gofpel  opennefs ; and,  12th  attended  the  fore 
and  afternoon  meetings  there,  in  both  which 
Truth  prevailed.  13th,  we  attended  the 
monthly  meeting  at  Broomham  ; at  fix  in  the 
afternoon  we  had  a meeting  at  Devizes,  and 
one  next  day  at  Marlborough,  afttr  which  I 
again  thankfully  acknowledged,  ‘ hitherto 
hath  the  Lord  helped  us.’*  1 ^th  and  16th, 

We  had  relieving  and  edifying  meetings  at 
Newbury  and  Maidenhead  ; our  dear  friend 
Samuel  Emlen  being  with  us  at  thefe,  to  our 
rejoicing.  17th,  we  attended  the  meeting  at 

Uxbridge, 


* 1 Sam.  7 ia. 
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Uxbridge,  after  which,  conduced  by  my 
kind  friend  John  Hull,  who  had  been  with 
me  feveral  weeks,  I went  to  London,  where 
I attended  the  yearly  meeting,  which  began' 
for  minifters  and  elders  the  1 8th  of  5th  mo. 
19th,  1 attended  the  Peel  meeting;  filent. 

20th,  Began  the  yearly  meeting  for  church 
difcipline,  for  infpefting  into  the  hate  of  the 
fociety,  and  regulations  thereof;  which  con- 
tinued by  adjournments  until  the  28th,  as  did 
the  feleft  meeting  until  the  29th,  the  latter 
not  meeting  every  day  like  the  former  : and 
though  I was  filent  in  feveral  of  thefe  meet- 
ings, yet  I had  fome  fervice  in  fome  of  them, 
both  publick  and  in  a more  feledt  capacity  ; 
and,  on  the  whole,  I had  a good  degree  of 
folid  fatisfaclion  in  this  yearly  meeting  : the 
great  Helper  of  Ifrael  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  fhine  upon  our  hearts,  and  qualify  for  fer- 
vice in  his  church.  And  many  deeply  exer- 
cifed  fouls  being  gathered  together,  they  were 
a ftrength  to  each  other.  Friends  generally 
appeared  condefcending  to  what  arofe  as 
Truth’s  judgment,  whomfoever  it  was  thro’, 
and  however  contrary  to  what  they  had  con- 
ceived or  expreffed.  The  Lord  is  railing  up 
a living  army  in  this  nation,  who  are,  and  if 
they  ftand  faithful  will,  yet  become  more  and 
more  ufeful  in  the  militant  church.  Oh,  the  ! 
need  there  is  of  wifdom  and  forbearance  in 
the  church  ! may  the  God  of  Ifrael  guide, 
guard  and  preierve  the  honeft-hearted,  and  , 

may 
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may  they  in  the  becoming  meeknefs  of  true 
wifdom,  keep  fingly  to  his  divine  dire&ions. 


30th.  I attended  Weftminfter  meeting,  to 
the  relief  of  my  mind.  31ft,  the  fchool-meet- 
ing  for  children  at  Clerkenwell,  in  which  I 
found  little  cxercife  in  the  miniftry.  In  this 
meeting  dear  Mary,  the  wife  of  our  friend 
George  Stacy,  and  daughter  of  our  beloved 
friend  Rachel  Wilfon,  for  the  firft  time  ap- 
peared in  publick  teftimony — may  the  Lord 
preferve  her  ; fhe  appeared  to  be  a deeply  ex- 
ercifed  woman,  and  to  have  given  up  greatly 
in  the  crofs,  thus  to  be  expofed. 


1 ft  of  6th  month.  I wrote  letters  and  vi- 
ftted  the  fick  and  afflifted.  2d,  I attended 
Peel  and  Weftminfter  meetings,  to  the  folid 
peace  of  my  mind.  3d,  the  morning  me^fj^ 
of  minifters  and  elders  ; 4th,  the’*  ‘i0n  ^ 
meeting  at  Devonftire-Houfe^^,:'  mect_ 
triumphant  (eafon.  sth^,  6th  'that  >t 
;ng  at  Grace-Churr'  (o  pl,blick  te(li 

7,h  a"d7tt> bLO  WUh 

me  for  I.ela^.  ^ a(  thcir  » 

mgC  and  preparative  meeting;  and  10th, 

had  a meeting  at  1 amworth— In  all  which 
Truth  reigned,  aKl  life  was  in  dominion, 
though  things  at  but  low  at  thofe  places. 
llth,  we  had  a feting  at  Utlexiter,  where- 
in though  I h?  much  to  fay,  I found  very 
little  fatisfaftio)  hut  had  great  need  of  pa- 
tience 
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tience  after  it  was  ended  in  order  to  my  in- 
heriting the  promifes.  12th  and  13th,  at- 
tended the  quarterly  meeting  at  Leek,  to 
folid  fatisfa&ion.  Then  went  to  Maulesfield, 
Stockport  and  Morley  ; the  laft  a very  large 
but  cxercifing  meeting.  I found  much  to 
fay,  but  got  little  folid  relief.  17th,  we  reli- 
ed at  our  dear  friends  Richard  and  Martha 
Routh’s.  18th,  attended  monthly  meeting 
there.  19th,  we  had  a good  meeting  at  Old- 
ham, and  20th,  another  at  Crawlhaybooth, 
alfo  attended  monthly  meeting  there.  21  It, 
we  had  a blefled  large  meeting  at  Marfden, 
and  one  the  fame  day  at  Sawley.  Thence 
we  went  to  Newton,  and,  23d,  were  at  meet- 
ing there  ; had  much  labour  and  little  relief. 
25th,  we  had  a meeting  at  Prefton,  to  fome 
fatisfaftion,  a few  ferious  people  attending 
•»  others.  We  went  on  to  Liverpool; 
►re’i  at  dear  Robert  Benfon’s,  I 

Old-England,  a 5R7  fne"ds  b«h a"d 
there ; the  fpring  „'3“  ^ lttenrded  n,«,!"8 
fome  of  us  Tinging  joyfuiljbut  rof'  gradually- 


28th  and  29th,  I was  unWeH  anrl  . , 
was  againft  our  paflageto  Irelanof  * W.’nd 
feveral  days  detention  by  Contrary  windsfanu 
attending  their  meetings  firft-day,  on  the 
4th  of  the  7th  month,  weeded  for  Ireland 
in  the  Viceroy  Packet, 
wind  was  moftly  contrary  dtjng-  pa(pa~e 
which  was  therefore  a longan(j  trying  one* 
of  near  fix  days.  9th,  we  lai|etj  at  Dublin, 

where 
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where  I received  comfortable  letters  from 
home ; and  after  writing  letters  and  vifiting 
a few  families,  on  the  12th,  attended  meeting 
at  Sycamore-Alley  in  Dublin,  in  the  life  and 
power  of  the  goi'pel.  14th,  I attended  the 
meeting  at  Meath-Street  and  Sycamore-Alley, 
to  my  own  great  relief  of  mind  ; 1 6th,  the 
monthly  meeting  at  Meath-Street,  in  the  en- 
largement of  the  gofpel ; and,  through  fome 
clofe  fearching  labours,  got  great  relief. 
Meath-Street  and  Sycamore-Alley  meetings 
are  both  for  the  fame  Friends,  but  held  al- 
ternately to  accommodate  both  parts  of  the 
town.  17th,  accompanied  by  my  kind  young 
friend  Thomas  Bewley,  junior,  fon  of  dear 
Thomas  Bewley,  at  whole  houfe  I lodged  at 
Dublin,  I went  to  Baltebois,  and  had  there 
an  open  meeting  among  a few  Friends  and 
others,  and  we  rode  to  Ballitore,  where  I was 
fick  all  the  next  day,  being  taken  the  day  be- 
fore. 19th,  had  a pretty  good  meeting  here, 
and  next  day  another  at  CafHe-Dermot ; the 
day  following  at  Carlow,  where,  near  the  clofe 
of  the  afternoon  meeting,  1 had  to  bear  teflimo- 
ny,  to  a good  degree  of  peace  and  fatisfaciion. 
22d,  long  filence  prevailed  in  a meeting  I had 
at  Kilconner  ; but  Truth  gave  us  the  victory 
at  lalt : bleffed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  for 
ever.  Then  we  had  meetings  at  Rofs,  Fo- 
reft,  Ennefcortha,  Cooladine,  Ballantore, 
Ballanclay,  Ballicone  and  Wicklow,  taking 
two  in  a day — all  pretty  open  fatisfadtory 
meetings  except  the  laft,  which  was  fome- 
what  painfully  exercifing. 

Ff 
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29th,  we  returned  to  Dublin,  and  next  day 
attended  the  meeting  for  worfhip,  and  ad- 
journment of  the  monthly  meeting  at  Meath- 
Street ; and  the  day  following,  wrote  to  my 
family  and  fome  other  friends  in  America. 
Thence  accompanied  ftill  by  dear  Thomas 
Bewley,  jun.  we  went  to  Rathfriland,  and 
3d  of  8th  month,  had  a good  meeting  there. 
4th,  attended  the  meeting  there,  both  fore 
and  afternoon,  I was  confiderably  enlarged  in 
tefliinony,  but  in  fo  low  and  feeble  a manner, 
that  alter  meeting  I funk  into  great  difcou- 
ragement,  to  think  that  though  I flood  up 
and  proceeded  in  the  evidence  and  feeling  of 
duty,  yet  very  little  life  or  relief  of  mind 
was  experienced.  The  meeting  was  large. 
!;th,  exercife  of  mind  and  pain  of  body  caufed 
the  laff  to  be  unto  me  a night  of  much  un- 
eafmefs  ; but  endeavouring  this  morning  to 
* poffefs  myfelf  in  patience,’  I became  at 
length  compofed.  6th,  I remained  unwell, 
but  rode  to  Lurgan,  and  was  at  meeting 
there  next  day.  I felt  no  freedom  that  pub- 
lick  notice  fhould  be  given,  which  was  very 
unufual ; and  near  the  clofe  of  the  meeting, 
(having  fat  in  filence)  I flood  up,  though  not 
expecting  to  fay  any  thing  in  the  ufual  line  of 
the  miniftry,  and  told  them,  thofe  who  go  to 
their  religious  meetings  with  expectations  and 
defires  of  outward  help,  and  are  thereby  di- 
verted from  looking  inward  and  feeling  after 
divine  help,  go  to  their  meetings  in  a devia- 
tion of  mind  from  a true  gofpel  flate  and  de- 
pendence—and  all  who  are  looking  to  inflru- 

ment* 
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merits  for  help  in  their  meetings,  otherwife 
than  helped  of  God  through  them  and  in  his 
own  time  and  according  to  his  own  will,  are 
not  true  worfhippers  in  fpirit  and  in  truth. 
But  I have  caufe  to  believe,  that  even  fome 
of  our  fociety,  at  times,  who  attend  meetings 
and  fit  very  (till  and  orderly,  know  little  or 
nothing  of  true  filence,  and  feel  very  little 
of  that  exercile  of  foul,  by  which  they  may 
experience  true  chriftian  w'atch  and  prayer, 
when  affembled  together  before  God,  and  in 
his  awful  prefence.— The  meeting  then  broke 
up,  and  I felt  folid  peace,  in  a living  fenfe, 
that  I had  not  kindled  a fire  of  my  own  ; but 
had  been  limited  to  Truth’s  pure  motion, 
which  is  ever  fafe. 

8th.  I was  at  the  meeting  at  Lifburn  : pub- 
lick  notice  was  given,  but  the  meeting  was 
filent.  9th,  I had  a meeting  at  Killlborough, 
wherein  I laboured  in  a low  way,  I hope  to 
fome  edification.  Truth  rofe  not  very  high, 
and  I rejoiced  that  the  animation  of  nature 
rofe  not  above  it.  1 ith,  I was  at  meeting  at 
Ballenderry  in  the  forenoon,  and  in  the  after- 
noon was  again  at  Lifburn,  both  good  open 
meetings.  13th,  I had  a large  painful  meet- 
ing among  the  Prefbyterians,  at  Newtown- 
Aras  near  Mile-Crofs.  They  were  too  wife, 
rich  and  full,  for  inftrumental  help  much  to 
reach  or  benefit  them.  I left  them  with  a 
heavy  heart,  and  returned  with  my  kind  friend 
John  Hancock  to  his  houfe  near  Lifburn,  and, 
15th,  attended  monthly  meeting  there,  to  a 
F f 2 good 
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good  degree  of  fatisfa&ion,  and  next  day  had 
a good  meeting  at  Antrim  ; and  the  day  fol- 
lowing another  at  Grange ; and  then  went 
to  Ballimany,  where,  on  the  1 8th,  I had  a 
very  large  one.  An  ear  was  open  in  a few  to 
hear  the  true  gofpel  preached  ; but  the  crowd 
and  concourfe  was  fo  great,  and  large  num- 
bers fo  light  and  unfettled,  and  fome  fo  noify, 
that  we  were  under  a neceffity  of  concluding 
the  meeting  much  fooner  than  otherwife  we 
might  have  done  ; after  which  divers  of  the 
fober  people  with  tears  defired  we  would  have 
another  meeting,  and  propofed  our  having  a 
large  meeting-houfe  in  the  town  for  the  pur- 
pose. They  appeared  greatly  grieved  at  the 
behaviour  of  fome  of  their  neighbours,  and 
much  difappointed  at  hearing  fo  little  of 
Truth’s  living  teftimony  declared.  My  bow- 
els yearned  towards  them,  but  we  could  not 
fee  a way  open  in  the  light  to  appoint  another 
meeting.  Indeed  what  little  was  uttered 
among  them  was  fo  much  in  the  life  that 
they  greatly  hungered  for  more ; and  I 
thought  it  much  better  to  leave  them  hunger- 
ing, than  to  fill  them  until  they  might  even 
loath  the  honey-comb-  So  in  much  love  we 
left  them,  and  rode  to  Ballynacree. 

19th,  we  had  good  open  meetings  at  Bal- 
lynacree and  Colerain.  IVIy  opennefs  and  fer- 
vice  was  as  ufual  mofily  towards  people  not 
of  our  fociety  ; and  next  day  at  Toberhead, 
which  appeared  to  be  a feeble  one  ; and  the 
day  following  I had  good  fatisfaftion  in  the 

monthly 
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monthly  meeting  at  Grange,  near  Charle- 
mont,  both  in  the  publick  and  in  the  more 
feieit  part.  There  is  a little  living  remnant 
of  valuable  Friends  belonging  to  that  month- 
ly meeting.  22d,  we  had  a good  meeting 
among  Friends  and  others,  at  Ballahagan  ; 
next  day  a relieving  one  at  Moy  ; and,  25th, 
the  fore  and  afternoon  meetings  at  Grange 
were  large  and  highly  favoured,  as  was  that 
held  next  day  at  the  Prefbyterian  meeting- 
houfe  in  Dungammon.  The  doctrines  of  the 
everlafting  gofpel,  in  moft  of  thefe  meetings 
in  the  north,  flowed  like  oil  upon  the  fpirits 
of  the  people.  But  this  laft  meeting  was 
hurt  by  an  unfkilful  and  unfeafonabie  appear- 
ance, after  the  people  were  rifen  to  go  out. 

27th,  we  had  a meeting  at  a place  called 
Carbcrough,  among  a few  Friends  and  a 
pretty  many  Prefbyterians.  In  this  meeting 
gofpel  truths  flowed  fo  me  what  largely  in  a 
gentle  current  of  life  to  the  people ; but  there 
was  too  little  of  a door  of  entrance  into  their 
hearts  to  admit  of  any  great  dominion  of  the 
life  divine  among  them.  Even  Jefus  wrought 
not  many  mighty  works  in  fome  places,  be- 
caufe  of  the  people’s  unbelief ; they  fhut  up 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  againfi  themfelves, 
which  is  often  the  cafe  in  our  day.  Next  day  I 
attended  at  Grange;  and  from  the  31ft  of  the 
8th  month  to  the  3d  of  the  9th,  was  held 
the  quarterly  meeting  there,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  Truth  reigned  over  all,  both  in  publick. 
teftiniony,  and  at  times  in  folemn  filence, 
F f 3 though 
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though  fome  fpirits  feemed  oppofed  thereto. 
4th,  attended  again  the  meeting  at  Grange, 
and  next  day  rode  to  Lurgan,  and  had  a 
painful  meeting  there.  Notice  was  given  to 
the  town’s  people,  and  many  attended  ; but  it 
feemed  as  though  they  knew  fcarce  any  thing 
about  the  life  of  religion.  I got  little  relief 
among  them.  Friends  there,  as  well  as  others, 
are  in  a low  ftate. 

After  this  I was  at  two  meetings  at  Moy- 
Allen  ; one  filent,  and  the  other  nearly  fo. 
One  at  Ballahagan,  long  filent  and  fuffering, 
but  ended  triumphant.  One  at  Richhill,  dull 
and  painful.  One  at  Cafllelhane,  filent  until 
near  the  clofe,  when  I opened  to  the  people 
the  impoffibility  of  man’s  preaching  the  gof- 
pel  without  immediate  divine  help.  One  at 
Coorhill,  wherein  the  joy  of  the  Lord  was  our 
ilrength,  and  in  true  gofpel  authority  the  peo- 
ple w'erc  inftrucled  in  the  gofpel  myfteries  of 
Chrift  in  man,  his  hope  of  glory.  At  Coothill 
there  was  a great  fair  and  a fight,  which 
was  in  fome  degree  bloody,  confidering  the 
occanon,  between  the  foldiers  with  fwords, 
and  country  people  with  clubs,  about  a lad  juft 
enlifted,  who  attempting  to  make  his  efcape, 
the  foldiers  endeavouring  to  iecure  him,  the 
country  people  were  enraged,  and  aiming  to 
fupport  his  efcape,  the  quarrel  ran  fo  high 
that  the  ftreet  was  in  an  uproar  from  end  to 
end  ; and  being  crowded  full  of  country  peo- 
ple, town’s  people  and  foldiers,  to  the  amount 
l fuppofe  of  feveral  thoufands,  the  fcene  was 

truly 
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truly  affecting  ; and  though  I believe  there 
were  no  lives  loft,  yet  as  there  was  confidera- 
ble  bloodfhed,  and  divers  wounded,  it  afford- 
ed a very  horrid  fpedtacle  of  the  depravity  of 
human  nature.  And  I thought  it  not  amifs  to 
give  a hint  of  it  here,  as  it  led  me  to  mourn 
over  the  benighted  and  dreadful  ftate  of  poor 
mankind. 

What  dreadful  wars  have  raged,  through 
almoft  all  ages  and  nations  ! What  rivers  of 
blood  have  human  beings  drawn  from  human 
beings  ! and  what  havock  are  men  ftill  mak- 
ing of  human  lives,  who  fay  they  are  chrif- 
tians  1 At  this  very  day  (Oh,  fad  to  mention) 
is  France  and  England,  and  divers  other  Eu- 
ropean nations  embroiled  in  cruel  wars  ! Will 
the  ftate  of  mankind  never  be  meliorated  ! 
Will  the  fword- devour  for  ever,  and  the  glo- 
rious and  benign  influence  of  the  gofpel,  by 
the  wrath  of  men  for  ever  be  defeated  ! For- 
bid it,  gracious  heaven  ! Indeed,  I firmly  be- 
lieve, the  time  will  yet  come  when  ‘ nation 
lhall  not  lift  up  fword  againft  nation,  neither 
fhall  they  learn  war  any  more.’*  O,  bleffed 
day  ! O,  precious  ftate  of  peace,  harmony 
and  happinefs  ! My  fpirit  breathes  unto  God, 
that  he  may  arife  and  haften  this  great  work 
of  reformation  on  the  earth  ; that  the  king- 
doms of  this  world  may  become  the  king- 
dom of  God,  and  of  his  Chrift.  Amen  faith 
my  foul. 


# Ifai.  ii.  4. 


After 


After  this,  from  the  15th  to  the  21ft,  we 
had  meetings  at  Old-Caftle,  Edenderry,  Tim- 
mahoe,  Rathangan,  Athy  and  Ballanakiil  — 
the  firft  of  thefe  was  open  and  edifying,  the 
next  very  eminently  overfhadowed  and  owned 
of  the  Shepherd  of  Ifrael,  notwith Handing 
there  were  fome  ftrong  oppofers  prefent. 
Blefled  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  God  Omni- 
potent, who  reigneth  and  will  reign  over  all, 
convincing  his  enemies  that  they  are  but  as 
dull  beneath  his  feet,  and  all  their  oppofition 
to  his  lpiritual  reign  and  government,  as  a 
cloud  which  the  fun  diipelleth. 

The  reft  of  thefe  meetings  were  moftly  dull, 
painful  feal'ons,  feveral  almoft  lilent,  and  the 
others  laborious  and  but  little  relieving.  At 
Rathangan  a young  man  fat  and  behaved  very 
irreverently  during  much  of  the  meeting  ; at 
the  clofe  1 reproved  him ; he  retorted,  was 
angry  and  denied  the  charge,  and  complained 
of  ill  treatment.  I felt  the  power  of  truth 
increafing  over  the  meeting,  and  when  he 
had  vented  himfelf  and  fpent  his  venemous 
fhafts,  1 ftood  up  and  delivered  what  was  fur- 
ther on  my  mind  refpecting  the  poor  dark 
depraved  creature,  and  addrefl'ed  the  people 
in  the  love  of  the  gofpel,  the  meeting  doled 
to  folid  fatisfaction.  I found  afterwards  he 
was  a diffolute  ftage-player.  Oh  the  mifehiefs 
of  the  theatre  ! what  diflipation  it  promotes  ! 
it  operates  directly  againft  the  life  of  religion, 
and  tends  to  the  deftrudtion  of  morals!  where 
ihall  we  go  to  find  the  fear  of  God  in  an  ac- 
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tor  ? yet,  forrowful  to  fay,  too  many  great 
profeifors  of  chriftianity,  and  fome  of  the 
pretended  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  are  not 
afhamed  openly  to  plead  for,  and  with  all  their 
eloquence  promote  the  deflrudtive  practice  of 
ftage-playing.  My  very  foul  is  grieved  within 
me  when  I view  the  fallen  date  of  poor  de- 
generated chriftians,  and  above  all  the  dead, 
dark  and  carnal-minded  hate  of  the  clergy, 
fo  called,  ’like  fwarms  of  locuhs  they  darken 
the  air,  and  in  many  places  eat  up  almofl 
every  green  thing.  Inhead  of  turning  the 
people  to  God,  they  bring  them  under  the 
adminihration  of  the  letter  that  kills,  and  thus 
the  fpiritual  frdhnefs  or  greennefs,  begotten 
of  God,  at  times  by  his  holy  fpirit  in  fome, 
is  as  it  were  eaten  out.  But  God  Almighty 
will  fweep  them  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 
The  time  afluredly  cometh  when  great  Baby- 
lon’s merchandize  and  traffic  {hall  fail,  and 
when  her  hefh  {hail  be  burnt  with  hre.  The 
Lord  of  hohs  hath  fpoken  it. 


The  tefiimony  at  Athy  was  much  by  way 
of  opening  the  deceits,  worldly-mindednefs, 
and  want  of  real  gofpel  qualification,  in  thofe 
hireling  teachers,  who,  if  ever  fuch  in  any  age 
exifled,  are  the  ‘ blind  leaders  of  the  blind.’* 
And  I am  perfuaded  that  no  clafs  of  men  in 
thefe  nations  do  more  to  obftrucf  the  true 
work  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  coming  of  ChrilTs 
kingdom  on  earth  as  in  heaven,  than  thefe  ; 
but  I repeat  it  again,  God  will  do  them  away ! 

For 
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For  falfe  religion  and  worfhip  fliall  be  fliaken, 
as  well  as  earthly-mindednefs  and  corrupt  go- 
vernment, in  order  to  make  way  for  that 
which  cannot  be  lhaken,  the  work  of  God’s 
holy  fpirit  in  men’s  hearts,  and  that  worlhip 
and  religion  which  the  holy  operation  thereof 
enables  man  to  perfevere  in  to  his  own  un- 
fhaken  peace,  and  the  exaltation  of  the  divine 
glory. 

At  Ballanakill  there  was  fo  little  fenfe  of 
true  religion  among  the  people,  and  fo  much 
lightnefs  and  irreverence,  that  no  way  opened 
in  the  fpring  of  the  gof’pel  to  preach  Jefus  and 
the  refurreftion  among  them  ; fo  the  meet- 
ing was  neceflarily  filent,  for  we  preach  not 
ourfelves  ; and  not  being  able  rightly  to  call 
Jefus  Lord,  but  by  the  Holy  Ghod,  durd 
not  attempt  to  preach  his  gofpel  without  that 
divine  unftion  and  influence,  well  knowing 
it  cannot  be  done  ; and  that  fo  many  thou- 
fands  attempting  to  do  it,  has  been  the  means 
of  overrunning  the  nations  with  the  dead 
formal  image  of  worfhip,  confiding  of  words 
without  life  and  founds  without  fubdance. 

When  the  meeting  concluded  I reproved 
the  levity  and  irreverence  of  the  people,  en- 
deavoured to  put  them  upon  a ferious  enqui- 
ry refpedting  a preparation  for  death,  and  left 
them  with  an  aching  heart.  Many  of  them 
feemed  not  to  know  their  right  hand  from 
their  left  more  than  the  Ni'nevites  did  ; which 
is  indeed  the  cafe  with  too  many  of  the  pro- 

fcffors 
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feffors  of  chriftianity  in  England  and  Ireland  j 
and  the  priefts  above  all  men  have  mournfully 
contributed  to  its  being  fo  ! and  this  I believe 
will  ever  be  the  cafe,  where  and  fo  long  as 
the  preachers  are  mere  hirelings : For,  God 
will  not  give  his  glory  to  another,  nor  his 
praife  to  graven  images  or  the  works  of  men’s 
hands  of  any  kind,  however  fpecious  or  re- 
fined. He  will  indeed  * glorify  the  houfe  of 
* his  glory,’f  where  his  honour  dwelleth  j 
where  his  holy  fpirit  is  the  fpring  of  action  ; 
and  where  he  is  * the  worker  of  all  things  :* 
where  his  people  will  be  ftill,  and  know  that 
he  is  God  ; where  they  patiently  wait  for 
him,  and  ‘ let  him  arife,’||  not  arifing  them- 
felves  before  him  or  without  him. 

But  alas  ! alas ! who  and  where  are  thefe  ? 
Truly  not  ail  who  are  profeffing  fo  to  do. 
But  this  is  the  ftandard  unto  which  the  true 
and  thorough  gofpel  worfhipper  muff  be  re- 
duced. And  though  too  many  among  its  are 
failing  fhort  of  this  flandard,  yet  there  are 
many  who  are  alive  in  the  power  and  domi- 
nion of  Truth,  our  firfl  principle,  and  which 
is  the  everlaffing  principle  and  fupport  of  all 
that  is  truly  religious  in  every  fociety  to  the 
world’s  end. 

Under  thefe  confiderations  1 do  mofl  fer- 
vently defire  we  may  be  a living,  faithful, 
fpiritual  people  ; firmly  believing,  if  we  are 
fufficiently  fo,  we  fhali,  above  all  the  families 
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of  the  earth,  (hew  forth  God’s  praife  ; many 
thoufands  will  How  unto  Sion,  there  they 
will  behold  Jerufalem  a quiet  habitation  ; 
be  blefled  with  the  dew  of  Hermon,  and 
rejoice  in  the  dew  that  defcends  on  the 
mountains  of  Zion,  where  the  Lord  com- 
mands the  blelling,  even  life  for  evermore ; 
whilft  the  mere  felf-attive,  formal  hirelings, 
remaining  in  their  felf-active  date,  promoting 
abolilhed  fhadowy  obfervations,  will  not  af- 
cend  far  into  the  mountain  of  myrrh  and  hill 
of  frankincer.fe,  but  continue  to  wither  and 
die. — Read  Wiliiam  Penn’s  rife  and  progrefs 
of  the  people  called  Quakers,  u'herein  is 
jhewn  how  one  people  after  another  funk  into 
formality.  Confider  deeply  how  lamentably 
it  has  been  the  cafe  with  fome  of  us ; and 
know  affuredly,  that  i*f  we  keep  not  in  the 
divine  life,  we  fhall  be  rejefted  as  well  as 
others. 

However,  if  I am  given  to  difcern  the  figns 
of  the  times,  a revival  will  take  place  among 
us  ; but  it  will  be  only  through  faithfulnefs 
and  deep  dwelling,  being  baptized  into  death, 
and  arifing  in  the  newnefs  of  life  with  Chrid. 
It  will  not  be  through  a great  increafe  of 
rules  of  difcipline  ; many  have  been  zealous 
therein,  and  centered  too  much  in  the  letter 
that  kills. 

The  fcriptures  are  good,  very  good  ; dif- 
cipline, good  rules  and  good  order,  all  very 
necefiary ; but  dill  it  is  the  fpirit  that  quick- 
ens 
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ens  and  giveth  life ; and  every  departure 
from  a right  dependance  on  it,  every  zeal- 
ous movement  in  fupport  of  Truth’s  tefti- 
mony  irrdependant  of  its  neceffary  aid,  tends 
to  introduce  death,  and  fet  man  on  the 
throne,  inftead  of  him  who  is  God  over  all 
for  ever. 

e,2d,  we  attended  meeting  both  fore  and 
afternoon  at  Mountmelick,  where  live  our 
beloved  friends  Mary  Ridgeway  and  Jane 
Watfon,  lately  on  a religious  vifit  to  Ameri- 
ca ; they  were  both  at  this  time  at  home, 
where  I was  glad  to  feel  unity  with  their 
fpirits  in  the  frelh  life  of  the  everlafting  co- 
venant. It  was  a time  of  confiderable  opett- 
nefs  and  enlargement  in  the  gofpel.  I had, 
as  at  many  other  places,  to  bear  tedimony 
againft  the  blind  leaders  of  the  blind  which 
fwarm  through  the  land,  and  are  a grievous 
oppreffton  upon  the  poor  people,  grinding 
them  down  exceedingly,  and  yet  in  general 
doing  them  no  good  ; but  a great  deal  of  in- 
jury in  regard  to  the  things  of  religion.  In- 
deed, if  ever  people  fpent  their  money  for 
that  which  is  not  bread,  they  do  it  mod  for- 
rowfully  fo,  both  in  England  and  Ireland. 

23d,  I vifited  two  fchools,  attended  a meet- 
ing of  minifters  and  elders,  and  then  rode  to 
Tullamore,  where  we  had  a meeting  confid- 
ing of  the  people  of  the  town  chiefly.  25th, 
we  had  a lively  precious  meeting  at  Balla- 
murry.  Next  day  I reded  and  wrote,  and 
G g endeavoured 
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endeavoured  to  be  content  in  my  prefent  al-  i 
lotment,  though  truly  it  is  fometimes  difficult 
to  feel  refignation  in  fo  painful  a pilgrimage 
as  much  of  mine  has  been  in  Ireland.  There 
is  fo  much  fuperftition  and  lifelefs  formality 
among  the  people  in  general ; fo  little  real 
religious  exercife,  or  true  knowledge  and  ex-  . 
perience  of  divine  things  ; and  fuch  driving 
to  make  forms  and  creaturely  performances  : 
anfvver  inftead  of  life  and  fubflance ; that  it  : 
is  often  almoft  impoffible  to  obtain  much 
folid  relief,  by  expreffing  among  them  even 
what  opens  and  impreffes  the  mind  in  the  life 
and  love  of  the  gofpel. 

This  was  a rood:  trying  day  to  me.  The 
dements  feemed  all  in  commotion.  Strife,  . 
contefl  and  alarm  feemed  alrnofl  continually  ; 
to  pervade  the  whole  man,  and  agitate  all 
that  was  alive  within  me.  I drove  for  calm- 
nefs  and  patience  ; but  great  was  the  diftrefs,  . 
which  I was  left  to  labour  under,  and  extreme 
the  defertion  of  all  fenfible  comfort  or  divine 
good.  I looked  up  towards  heaven  ; I tried 
to  draw  inwardly  near  unto  God,  and  to 
crave  his  affidance,  and  the  return  of  his 
countenance  and  prefence  ; but  he  hid  him-  ■ 
felf  in  thick  darknefs,  and  dood  as  it  vrere 
aloof  from  my  cry.  I was  greatly  overwhelm- 
ed with  forrow,  and  fwallowed  up  of  didrefe  ! 

I retired  feveral  times  ; I lay  down  on  my 
bed  ; I read  the  bible  and  l’ome  other  pre- 
cious writings  ; but  through  all  I felt  almoft 
as  if  1 was  entirely  forfaken  ! — At  length  I 
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yielded  up  my  whole  life  and  being,  as  I had 
often  done  before,  to  go  through  and  endure 
every  pang,  peril  and  perturbation,  which 
God  all-wife  might  fee  meet  to  prove  me 
with,  and  for  as  long  continuance  as  he  fhould 
fee  needful. — So,  in  the  evening,  the  waves 
of  the  fea  began  to  fubfide  a little  at  his  voice 
whom  both  wind  and  fea  obey  for  ever.  I 
grew  more  tranquil,  and  had  a pretty  good 
night’s  reft.  This  morning  when  I awoke, 
being  27th,  I felt  in  my  body  as  if  I had 
been  all  over  bruifed,  fuch  had  been  my  ex- 
treme agony  of  foul  yefterday,  and  fuch  is 
the  fympathy  between  foul  and  body.  Some 
may  fcarce  believe  me  ; but  there  is  one  who 
knows  I lie  not.  I read,  and  then  walked 
out  a while ; the  fun  (hone  pleafantly  ; the 
birds  fang,  and  the  whole  face  of  nature  was 
beautiful ; but  my  foul  remembered  the  gall 
and  the  wormwood,  and  I feemed  forbidden 
to  take  much  fatisfa&ion  in  any  thing  viftble. 
Oh,  my  God,  thou  art  weaning  me  fti'll  more 
and  more,  and  much  more  than  I once 
thought  necefifary,  from  the  world,  and  from 
all  that  is  in  it — Well,  good  is  thy  will,  and 
thy  cotinfel  is  excellent. — Do  with  me  what 
thou  wilt ; form,  fafhion  and  reduce  me  as 
thou  pleafeft.  Thou  haft  given  me  clearly  to 
fee,  that  many  who  have  even  been  in  thy 
furnace  came  out  too  foon,  and  remain  drofiy 
and  impure  all  their  days  by  not  abiding  thy 
judgments,  and  not  enduring  the  turnings  of 
thy  holy  hand  upon  them,  and  not  following 
thee  fully  into  all  that  feparates  and  weans 
G g 2 from 
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from  all  that  flefh  and  blood  delights  in,  which 
thou  called:  for,  and  art  graciouily  leading 
Inch  as  will  follow  thee  into.  Oh  ! redeem 
my  foul  from  all  that  hinders  its  full  and  un- 
impeded accefs  to  thee,  the  fountain  of  living 
waters  : fet  my  affedions  wholly  on  things  di- 
vine, and  make  me  entirely  thy  own  in  the 
heavenly  image  and  fellowfhip  for. ever. 

28th,  In  deep  depreffion  of  fpirit  I attended 
the  feled  quarterly  meeting  at  Moat,  held  for 
minifters  and  elders  of  the  province  of  Lein- 
Iter ; and  next  day  I attended  the  pubiick 
quarterly  meeting,  was  filent  excepting  a few 
words  ; and  the  day  following  I attended  al- 
moft  in  filence  the  meeting  for  church  affairs; 
and  Oh  ! the  want  of  deeper  dwelling  in  the 
divine  life ! 

1 ft  of  10th  mo.  Having  thus  fpent  four  or 
five  days  moflly  in  deep  diftrefs  and  agony  of 
foul,  the  Lord  was  graciouily  pleafed  to  open 
the  fpring  of  life,  unfeal  my  lips,  and  make 
me  dip  my  foot  in  oil,  treading  on  high  places 
in  the  name  and  ftrength  of  the  higheft.  He 
tuned  my  harp  anew,  put  a new  fong  in  my 
heart  and  mouth,  and  divinely  ftrung  my 
bow  for  battle  : thus  the  concluding  meeting 
held  for  worfhip  this  laft  day  of  the  quarterly 
meeting  was  eminently  owned  of  the  Lord  ; 
and  Chrift  the  refurredion  and  the  life  was 
joyfully  known  among  us  : in  his  refurredion 
we  arofe  with  him  ; and  becaufe  he  lived,  we 
lived  alfo ; I mean  principally  fuch  as  had 

been 
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been  baptized  in  the  likenei's  of  his  death, 
watched  faithfully  with  him,  and  continued 
with  him  in  his  temptations  and  fufferings  ; 
for  unto  thefe'  it  was  he  appointed  a king- 
dom: theirs  it  is  ; and  they  continuing  ftead- 
faft  with  him  through  all  tribulation,  (hall,  in 
fpite  of  death  and  hell,  enjoy  it.  Much 
fearching  work  prevailed  in  teftimony,  thro’ 
the  openings  of  life,  and  much  confolation  to 
the  mourners  in  Sion,  was  gracioufly  vouch- 
fafed. 

2d,  was  at  Birr ; and,  4th,  we  had  a moft 
triumphant  meeting  at  Montrath  ; the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  gofpel  flowed  like  oil  to  many, 
and  yet  Antichrift  was  expofed  in  his  true 
colours : blefled  for  ever  be  the  Lord,  who 
hitherto  hath  helped  us.  After  this  we  had 
meetings  at  Knock-Bailamaher,  Rofs-Crea, 
Limerick,  Cork,  Boudon,  Younghall,  Garry- 
rian,  Clonmel,  and  the  feveral  fittings  of  the 
quarterly  meeting  at  Waterford,  for  the  pro- 
vince of  Munffer.  Divers  of  thefe  were  high- 
ly favoured  feafons,  but  fome  of  them  afford- 
ed far  lefs  fatisfa&ion  than  others.  From 
thence  we  went  to  Dublin  in  order  to  attend 
the  national  half-year’s  meeting,  where  I was 
again  kindly  received  by  my  kind  friend 
Thomas  Bewley  and  children ; and  many 
other  dear  friends  gave  me  a hearty  welcome: 
this  has  alfo  been  my  experience  in  many 
other  places.  On  the  26th,  the  national  fe- 
le«ft  meeting  opened  ; it  was  large,  and  the 
G g 3 members. 
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members,  at  lead  fome  of  them,  appeared  to 
be  alive  in  a good  degree  in  the  holy  root. 

27th,  In  the  meeting  at  Meath-Street  and 
Sycamore-alley,  I was  greatly  favoured ; 
Truth’s  divine  teftimony  was,  like  fire  among 
rubbifh,  againfi:  worldly-mindednefs,  indiffe- 
rence and  revolt;  and  fome  frefh  encourage- 
ment flowed  to  the  mourners  in  Sion,  the 
drooping-fpirited  and  young  and  tender  ; 
the  doftrines  and  confolations  of  the  gofpel 
being  pretty  largely  opened.  The  four  days 
following  were  held  and  concluded  the  na- 
tional meeting  for  good  order  in  the  fociety. 
Alio  two  more  meetings  for  worfhip,  and  the 
concluding  feleft  meeting,  all  thefe  as  parts 
of  the  national  meeting.  A good  degree 
of  zeal  appeared  in  many  for  the  fupport  of 
our  chriftian  difeipline ; and  things  were 
conducted  in  a degree  of  brotherly  love  and 
concord.  And  yet  the  lack  in  too  many  of 
the  divine  anointing  oil,  in  the  feveral  move- 
ments, was  fo  fenfibly  felt,  that  I fat  rather  a 
mourner  in  molt  of  thefe  meetings,  and  could 
fay  but  very  little  in  them  from  firft  to  laft. 

I may  here  relate  a remarkable  occurrence, 
viz.  when  I was  in  Dublin,  foon  after  my 
firft  landing,  I was  livingly  opened  in  the  life 
and  power  of  the  gofpel,  at  a meeting  at  Sy- 
camore-alley, in  which,  among  other  things, 
I had  a good  deal  to  fay  about  the  fpiritual 
fire  of  the  Lord  which  is  in  Sion,  and  his 
furnace  which  is  in  Jerufalem,  for  the  refin- 
ing 
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ing  of  all  fuch  as  ever  become  his  fons  and 
daughters.  A man,  in  a ftabfe  near  by,  made 
a great  noife  to  drown  my  voice,  which  he 
continued  for  fome  little  time,  and  as  my 
voice  raifed  he  increafed  his  noife  ; and  I was 
told  that  fome  heard  him  faying  fomething  in 
contempt  about  the  fire  I fpake  of,  or  howe- 
ver he  was  heard  fpeaking  about  the  burning 
of  the  fire.  Another  perfon  difcharged  a gun 
juft  by  the  meeting-houfe,  when  I was  in  the 
midft  of  my  molt  fervent  engagement ; the 
report  was  very  loud  and  difturbed  many  ; 
but  I was  carried  through  as  if  nothing  had 
happened  ; bleffed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord- 
But  now,  on  my  return  to  Dublin,  I was  fully 
informed  that  the  poor  wretched  man,  who 
fhouted  fo  loudly  in  the  ftable  to  drown  my 
voice,  and  fpake  fo  ignorantly  about  the  burn- 
ing of  the  fire,  was  in  lefs  than  two  weeks 
after  confumed  to  death  by  fire  in  the  fame 
ftable  where  he  had  thus  impioufly  behaved  ; 
for  the  ftable  taking  fire  by  fome  means  when 
he  was  in  it,  he  was  burnt  before  he  could 
be  got  out. 

This  I heard  of  feveral  weeks  before  my 
return,  but  I chofe  not  to  infert  it  until  I had 
got  fuller  information  and  confirmation  in  the 
city ; but  finding  it  fadt,  and  much  noticed 
by  many  people  of  different  religious  profef- 
fions  in  Dublin,  as  a very  remarkable  inftance 
of  the  providence  or  judgment  of  God  ; I 
thought  proper  to  give  the  relation  of  it  a 
place  here,  and  I do  it  without  prefuming  to 
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fay  how  far  it  was  in  fpecial  judgment.  But 
as  God’s  dealings  are  all  in  wil'dom,  perhaps 
fuch  an  inftance  of  his  all-wife  government  as. 
this  may  have  a (biking  and  profitable  effect 
upon  fome  of  the  hardened  and  daring  who 
may  read  it,  or  at  lead  may  tend  to  guard  and 
caution  fome  of  the  lefs  abandoned  againft 
giving  way  to  the  fuggeftions  of  infidelity, 
profanenefs  or  audacity.  For-  mod  affuredly 
there  is  a God  of  judice  as  well  as  mercy, 
who  fees  and  knows  all  our  thoughts,  words 
and  actions,  and  for  every  evil  will  bring  us 
into  judgment ; yea,  for  every  thing  contrary 
to  his  holy  will  and  wifdom. 

After  the  national  meeting,  which  ended 
on  the.  lad  day  of  the  ioth  month,  I daid  in 
Dublin  fome  days,  not  feeing  my  way  open 
to  go  for  England  or  elfewhere. 

The  id  of  the  iith  month,  I was  again 
filent  at  the  meeting  at  Sycamore-alley,  as  I 
alfo  was  at  the  meeting  in  the  forenoon  on 
the  fird-day  following  ; but  in  the  afternoon 
at  Sycamore-alley,  I was  fomewhat  enlarged, 
though  not  a great  deal  relieved.  My  foul 
was  indeed,  for  a number  of  days,  in  deep 
affliction  in  that  great  city  ; infomuch  that  I 
greatly  doubted  my  being  enabled  to  leave  it 
with  pleafantncfs.  3d,  1 attended  a meeting 
at  Ballabrigan,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Dub- 
lin, appointed  for  my  dear  friend  Ann  Tuke, 
daughter  of  William  Tuke  of  Yorkfhire,  in 
England,  J.  his.  meeting  was  very  diffreffing: 

the 
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the  people  feemed  to  know  but  very  little  of 
the  real  nature  of  divine  worfliip.  I returned 
i’n  heavinefs  to  the  city,  and  next  day  got  a de- 
gree of  refrelhment  in  the  meeting  at  Meath- 
Itreet,  through  deep  dwelling  and  keeping  low 
in  and  with  a little  low  dream  of  life,  which 
at  length  enlarged  t©  fomethrng  of  a river  ; 
but  dill  I could  not  quite  eafe  off  my  bur- 
den, nor  rife  above  my  deep  depredion  of 
fpirit.  Another  meeting  at  the  fame  place  in 
the  afternoon,  appointed  by  A.  Tuke,  afford- 
ed me  a degree  of  additional  relief,  fo  that  I 
began  to  feel  a little  cheerful.  5th,  I felt  re- 
ftrained  from  attending  a meeting  appointed 
for  the  fame  Friend  at  Dunlary  ; I knew  not 
why,  but  I felt  eafieft  to  decline  going,  fo  I 
reded  and  wrote  at  the  houfe  of  my  dear 
friend  Thomas  Bewley,  bringing  up  this 
account  to  the  time  of  faid  day  of  red  and 
writing. 

After  writing  thus  far,  our  dear  friend,  not 
feeling  himfelf  at  liberty  to  leave  Dublin,  un- 
til the  9th  of  1 ith  month,  when  by  accounts 
received  he  attended  a pubiick  meeting  at 
Johndown,  and  being  accompanied  by  S.  S. 
and  A.  S.  went  that  evening  to  Ballitore,  to 
the  houfe  of  our  friend  Elizabeth  Shackleton. 
On  fird-day  the  10th  he  fpoke  largely  in  the 
morning  meeting,  and  very  powerfully  in  a 
pubiick  meeting  which  was  held  in  the  even- 
ing at  his  requed,  after  which,  he  imparted 

weighty 
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weighty  and  inftru&ivc  counfel  in  a Friend’s 
family,  concluding  in  afaful  fupplication.  The 
following  night  he  wasjtaken  unwell,  which 
continued  to  increafe  untif|ke  14th,  when  an 
eruption  appeared  wbi4h  proved  to  be  the 
fmall-pox,  during  which  tafte  his  m<ind  was 
preferved  in  calmnefs^ndJrefignation5,' and 
mentioned  th^t  ‘ it  mattered. little  what  part 

* of  the  world  he  died  fnS|  c^^dAfometimes 

* hoped  to  fee  Ne\v-d£hgiaftd  Sjpitm  and  his 

* dear  children,  but  th*at  h^  Had  nowrfTmit ; 
4 that  he  had  looked  cjpw|jj|  towards  home 

* and  his  connefiions^and'ajy  the  hate  of  his 
‘ own  mind,  though  ®e  d$a  not  know  how 

* the  diforder  would  During  the 

progrefs  of  the  d ifo kindly  attend- 
ed by  feveral  FrierK^B^aP  ^triong  them  was 
our  friend  Ann  Tuk<SNimq  preferved  the  fol- 
lowing daily  account^  rm  / 

‘mm  . 

5th-day  14th,  He  fa^d,,-*  there  is  an  eternal 

* Arm  underneath  each  <qf  us,  which  is  fuffi- 

* cient  to  bear  up  and  fdpbort,  and  will  do  it, 
4 as  far  as  is  needful  w&alhould  be  fupported. 
4 I have  long  been  co-Bfm^d  in  the  fenti- 

* ment,  fhat  nothing  apPald  poffibly  happen 

* that  would  barm  me  w'l^ile  I Keep  under  the 
4 divine  influence.’  * 

i . 

A phyfician  from  Dublin  having  been  fent 
for,  came  this  evening,  with  which  he  ex- 
prefled  fatisfa&ion,  laying,  he  defired  that  he 
would  continue  near  him,  which  he  did  ac- 
cordingly. Some  time  after,  he  faid,  ‘ though 

4 1 am 
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* I am  not  without  fome  confiderable  bodily 

* pain,  yet  I feel  fuch  a portion  of  that  good 

* which  is  infinite,  that  it  does  notfeem  worth 

* mentioning,  and  if  there  was  no  greater  en- 
‘ joyment  hereafter,  the  prefent  would  be 
‘ a {fate  truly  defirable,  through  a never- 
‘ ending  eternity,  and  yet  the  fulnefs  is  {till 
‘ more  defirable.’ 

The  evening  of  the  14th,  he  dictated  a let- 
ter to  his  relations  and  friends  at  home,  from, 
which  the  following  are  extra&ed. 

Dearly  beloved  parents , ( all  three ) brothers  end 
JtJters , relations  and  friends , 

I am  now  at  Ballitore,  twenty-eight  Irifh 
miles  from  Dublin,  aVid  I fuppofe  undoubt- 
edly entered  five  days  into  the  fnaall-pox ; 
the  eruption  began  yefterday,  and  is  very 
greatly  increafed  to-day.  I am  very  agree- 
ably attended  by  phyficians  and  the  kindell 
of  friends. — My  diftrefs  of  body,  through  ex- 
treme difficulty  of  breathing,  &c.  has,  for  a 
fhort  fpace  of  time,  been  aimed  equal  to  any 
thing  I can  fuppofe  human  nature  capable 
of,  but  (it  is  now  half  pad  nine  at  night) 
this  has  been  a very  comfortable  day;  and  jud: 
now,  and  for  fome  hours  pad,  I have  been 
almoft  as  eafy  as  at  any  time  in  my  life,  I 
think  certainly  never  more  fo  in  mind — I 
feel  no  kind  of  alarm ; but  the  ifiue  is  cer- 
tainly very  doubtful.  I feel  eafieft  to  addrefs 
you  in  this  manner,  principally,  that  you  may 
know  that  my  mind  enjoys  a fulnefs  of  that 
which  removes  beyond  the  reach  of  all  forrow. 
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My  dear  children  are  placed  fo  that  I haye  been 
pretty  eafy,  but  I could  wifh 
little  more  learning  than  fome. 
ftnt  in  the  way  of ; and  s 
much-  of  the^yvorlji^ 
i£awful  mo  ‘ * 
y.  nett  be 
for  'this  I; 
bute, 


gjubftantial 
§rence  to 
fe-ir  days,  is 
them.  Out 
egree  of  this 
*f!bw''of  nothing  in 
t his" for.  Ye  that  know 
it,  fuirer  nqfgjEpvl  mofli  cordially  befeech 
you,  ever  to  divert  your  minds  from  an  in- 
creafing  and  fervent  purfuit  after  the  fulnefs 
of  it,  even  unto  the  meafure  of  the  ftature 
and  fulnefs  of  Chrift. 


It  is  almoft  marvellous  how  my  ftrength  of 
body  and  mind  holds  out  to  addrefs  you  in 
this  manner.  I may  now  juft  mention,  that 
nothing  will  be  knowingly  negle&ed  for  my 
comfort  of.  body  or  mind,  that  my  phyficians 
or  friends  can  afford  ; and  greater  cheerful- 
nefs,  and  even  pleafure  in  doing  all  they  can, 
I have  not  met  with  among  my  neareft  rela- 
tions. 1 pray  the  Lord,  in  the  riches  of  His 
grace,  to  reward  them  with  flowings  of  his 
love. 


At 
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‘ complacency  on  account  of  any  good  works 
‘ properly  mine.  My  own  works  I have  long 

* feen  the  necellity  to  ceafe  from,  and  trult, 
‘ through  the  grace  of  God,  by  which  I am 
‘ what  I am,  I have  been  enabled,  in  fome 

* precious  degree,  to  do  fo.  It  is  the  Lord 
‘ who  worketh  my  works  in  me,  and  magni- 
‘ fied  be  his  name  for  ever,  he  has  often  work- 

* ed  in  me  mightily,  to  my  own  humbling 
‘ admiration,  and  I truft,  at  times,  to  the 

* thankful  acknowledgment  of  many  others; 
‘ and  as  certainly  as  he  liveth,  he  would  work 

* mightily  in  many  thoufands,  if  they  would 

* but  let  him  arife  over  all  in  them.  Indeed 

* he  worketh  in  all  as  far  as  they  give  way  to 

* his  arifing.  This  doctrine  is  to  me  as  clear 
‘ and  certain  at  this  moment  as  ever  it  has 

* been,  and  I have  often  been  conftrained  t<a 
‘ proclaim  it  to  the  nations,  fometimes  with 
‘ almofl:  invincible  authority,  and  fometimes 
‘ under  a great  deal  of  weaknefs  and  obftruo 
‘ tion.  The  laft  has  tended  much  to  keep  the 

* creature  rightly  dependant  and  humble,  and 

* through  every  difpenfation  the  Leader  of 
‘ Ifrael  has  feen  belt  what  was  belt  for  me. 

* Let  my  children  be  engaged  in  fome  in- 

* nocent  employments,  as  much  as  well  may 

* be,  out  of  the  way  of  a great  deal  of  tempt- 
‘ ation,  and  if  I had  need  to  add  it,  out  ol  the 

* way  of  very  great  accumulation  ; and  yet 
‘ through  iriduftry  and  perfeverance  mode- 
‘ rately  produftive.  My  very  foul  abhors  the 

* idea  that  a chriftian  can  ever  be  at  liberty, 
‘ whilft  under  the  influence  of  heavenly  good, 
‘ to  feck  or  even  defire  much  wealth,  though 
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* this  difpofition,  in  direft  oppofition  to  the 
‘ life  and  do&rine  of  Chrift,  have  gone  far 

* towards  the  deftruflion  of  true  fpiritual  re- 
‘ ligion,  I believe  in  almoft  every  religious 

* fociety  in  the  world.’ 

1 6th.  The  fore-part  of  the  night  and  this 
morning  he  flept  ; in  the  courfe  of  the  day 
faid  to  A.  T.  ‘ I have  feen  the  magnanimity 

* of  a true  believer,  and  how  one  that  is  really 

* fo  would  bear  all  the  trials  permitted  to  at- 

* tend  him;’  and  byway  of  illuftration,  added 
very  forcibly,  ‘ Doft  thou  believe  in  God, 
4 thou  mult  alfo  believe  in  the  juftnefs  of  all 

* his  difpenfations.  It  is  a comfort  to  me  thy 
4 lot  is  caft  among  us.  This  is  a fervice,  if  I 

* had  not  any  other  in  Ireland.  Death  is  a 

* fervice  we  all  owe  to  our  great  Creator,  and 
4 ficknefs  is  a fervice  required  of  many.  Oh! 

* Ireland,  Ireland  ! The  Lord  thy  God  hath 

* fervice  for  thee  in  Ireland,  was  often  founded 
4 through  the  ear  of  my  foul,  before  I left 
‘ home,  as  diftinctly  as  you  hear  me  now 

* lpeak  it.’  In  the  morning,  when  fpeaking 
to  the  doctors  who  attended  him,  he  faid  to 
this  purpofc,  * I believe  my  having  the  difor- 
4 der,  and  being  here,  is  in  the  ordering  of 
4 Providence.  It  is  not  given  me  to  know 
4 the  event ; but  if  there  be  a field  of  future 
4 labour  for  me  to  enter  into,  it  is  as  poffible 
4 for  the  Mailer  to  raife  me  up  now  as  it  was  at 
4 the  firft ; but  1 have  no  will  in  it  I think.’  The 
fore  part  of  this  day  he  feemed  eafy,  and  walk- 
ed down  {lairs,  exprefiing  that  he  could  do  it 
nearly  as  well  as  ever.  The  fever  came  on 
towards  evening,  and*  he  became  very  reft- 
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lefs ; his  fwallowmg  was  alfo  difficult,  but  had 
no  other  unfavourable  fymptotn,  and  this  was 
not  deemed  more  than  ufual  in  this  aflliCting 
diforder.  In  the  night  got  home  uneafy  fleep, 
fwallowing  and  expectoration  very  difficult 
and  painful. 

Firft-day  morning  the  17th,  on  being  afk- 
ed  how  he  reded,  replied,  ‘ I have  got  through 
‘ with  what  we  call  much  difficulty  to  obtain 
4 a little  relief.’  He  defired  his  affectionate 
love  to  M.  B.  the  family  and  friends  in  Dub- 
lin, intimating  the  weight  of  the  diforder,  and 
his  efcape  from  many  trials,  if  he  ffiouhl  be 
removed  ; yet  faid,  4 The  Lord  is  able  to  raife 
‘ me  up,  his  Arm  is  underneath,  but  from 
‘ my  prefent  feeblenefs,  it  is  very  uncertain 
and  feemed  not  to  have  any  concluhon  how 
it  would  terminate.  He  defired  to  be  re- 
membered to  dear  M.  R.  and  J.  W.  in  the 
love  of  the  everlafting  gofpel.  At  another 
time  faid,  4 I am  in  a very  low  way,  cannot 
4 fee  about  tiie  event,  but  mud  leave  all  to 
4 the  Lord  ; the  flrength  of  nature  feems  very 
4 doubtful.’  He  continued  all  this  day  under 
much  oppre-flion  from  the  load  of  matter, 
took  wine  and  bark  every  hour,  but  no 
alarming  lymptoms  appeared. — He  requcfted 
that  if  he  was  removed,  fome  further  parti- 
culars might  be  tranfmitted  to  his  friends  at 
home,  adding  in  fubftance,  4 The  Lord’s  will 
4 is  bleffed,  and  I feel  no  controverfy  with  it.  It 
4 is  the  Lord  that  enables  us  to  coincide  with 
4 his  will,  and  fay  amen  to  all  the  trials  and 
4 conflicts  he  permits  to  attend  us.  My  mind 
4 is  centred  in  that  which  brings  into  perteCt 
H h 3 
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‘ acquiefcencc:  there  is  nothing  in  this  world 

* worth  being  enjoyed  out  of  the  divine  will. 
‘ It  is  his  will  that  brings  us  into  a date  of 
‘ exidence,  and  it  is  for  a purpofe  of  his  glo- 
4 ry.  When  my  mind  is  abdracted  and  ca- 
‘ pable  of  deriving  fatisfaction  from  any  thing 
‘ outward,  it  is  an  inexpreffible  fatisfa&ion 
‘ that  my  lot  is  caft  here,  and  that  I am  fur- 
‘ rounded  by  fuch  near  and  dear  friends,  both 
‘ from  within  this  family,  and  thefe  without 
‘ who  have  accompanied/  The  fore  part  of 
this  night  flept  more  than  ufual,  and  remain- 
ed through  the  whole  of  it  tolerably  eafy. 

iSth,  zd-day.  Frequently  exprefled  that 
nature  had  a hard  druggie,  and  his  getting 
through  was  very  doubtful.  The  fymptoms, 
eonfidering  the  load  of  matter,  continued  fa- 
vourable. He  gave  directions,  that,  if  he 
ihould  go  hence,  every  thing  about  his  inter- 
ment Ihould  be  plain  and  fimple,  and  faid 
that  he  who  raifed  up  Lazarus  could,  if  he 
had  further  labour  for  him  to  do,  break  his 
bands  afunder ; but  that,  when  he  reafoned 
upon  the  nature  of  the  diforder  and  his  own 
conditution,  and  felt  the  conflicts  of  nature, 
it  feemed  as  if  he  was  gradually  advancing  to- 
wards his  everlading  home.  To  two  Friends 
from  Mountmelick  he  exprefled  his  entire 
refignation  to  divine  difpofal,  and  that  he 
found  nothing  to  dand  between  him  and  the 
fountain  of  everlading  love  : faid,  ‘ he  knew 

* many  Friends  in  Ireland  loved  him,  and  he 

* loved  them  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  defired 
‘ to  be  afledionately  remembered  to  fuch  as 
‘ might  enquire  after  him/  This  night,  and 
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until  three  in  the  morning,  (3<3-day  19th)  he 
patiently  and  quietly  differed  much  ; yet  got 
feveral  naps.  About  feven  in  the  evening  his 
ftomach,  too  weak  to  bear  the  bark  and  wine, 
difeharged  the  laft  potion  j he  remarked 
thefe  efforts  to  fupport  nature  failing  j and 
added,  ‘ There  are  many  refources  in  nature, 
6 but  if  the  great  Author  of  nature  does  not 
4 think  fit  that  any  of  them  fhould  be  for  me, 
4 all  is  well : I could  not  defire  to  have  fuch 
4 another  ftruggle  to  go  through,  and  I think, 
4 if  you  can  part  with  me,  I can  with  you 

* with  a degree  of  cheerfulnefs.’ — -The  fore 
part  of  the  night  fpent  quiet  and  patient  as 
ufual,  much  oppreffed  and  worn  down  with 
this  grievous  malady : he  faid,  6 I have  no 

* fear,  for  perfeft  love  cafteth  out  all  fear, 
‘ and  he  that  feareth  is  not  perfe&ed  in  love.’ 

20th,  About  five  o’clock  on  fourth-day 
morning  he  fupplicated  thus : k O Lord  my 
4 God,  thou  that  haft  been  with  me  from  my 

* youth  to  this  day  ; if  a man  who  hath  en- 
‘ dured  with  a degree  of  patience  the  various 
‘ turnings  of  thy  holy  hand,  may  be  pertnit- 

* ted  to  fupplicate  thy  name  ; cut  ihort  the 

* work  in  righteoufnefs,  if  confident  with  thy 

* will ; thou,  who  haft  wrought  deliverance 

* for  Jacob,  evince  that  thou  art  able  to  break 
4 my  bonds  afunder,  and  {hew  forth  t'sv  fal- 
4 vation,  that  fo  my  foul  may  magn  , thy 
4 name  for  ever  and  ever.’  And  after  a paufe, 
wherein  he  feemed  to  feel  the  earned  of  his 
petition,  added,  4 So  be  it  faith  my  foul.’ — 
After  two  o’clock  his  ftomach  refufed  all 
nourfthment,  and  a hiccough  came  on  j he 


faid,  ‘ Do  not  force  nature,  let  me  pafs  quiet- 

* ly  away  to  the  eternal  inheritance,  to  which 

* I have  no  objection  to  go,  and  the  fooner 

* the  better  if  the  work  be  done,  I have  no 

* wifli  to  lay  here.’ — His  oppreflion  feemed 
to  increafe,  and  in  a little  while  he  faid,  * I 
‘ am  waiting  patiently  to  fee  the  falvation  of 
‘ God  : do  you  wait  patiently  with  me.  I 

* have  no  defire,  nor  the  fhadow  of  defire,  to 

* be  reftored.  I hope  the  do&ors  will  foon 

* find  that  they  have  done  their  part.’  The 
fore  part  of  this  night  he  could  take  little  ex- 
cept water,  flept  at  times  pretty  eafy  to  ap- 
pearance, at  others  his  breathing  very  diffi- 
cult. On  P.  J.  aflifting  him,  he  faid,  ‘ l am 
‘ no  flatterer,  but  thou  art  one  I depended 
‘ on  for  outward  affiftance.  Thou  haft  con- 
‘ tributed  much  to  the  relief  of  this  body, 
‘ and  thy  being  here  has  been  an  inexprellible 

* fatisfa&ion  to  me.’ 

2 1 ft.  At  three  o’clock  on  5th-day  morning, 
faid,  ‘ You  have  feen  the  awful  progrefs  of 

* this  diforder;  as  to  me,  it  matters  little  only 
‘ prefent  pain — may  the  Lord  relcafe  me 
‘ fhortly.’  G’omplained  of  the  want  of  more 
air,  and  feemed  declining  faft.  Towards 
evening  faid,  ‘ You  may  tell  my  friends  in 
‘ New-England,  and  every  part  of  the  world, 
‘ that  never  did  my  foul  blefs  the  Lord  on 

* account  of  any  worldly  enjoyment,  as  I do 
‘ now,  in  the  bleffing  felt  by  me  to  be  con- 

* tained  in  the  profpect  of  a very  fpeedy  re- 
‘ leafe.’  To  a perfon  who  came  to  fee  him 
he  faid,  ‘ Oh!  Charles!  Charles!  an  inherit- 
‘ ance  in  the  eternal  truth  is  infinitely,  infi- 
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* nitely  fupcrior  to  all  the  enjoyments  this 

* world  can  a-ft'ord  ; remember  it  as  long  as 

* thou  1't-veft.’  Some  time  after,  4 I do  not 
4 wifh  haftily  to  make  my  efcape  ; but  if  the 

* Lord  will  be  pleafed  to  releafe  me  from  the 
4 bonds  of  mortality  and  the  ftruggles  of  life, 
4 and  to  cut  the  work  fkort,  confiderably 
4 fhort,  in  righteoufnefs,  I think  I {hall  be 
4 willing  to  enrol  it  in  the  lift  of  his  unfpeak- 
4 able  favours.’  To  the  aforefaid,  4 Farewell 
4 Charles,  let  no  poftibie  confideration  divert 
4 thee  from  a clofe  attention  to  that,  without 
4 which  life  muft  be  lived  in  vain.’  At  ano- 
ther time  faid,  4 Some  of  my  wifties  for  tny- 
4 felf  are  centred  in  as  fpeedy  a releafe  as 
4 may  be,  confident  with  the  will  of  our  hea- 
4 venly  Father,  and  an  adqiiflion,  which  I 
4 have  no  doubt  at  all,  not  in  the  leaft  degree, 
4 of  obtaining,  into  that  glorious  kingdom, 
4 where  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling, 
4 and  the  weary  foul  is  eternally  at  reft/ 
In  a while  after,  4 I think  I have  not,  for 
4 feveral  years  part,  known  much  or  any  thing 
4 of  boafting ; I have  known  fomething  of 
4 that  law  of  grace  whereby  all  boafting  is 
4 entirely  excluded  ; but  I may  fay,  through 
4 that  which  has  fupported  me  under  all  the 
4 trials  and  confli&s  which  have  attended  my 
4 paffage  through  life,  to  you  my  beloved 
4 friends  as  to  dear  children, — follow  me  as  I 
4 have  endeavoured  to  follow  (Thrift  Jelus, 
4 the  Lord  of  life  and  glory,  and  the  Rock  of 
4 my  eternal  falvation.’ 

At  another  time  faid,  4 It  would  have  been 
4 defirable  to  me  to  have  been  favoured  with 
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‘ a clearer  and  more  certain  profpedt  refpett- 
‘ ing  the  termination  of  this  event ; yet  if  I 
4 fliould  be  continued  a while  longer,  I do 
‘ not  difpute  but  my  end  would  be  unfpeak- 

* ably  glorious. — It  would  be  painful  to  me 
‘ to  have  to  return  again  to  combat  the  trials 

* and  conflicts  of  mortality  ; but  if  the  Lord. 
4 fliould  fee  meet  to  continue  me  a while 
6 longer,  I mull  fubmit,  after  having  in  hu- 

* utility  and  refignation  put  up  my  intercef- 

* fions  to  be  releafed  from  the  ftruggle  of 
‘ nature  ; to  have  had  profpedts  of  further 

* labour  is  not  uncommon,  it  has  happened 
‘ to  many  ; and  the  Lord  can  raife  up  and 
‘ qualify  others  for  his  own  work  and  fervice, 

* and  he  will  fend  by  whom  he  will  fend,  and 

* is  able  to  fave  by  many  or  by  few.  I feel, 
6 and  I wifh  you  to  feel  for  and  with  me,  after 
‘ the  eternal  Rock  of  life  and  falvation  ; for, 
4 as  we  are  eftablifhed  thereon,  we  fhall  be 
4 in  the  everlafting  unity,  which  cannot  be 

* fhaken  by  all  the  changes  of  time,  nor  in- 
4 terrupted  in  a never-ending  eternity.  I do 
4 expect  confiderable  derangement  will  now 
4 take  place ; it  is  no  difeouragement  to  me, 
4 and  ought  to  be  none  to  thofe  who  trufl  in 
4 the  Lord,  and  put  no  confidence  in  the 
4 fielh.’ — In  a while  faid,  4 I muft  not  expedt 
4 a releafe  but  by  fuffering  a due  proportion 
4 of  pain  and  diftrefs, — You  may  feel  fympa- 
4 thy  with  me,  but  you  cannot  feel  the  re- 
4 duction  which  muft  precede  a releafe.’ 

In  the  coutfe  of  fifth-day  he  was  rather 
more  lightfome,  and  tried  feveral  things  to 
find  what  would  beft  fuit  his  ftomach  j ieem- 
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ed  confiderably  relieved  from  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  breathing,  but  altered  much  to- 
wards evening,  and  increafed  in  weaknefs. 
About  one  o’clock  on  fixth-day  morning, 
after  fuffering  great  uneafinefs,  and  getting 
little  or  no  reft,  he  faid,  ‘ O Lord  ! if  it  be 

* confident  with  thy  holy  will,  let  loofe  my 

* bands,  and  fend  the  moment  of  relief  to 

* my  poor  body  and  foul.’  Afterwards  faid, 

* We  cannot  approve  or  difapprove  by  parts 

* the  works  of  Omnipotence  rightly;  we  mud 

* approve  the  whole  and  fay,  Thy  will  be 

* done  in  all  things.*  From  one  to  three  he 
was  extremely  reftlefs  and  uneafy,  from  (as 
he  expreffed  it)  the  extreme  irritability  of  the 
whole  nervous  fyftem,  which  he  laid  was  as 
great  as  could  be  imagined.  At  times  he 
rambled  a little,  but  faid,  ‘ I find  all  things 
‘ mult  be  endured.  Do  you,  who  judge  in 
‘ the  light,  judge  me  for  impatience?’  I an- 
fwered,  quite  the  reverfe,  and  that  we  were 
fenfible  his  bodily  diftrefs  was  great,  and  wifii- 
ed  to  alleviate  it.  He  added,  ‘ I cannot  charge 
‘ myfelf  on  that  account,’  meaning  impa- 
tience. About  four  he  feemed  in  great  ago- 
ny and  confli£t,  turning  his  head  frequently 
on  the  pillow ; and  faid,  ‘ Can  it  be  upon 
‘ any  other  ground  but  that  the  time  is  come 

* that  the  purpofe  muft  be  effected.’  (Quarter 
paft  four,  he  defired  to  be  turned  on  his 
right  fide,  which  feemed  a momentary  relief. 
Calling  to  P.  J.  he  faid,  ‘ Make  great  allow- 

* ance  for  me,  my  diftrefs  is  nearly  as  much  as 

* is  fupportable  by  human  nature. — Is  there  no 
c poffibility  of  my  getting  any  fieep  ? Oh!  the 
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‘pain,  the  inexprefiible  pain  of  my  lungs!’ 
P.  J.  telling  him  that,  from  appearances, 
there  was  a likelihood  of  his  being  very  foon 
releafed,  perhaps  within  an  hour  or  two,  he 
replied,  ‘ If  fo,  the  Lord’s  name  be  blefied 
‘ and  praifed  for  ever ; I had  much  rather  it 
‘ were  lb  than  otherwife  ; for  fome  time  I 
‘ perceived  it  haftening  fart.’  Afterwards  he 
added,  * Tire  defire  of  my  heart  is,  the  con- 
‘ folation  of  eternity.’  In  a while  faid  to  a 
friend,  ‘ Guard  againlt  right  hand  errors  and 

* left  hand  errors;  let  felf  be  of  no  reputa- 

* tion ; truft  in  the  Lord,  and  he  will  carry 
‘ thee  through  all.’ 

About  five  he  appeared  to  be  wreftling 
with  death  ; but  ftruggled  little  confidering 
his  remaining  bodily  ftrength.  Being  alked 
to  take  a little  drink,  he  appeared  quite  fen- 
fible,  and  faid,  Yes,  yes — Took  it,  and  con- 
tinued without  much  ftruggling  until  about 
a quarter  before  feven,  when  he  moved  to 
the  fide  of  the  bed,  but  foon  returned  to  his 
former  pofition,  and  drew  his  breath  gently 
Ihorter  and  fnorter,  until  feven  o’clock,  after 
which  he  breathed  no  more,  but  afcended 
with  joy  to  his  heavenly  manfion,  and  the 
glory  of  an  incorruptible  crowm  and  inherit- 
ance with  the  faints  in  light.  His  remains 
were  interred  on  firfi-day,  24th  of  the  1 ith 
month  1793,  iu  Friends  burial  ground  at 
Ballitore. 
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